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    Unknown Histories


    There are historical records of the lives of Jesus Christ and his Mother Mary that have been accepted and used by the Eastern Christian Church from Apostolic times and by the Western Church until the last few centuries. They were not included in the Holy Scriptures since it could not be established beyond doubt that they were written by one of the Twelve Apostles.


    The first Christians did not at all consider the books which now make up the New Testament to be specially inspired in contrast to the books that were not included. In fact there was no New Testament at that time, just a collection of books by many authors. Many writings, such as those of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, a disciple of the Apostle John, were read in the churches as being inspired holy scripture. Excepting the Four Gospels, anything written by a saint today is considered by Eastern Christians to be virtually–though not officially–of the same value as the books of the Bible. But when a fundamental collection of authoritative Christian writings was to be made, it was decided that only those written by the Twelve should be included. However, the spiritual authority of other books was in no way lessened by this decision.


    It is true, however, that the four Gospels of the New Testament are looked upon as having a unique value. This is because these four books are not mere history, but symbolic presentations of the passage from humanity to divinity, from son of man to Son of God. In the main the Gospels are historically true, but the choice and arrangement of incidents and teachings have an esoteric purpose, and the deeper meaning is to be sought beneath the surface appearance of things. The other gospels not included in the New Testament are simple history without this higher symbolic dimension, as we shall see.


    Are they accurate?


    Can we be sure these books are really historically accurate? Not any more than we can be sure of anything that comes to us from the past. However it would not matter if they were totally fiction, for since they were accepted and circulated by the Christians from the very beginning we can know that their contents were in perfect accord with the original principles of the Christian Church. For example, Saint Anna fears to take a headband from her maidservant lest it have a curse woven into it. Even if this did not take place, the acceptance of the incident by the early Church shows that Christians believed that there were such things as curse objects. We also see that the original Christians believed in sacred plants, communication with angels, divination, and other such things that today are considered completely unchristian–which demonstrates that it is contemporary Christianity itself that is unchristian rather than those concepts.


  




  

    Chapter One


    The Protoevangelium Of Saint James
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    We will begin our investigations with the book known as theProtoevangelium of Saint James. Whether the James who authored it is Saint James the Greater, Saint James the Less, or another James is not known. “Protoevangelium” means “First Gospel,” So we can assume that it was the first written record of Christ and his Mother, though it could also simply mean that as history it contains only the beginning of the history of Jesus. It opens very simply:


    The birth of Mary, the holy Mother of God and very glorious Mother of Jesus Christ.


    Right away we are encountering profound significance. This first sentence does not just say “Mother of God” or “Mother of Jesus Christ,” but: “Mary, the holy Mother of God and very glorious Mother of Jesus Christ.” This is because in the incarnation of Jesus we have the individual consciousness whose first incarnation in this creation cycle was as Adam, but who as Jesus was manifested as God. By nature he was a part, but by evolution he had attained the consciousness of the Whole. He began as Adam, but by the time he was born as Jesus in Nazareth he had ascended and become one in consciousness with God, and therefore a Son of God, a perfect Logos or Word “spoken” by God. Having become a Son of God, he returned to earth for the work of redemption. (For a complete exposition of this and subsequent matters, see Robe of Light.)


    Jesus the Christ was a single Person, yet his nature was dual. His consciousness was both relative and absolute–the former by eternal nature and the latter by evolution and divine grace. Though by nature finite, through the uniting of his consciousness with God he was sharing in the infinity of God. In this way he was both man and God.What matters, though, is not the definition of Christ’s nature(s) but the truth that he was exactly what we are to become. 


    Let us move a bit ahead of ourselves and ask: Who was Mary? She, too, was God and woman, being at first Eve and now one with God the Holy Spirit, the Divine Mother aspect of God–truly holy and very glorious. Mary was the counterpart of Jesus, a feminine manifestation of Divine Consciousness. For this reason she is the Mother of all Christians. In Jesus and in us Mary is Mother of God and man. For this reason James began his gospel with Mary.


    In the records of the twelve tribes of Israel was Joachim, a man rich exceedingly; and he brought his offerings double, saying: There shall be of my superabundance to all the people, and there shall be the offering for my forgiveness to the Lord for a propitiation for me.


    There is another reading of Saint Joachim’s words:


    What I offer over and above what the law requires is for the benefit of the whole people; but the offering I make for my own forgiveness (according to the law’s requirements) shall be to the Lord, that he may be rendered merciful to me.


    Saint Joachim was both compassionate and wise. He not only had sympathy for the poor who could not make offerings for themselves, he also knew that no one lives unto himself but is an integral part of all humanity, especially those in the immediate orbit of his life. That is why in esoteric study we speak of family karmas, national karmas, and even race karmas. It is an essential part of self-knowledge to look at ourselves in the connotation of the family, country, and race into which we have taken incarnation, for unless we had a deep affinity–at least within our inner minds if not consciously–we could not have taken birth among those groups. Many times we meet metaphysically-inclined people who consider themselves far more advanced than their family or culture, but they are mistaken. If they were not rooted in the same psychic soil they could not have become part of them.


    This being so, Saint Joachim realized that the sins of the people were also his sins, and that the purification of the people was his purification. The spiritual aspirant is keenly aware that an integral part of his personal upliftment must be the upliftment of others–“thy neighbor as thyself.” Possessing this awareness, Saint Joachim brought double of the offerings so that half of it would be for propitiation of all the people. (These offerings were not blood sacrifices, as will be discussed later.)


