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Note from the author
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THIS STORY IS NOT CONSIDERED canonical (canon) in the Antigravel universe. In case it wasn’t apparent, in the rest of the stories Earth is fine and dandy. This story is quite old, and I decided to refresh it and put it in this series because it fits so well. Consider it an insight into the early themes that ended up in the Antigravel stories. 

Enjoy.
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Moonquake
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THE DESTRUCTION OF Earth began from a place we never suspected. The world always feared that some scientist would tinker with the laws of nature too much, those unbreakable laws, and that Nature would put humanity in its place once and for all.

Not only was that fear valid, but I was the one to make it real.

It all started with the destruction of the Chinese Lunar base. A moonquake wiped it out. It was a tragic moment for man. We mourned two hundred of the sharpest minds in the world, and the most important stepping stone ever since the Hubble and the James Webb space telescopes.

We barely had any time to grieve when we were summoned by the Chinese army. They gathered the world’s topmost seismologists and huddled us together in a room. The funny thing was that it was identical to our yearly convention, we practically all knew each other, sometimes a little too well. As we hypothesised among us about the purpose of this gathering and nobody knew any real facts, a representative of the China National Space Administration (CNSA) informed us that we would take part in a titanic new project.

––––––––
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THEY ACCEPTED OUR ADVICE, our studies and equipment demands and three years later we were launched in the Lunar Seismic Research Base.

The base was sparkling new. From the moment we stepped foot in there, it felt like home. We had spent every minute of the last three years designing and simulating and reconfiguring our projects on the new Lunar base. Every hallway, every piece of equipment was familiar to us and right where it was supposed to be. Protocols and interfaces had been drilled into our brains over the past year. The feeling was ecstatic, we felt like children with brand new toys, shiny and expensive and the coolest ones on the block. We were in the most advanced Lunar base with passionate scientists and working on an experiment that was inconceivable seventy years earlier.

The irony was, that despite having cutting edge equipment we were working with data that was precisely seventy years old. The first mission with the goal of studying the Lunar seismic activity was Apollo 15, in July ‘71. That program installed three monitoring stations that were adequate to record the moonquakes. NASA was astounded to record actual seismic activity back then, and made a thorough—and extensive for its time—investigation.

Upon that study we had based millions of man hours, creating the network of harnessing moonquakes. An important advantage of working on the Moon instead of on Earth, was that contrary to Earth, the Moon has periodic quakes in tune with the tides. Also, the quakes reflect on the inside of the Lunar surface with minimal decay because there are no oceans to absorb them like Earth does.

That science research done back in ‘71 had mapped ten locations that could potentially become seismic epicentres. Our own research had discovered two more infrequent ones, and in those twelve locations we had installed the seismic countermeasures.

For decades, seismology had been a waiting game. We completed our calculations, we formed our theories, set up our equipment and waited, for years even in certain cases. Not anymore. For the first time we had the ability to try out ideas and theories on periodic earthquakes that were similar enough with Earth’s for them to matter.

We were living in an artificial city that had risen from the ashes of the earlier lunar base, so we named it Phoenix. On Phoenix we had thirty-six seismologists that were happier than a kid in the playground. About sixty assistants, all of them students with Masters and PhDs, buzzed around the place and filled it up with life. That picture was completed by engineers, technicians, psychologists, doctors, astronauts and geologists bringing the personnel total at about five-hundred people at any given time. Phoenix was such an enormous project that made the International Space Station look like a fishing boat. The incredible pressure of building Phoenix in no-time by the prideful Chinese had made us forget that our main goal was to figure out why the last base was destroyed by a moonquake.

Of course, we knew why, but now we had to learn the cause. Even back in ‘71 they had studied a weird phenomenon, that of seismic swarms. The phenomenon is quite simple: for some reason we have yet to figure out, periodic quakes with a frequency of one hour propagate endlessly on the




[image: ]





















[image: ]





[image: ]




[image: ]







[image: ]






[image: ]



[image: ]




[image: ]



[image: ]




[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]








d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
an antigravel short story





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





