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Cristina Berna loves photographing and writing. She writes to entertain a diverse audience.
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Gipsy waggon in the Museum in Pilaszków
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Gypsy waggon in the Museum in Pilaszków, West of Warzaw

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:020613_Gypsy_wagon_in_the_Museum_in_Pilaszk%C3%B3w_-_04.jpg
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Published by www.missysclan.net  

Cover picture: 
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Badende Zigeuner - Bathing gypsies, August von Pettenkofen,  before 1889    
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Gitane with a Cigarette, Manet, 1862

This title is available in color print in the US under

ISBN US 978-1-63752-627-9

Title will be published in the EU shortly
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Edward Dębicki 2012

Edward Dębicki (born 4 March 1935) is a Polish Romani poet, musician and composer. His work is a leading star with the Romani community and its cultural, itinerant and music traditions. Since the 1960s Dębicki has been the director of the musical group Terno (Młody) in Gorzów Wielkopolski and organizer of the annual Gipsy Festival Romane Dyvesa.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Edward_Debicki.jpg
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Romane Dyvesa Gorzów Wlkp





















[image: ]


[image: image]

A mural promoting the Roma culture festival - Romane Dyvesa Gorzów Wlkp., ul. Drzymały. Gorzów Wlkp., ul. Poland 2014

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:RomaneDyvesa
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On 15-17 May 2023 there was the third World Roma Congress in Berlin in Germany. The purpose was to hear complaints and draft a new strategy. This means you will soon be hearing a lot more about Roma.

This is a good opportunity to take a look at how Roma have been portrayed in the arts. This will be the art of the main society, by Gadže artists, so to speak. There are Roma artists today but that is another story.

Roma (Gypsies) in art shown by timeline of the artists – ordered by painting date or the artist´s birthday.
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Nina Destani-Sajin and Romanca Malkovic
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Nina Destani-Sajin (second right) with Romanca Malkovic and her daughter (left) and the author at the Roma Minority Conference in the Danish Parliament building April 2004.
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Djelem Djelem
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djelem djelem lungome dromenca

maladilem shukare romenca

aaaaaaj romale, aaaaaaj cavale 2x

alaj voliv lake kale jaka

kaj si gugle sar duj kale draka

aaaaaaj romale, aaaaaj cavale

kindem lake lolo diklo tursko

ni volil man asher latar pusto

andaaaaaj romale, aaaaaaaj cavale

This melody became internationally known through the film Skupljači perja (1967) by Aleksandar Petrović, 

Our great friend Nina Destani Sajin had a part in this film.

She became a Danish citizen in 1996, see this excerpt from law no 475 12 June 1996:.


  LOV nr 475 af 12/06/1996
  243) Nina Destani-Sajin, Helsingør, født i Jugoslavien.



Nina Destani was born in Nicolinci, Serbia – a piece of land that was Rumania before WWII. Nina was part of the Serbian music scene, as an accompanying dancer to many big singers until she moved to Denmark and even after. She sponsored the education of the famous accordion player Lelo Nica, her nephew with the famous Serbian accordion player Branimir Đokić and supported several members of her family that were active in the local music scene, incl her grand-daughter Nela, a great Romani singer. Nina was also active in the political initiatives to improve the lives of Roma in Denmark. She was a very religious woman with a great and wonderful personality.

The Roma suffered hugely during the ethnic cleansing of the Nazis during the WWII, but this story is well know compared to the Jewish suffering. Some estimates that upwards of 1.5 mio Roma and Sinti were killed, in spite the Nazis originally view the Roma as pre-Arian worthy of protecting in a reservation. One of the countries where the Roma were not systematically prosecuted, was Denmark, but the Roma minority was quite small as most had already been deported to Sweden by the Danish National Police after 1910. Denmark claims its own Gipsy group died out before 1968.
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Deportation of Roma and Sinti, Asperg, Germany 22 May 1940
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Deportation of Roma and Sinti, Asperg, Germany 22 May 1940
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The chakra wheel -The Romani flag
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The symbol of the Roma People – the chakra wheel, chosen at 1st Roma Congress (1971) was adopted as flag.
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“Romano”, Denmark
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The head of a Roma family originally from Finland, Johannes Folkersen, founded “Romano” in 1942 as part of the liberal resistance group Holger Danske. He helped with printing of a resistance newspaper. Author took over as president of  “Romano” in 1997. The NGO has togwrher with many Danish Rome incl Nina Destani-Sajin been working for Roma Minority Right recognition for a long time but Denmark has so far refused to grant this.

In 1969, Žarko Jovanović wrote a new and political text to the melody of this traditional song, which describes the expulsion and murder of the Roma by Croatian fascists - the so-called "Black Legion". According to other information, Žarko Jovanović together with Jan Cibula wrote this new text during the second World Roma Congress in Geneva in 1978 organized by Romani Ekhipe or Romani Union. This version was chosen as the anthem of the congress for the time being. At this congress it was also decided to establish an anthem for the international Roma civil rights movement. The choice fell on "Djelem, djelem" in the version by Žarko Jovanović.

Djelem djelem lungone dromesa

Maladilem schukare romenza

djelem djelem lungone dromesa

Maladilem bachtale romanza

Sine man yekh bari familiya

Murdadas la i kali legiya

Aven mansa sa lumniake Roma

Kai putardile e romane droma

Ake vriama, usti Rom akana

Men khutasa misto kai kerasa

Ahai, Romale, ahai Chavalle,

Ahai, Romale, ahai Chavalle!
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Djelem Djelem Translation
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On my very, very long way

I met many beautiful Roma

On this very, very long way

I met many happy Roma

I once had a large family

The Black Legion murdered them

Come with me Roma from all over the world

Open the way for the Roma

Now is the time, get up Roma, now

We rise when we act

Ahai, Roma, ahai children,

Ahai, Roma, ahai children!
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Where do the Roma come from?
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The Romani peoples, consisting also of Sinti and divided into many different clans, came originally from southern India according to newer genetic studies (Rai et al 2012.)

Although there have been reports of several earlier migrations, the mayor incidence was after the fall of the Ghazni empire.

Genetic history of European Roma reveal that the ancestors of present scheduled tribes and scheduled caste populations of northern India, traditionally referred to collectively as the Ḍoma, are the likely ancestral populations of modern European Roma.
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The most likely route of the Gypsies from southern India to Europe, northern India and Thailand.
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Roman mosaic of a gypsy girl





















[image: ]


[image: image]

Roman mosaic of a gypsy girl, c. 2nd century AD, Gaziantep Zeugma, nowadays after the Muslim conquest, Turkey

https://www.worldhistory.org/image/2728/mosaic-of-a-gypsy-girl/

Creative Commons Attribution, Public Domain

It is pure speculation whether this is a Romani – there is no inscription or other “authentication” to prove it.

It is from a floor mosaic in a Roman house – the Roman empire stretched all the way to Persia including Armenia, Mesopotamia and Assyria. The mosaics show the literary tastes and financial position of the house owner when he invited guests to an inclined dinner.

The Romans did not only source dancers and singers in the east. What is today Andalucia was famous for its dancing and singing girls. Andalucia was conquered already 206 BC and became a Roman province where the emperors Trajan (53-117) and Hadrian (76-138) were born. 
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