    For the great day of the Lord was at hand, and the sons of Israel were bringing their offerings. And there stood over against him Rubim saying: It is not meet for you first to bring your offerings, because you have not made seed in Israel.


    It was considered everyone’s duty to increase the ranks of the people of Israel by having children, and it was hoped that the first child would be a male, since by the Law he would be considered a spiritual Levite and able to serve in the temple as a priest. “It is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord” (Luke 2:23). The most important reason Israelites wished to have children was the possibility that one of them might be the Messiah, or if not the Messiah, perhaps an ancestor of the Messiah or one who would be contemporary with the Messiah and follow him in his mission.


    Because of this it was considered a shame to have no children and thereby be denied a part in the destiny of Israel. Since the Hebrews believed in reincarnation (see May a Christian Believe in Reincarnation?), childlessness was not considered an arbitrary act or punishment by God, but a sign that the barren were unworthy to partake of Israel’s destiny, perhaps having in a previous life proved unworthy as Jews, or having been Gentiles scornful of the Jews who were born into Israel to suffer retribution in this form. Childlessness was a virtual means of being expelled from Israel even in life. Since Saint Joachim was considered to be cursed and an outcast from Israel because of childlessness, it was but natural that Rubim might consider that he was not qualified to make offerings in the temple.


    And Joachim was exceedingly grieved, and went away to the registers of the twelve tribes of the people, saying, I shall see the registers of the twelve tribes of Israel, as to whether I alone have not made seed in Israel. And he searched, and found that all the righteous had raised up seed in Israel.


    Does this mean that in all the history of the Hebrews there had been no one without children? No, but the custom was that if a couple had no children they would adopt a child (usually of a relative) and raise it as their own, in this way contributing a child to the nation. But Saints Joachim and Anna had not done this, for they wanted to offer a child their own unto Israel and God. Something within themselves impelled them to this, no doubt a subliminal knowledge of their destiny and that of the Child they would offer.


    From the Bible we know that when Eve, who was called “mother of all the living” by Adam (Genesis 3:20), was reincarnated as Sarah and Hannah she had to suffer for a long time the reproach of barrenness before miraculously giving birth to sons. Then as Mary she gave birth miraculously, in virginity, to the Messiah.


    And he called to mind the patriarch Abraham, that in the last day God gave him a son Isaac. And Joachim was exceedingly grieved and did not come into the presence of his wife; but he retired into the hill country, and there pitched his tent and fasted forty days and forty nights, saying in himself: I will not go down either for food or for drink until the Lord my God shall look upon me, and prayer shall be my food and drink.


    Forty days and nights are a cycle of inner tides that we find over and over again in the Scriptures and which it is good for us to observe, as well. Instead of getting impatient when some prayers or esoteric work does not bear effect, we should keep it up for forty days to get a result. Forty days and nights are a natural cycle even in the body. This is why a forty-days’ fast is considered efficacious for health. Saint Joachim was an Essene ascetic and capable of such a prolonged abstinence even from water.


    And his wife Anna mourned in two mournings, and lamented in two lamentations, saying: I shall bewail my widowhood; I shall bewail my childlessness.


    Anna believed that Joachim had wandered off into the wilderness and died there in sorrow. This is why she speaks of her widowhood.


    And the great day of the Lord [the Passover] was at hand; and Judith her maidservant said: How long do you humiliate your soul? Behold, the great day of the Lord is at hand, and it is unlawful for you to mourn. But take this head-band, which the woman that made it gave to me; for it is not proper that I should wear it, because I am a maidservant, and it has a royal appearance.


    And Anna said: Depart from me; for I have not done such things, and the Lord has brought me very low. I fear that some wicked person has given it to you and you have come to make me a sharer in your sin.


    This second paragraph sets forth an extremely important principle which we as seekers for higher consciousness must take exceedingly seriously, although in modern times it is looked upon as abject superstition. The principle is quite simple: physical objects can be infused with negative or positive energies which will then be conveyed to wherever they are kept or to whoever touches or wears them. Those who regard this idea as superstition are themselves still living in the Middle Ages of Europe when it was believed that matter was solid, that wood was wood and stone was stone–and nothing more. In modern times we know quite well that everything is vibrating energy, that the only difference between wood and stone is the arrangement of the basic energy components or the pattern, in the sense of the arrangement of the energies or atomic particles. The enlightened have known this for time beyond calculation, although the scientists have only recently come to realize it. Also, the “substance” of an object is much less than the amount of space within it.


    Esotericists know that an object can be overlaid or infused with other energy patterns. That is, subtler energy fields can be introduced into the basic energy field of an object. These subtler energy fields will irradiate the space around it and may even be absorbed by other objects, including living beings, that come near or touch them. Sometimes these energy implants are exhausted by absorption into other objects or into the space around them, or they may continually flow a seemingly inexhaustible current of the infused energies.


    Saint Anna was aware that the infusion of energies can be accomplished at will by those who know how. This does, indeed, fall into the category of “magic,” if we consider magic as the ability to produce change by an act of will, such an act of will often being manifested through some type of ritual action or intense mental declaration. In this way it is truly possible to “put a curse” on an object so that whoever comes in contact with it will be affected by its destructive energies. We must not over-romanticize this idea and only think of such destructive infusion being done by malevolent magicians in elaborate regalia like the witch in Disney’s Snow White. Objects can be infused with negative energies in other ways.


