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CHAPTER ONE

Big Plans

 

The first week of school would be a little easier and slower than the rest of the school year.

Or so Cassandra had hoped.

No such luck. By Tuesday all of her teachers were handing out assignments and giving pages in the text books to read. 

And then she had community choir, also.

She walked through the doors of the community center and headed for the choir room along with several other kids, trying to ignore the prickling of dread building under her skin. Lately she hadn’t enjoyed this choir so much as before. She didn’t have any good friends here; in fact, there were some people she really didn’t like. Ms. Vanderwood didn’t consider Cassie one of her star singers and rarely played her to her full potential. 

Worst of all, last year during the school performances, Cassie had made a fool of herself by spreading a false rumor about someone.

She took a deep breath and walked inside. 

“Come in, come in, come in!” Ms. Vanderwood sang, clapping her hands as each student came through the door. Her reddish blond hair was up on top of her head, small kinky curls escaping around her face and softening her angular cheeks and nose. She waved at Cassie. “You know your position, just like last year!”

Cassie climbed the tiered steps and found a chair in the second soprano section. She smiled and nodded at a few people, but the familiar stirring of unrest cropped up in her chest. She could be doing something else right now. She didn’t want to be here anymore.

The other kids all whispered and laughed together, replaying their summer adventures. Cassie reached into her backpack and pulled out a book. At least she’d had a chance to get to the library at school and check out the new selections.

“Now that we’re all here. . . .” Ms. Vanderwood’s eyes sparkled with barely contained excitement. “I hope you’ve had a great first two days of school. I need everyone’s full attention, please, I have a big announcement.”

Cassie supposed that meant she should put her book down. She did so, looking at Ms. Vanderwood expectantly.

“I met with a few choir directors from other states over the summer at a conference for choir directors. We talked about putting on a huge joint choir performance with our combined choirs.”

Cassie just watched Ms. Vanderwood, unable to drum up the same level of anticipation her director obviously had. She preferred solos to large groups, feeling the pure, authentic sound was lost when too many voices joined the music. The bigger the choir, the worse the cohesive sound. 

“But we need somewhere huge for all of our choirs to perform, right? Well.” She took a deep breath, her toes lifting back and forth on the linoleum flooring. “We pulled some strings and managed to reserve Carnegie Hall!”

Cassie had no idea where that was, but judging
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