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Introduction

Bite-sized guides; Buffet-sized adventures


Welcome to Show Me Shipshewana, The Local Tourist's guide to Indiana Amish Country. 
Every place has stories. It's my passion to bring them to life, and I've been doing this a very, very long time: in 2002, I founded The Local Tourist as a guide to one neighborhood in downtown Chicago. Today, I cover travel all over the United States, specializing in road trips, the great outdoors, and unique destinations. I'm also a publisher and author of multiple books, most of which are themed around travel, even my fiction: my protagonist is a travel writer.
I've created this guidebook in partnership with LaGrange County Convention and Visitors Bureau. They pointed me in the right direction, introduced me to several of the people you'll meet in these pages, and covered my expenses. However, all opinions are expressly my own. The only things that influenced me were horses and pie, and lots of warm, welcoming people. 
It's been my long-held belief that traveling to a place is not just about doing things. It's about truly experiencing a destination. Learning its stories. Meeting its residents. I want to help you go beyond the buggies and bonnets and discover the real Indiana Amish Country. 
In this guide, you’ll find both popular attractions and lesser-known spots, with both extensive profiles of my favorite places and directory-style listings to round out your planning.
TLTip: Throughout this guide you'll see this term. It's to highlight a quick tip and is a play on the initials of my website, The Local Tourist.  
I hope this guide helps you experience the fascination of a tourist while feeling the comfort of the local.
Enjoy the journey, and have fun being a Local Tourist!

Theresa Goodrich




Welcome to Indiana Amish Country
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Easy to get to, yet a world away


In the northeast corner of Indiana, bordering Michigan and not quite to Ohio, is a land of farms and lakes. A highway runs through it. If you don’t get off the interstate, you might think there’s nothing to see. 
Oh, how wrong you’d be.
Shipshewana and LaGrange County is an easy day trip from multiple large cities, but this is a place worth more than a quick visit. It's a place where you'll want to spend some time. Unwind. Relax. Disconnect from hectic daily life and try out a slower pace. You'll find miles of trails and acres of lakes, live entertainment, and all the shopping you can handle. Stock up on fresh produce and breathe in fresh air. You can feed bison and fill your belly, discover quilt barns and quilting bees. Enjoy the polished feel of beloved antiques and the sharp scent of new handmade furniture.
Welcome to Indiana Amish Country.
LaGrange County is the heart of Indiana Amish Country. To visit is to step into a simpler time, among people who live simply. Life is slower. Traffic jams involve buggies. Furniture is hewn from hardwood. Quilts are art. Even the food is simple: peanut butter, mashed potatoes, chicken and noodles, pie.
But simple doesn’t mean boring. In Shipshewana and the surrounding communities, simple means intentional. The furniture is sturdy. Reclaiming and repurposing are a way of life. When it comes to the food, it also means delicious. There’s a reason Amish cuisine is prized.
In a time of constant demands for our attention, of “hustle culture” and 24/7 access to information, of phones and tablets buzzing with notifications, of social media and apps and endless digital distractions, sometimes you just want to shut it all off and BE.
This is a place where you can do that. It’s a place where you can ride an antique carousel, ride in a carriage, browse handmade quilts, see the mist rise off the fields in the morning and, in the evening, witness the sun dip to the horizon as a farmer drives a horse-drawn plow.
But a visit to Shipshewana and LaGrange County isn’t all rocking chairs and pie (although if it were, that wouldn't be a bad thing). It’s also live entertainment, including concerts, musicals, and plays. It’s shopping at the Midwest’s largest flea market. It’s petting farm animals and feeding the national mammal.
In this guide, we’ll explore this fascinating area that’s within three hours of several major cities and millions of people. You’ll discover the Amish way of life, which is so intriguing to us “English.” You’ll learn the stories behind the towns of LaGrange County, including the feud that created a no-man’s-land straight through Shipshewana.
And because reading about a place is great, but visiting is even better, you’ll find practical guidance on things to do. There are driving tours, activities for outdoor adventurers, shopping galore, and arts and entertainment. You’ll also find nearby attractions so you can extend your stay.
Before we get into the nitty gritty of planning your visit, we’ll start with some things to know before you go: e.g. weather, location, time zone, etc. You’ll find answers to your FAQs, and then it’s a brief dive into Amish history and culture. There are in-depth profiles of my favorite places, and more directory-style listings of things to do, places to eat, and where to stay. 
Because this is a guide to help you plan your vacation to Indiana Amish Country, there are itinerary planning pages. And, to help you remember your experience long after you’ve returned to the chaos of daily life, there’s also space to record your memories.
Shipshewana, LaGrange County, and Indiana Amish Country are magical places inviting you to slow down, reconnect, and rejuvenate.
Are you ready? Enough chit-chat. It’s time to Show YOU Shipshewana.
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Know Before You Go