    Jewelry is often a conveyer of unwholesome energies. The legends of diamonds carrying a curse can be believed. Food, too, carries the vibrations of whoever prepares or serves it, which is why we must be careful to bless everything we eat. And we can see from all this how careful we have to be regarding anything in our environment.


    Saint Anna told her maid: “I fear that some wicked person has given it to you and you have come to make me a sharer in your sin.” To state it bluntly, Saint Anna thought that her maid had perhaps prostituted herself and the headband was her “payment.” Having come to the maid because of a negative action, the object would vibrate with negative energies. Even those who do not believe in these things often use the term “dirty money” without understanding it. Money is especially potent, for it is the manifestation of concentrated life energies. Money from an evil source or gotten by evil action will enter into the life of those who receive it like poison into a bloodstream. The entire life of the recipient will become infected by it.


    A century or so ago one of the monasteries on Mount Athos, the monastic and spiritual center of the Eastern (Byzantine) Orthodox Church, had become so dilapidated that some of the monks left the Holy Mountain to raise money for renovation. At that time the king of Romania was a very evil man. When the monks came to solicit money from him, he asked them outright: “If I give you enough money for all the repairs you need and even more, will you agree that the monks will take on my sins?” Eager for the money, and not really believing such a thing could be done, the monks foolishly agreed and the king gave them a fortune. Immediately they returned to Athos and renovated the existing structures and built new ones, including a new, lavishly adorned church. They did not tell anyone, however, of their agreement with the king. At the dedication of the church they had a long vigil, during which one of the monks fell asleep. In his sleep he saw that everything in the church was covered with disgusting filth. As he looked around in amazement, angels descended into the church and began pouring water over everything, washing off the filth and collecting it into a large basin. When all had been washed, the angels then began going from monk to monk, making each one drink of the muck. When they came to him, he refused, but they grabbed him, and started to force him to drink, saying: “You agreed to take the sins of the Romanian king, so fulfill your promise.” The monk began shouting that he had never agreed to such a thing, and woke up, shouting his words aloud. Then he told everyone what he had seen. Upon being questioned, the monks responsible admitted to their agreement with the king. Horrified, most of the monks left and went to other monasteries so as not to partake of the sins of their “benefactor.”


    We must be very careful to accept money or other gifts only from those of upright character. And we must never work for negative individuals or organizations, for we will in time become imbued with their polluted energies. This is why the seeker for higher consciousness must be very careful regarding his employment. For this reason it is good to be self-employed.


    Saint Anna, being a prophetess among the Essenes, was aware of the hidden side of things, especially in this area.


    And Judith said: Why should I curse you, seeing that the Lord has shut your womb, so as not to give you fruit in Israel?


    The maid took it to mean that the object was a cursing object, though Saint Anna had not meant it that way. She then said, as did all others, that Saints Joachim and Anna were under a curse already, since they had no children.


    And Anna was grieved exceedingly and put off her garments of mourning, and cleaned her head, and put on her wedding garments, and about the ninth hour went down to the garden to walk.


    The subject of objects and their effect on us through their vibrations is being continued. Although advanced in years, Saint Anna still had her wedding garments, and she put them on in preparation for her intense “storming of heaven.” She did this because at her wedding she had been blessed to have children, yet this had not been accomplished. By wearing her wedding clothing she was attempting to evoke the power of the ritual, to re-enter the thought form of the event, and thus to trigger the blessing into being effective. We may think this childish or naive, but our mind is the greatest force in our life, and our thoughts can have even physical effects, as psychosomatic disease demonstrates. There is a tribe in South America that has no idea what produces conception. A woman of that tribe never conceives until the shaman “impregnates” her by pouring an herbal extract into her ear! Such is the power of both thought and “magic” on our physical constitution. Being aware of this power, Saint Anna put on her wedding garments to empower the deeper aspects of her mind. In a sense she was praying with action instead of words when she put them on.


    Clothes are thoughtforms that have a profound effect on us, which is why various professions wear distinctive uniforms. The moment the uniform is donned, the wearer’s state of mind is affected by it and energized to manifest the qualities of that profession. Throughout the recorded history of mankind, a distinctive mode of dress has always characterized those who specialized in religion. In many spiritual institutions a specific form of ritual dress is used. Many Buddhists have “temple clothes” which they wear in their worship at home and in the temple.


    Saint Anna prayed at the ninth hour–that is, about three in the afternoon. There are certain times more conducive to prayer and meditation than others, and the hours from three to six–both morning and afternoon–are especially so.


    And she saw a laurel, and sat under it…


    Plants, like people, have vibrations, and there are such things as sacred plants: plants whose vibrations or emanations are purifying and conducive to calmness, higher consciousness, and spiritual practice. This is why in India the yogis plant five kinds of trees in a certain pattern known as a Panchavati which produces a magnetic atmosphere that is very conducive for meditation.


    Laurel trees were considered extremely auspicious by both Jews and Gentiles. Roman victors were crowned with laurel leaves. The laurel tree is sacred to Christians also, and new Christians were often crowned with laurel leaves.


    The basil plant is also sacred to Christians because it grew spontaneously over the place where the Cross was buried. It often grows spontaneously without seeds from ground where water from the washing of sacred vessels is poured. I have seen this.


    …and prayed to the Lord, saying: O God of our fathers, bless me and hear my prayer, as thou didst bless the womb of Sarah, and didst give her a son Isaac.


