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    Thanks for always encouraging me.This book is dedicated to Larry, Naomi, and Arianna.Without you, my days would be dark.I love you dearly.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me."— John 14:1 (KJV)
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Chapter One: Introduction to I John
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Author: John, the Apostle. The apostle does not identify himself by name in the epistle of I John. However, according to early church fathers—including Irenaeus (140–203 A.D.), Clement of Alexandria (150–215 A.D.), Tertullian (155–222 A.D.), and Origen (185–253 A.D.)—John is the accepted author of this book. Because the early church unanimously affirmed John’s authorship, there is no compelling reason to question this conclusion (Biblica.com).

It is generally believed that I John was written while John was residing in Ephesus, a major city in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey).

Textual Indicators of John’s Writing. Several internal characteristics of the epistle strongly support John’s authorship.

The language and themes of I John closely resemble those found in the Gospel of John, often using the same phrases and expressions.

Examples:

John 1:1, 14 & I John 1:1 — The Word

John 16:24 & I John 1:4 — “That your joy may be full”

John 3:19–21 & I John 1:6–7 — The Light

John 13:34–35 & I John 2:7 — A new commandment

John 8:44 & I John 3:8 — Of the devil

John 5:24 & I John 3:14 — Passed from death unto life

John 8:47 & I John 4:6 — He that is of God heareth

John 1:14, 18; 3:16 & I John 4:9 — His only begotten Son

John 5:32, 37 & I John 5:9 — The witness of God

John 3:36 & I John 5:12 — Hath the Son

The epistle was written by someone who had followed Christ from the beginning of His ministry, as indicated in I John 1:1–4.

The writer appears to have had a close, personal relationship with Christ, as seen in I John 2:5–6.

John refers to his audience as “little children” twelve times throughout the epistle (e.g., I John 2:1, 28; 3:7), suggesting that the author was an older man writing with pastoral affection.

John is described as a “son of thunder” in Mark 3:17. This forceful temperament is reflected in the bold language he uses when addressing heretics and antichrists in chapter two.

Date: A.D. 85–90. The exact date of the writing of I John is unknown, but it is generally believed to have been written in the latter part of the first century, likely between A.D. 85 and 90. Several factors support this conclusion.

Widespread persecution of Christians had diminished by this time. Although persecution still existed, it had become more sporadic by the end of the first century. John makes no mention of active persecution in his epistle.

John was writing to combat early forms of Gnostic doctrine that were beginning to infiltrate the church. By the middle of the second century, Gnostic Christianity had developed into a more organized and dangerous movement, particularly through the teachings of Valentinus, often referred to as the father of Christian Gnosticism (Christianity.com).

I John served as a timely reminder to early Christians that Gnosticism was incompatible with the truth of God’s Word.

Culture of A.D. 85–90. Domitian was Caesar during this period. According to Eusebius, “Domitian’s persecution of Christians consisted only of John’s banishment to Patmos and the exile of other Christians to the island of Pontia” (Bible Archaeology). While isolated instances of persecution still occurred, it appears that large-scale oppression of Christians had largely subsided. By this time, the church had been firmly established for more than fifty years.

Audience. John is clearly writing to believers. Throughout the epistle, he repeatedly refers to his readers as the sons of God and his little children (I John 2:1; I John 3:1). Because no specific congregation is named, the letter was most likely intended to circulate among multiple congregations.

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.” ( I John 3:1 KJV)

Key Verse: I John 1:4. “And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.” (KJV)

Purpose: To Refute the Gnostic Doctrine. Gnosticism stood in direct contradiction to the Word of God. Because John was writing to confront and refute these teachings, it is essential to have a basic understanding of Gnosticism in order to grasp the urgency and tone of his message.

Interestingly, Gnosticism shares similarities with modern humanism. Both systems rely on human wisdom and internal knowledge to achieve fulfillment or salvation, rather than dependence upon God. Because of these parallels, I John is just as relevant in today’s society as it was in the early church.

It is important to note that first-century Gnosticism was not yet a fully developed religious system. Instead, it consisted of loosely organized ideas that would later evolve into formal Gnostic Christianity in the centuries that followed.

Gnostic Beliefs in a Nutshell (Gnosticism; Christianity.com)

Matter is evil; spirit is good. Gnostics believed that all flesh and material existence were completely evil, while everything spiritual was entirely good (refuted in I John 2:5; 2:14). They taught that the material world was under the control of evil, ignorance, or nothingness. As a result, humans—being flesh—were viewed as inherently evil, while God, who is spirit, was considered wholly good.

Interestingly, some similarities can be found between this belief and certain teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses, who claim that God does not currently rule the world because it is evil and that Satan is in power until Christ’s future reign. Elements of Gnostic thought can be found in many modern belief systems.

A divine spark exists in only some people. Gnostics taught that only certain individuals possessed a divine spark within them, making redemption possible only for those select few (refuted in I John 1:7). Scripture nowhere supports this idea.

Salvation comes through secret knowledge. According to Gnostic teaching, salvation was attained through special knowledge rather than faith and obedience to Christ (refuted in I John 2:17). This knowledge required a person to understand their origin and destiny. Ultimately, salvation was viewed as an escape from the physical body.

Christ was not truly human. Because the Gnostics believed flesh to be evil, they denied the humanity of Christ (refuted in I John 4:2–3). Some taught that Christ only appeared to have a body—a belief known as Docetism. Others believed that Christ became divine at His baptism and lost that divinity before the crucifixion. This latter view, known as Cerinthianism, is named after the teacher Cerinthus and is the primary false teaching John addresses in I John (Biblica).

Interestingly, because the body was considered evil, the Gnostics taught that the body should be treated harshly. Early Gnostics practiced asceticism, meaning “severe self-discipline” (Google Dictionary). Within Gnosticism, there were two primary groups: Ascetics and Libertines.

Libertine Gnostics believed that immorality was of no consequence to the Christian. Because they viewed the flesh as inherently evil, they felt no obligation to restrain it. Instead, they indulged in all forms of debauchery, reasoning that their actions had no spiritual impact. In essence, they “mutilated” the flesh by living as riotously as possible. Many scholars believe this practice was similar to—if not the same as—that of the Nicolaitans mentioned in Revelation 2:6.

The ascetic side of Gnosticism can still be observed in modern society, particularly within certain sects of the Catholic Church. Because some factions continue to practice asceticism today, it is important to understand why the flesh itself is not evil and to be able to teach others the truth of God’s Word. This knowledge is also useful when addressing doctrines found in other denominations, including Calvinism.

Ironically, while the Catholic Church officially condemns Gnosticism, it contradicts itself by permitting the practice of corporal mortification. Although corporal mortification is not widely practiced within mainstream Catholicism, it is primarily associated with members of Opus Dei. Corporal mortification is the attempt to
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