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      When you read something, like an article or story, you have a conversation. The writer shares information, experiences, and ideas – but you, the reader, have your own ideas. When you read, you compare your ideas with the writer’s ideas. Then you think. Do you agree with the writer? Can you use the information to be healthier or more successful in your job, for example? Does the writer understands your life? Or do you learn about someone with a different life?

      Big Ideas can start interesting conversations between readers and writers, but also between readers and other readers. How do you become a millionaire? Will humans ever travel to another world? Is it good or bad to talk to strangers? There is no right or wrong answer to these questions, but when you think about them, you learn language and information together.

      There are also many other reasons for reading Big Ideas. The topics are important to modern life. Our readers report seeing similar topics on tests or in newspapers, magazines, and websites. People talk about these topics at school and at work. The easy-reader approach helps you explore these topics without spending hours with a dictionary or figuring out idioms.

      Big Ideas also helps you learn English. Most of the words in this book are “high-frequency words.” These words appear again and again in speaking and writing. However, they sometimes change their meaning when they appear with different words. For example, you know the word up. But it has different meanings in phrases like up the road, look up the word in the dictionary, call up a friend, and up in the sky.

      To learn the different meanings of high frequency shadow words, read a lot. When you read, you see the words in different combinations, and you learn the meanings. This can happen naturally, but it will happen faster if you pay attention to words in groups, such as such as stay awake and stay away. When you notice and learn these word combinations, you can learn the different meanings.

      Vocabulary connects to grammar, and grammar connects to sentences. In order to give you a positive reading experience, this book has easy-to-read sentences. We use grammar from low intermediate levels, and we reduce synonyms and idioms. Our goal is to keep the big ideas, but present them in language that is easy to understand.

      We hope you will use this Big Ideas book in many ways. You can read the ebook on your phone or in a book, or read the paperback version. You can read at home, in class, or a on a bus or train. You can use the ideas and language to have a discussion with your English class or a conversation with a friend. You can use the reflection questions for writing or just for thinking. Our main goal is to provide interesting ideas so you can have something to talk about in English.
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      For Big Ideas downloadable learning tools for students and teachers, go to

      
        
        http://wayzgoosepress.com/books/readers-choicevariety-pack-big-ideas-intermediate/
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      It is hard to predict success. Business people want to sell popular products and services. Most try to improve products that are already on the market. This is safe because people know about these products.

      However, other business people try something different. They do not listen when people tell them their idea will not work. They believe in themselves. Not all of these people succeed, but some of them do. Sometimes they become very successful, and they surprise everyone. Then their idea seems obvious, and people say, “Why didn’t I think of that?”
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            The King of K-Pop

          

        

      

    

    
      In 2012, the Korean musician Psy had a hit song. The song was “Gangnam Style,” and people heard it all over the world. The video got two billion views on the Internet. It was the most popular music video in the history of YouTube.

      Psy’s success was a surprise in the West. Many people expected the next top hit song to come from a Latin American country, England, or the United States. Music producers in these places have a lot of experience. They find new musicians and support their careers. There are concerts and a lot of publicity. However, business people cannot always discover a new style of musical artist.

      In fact, Pay surprised many Korean music producers. They controlled Korean popular music (K-pop). Important music companies like SM were making millions of dollars by supporting serious and romantic bands. They gathered attractive young singers and dancers. They gave them lessons, and they made careful decisions about their look, their songs, and their lives. This way of creating new music worked well for them, and they did not think about changing.

      Psy was different. He traveled to the United States as a young man. He started university, but then he quit. He wanted to focus on his own style of music. Psy’s goal was to make people laugh and dance. He was not thin, serious, or attractive like other K-Pop stars. This was not the usual way to be successful.

      Success did come, however. Psy uploaded some songs on the Internet, and they became popular. He could work as a musician, and he was able to make his own decisions. A producer liked his style and supported him.

      His hit song, “Gangnam Style,” tells the story of Gangnam, a rich neighborhood in Seoul, Korea. People go there to feel rich. They walk through the shops and buy expensive coffee. Psy decided to have a little fun. He wanted people to laugh at the Gangnam shoppers. He created a crazy video about a man trying to have Gangnam style. The man wants to attract a Gangnam girl, but he is a little silly. To make it light and fun, Psy added a funny dance. But the dancers were not sexy. They looked like they were riding a horse.

      Koreans loved it, but so did the rest of the world. They liked the cheerful music. They learned the horse-riding dance. They also understood the message about money. Most people have mixed feelings about money. On one hand, it is nice to be rich and beautiful. On the other hand, sometimes people try to look rich, but they fail. They only look funny. Psy put all those feelings into a light musical experience.

      Psy’s success has been good for Korea. Now the world is watching the Korean music business. They are enjoying other Korean pop songs, and now more bands are having fun with their own style. However, there is also a lesson for musicians. Sometimes it is good to change music. Psy became an international superstar because he was different. He learned to tell a Korean story, but his Korean story was also a human story.

      Reflection

      
        	What lesson can you learn from Psy’s success story?

        	Can you describe another musician who changed music?
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            Sarah Blakely’s Underwear

          

        

      

    

    
      Sarah Blakely was always good at selling things. She sold office equipment for a time, but she wanted something more. Then she had an idea. She worked hard, and the idea became a business. Now Blakely is a billionaire. This is her story.

      The idea started with a party. Blakely wanted to wear white pants, but she did not like the fit. She needed better underwear, so she designed her own. The underwear made clothes look better. She decided to call her product Spanx.

      Blakely needed a factory to make the underwear, so she talked to different people in the underwear business. People laughed at her idea. Her design was not traditional. Clothing factories made underwear the same way in the same sizes, and they did not see the need for change. Blakely thought about them. They were men, and they did not understand.

      Finally, one factory owner called her back. He said, “I will make your underwear.” She asked him why, and he said, “Because I have daughters, and they like your idea.”

      Next, Blakely needed stores. She called a big, important clothing store, and she asked for a meeting. She flew to Texas to meet the buyer. Blakely was a young woman with no money. She had a simple red backpack. It was her lucky backpack. Inside, she had an example of Spanx in a plastic bag.

      When Blakely arrived, she spoke with a well-dressed woman. Blakely believed in herself, but she was also worried. The woman was

      
      
      
      
      
      Reflection

      
        	In your opinion, what was the secret to Blakely’s success?

        	How are you similar to or different from Blakely?
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