    And gazing towards the heaven, she saw a sparrow’s nest in the laurel, and made a lamentation in herself saying: Alas! who begot me? and what womb produced me? because I have become a curse in the presence of the sons of Israel, and I have been reproached, and they have driven me in derision out of the temple of the Lord.


    Remembering that in the divine plan Sarah had been barren for many years, Saint Anna pleads that her destiny will be the same. But the interesting aspect of her prayer is the idea that her fate is a reflection of her ancestry. After all, we only get apples out of apple trees or pears out of pear trees, so it can be speculated that like gives birth to like. This is why you can judge the parents by the children, and you can usually predict the children by the parents.


    There is an esoteric science to bloodline, to genetics. The principle “as above, so below” applies here. There are astral and causal levels to heredity as well as physical levels. We are a living part of humanity, and specifically of that small part that is our family. We are in our family, and our family is in us. Whatever is in our ancestry has been born in us. However different we may think we are or even seem to be, the unity is still there affecting us. It does not matter if we have told the truth all our life, if everybody else in our family lies from morning till night we can know that some type of karmic affinity with the lying trait is within us. Otherwise it would not have been possible for us to be born into a family of liars. Of course our birth may have been for us to consciously reject the habit of untruth, so we need not think we must lie like them.


    Part of self-knowledge is knowledge of our antecedents, though not in the superficial ways of mechanical genealogy. This is why in the East the biographer of a saint always begins with the grandparents, or even further back, for spiritual life must begin in our ancestors before we are born, to prepare for our advent in that family. In conscious spiritual life we have to see ourselves as part of a whole, and we have to work on the whole as we work out our own evolution, our own purification and perfection.


     Jesus stated that married people are one, not two (Matthew 19:3-5), and we find this implied here when Saint Anna laments: “I have become a curse in the presence of the sons of Israel, and I have been reproached, and they have driven me in derision out of the temple of the Lord.” She is describing the experience of Joachim, but she attributes it to herself because of her inner unity with her husband.


    Alas! to what have I been likened? I am not like the fowls of the heaven, because even the fowls of the heaven are productive before thee, O Lord. Alas! to what have I been likened? Alas! to what have I been likened? I am not like the beasts of the earth, because even the beasts of the earth are productive before thee, O Lord. Alas! to what have I been likened? I am not like these waters, because even these waters are productive before thee, O Lord. Alas! to what have I been likened? I am not like this earth, because even the earth bringeth forth its fruits in season, and blesseth thee, O Lord.


    There is a deeper side to Saint Anna’s grief. She knew well the principle stated later on by Saint Paul: “For the earnest expectation of the creature [creation] waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.… For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now” (Romans 8:19, 22). The entire creation is a living organism whose sole purpose is the manifestation of enlightened, fully self-conscious beings who have entered into unity with the Supreme Consciousness. To this end, the individual spirits pass from form to form, up the ladder of evolution, and the key to it all is the giving of birth to those evolving spirits. Motherhood is the cornerstone of evolution, and the giving of birth is a truly divine act. Without a mother, even the Sons of God could not manifest upon the earth as saviors. Therefore motherhood is a cosmic act, not the (often) selfish or burdensome state human beings have turned it into by their ignorance.


    So Saint Anna is lamenting that although the beings of lesser evolution are participating in the divine process of giving spirits entry into manifestation for their progress upward, she is barred from this. To be barren had, then, a more esoteric character and seemed an indication that the individual was unworthy to participate in the universal betterment. This would be a cutting off from life in a much greater sense than is realized at first consideration.


    Here we see set before us the fact that to be a seeker after Christhood brings far greater knowledge than can possibly be comprehended in the beginning, but that knowledge can also become a means of profound suffering, as well.


    And, behold, an angel of the Lord stood by, saying: Anna, Anna, the Lord hath heard thy prayer, and thou shalt conceive, and shalt bring forth; and thy seed shall be spoken of in all the world.


    The first significant point here is what is not in the text. That is, there is no questioning by Saint Anna as to what is the nature of the divine messenger. She knew he was an angel–but how did she know this, since the Bible is very clear in stating that angels appear exactly like young, beardless men (Mark 16:5)? They do not have wings to let us know they are not human beings. How, then, did Saint Anna know what kind of entity was addressing her? Through two things: intuition (mystical insight) and experience. As an Essene her inner faculties had been enlivened, and she had developed them through her spiritual practice. Hence she saw far more than the surface appearance of things. Therefore when she saw the angel, although her physical eyes registered only the form of a young human male, her awakened inner eye perceived the distinctive light body of an angelic being. Also, she was used to witnessing angelic apparitions. The Essenes were especially interested in the angels, and the Dead Seas scrolls contain some of their ritual texts for the invocation of angels. Saint Anna was used to observing their continual coming and going, even if she did not usually speak with them.


    Knowing that she was receiving a visitation from a divine messenger, Saint Anna doubted not for a moment, but responded with complete assurance in the words of the angel.


    And Anna said: As the Lord my God liveth, if I beget either male or female, I will bring it as a gift to the Lord my God; and it shall minister to him in holy things all the days of its life.


    Essentially this was the same vow that Hannah had made regarding the prophet Samuel. It also shows her worthiness; for she did not want the child for selfish reasons, but for the service of God. Otherwise she could not have brought herself to make such a vow. It is much too common for people to want children for their amusement and then to not want them once they have been born and proven to be a responsibility instead of dolls to be played with and put on the shelf when interest fades. In former days people wanted children to help them in their work and to care for them in their old age. But the motivation of Saint Anna is quite different. It was not the reproach of others that she wished to have removed by childbearing, but the implied unworthiness to be an active part in the divine plan of evolution. That is, she wanted to be fruitful unto God, not man.


