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Introduction

The Word of God is quick and powerful, sharper than any two edge sword piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and to the dividing of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Hebrews 4:12.

It is the Word of God that we MUST rely on when preaching. It is the Word of God that reveals a man’s lost state. Without this knowledge, it is impossible to be saved. If the truth be known at all, it is known by the children of God. This is something that this book shall prove.

It is high time for those who are educated in the Word of God to dispel the myths that are being interwoven with the pure doctrine of the Church of God in Christ. For if we remain silent, even the elect will suffer, as they may be newborns; this is unacceptable before God, and hopefully unacceptable to those who safeguard the truths in Scripture.

Pilot asked Yeshua, “What is truth?” Yeshua said, “Thy Word is Truth,” speaking of His Father’s doctrine. If then the Word of God is truth, it behooves us to quote it accurately. There are patterns within God’s Word that portray certain truths being ignored by preachers in an effort to gain more of an audience. This is something that must stop.

For the Word of God to do its job, we must preach it as it was intended to be preached. We must not water it down in order to make it more pleasing to the ears of those listening. Accuracy causes repentance in those who will receive the Word properly.

The disciples asked Yeshua a question; “Are there few to be saved?” Yeshua responded, “Strive to enter in by the narrow gate, for many shall try to enter and shall not be able; for broad is the way of destruction, and many there be that go into it.” Luke 13:23-24. His statement is becoming increasingly easy to see to those who are paying close attention.

That being said, let’s move on to what this book is all about. Once read, it should cause those who are able to see, to realize that Scripture doesn’t hide anything to the observant. God has revealed all truth. Are you able to receive what God is about to reveal to you? Hopefully you are one of those paying close enough attention.
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Not Everyone can be Saved

This Chapter will prove that Scripture shows not everyone can be saved. This is a hard truth that only those who are willing to yield to what Scripture reveals can accept. The Church as a whole has been led to believe that anyone who calls upon the name of Yeshua can and will be saved. This however is taking one verse of Scripture and making doctrine out of something that is explained in several places in order for it to be properly understood as it should be understood.

The Word of God is NOT handed to us in simple fashion as many have been led to believe. The Word of God is sharp and powerful when understood correctly. It pierces to the very essence of a man if portrayed correctly. Otherwise, it becomes little more than a tool used as psychology, which helps no one where conversion of the heart is concerned.

Yeshua said, “Not everyone who says unto me, Lord, Lord, shall be saved; but those who do the will of My Father which is in heaven.” Matthew 7:21-22. Most preachers will immediately turn to a Scripture where the crowd asked Yeshua what they needed to do to work the works of God. John 6:28-29. Yeshua’s response was, “This is the work of God; that you believe on Him whom He has sent.”

They think that this answers the first Scripture about salvation. However, one Scripture is merely answering the question of what is needed to perform miracles. It has nothing to do with salvation. This is why Yeshua said, “Many shall say in that day (of judgment), “Did we not prophesy in your name and in your name cast out devils and perform many miracles?” Matthew 7:22. Then I will declare to them, “Depart from Me, you who work lawlessness.” In other words, you who live without the laws of God.

Many Pastors use another version that states; “Depart from Me you workers of Iniquity, I never knew you.” They use the English version to twist Yeshua’s meaning. They claim that Yeshua is actually saying that these people tried to work their way into heaven. This however is NOT what Yeshua is declaring.

He is stating that He never knew them. In other words, they didn’t have His Spirit residing in them, which would have caused them to live a godly lifestyle. Working for God is not the issue here in the above Scripture. The issue is the lifestyle these people lived, while claiming to know God.

It equates to what God told Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. They were not to eat of the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil. What God was telling them, was that they were not to be intimate with God, and intimate with the devil (living both lifestyles) at the same time. In other words, it is speaking of breaking God’s Commandment about taking the name of the Lord thy God in vain (calling yourself by God’s name), yet living like the devil.

Most think to take the name of the Lord in vain means to cuss with the Lord’s name being involved. This is NOT what God was saying in this Commandment. He was telling the people not to be claiming to know Him, and living like the devil. This is what it means to take the name of the Lord (upon yourself; Christian) in vain. Calling yourself by God’s name and yet living like the devil.

This is the idea behind what Christ was saying about those who would tell Him they had prophesied in His name and in His name cast out many devils. They did these things without living godly lifestyles. They used His name, but had never been truly converted where their lifestyles were concerned. They had never received the gift of repentance (the ability to turn from a sinful lifestyle) from God.

