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Si Jimmy ay nakahiga sa kama habang kayakap ang paborito niyang teddy bear. Gusto niyang matulog, subalit may gumugulo sa kanya na siyang dahilan kung bakit nanatili siyang gising.

Jimmy was lying in his bed hugging his favorite teddy bear. He was really trying to sleep, but something bothered him and kept him wide awake. 

Umalis siya sa kama upang hanapin ang kanyang mga magulang.

He rolled out of bed and went to look for his parents.
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Nanonood ng telebisyon sa sala ang kanyang nanay at tatay. “Nanay, hindi po ako makatulog,” sabi niya.

Down in the living room, his mom and dad were watching TV. “Mommy, I can’t sleep,” he said.

Ginulo ng nanay niya ang kanyang buhok at binigyan siya ng halik. “Anong iniisip mo?”

Mom ruffled his hair and gave him a kiss. “What are you thinking about?” 

“Iniisip ko ang tungkol sa paaralan ,” bulong niya at niyakap ang kanyang nanay nang mahigpit.

“I’m thinking about daycare,” he whispered and hugged Mom tightly.
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“Anak, masaya sa paaralan!” sabi ng nanay niya.

“Oh, sweetie, daycare is so fun!” said Mom.

“Makakakilala ka ng mga bagong kaibigan doon,” dagdag pa ng tatay niya. “Sa totoo lang, sobrang saya doon at sana ay makasama din ako doon!”

“You’ll meet new friends there,” added Dad. “In fact, it’s so much fun that I wish I could go, too!”

“Pwede po ba akong manatili dito sa bahay kasama ka?” tanong ni Jimmy habang nakasandal ang ulo niya sa balikat ng kanyang nanay.

“Can I stay at home with you?” asked Jimmy. His head fell on Mom’s shoulder.
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Hinaplos ng nanay niya ang kanyang ulo habang nakatitig sa kanyang mga mata. “Paano kung ganito,” sabi niya. “Dahil unang araw mo ngayon sa paaralan, mananatili ka lamang doon sa loob ng dalawang oras, pagkatapos noon, babalik ako para sunduin ka pauwi sa bahay, pero alam ko na magiging sobrang masaya ka doon at hindi mo na gugustuhing umalis.”

Mom stroked his head, looking deeply into his eyes. “How about this," she said. “Since it’s your first day in daycare, you’ll only stay there for two hours. After that, I’ll come back to take you home. But I’m sure that you'll have so much fun that you won’t even want to leave.” 

“Alam mo ba?” sabi ng tatay niya. “Pwede mong isama ang teddy bear mo doon. Hindi ba magandang ideya iyon?” tumango si Jimmy.

“You know what?” said Dad. “You can even take your teddy bear with you. Does that sound good?” Jimmy nodded. 

“Isa kang matapang at matalinong bata,” sabi ng nanay niya habang hinahalikan siya sa kanyang noo. “Sigurado akong pagod ka na, tara na at matulog.” 

“Oh, you’re such a big and smart boy,” said Mom, kissing his forehead. “I’m sure you’re tired. Let’s go to bed.” 
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Sinamahan si Jimmy ng kanyang nanay papunta sa kanyang kwarto. Pagkatapos ay binigyan niya ng huling halik sa gabing iyon at bumulong siya kay Jimmy. “Mahal kita, Anak.”

She led Jimmy to his room and tucked him in. Then, she gave him a goodnight kiss and whispered in his ear, “I love you, sweetie.”

“Mahal din kita, Nanay,” sabi ni Jimmy. Niyakap niya ang kanyang teddy bear habang humihikab sabay pikit ng kanyang mga mata.

“I love you too, Mom,” said Jimmy. With a big yawn, he hugged his teddy bear and closed his eyes. 

Halos patulog na si Jimmy nang may marinig siyang kakaibang boses. “Uy, Jimmy!”

Jimmy was almost asleep when he heard a strange voice. “Hey, Jimmy!”

Minulat niya ang kanyang mga mata at tumingin-tingin sa paligid. “Sino ang nagsasalita?” tanong ni Jimmy.

He opened his eyes, looking around. “Who’s talking?” murmured Jimmy.
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“Ako ito, ang iyong teddy bear!” 

“It’s me, your teddy bear!” 

Tumingin si Jimmy sa baba at siya ay namangha. Ang teddy bear ay kumaway at ngumiti sa kanya. “Nakita kong nababalisa ka,” sabi ng teddy bear.

Astonished, Jimmy looked down. The teddy bear waved his hand and smiled. “I saw you were upset,” said the teddy bear.

Huminga ng malalim si Jimmy.” Oo, pupunta ako sa paaralan bukas,” mahinang sabi niya.

Jimmy sighed deeply. “Yes, I’m going to daycare tomorrow,” he mumbled. 
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“Ngunit gusto kong sumama sayo kaibigan kong Jimmy,” sambit ng kanyang teddy bear at sabay kumindat at ngumiti kay Jimmy.

“Jimmy, my friend, but I’m going with you!” The teddy bear winked at Jimmy and gave him his big teddy-bear smile. 

Nag-uumapaw sa saya si Jimmy, habang nakatingin sa teddy bear na nagtatatalon at pumapalakpak.

Jimmy burst out laughing, looking at his teddy bear, who was jumping and clapping. 

“Shhhh,” bulong ng teddy bear. Tinuro niya ang dalawang nakatatandang kapatid ni Jimmy na natutulog sa kani-kanilang mga higaan. “Kailangan na rin nating matulog, may magandang pangyayaring nag-aantay sa atin bukas.”

“Shhhh,” whispered the teddy bear. He pointed to Jimmy’s two older brothers, who were sleeping in their beds. “We’d better sleep, too. There’s a new, exciting adventure waiting for us tomorrow!”

Siya ay tumalon papunta sa balikat ni Jimmy at niyakap siya palapit. “Magandang gabi, aking kaibigan!”

He jumped into Jimmy’s arms and cuddled him close. “Goodnight, my friend!”
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Noong sumunod na araw ang kanyang dalawang nakatatandang kapatid ay nagtatalon palayo sa kama at naglakad papunta kay Jimmy.

The next morning his two older brothers jumped out of bed and walked over to Jimmy. 

“Ngayon ang unang araw mo sa paaralan. Napakaswerte mo!” sabi ng kanyang kuya.

“Today is your first day in daycare. You are so lucky,” said his oldest brother.

Sabik si Jimmy sa kanyang unang araw pero di pa rin naalis ang kanyang pag-aalala. “Ngayong araw magtatagal lang ako doon sa loob ng dalawang oras, mas mabuti iyon. Matagal na ba sa iyo iyon?” ang tanong niya.

Jimmy was excited but a little bit worried. “I’m only going for two hours today,” he murmured. “Is it a long time?”
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