    The Essenes held the doctrine of rebirth, so Saint Anna knew that any child would not be “hers,” but would be a pilgrim on the evolutionary path to God. Like herself, the child would belong only to God. Her giving birth to it would be a divine trust. Since the child would come from God, she would give it back to God. This is the right perspective.


    Behold, two angels came, saying to her: Behold, Joachim thy husband is coming with his flocks. For an angel of the Lord went down to him, saying: Joachim, Joachim, the Lord God hath heard thy prayer. Go down hence; for, behold, thy wife Anna shall conceive.


    Why did not the first angel tell her about the coming of Saint Joachim? Because it was of a different order of angel altogether. To develop their powers of will and concentration, those who are working out their evolution in the angelic level are extremely specialized. They only do one kind of work. If they are helping someone in the lower worlds (animal, human-embodied, or human-discarnate) who needs work done for them in an area that is not their specialty, they (the angels) call for assistance from the type of angels that do work in that area. Whatever the need, there are angels to supply it. There are empowering and strengthening angels, intelligence-developing angels, healing angels, spiritualizing angels, wisdom-bearing angels, angels of inspiration-intuition, and angels of peace–to name only a fraction of the types. Whatever we may need, there is an angel to help in its attainment. There are other angels that do the works of creation, as well. There are guarding and guiding angels, too. Some look after our physical life, some our psychic life and others our spiritual life.


    In this incident we see there are angels that bear messages from God and there are angels that reveal things to people. Regarding the latter, it is recorded that Saint Anthony the Great once sent a disciple to meet two men who were coming into the Egyptian desert to see him, but who for lack of water did not have the strength to manage. They were amazed when the disciple came to them with water and food. When they got to Saint Anthony they asked him how he had known of their coming, and he told them that their guardian angels had come and told him of them and their need.


    Whether we can hear the voice of our guardian angels or not, they can hear our messages to them, and we should ask them for their assistance and guidance. This brings up a vital subject in relation to angels. This world is the world of human beings, not angels, therefore angels often cannot help human beings unless they are asked to do so. This being so, we should cultivate the practice of asking for angelic assistance. On the other hand, angels do not do that which we can do for ourselves, or which we can get other human beings to do. For example, angels will not teach those who are too proud to learn from other human beings. Nor will they clear up problems that a human being could take care of himself. Not being lazy themselves, they will not foster laziness in us.


    And Joachim went down and called his shepherds, saying: Bring me hither ten she-lambs without spot or blemish, and they shall be for the Lord my God; and bring me twelve calves, and they shall be for the priests and the elders; and a hundred goats for all the people.


    Joachim was going to send the lambs, calves, and goats as presents for the priests, elders, and people, but not for sacrifice or to be killed and eaten. The Essenes were vegetarians who never permitted animal sacrifice at any time. They did not believe that God had commanded animal sacrifice, but interpreted the Torah symbolically. They considered that those who offered animal sacrifice were corrupting the Law, not fulfilling it. If we look in the Psalms and the words of the prophets we will find animal sacrifice spoken of with disapproval. “Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats?” (Psalms 50:13). “To what purpose [is] the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord: …I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats” (Isaiah 1:11). This is because the prophets were all Essenes.


    Whenever the Essenes sent animals to the Temple it was understood that they would be kept alive and used for the work of the Temple. Female cows were kept for milk, and the males were used for carrying things and for plowing the Temple gardens. The sheep and goats were used for their wool and hair (goat hair makes indestructible rugs, curtains, and such) as well as their milk (the Israelites drank both sheep’s and goat’s milk and made cheese from them also). Any animals given by the Essenes were allowed to live out their full span of life. This was agreed to by the priests because the Essenes also gave them a lot of money, and they did not want to offend them.


    As already stated, the Essenes were strict vegetarians. They never ate meat–not even on Passover. Instead of the Paschal lamb they would put a bone of a lamb that had died naturally (or by accident) on the table, or a representation of a bone. In modern times Jewish vegetarians do the same thing. Some of them use a stalk of celery to represent a bone. I mention this here because there are some people who assume that, being a Jew, Jesus must have eaten meat at least on Passover, but this is incorrect. Being an Essene, Jesus never ate meat or fish in his entire life.


    And, behold, Joachim came with his flocks; and Anna stood by the gate and saw Joachim coming, and she ran and hung upon his neck, saying: Now I know that the Lord God hath blessed me exceedingly; for, behold, the widow no longer a widow, and I the childless shall conceive. And Joachim rested the first day in his house.


    This took place in Jerusalem as the other accounts we will be considering make clear. The meeting of Joachim and Anna took place at the gate called the Beautiful Gate or the Golden Gate.


    And on the following day he brought his offerings, saying in himself: If the Lord God has been rendered gracious to me, the plate on the priest’s forehead will make it manifest to me.


    Just as the breastplate of the high priest was used for divination, so also was the plate worn on the forehead of an offering priest. One function of this plate was to indicate if the person who made the offering, or the offering itself, was worthy. Just how this was done is not known but is hinted at in the next portion.


    And Joachim brought his offerings, and observed attentively the priest’s plate when he went up to the altar of the Lord, and he saw no sin in himself. And Joachim said: Now I know that the Lord has been gracious unto me, and has remitted all my sins.