There are many within Church walls who fall into this category of believers. This is why Christ told His disciples in Matthew 24:5, “Many will come in MY name, (preaching Him as Messiah) and will deceive many (concerning Christ’s true doctrine).” He knew all too well how men would pervert His Words.

Most preachers use the above Scripture and twist its meaning. They say that it means that many will claim to be Messiah. While it is true that a few men have claimed this, it has been far too few for us to believe that many have come claiming to be Messiah. No, Christ was telling us that many would preach Him as Messiah, yet would mislead men as to His doctrine. This is the state we find the Church in today.

What we see today is a far cry from the doctrine that Christ taught. Christ taught true repentance. A repentance that had a life changing effect on those who were graced with God’s Spirit invading their lives for their betterment. They were never the same, as their sinful habits were abandoned.

If this were not the case, I can imagine the lifestyles of the Apostles being an endless back and forth as far as godliness is concerned. Yet the Apostles told the Church members to be imitators of them. How could this be if they were constantly unable to live godly lives? How then could they set themselves up to be an example to anyone?

But the above arguments are not the strongest arguments about the fact that not everyone can be saved. If we look at Romans 9:6-13, it states that they are not all Israel who are from Israel, nor are they all children (of God) because they are Abraham’s children, but through Isaac shall your descendants be named. 

Romans 9:11-12 gets even bolder. It states that it is God and not us who chooses those who are to be saved. Yeshua said the exact same thing when speaking to His disciples. He said, “You have NOT chosen ME, but I have chosen YOU, to be with Me and that you might bear fruit, and that your fruit might remain...’This I command you, that you love one another.” John 15:16-17

But we have even a stronger witness that not everyone can be saved. Romans 9:14-21, tells us that there is NO injustice in God. God simply decided to make some for honor (saved) and some for common (unsaved) usage. As it is written, “I will have mercy on (save) those whom I will have mercy (save). Verse sixteen says, “So then it does not depend on the one who wills or runs, but on God who has mercy.” This occurs before a person has done anything good or bad according to Romans 9:11-13.

God makes the choice before a child is even born or formed in the womb. With this Jeremiah 1:5 agrees, “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you and appointed you a prophet to the nations.” Of course this is a prophecy concerning Yeshua, but it still holds true of all God’s children as they are chosen before they are even conceived.

This is a concept few have been able to receive, due to them misunderstanding Romans 10:13, “Whosever shall call upon the name of the Lord, shall be saved.” This Scripture is meant as a lifelong thing, and not as some momentary decision. In other words, anyone who calls upon the name of the Lord continuously in truth shall be saved. In other words, their lifestyle will prove them to be true children of God as they become obedient to the laws of God. But this occurs due to God’s choosing THEM, not THEM choosing God.

Romans 9:22-24 shows that God was willing to demonstrate (show) His wrath and make His power known, and yet endured with much patience (over thousands of years) vessels of wrath prepared (God made them) for destruction, and He did so to make known the riches of His glory (thereby showing the difference) upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand (before they were born), whom He also called (after they were born), not among the Jews only, but also among the Gentiles.

These Scriptures plainly tell us that God made some people for salvation (who would be few according to Yeshua’a words); Luke 13:23-24, and some for destruction, who would be many according to the same Scriptures above. In other words, the lost would by far outnumber the saved. But this will be shown to be true by example in the future chapters of this book.

Meanwhile, I would like for you to consider Ecclesiastes 9:14-16. The little city with few (there are actually few to be saved) in it is Jerusalem, and the great king is Satan who came against it. The poor man is Christ who delivered those few to be saved, and yet was not remembered (the Church failed to praise Him properly).
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Scribes and Pharisees Today

In today’s Church thinking, the title of Scribe and Pharisee has a negative connotation. This is due to how the religious leaders treated Yeshua during His earthly ministry. There were however, those Scribes and Pharisees who actually heard and understood their need of Messiah. It is only because of the overwhelming number of Scribes and Pharisees that rejected Yeshua that our minds hold these titles with contempt.

The actuality of it is that these titles are honorable titles if held with dignity and honor before God. So we might say, that there are even Scribes and Pharisees today who uphold the truths of Scripture properly. The problem is that they are also few and far between, even as they were in the days when Yeshua walked the earth.

There is a tendency for those within Church walls to defend their leaders even when those outside Church walls see things that do not match the character of God. But we can see through Scripture that God often times sent the heathen to judge His people when they refused to live godly. Therefore, we MUST understand that sometimes a leader may in fact be erring in his lifestyle, or what he is preaching.

