
Anderson or MacAndrew
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	CREST BADGE:
	An oak tree proper




	MOTTO:
	Stand sure




	GAELIC NAME:
	Mac Ghille Aindrais




This name, now fairly widespread in Scotland, means ‘son of Andrew’. In the Highlands it is usually found as MacAndrew while in the Lowlands the Anderson form is more common. Some MacAndrews are traditionally associated with the MacDonells of Glengarry and wear their tartan, but the clan is generally regarded as a sept of Clan Chattan, having been associated with that confederation from the beginning of the 15th century. In the Kinrara Manuscript it is claimed that the MacAndrews came east to Badenoch from Moidart about 1400. A famous member of the clan was John MacAndrew of Dalnahatnich, known in Gaelic as Iain Beg MacAindrea. He was a noted bowman, and many tales are told of his exploits. In 1670 some Lochaber men raided Badenoch and drove away a large number of cattle. They were pursued and overtaken by a body of men including Iain Beg, and in the fight which followed Iain Beg killed most of the raiders. Only one Lochaber man escaped to carry with him the story of his comrades’ fate at the hands of Iain Beg MacAindrea. The men of Lochaber swore vengeance against ‘little John’ and made many attempts on his life. As a result, for many years he had to live an unsettled existence but was always able to defend himself.

The most prominent branches of the Andersons were Dowhill, Wester Ardbreck and Candacraig in Strathdon, Aberdeenshire.
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Armstrong
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	CREST BADGE:
	An arm embowed, proper




	MOTTO:
	Invictus maneo (I remain unvanquished)




	GAELIC NAME:
	Mac Ghillielàidir




According to an act passed by the Scottish Parliament in 1587, as long ago as the 16th century Border families were described as clans. ‘For the quieting and keeping in obedience of the … inhabitants of the Borders, Highlands and Isles’, runs the act, which contains a roll of ‘the clans that have Captains, Chiefs and Chieftains … as well on the Borders as the Highlands’. One of the most important and notorious of these Border families was the Armstrongs.

The story goes that the progenitor of the clan was one Fairbairn, armour bearer to a Scottish king, who went to the king’s assistance when his horse was killed under him in battle. For this service the king granted Fairbairn lands on the Borders, and named him Armstrong.

The first family of the name on record is found in Liddesdale in 1376, and while the Armstrongs held lands all along the Borders, here their power was unquestionable. They could muster 3,000 men at a time, and their lawlessness kept the Borders in turmoil.

The Armstrongs of Gilnockie were the principal branch of the clan, and in the early part of the 16th century John Armstrong of Gilnockie and over thirty of his followers were hanged by James V at Carlingrigg. This event is the subject of one of the best-known Border ballads.
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Baird
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	CREST BADGE:
	An eagle’s head erased, proper




	MOTTO:
	Dominus fecit (The Lord made)




	GAELIC NAME:
	Mac a’bhaird




The name Baird comes from the Gaelic word for a poet. The fortunes of the clan were started in the reign of William I, ‘The Lion’, when he made extensive grants to a member of the clan who had saved his life from a wild boar. Later, a charter was granted to Richard Baird of Meikle and Little Kyp in Lanarkshire, and in the early 14th century Robert the Bruce granted the Barony of Cambusnethan, also in Lanarkshire, to a Robert Baird. This family of Cambusnethan spread north to Banffshire, and later east to Auchmeddan in Aberdeenshire. George Baird of Auchmeddan married the niece of the Earl Marischal and the family increased in importance in Aberdeenshire, supplying many sheriffs. From the Auchmeddan branch come the Bairds of Newbyth and Saughtonhall in East Lothian.

The Bairds produced some notable leaders. General Sir David Baird from Newbyth served in India, where he was one of only two survivors of the 73rd Highland Regiment at the defeat of British forces in 1780. After four years’ imprisonment, he went on to command at the capture of Seringapatam in 1799. He captured the Cape of Good Hope from the Dutch in 1806, and was at the siege of Copenhagen in 1807. He was Sir John Moore’s second-in-command at Corunna in 1808, and after Moore’s death assumed command. James and William Baird of Gartsherrie established the largest of Scotland’s iron companies in the 1830s, producing a quarter of the country’s iron.
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Barclay
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	CREST BADGE:
	Out of a chapeau azure turned ermine a hand holding a dagger, proper




	MOTTO:
	Aut agere aut mori (Either action or death)




The Barclays in Scotland are claimed to be descended from the Berkeleys who came to England with William the Conqueror. In 1165 Walter de Berkeley was Chamberlain of Scotland, and in the 12th and 13th centuries the Berkeleys were numerous in Kincardineshire and the East of Scotland. The Barclays of Mathers in Kincardineshire traced their descent from Alexander, who obtained these lands in 1351 on his marriage to the sister of the Earl Marischal of Scotland. His son was the first of the clan to spell his name in the modern way. The lands remained in the possession of the family until David Barclay, born in 1580, was compelled to sell his estates. The chiefship passed to the descendants of James Barclay of Mill of Towie in the 19th century.