    And he went down from the Temple of the Lord justified, and departed to his own house.


    From this it is evident that something would appear in the plate on the priest’s forehead when he approached the altar. We do know that the way the high priest’s breastplate reflected the lights of the menorah was interpreted in a divinatory sense, so perhaps the same thing was observed in relation to the plate on the priest’s forehead.


    An important point here is the lawfulness of divination. Ignorant Christians quote the Bible to show that divination is prohibited, but their position is based on a defect in translation. The words incorrectly translated “divination” in the Old Testament prohibitions mean the attempt to foretell the future by slaughtering animals and looking at their entrails for divinatory signs (this was very popular with the Greeks and Romans), or the foretelling of the future by observing the flight patterns of birds. One is disgusting and the other is silly. But correct divination was a regular practice among the Jews. When Gideon put out a fleece to observe whether it would be wetted by the dew or not, he was not asking God to work a miracle, but was practicing divination. “And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said, behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor; and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth beside, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said. And it was so: for he rose up early on the morrow, and thrust the fleece together, and wringed the dew out of the fleece, a bowl full of water. And Gideon said unto God,… I pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew. And God did so that night: for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground.” (Judges 6:36-40)


    We can also see from this that the ritualistic worship of God in correct form is not some pious folderol, but is a means of communication with higher realms of knowledge. Mystic knowledge and ritual complement each other. When a religion loses its mysticism, as in the Protestant Reformation, it loses its ritual as well, and usually actively rejects ritual. Mystic experience and ritual complement one another. Jung has written a valuable essay on this in Modern Man in Search of a Soul.


    And her months were fulfilled, and in the ninth month Anna brought forth. And she said to the midwife: What have I brought forth? and she said: a girl. And said Anna: my soul has been magnified this day. And she laid her down. And the days having been fulfilled, Anna was purified, and gave the breast to the child, and called her name Mary.


    Saint Anna gave her daughter the name of Miriam [Mary] for two reasons. First, that had been her name in her incarnation as Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Moses. Secondly, the name means “bitterness” and “rebellion” or “disobedience,” and is a reference to her life as Eve in which she had disobeyed and brought bitterness to herself and her children. In the present incarnation it would be her obedience and humility that would reverse her ancient transgression and bring the sweetness of deliverance to her long-wandering children.


    And the child grew strong day by day; and when she was six months old, her mother set her on the ground to try whether she could stand, and she walked seven steps and came into her bosom; and she snatched her up, saying: As the Lord my God liveth, thou shalt not walk on this earth until I bring thee into the Temple of the Lord.


    This incident shows that Mary was born with perfect consciousness and mastery, that she did not need to mature as do those who are forced into embodiment by their karma. She had come to birth by her divine will, and therefore at no time was bound by the limitations common to those under the bondage of birth and death and karma. When Gautama Buddha was born, he also walked seven steps for the same purpose. In one record we will be studying, it is related that Jesus spoke as soon as he was born. The meaning is the same. The seven steps are also emblematic of their perfect mastery of the seven planes of existence and consciousness.


    In case these incidents might seem impossible, we should remember that some years ago in South America a new-born child spoke to the staff in the delivery room of a hospital, telling them who she had been in a previous life (actually, she spoke of it as her present life because she did not realize she had been reborn), and asked for their help. She spoke clearly in a high thin voice for nearly twenty minutes, then her speaking began to alternate with the normal crying of an infant, and before the hour had passed she had lapsed completely into the limited state of a new-born human being.


    Saint Anna’s vow: “thou shalt not walk on this earth until I bring thee into the Temple of the Lord,” was not uncommon at the time, and is observed by some “primitive” people even now. At the time of Christ many royal or aristocratic families brought their children to adulthood without ever letting their feet touch the earth. Saint Barbara was raised in a tower and was never allowed to go out. (This was somewhat the same as the Emperor of China never cutting his fingernails.) Such was often the practice with female children until their marriage–not unlike the eighteenth and nineteenth century feeling that girls brought up in convents were somehow more desirable as wives, having been sheltered and kept innocent of the corrupt ways of the world. In Mary’s case, though, this was a sign that she was to “walk” only in the realms of spirit and not of earth, and also an indication that she was specially consecrated to divine service. Rolling out a carpet for important people to walk on is a modern vestige of this idea.


    And she made a sanctuary in her bed-chamber, and allowed nothing common or unclean to pass through it.


    Whether Saint Anna merely did not allow all and sundry to enter the bed-chamber, or whether she built a elevated floor as well (which was done at that time), it is not clear. The ceremonial observances of purity were scrupulously observed as well, showing that they were taken very seriously by the Essenes. To understand these rules we must remember that they have their roots in India, where the terms shud and ashud are employed for “clean” and “unclean.” These words have another dimension besides simple absence of dirt. They have a connotation of purity in the sense of perfect absence of anything alien. Today in India, for example, the word shud will be used to designate that something is unadulterated. Shuddha-shraddha, for example, means “pure faith” in the sense that it is one hundred percent faith unmixed with not an atom of doubt. Shud ghee means clarified butter that is not mixed with any other material. So these terms are dealing with the vibrations, the life force (prana), of objects or people, not just with the ideas of physical dirtiness or cleanliness–though that is there, too.