This brings us to the realization that we as the congregational members MUST hold our leaders to a certain set of standards. Scripture tells us exactly what those standards must be. They must be peaceable, not addicted to strong drink, rule well at home, etc. These are God’s standards, not men’s. But we as children of God should be wise enough to choose to follow leaders that will guide us properly, while living godly as well.

We are hard pressed these days to find men with these types of lifestyles, let alone find leaders with these types of lifestyles. So then what are we to do? The answer is something that few actually ever put into practice. We MUST become responsible for working out our own salvation, not expecting a leader to bring us to maturity.

Many are those who have become discouraged and given up due to the realization that the man they chose to lead them in the things of God is NOT what they had hoped or thought he was. Their walk with God became impeded due to this fact. But the reality is that they alone shall bear the consequences if they do not continue to mature in the things of God. Their leader cannot stand before God for them in the end time judgment.

Most who attend Church fellowship have become adept at merely hearing God’s Word during a weekly service, or even a few times a week sermon or prayer gathering. While I applaud their being willing to attend services, they MUST understand that what they are hearing may not in fact be pure truth.

Simply because a leader says he knows the Word of God, does not constitute him automatically speaking truth. Many Scriptures have become twisted due to leaders merely parroting what they have heard all their lives spoken by other leaders, without actually petitioning God for their actual meanings. This is a sad truth that has invaded the Church.

It is akin to what was happening during Christ’s earthly ministry. The religious leaders thought they understood the Scriptures. The people also thought that these leaders understood the Scriptures. Yet we see through the words of Scripture that Yeshua was constantly rebuking these spiritual leaders for their lack of understanding. They were in fact leading people to hell!

The main cause was that they were not preaching a message of repentance. They had substituted the need for repentance with the works mentality. True salvation requires a change of heart. It requires a need for the realization of one’s lost state. It requires one to call out to God for forgiveness, with the attitude of a willing heart to change.

Unfortunately in today’s messages, we hear little if anything about repentance. What is emphasized today is mere belief. However, James 2:19 tells us that the demons believe and shudder. They know the judgment of God for their ungodliness. This is a solemn warning for those who claim to know God to act accordingly and this without feigning (falsehood).

So then preachers or leaders of God’s Word need to realize that it is NOT enough to simply believe what God says. There is a need to act upon it. The first part of the gospel is the word “repent.” This is NOT simply to stop trying to earn your way into heaven as many teachers of God’s Word declare.

True repentance is a change of behavior from a sinful lifestyle, to a lifestyle pleasing to God. It requires of a necessity an adherence to God’s laws. True enough, this cannot be put into practice unless one is born again. But if a person is truly born again, they will have this type of change in their life. It occurs gradually, but usually a major sin is done away with immediately within their lives.

Conviction by the Holy Spirit causes them to repent. Notice I didn’t use the word condemnation of the Holy Spirit. Condemnation occurs if a person is unwilling to listen to the Spirit of God and change their lifestyle. The conviction of the Holy Spirit is so that a person will not have to be condemned if they allow this conviction to change their minds and heart into obedience to God, rather than remaining in rebellion.

Conviction therefore is a chance to avoid condemnation. It is the love of God that allows the conviction of the Holy Spirit to manifest within our lives. It is in effect a warning from God, “Change or suffer the consequences.” The ultimate consequence being eternal separation from God. There are however, lesser consequences if a person has truly been born again. Their judgments are temporary even if God has to use extreme measures including death.

One of the most largely misunderstood things today where Scripture is concerned is that Yeshua merely came to die for the sin of mankind. While this is a truth, it is NOT the only truth within Scripture where His life is concerned. He came for much more than simply to pay the penalty for our sins. He also came to show us the true meaning of God’s law of love.

He showed us by example how to live according to God’s laws, without allowing the letter of God’s laws to get in the way of the spirit of those laws. It is the spirit of the law that is important, not the letter. The letter merely helps clarify the spirit of why the law is in existence.

A prime example is when Yeshua’s disciples were hungry on the Sabbath and were plucking some of the grain off of the corn in a landowner’s field. The Pharisees quoted the law about not working on the Sabbath to Yeshua. His response was that even King David broke the law in order to preserve the spirit of the law, which was to keep man healthy and alive.

The disciples had not broken the law of God by eating the grain from the corn. They were following another law of God that says that if a man is hungry and away from his home, he may eat from the corners of a landowner’s field
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