The Barclays of Urie are descended from Colonel David Barclay, who had served under Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden, and who purchased the estate of Urie in 1647. Robert, his eldest son, became a celebrated Quaker. In 1682 he was appointed governor of New Jersey, but did not take up residence, although his brother John settled there.

Other important branches of the family were the Barclays of Collairnie in Fife, of Pierston, and of Ardrossan. The Barclays of Tolly, in Aberdeenshire, retained possession of their lands from the 12th until the 18th century, and from this family was descended the famous Russian General, Field Marshall Prince Barclay de Tolly, who died in 1818.
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Brodie
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	CREST BADGE:
	A dexter hand holding a sheaf of arrows, all proper




	MOTTO:
	Unite




	GAELIC NAME:
	Brothaigh




From earliest times the Clan Brodie was associated with the ancient province of Moray. In the 12th century Malcolm IV is said to have confirmed their possession of land there, and Michael, Thane of Brodie, received a charter from Robert the Bruce two or three years before the battle of Bannockburn. During the 13th, 14th, and 15th centuries the family name appears frequently in charters of the period, and John of Brodie assisted the MacKenzies against the MacDonalds at the battle of Blair-na-park in 1466. In 1550 Alexander Brodie and over 100 others were denounced as rebels for attacking Alexander Cumming of Altyre.

The family continued prominent in local and national affairs and Alexander Brodie of Brodie, born in 1617, was a senator of the College of Justice. He represented the county of Elgin in Parliament from 1643, and in 1649 he went to Holland to treat with Charles II and to arrange for the conditions of his return to Scotland. He was called to London by Cromwell to negotiate a union between the two kingdoms, but he avoided employment under the Lord-Protector. He died in 1679.

Alexander Brodie of Brodie, born in 1697, was appointed Lord Lyon King at Arms in 1727. Throughout the long history of the family the Brodies became connected through marriage with many of the greatest families in Scotland. The seat of the chief is Brodie Castle in Morayshire.

[image: image]


Bruce
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	CREST BADGE:
	A lion statant with tail extended, azure, armed and langued gules




	MOTTO:
	Fuimus (We have been)




	GAELIC NAME:
	Brus




Sir Robert de Brus, a Norman knight who accompanied William the Conqueror to England in 1066, is claimed as the progenitor of this clan. The connection of the Brus family with Scotland originated when Robert de Brus was companion at arms to Prince David, later David I, during his stay at the court of Henry I of England. Brus received from David a grant of the Lordship of Annandale. He resigned his lands to his son at the outbreak of war with England, and at the Battle of the Standard in 1138, the elder Brus, who fought on the English side, is said to have taken his own son prisoner. Robert, 4th Lord of Annandale, married a niece of William I, the Lion, and it was on this marriage that the subsequent claims of the family of Bruce to the throne of Scotland were based. Robert, 6th Lord of Annandale and 1st Earl of Carrick, maintained his claims, but fought on the English side at the Battle of Dunbar in 1296. He died in 1304.

His eldest son Robert, 7th Lord of Annandale and 2nd Earl of Carrick, was born in 1274. He was the famous Robert the Bruce, victor of Bannockburn in 1314, who, after a fierce struggle, gained Scotland’s independence from England, acknowledged by the Treaty of Northampton in 1328. He died in 1329 at Cardross in Dunbartonshire. His body was buried in Dunfermline and his heart in Melrose.

The Earls of Elgin are descended from the Bruces of Clackmannan.
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Buchanan
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	CREST BADGE:
	A dexter hand couped at the wrist, holding up a chapeau tasseled with a rose gules, all within a laurel wreath, proper




	MOTTO:
	Clarior hinc honos (Brighter hence the honour)




	GAELIC NAME:
	Canonach




Buchanan of Auchmar traces the origin of the clan to Anselan o’Kyan, son of a king of Ulster, who landed in Argyll in about 1016. For his services against the Danes, so it is said, he received from Malcolm II the lands of Buchanan, to the east of Loch Lomond. These lands remained in the possession of the family for almost seven centuries until the death of John, 22nd laird of Buchanan, in 1682. Cadets of the clan included the Buchanans of Auchmar, Spittal, Arnprior, Drumikill, Carbeth and Leny, and the chiefship passed to the Leny branch.

The clan supported Robert the Bruce in his struggle for Scottish independence and was represented among the 7,000 men sent from Scotland to assist the French king after the Battle of Agincourt. It is claimed that Sir Alexander Buchanan killed the Duke of Clarence at the Battle of Bauge in 1421. The chief of the clan and Buchanan of Leny fell at Flodden in 1513, and the clan took an active part in the Battle of Pinkie in 1547 and at Langside in 1568. The Buchanan lands were sold in 1682 and the principal line became extinct in 1762. The chiefship then passed to Buchanan of Spittal.