    One of the cardinal rules of intensive spiritual life is the necessity of maintaining the integrity of our own life energies: in full strength without dissipation, and unmingled with the life energies or vibrations of others. This is because such a mixture can bring confusion into the psychic processes and mind, and even produce a lowering of consciousness. Yogananda often said: “Company is stronger than will power.” When a group of people are together for more than a few minutes their auras begin to intermingle and produce a “group aura” which will vibrate to a common vibratory level. Unless a person is inwardly established, his consciousness will sink to that common level–he will not be able to help himself. He will have to consciously apply himself to maintaining his usual state of consciousness, and if he is wise he will go from that place as soon as he can. We are not speaking of crowds of evil people, just of people with material consciousness dominating their lives. This is another reason why meditation must be practiced, “because greater is he that is in you, then he that is in the world” (I John 4:4). But even then, we must not tempt God by putting ourselves in danger. “Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, he shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is written again, thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God” (Matthew 4:5-7).


    The word “common” in the text is a translation of the Greek word koinos, which means “common to all,” and has two implications: that of being “common” in the sense of ordinary consciousness as opposed to higher consciousness, and that of being mixed in character rather than “pure.” The other term, “unclean,” is a translation of the Greek akaqartos, which means impure or defiled. “Common” is applied to good things which have become confused or mixed, whereas “unclean” designates an object that is negative, of polluted or defiled vibrations. One confuses or pulls down by its presence, and the other actually “dirties” what it touches. That which is common is of mixed vibrations and that which is unclean is of negative, destructive vibrations. (However, in using these terms we must not lose sight of the fact that all that exists is inherently good, evil being a distortion or a misapplication of the good.)


    The major objection to things common or unclean was their ability to communicate their confusion or negativity to those who came in contact with them. It was because of contagion that lepers were called “unclean.” Long before the discovery of germs, Hindus would not eat from common vessels or plates.


    Not only were common and unclean things barred from the Virgin’s room, only blessed or magnetized objects were permitted there. The rules regarding physical objects were applied to people, as well. So the Virgin lived in a very specially purified atmosphere. This was because of her unique physical constitution which will be revealed in another document.


    And when she was a year old, Joachim made a great feast and invited the priests, and the scribes, and the elders, and all the people of Israel. And Joachim brought the child to the priests; and they blessed her, saying: O God of our fathers, bless this child, and give her an everlasting name to be named in all generations. And all the people said: So be it, so be it, amen. And he brought her to the chief priests; and they blessed her saying: O God most high, look upon this child, and bless her with the utmost blessing, which shall be for ever.


    “The priests and elders of Israel” referred to here were Essenes who through their intuitional development understood the remarkable character and destiny of this child. In the Gospel of Luke (1:48) we read that Mary herself said that all generations would call her blessed. Here we see that long before then she had been blessed to possess “an everlasting name to be named in all generations.” At least glimmers of her eternal destiny were known to many.


    It is interesting to see all this interest in a female child. When we are conversant with the ways of exoteric Israel, this seems unheard of. But among the Essenes women were considered of equal spiritual status with men, so among them a girl child was not ignored or lamented as in the rest of Israel.


    And her mother snatched her up, and took her into the sanctuary of her bed-chamber, and gave her the breast. And Anna made a song to the Lord God, saying: I will sing a song to the Lord my God, for he hath looked upon me, and hath taken away the reproach of mine enemies; and the Lord hath given me the fruit of his righteousness, singular in its kind, and richly endowed before him.


    Anna, too, understood the singular nature of the Child–that she was unique: “singular in its kind.” This expression calls to mind the words of the Song of Solomon (6:9) in which the beloved is said to be “the only one of her mother.” The child also was known to be “richly endowed before him.” That is, Anna realized this child was not a tabula rasa, here on earth for the first time, but one who had attained divine greatness. She was aware that she had given birth to a supremely evolved being.


    Who will tell the sons of Rubim that Anna gives suck? Hear, hear, ye twelve tribes of Israel, that Anna gives suck. And she laid her to rest in the bed-chamber of her sanctuary, and went out and ministered unto them. And when the supper was ended, they went down rejoicing, and glorifying the God of Israel.


    And her months were added to the child. And the child was two years old, and Joachim said: Let us take her up to the Temple of the Lord, that we may pay the vow that we have vowed, lest perchance the Lord send to us [a reproach for our delay], and our offering be not received.


    And Anna said: Let us wait for the third year, in order that the child may not seek for father or mother. And Joachim said: So let us wait.


    And the child was three years old, and Joachim said: Invite the daughters of the Hebrews that are undefiled, and let them take each a lamp, and let them stand with the lamps burning, that the child may not turn back, and her heart be captivated from the Temple of the Lord.


    The Essenes certainly had a different idea about child development! We think children become independent of their parents in their late teens, but Anna sets it at age three. Of course she was looking at things from an esoteric standpoint, but we can wonder what kind of a world we would have if parents understood that their children were not possessions but independent entities, and treated them so from an early age. We also see how unselfish the Virgin’s parents were. However much they loved Mary, Joachim and Anna, worthy children of Abraham, did not want her distracted from her life in the Temple of the Lord. This is because they truly loved God above all. So strong was their love of God that it cancelled out all egoic attachment and desire for reciprocated attachment on the part of their child. They wisely wanted Mary to love God above all else, including them. Is it any wonder, then, that the Co-Redemptress was born to these virtuous two? Parents should learn from their example, especially in relation to their children’s early spiritual training.


    And they did so until they went up into the Temple of the Lord. And the priest received her and kissed her, and blessed her, saying: The Lord has magnified thy name in all generations. In thee, on the last of the days, the Lord will manifest his redemption to the sons of Israel.