Important details for planning your trip


Before you head to Shipshewana, there are a few essential details that will help you navigate your way through Indiana Amish Country. From the weather to local etiquette, here’s a snapshot of what to expect. 
Location
Shipshewana is located in LaGrange County, Indiana, near the Michigan border, and not quite reaching Ohio. It's easily accessible via I-90.
Time Zone
LaGrange County is in the Eastern Time Zone and follows Daylight Savings Time.
Population
As of the 2020 Census, LaGrange County had a population of 40,446 people. About 50% of its residents are Amish.
Weather
Shipshewana experiences a typical Midwestern climate with four distinct seasons:
	Spring: Mild with temperatures ranging from 40°F to 65°F.
	Summer: Warm, often humid, with highs around 75°F to 85°F.
	Fall: Cool and crisp, perfect for leaf-peeping, with temperatures from 45°F to 65°F.
	Winter: Cold with snowfall, temperatures ranging from 20°F to 35°F.

Best Time to Visit
	Spring and Fall: For milder weather and smaller crowds, consider visiting during these transitional seasons.
	Summer: Ideal for outdoor activities, but can be busier, especially during the Shipshewana Flea Market season.
	Winter: Perfect for a cozy getaway, especially if you enjoy snow-related activities.

Language
English is the primary language, though you may hear Pennsylvania Dutch spoken within the Amish community.
Currency
The U.S. Dollar (USD) is the currency used. Credit cards are widely accepted, but it's wise to carry some cash, particularly when visiting Amish-run businesses.
Dress Code
Casual and comfortable attire is appropriate. If visiting Amish businesses or attending community events, modest clothing is appreciated.
Connectivity
While most modern amenities are available, some Amish-owned establishments may not offer Wi-Fi. It's a perfect opportunity to unplug and enjoy the surroundings.
Etiquette
The Amish community values modesty, simplicity, and privacy. Respectful behavior and mindful photography (asking before taking photos) are appreciated.
Special Events and Festivals
Keep an eye on the local calendar for events such as quilt auctions, craft fairs, seasonal festivals, and other unique cultural experiences.
Visit Shipshewana
Don't forget to check out the voice of authority on all things LaGrange County. The LaGrange County Visitor's Bureau offers a wealth of information, and it's their passion to help you find things to do. Check out their website at visitshipshewana.org. Once you're in the area, say hi. Their visitor center is at 350 S. Van Buren Suite H, Shipshewana, IN, 46565 800.254.8090









Indiana Amish Country FAQs


Because the Amish intentionally separate themselves from modern-day life, there are many questions about them. Following are answers to some of the things that piqued my curiosity, as well as questions others have asked. 
Do Amish speak with an accent?
Yes, many do because the Amish speak Pennsylvania Dutch in their homes and among each other.
Why are non-Amish called English?
Because their neighbors who aren't Amish generally speak English as their primary language.
What is rumspringa?
Delete any ideas of spring break for Amish from your mind. It's basically adolescence, and young Amish men and women are given more latitude to explore the world around them. Most end their rumspringa with the decision to be baptized. (More on that in the Meet the Amish chapter.)
Why do some Amish men have beards and others don't?
Amish men grow beards when they get married, although some will stop shaving when they decide to join the church. They continue to shave their mustaches, however, as those are considered ostentatious.
Do the Amish go to church?
Yes, the Amish attend church regularly, but it's not in a centralized institution. They gather in homes instead.
Can I visit an Amish church?
These are private, so no.
Do Amish kids go to school?
Yes. Generally speaking, Amish children attend school until the 8th grade. The Amish believe the point of an education is to earn a living and an eighth grade education is sufficient to do so.
Why don’t the Amish want their photos taken?
Amish beliefs discourage having their photos taken because it's seen as a violation of the Second Commandment, which prohibits "graven images."
Can I visit Amish homes or farms?
You wouldn't just knock on someone's door, just like you wouldn't in any other destination. However, some Amish host dinners, like The Carriage House. Buggy Lane Tours and
Why don't Amish people drive cars?
Can I ride in a buggy?
What are the sheds on the side of the road?
Are those RV doors on the sheds?
Are there specific traffic rules when sharing the road with horse-drawn buggies?
Is there a dress code for visitors?
Can I use credit cards?
Are stores and restaurants open on Sunday?
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