George Buchanan, the famous Latin scholar, was tutor to both Mary Queen of Scots and James VI, and from 1570 until 1578 Keeper of the Privy Seal.
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Cameron
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	CREST BADGE:
	A sheaf of five arrows tied with a band, gules




	MOTTO:
	Aonaibh ri cheile (Unite)




	GAELIC NAME:
	Camshron




The Clan Cameron, described as ‘fiercer than fierceness itself’, is reputed to be one of the ancient clans of Scotland. It consisted originally of three branches, the MacMartins of Letterfinlay, the MacGillonies of Strone, and the MacSorlies of Glen Nevis. The Camerons of Lochiel descended from the Strone branch and are said to have obtained their lands and the chiefship of the clan through intermarriage with the Letterfinlay branch. For a time the clan were subject to the Lords of the Isles and assisted Donald, Lord of the Isles, at the Battle of Harlaw in 1411. Later, however, the Camerons withdrew from their association with their powerful allies and a long period of feuds followed.

A notable chief was Sir Ewen of Lochiel, born in 1629, who was received in London by Charles II in 1660, and was knighted in 1680. Ten years later, he fought at Killiecrankie. In 1715, when too old for military service, Sir Ewen sent the clan, under his son, to help the Earl of Mar in the Jacobite cause. Sir Ewen’s grandson Donald, known as ‘the Gentle Lochiel’, joined Prince Charles in 1745, and was one of the outstanding personalities of that Rising. Although wounded at Culloden, he managed to escape to France and died there in 1748. The family estates were forfeited, but on their restoration under the General Act of Amnesty of 1748, the Gentle Lochiel’s grandson, Donald, 22nd chief, resumed possession.
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Campbell
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	CREST BADGE:
	A boar’s head, fesswise, couped, or




	MOTTO:
	Ne obliviscaris (Forget not)




	GAELIC NAME:
	Caimbeul




Known as the ‘race of Diarmid’, the Clan Campbell was for centuries a most powerful influence in Argyll and the West of Scotland. In the 13th century Archibald Campbell obtained the Lordship of Lochow through his marriage with the daughter of the King’s Treasurer, and for a long period thereafter the Campbells of Lochow formed one of the chief branches of the clan.

Sir Colin of Lochow, progenitor of the Campbells of Argyll, was knighted in 1280, and from him the chiefs of Argyll received the designation MacCailean Mor. A descendant, Sir Duncan, was created a peer by James II in 1445 and Duncan’s grandson Colin made Earl of Argyll in 1457. Archibald, his son, who was Lord High Chancellor, was killed at Flodden in 1513.

Archibald, 5th Earl, although a prominent Reformer, commanded the army of Queen Mary at the Battle of Langside in 1568, while his brother Colin supported the young King James. Archibald, 7th Earl, commanded the army which was defeated at Glenlivet by the Earls of Huntly and Erroll in 1594. His son, ‘Cross-eyed Archibald’, was a leader of the Covenanters. He was created a marquis in 1641, but in spite of his loyalty was beheaded in 1661. In 1685, his son Archibald was also beheaded, for his part in the Monmouth rebellion. Archibald, 10th Earl, returned with William of Orange, and was elevated by him to the dukedom. John, 9th Duke, married Princess Louise, daughter of Queen Victoria.


Sources of Further Information

Tartan Collections

The Scottish Tartans Authority retains the most extensive collection of woven tartan samples in existence and a valuable library of books on tartan, clan histories, Scottish history, the Scottish Diaspora, Highland dress, and many related subjects. Visit www.tartansauthority.com.

Other Collections:

Many of Scotland’s national and regional museum collections will include tartan and associated clothing, although they may not always be on display. It would therefore be wise to enquire before planning visits.

Fort William – www.westhighlandmuseum.org.uk

Inverness – www.inverness.highland.museum

Newtonmore – www.highlandfolk.com

Edinburgh – www.nms.ac.uk

Glasgow – www.mitchelllibrary.org

Stirling – www.smithartgalleryandmuseum.co.uk

USA (Franklin, NC) – www.scottishtartans.org

Tartan Databases

Scottish Tartans Authority – www.tartansauthority.com/tartan-ferret/

Scottish Register of Tartans – www.tartanregister.gov.uk

Ancestry and Clan and Family Histories

A profusion of books and websites have appeared in recent years on the subject and a simple Internet search should provide details of those, along with a wealth of online reference sources.

The Church of Scotland’s Old Parish Registers and the census returns from 1841 can be explored at www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk.

The Genealogical Society of Utah – www.familysearch.org – will allow access to the huge volume of family records amassed by the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints.

For specific family history in Great Britain and Ireland visit www.genuki.org.uk.

Surnames

A publication of long-standing value and relevance is The Surnames of Scotland by George F. Black, ISBN 1 874744 831. This gives a wealth of detailed information regarding the origin, meaning, and changing spelling of Scottish surnames, and records the earliest date each surname is mentioned in written records.

Heraldry

The Heraldry Society of Scotland is located in Edinburgh and promotes the study of heraldry and encourages its correct use in Scotland and Overseas. Visit www.heraldry-scotland.co.uk.
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