    Zachariah, the future father of John the Baptist, was the high priest who received the Virgin. Being a prophet of God, he was aware of her messianic destiny. Remembering that Israel was a small country and that whatever took place in one end was echoed to the other, we can realize that Mary was renowned among the Jews even at this early age. Therefore when her Son appeared it was not “out of the blue,” for as we shall see, he himself was known to all Israel as a child of miraculous nature, born of an equally miraculous mother. In this context, the non-acceptance of Jesus as Messiah is revealed as far more spiritually serious than we normally consider it to be. That is, the people were totally responsible for not accepting him–far more than those who had refused the exhortations of Noah and remained imprisoned in the astral world without rebirth until as Jesus he descended to deliver them when he died on the Cross. (“For Christ …went and preached unto the spirits in prison; which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water” (I Peter 3:18-20).


    And he set her down upon the third step of the altar, and the Lord God sent grace upon her; and she danced with her feet and all the house of Israel loved her.


    None but the priests ever came near the altar, much less went up on to the steps. By doing this Zachariah was affirming the divine priesthood (mediatorship) of the Virgin. Even now she remains in that position. The Virgin was placed on the third (top) step of the altar to show the supreme character of her priesthood. Inspired by God, she danced before God, as had David (II Samuel 6:14). This also showed the adult status of her mind.


    Instead of being shocked at what would have normally been considered a defilement of the Temple, the people present rejoiced at the sight, and love for her arose in the hearts of the onlookers who had followed her into the Holy Place from which they, too, were usually barred. This incident foreshadows the Virgin’s mission to break all barriers and lead her children into the depths of holiness, making them priests and anointed of God.


    All who saw her that day were captivated by the sight of her, because deep in their minds, in their inner consciousness, they knew who she was–that she was their Mother Eve come to deliver her children. (See Robe of Light.)


    And her parents went down marveling, and praising the Lord God, because the child had not turned back. And Mary was in the Temple of the Lord as if she were a dove that dwelt there, and she received food from the hand of an angel.


    All the ancient accounts agree that except for the breast milk of Anna, the Virgin never took any material food into her body. This was because the physical and psychic vehicles of the Virgin had to be prepared and refined in their energies until she could be capable of bearing the infinite powers that Jesus was going to bring into her womb at his incarnation within her. Without this preparation the advent of Jesus into her bodies would have dissolved them on the spot, vaporizing them much like an atomic blast.


    Moreover, she was going to be imparting some of the lesser bodies to him, and their energies had to be perfect for that. This being so, she did not draw her life energies from the food of earth, but fed on the pure astral energies of Paradise that were brought to her by angels. The food of Paradise was essential to build and nourish the Paradise Body which was going to be assumed by Christ in his incarnation from her.


    Part of the reversal of her error as Eve was being fed upon the very food that she had sinned in eating so long before (Genesis 3:6-7).


    And when she was fourteen years old, there was held a council of the priests saying: Behold, Mary has reached the age of fourteen years in the Temple of the Lord. What then shall we do with her, lest perchance she defile the sanctuary of the Lord?


    Because of the abnormal meat diet eaten in modern America, girls usually begin having monthly periods at the age of twelve. But in societies where a more correct diet is eaten, girls do not begin having their monthly cycles until the ages of fourteen, fifteen, or later. (In modern China–as a direct result of very little meat in the diet, according to medical studies–young girls begin having menstrual periods between the ages of fifteen and nineteen. This was true of Japan as well until under Western influence the Japanese began eating beef.) Such was also the situation in Israel at that time.


    The nature of the monthly period is misunderstood in both contemporary Hinduism and Judaism. Although it is a time of purification, it is considered a time of uncleanness. This is not altogether without a basis, for the purification takes the form of the casting off of toxic materials of which the menstrual blood is but a part. Through every pore of her body a woman exudes poisons at this time. (I knew a woman whose hair would not take a permanent at that time.) Unpleasant as it may be for her, it is supremely beneficial. Since nothing is purely physical, but has also a psychic basis, the same type of purification goes on in the subtler bodies, as well. During this time a woman’s inner and outer constitution is in a state of continual flux, therefore she should do only the lightest and simplest of tasks, and mostly rest. Frequent bathing is advisable to remove the buildup of toxins. It is not good for a woman to cook food at this time, as the unbalanced energies will enter into it along with the physical exudations that are also poisonous. It is true that the touch of a woman in her menstrual cycle is physically and psychically toxic, but it is not because she is unclean–just the opposite, she is being purified.


    One of the major researchers of blood type and chemistry was Doctor Abrams of Chicago. Doctor Abrams discovered that there are exactly as many human blood groups as there are castes and subcastes listed by the Hindu scriptures! But one of his most interesting researches involved the physical state of women during their monthly periods. One day he asked a cleaning woman in his office to pick him some daffodils that were blooming in the garden behind the building. She brought him a handful of wilted blooms. Disgusted with her lack of discrimination in gathering the flowers, he sent her for some more. Again, they were wilted. After the third time he demanded of her as to why she could not pick the good flowers instead of the wilted ones. He was astonished at her answer: “Oh, they are all right when I pick them, but I am in my period, and flowers always wilt immediately when I touch them at that time.” He could not believe her, so went with her to the garden and watched her pick more flowers. Sure enough, in a matter of minutes they wilted in her hands. This led him to further study that confirmed the regulations of his religion, Judaism, regarding women during their monthly time.


    Since Mary was fourteen and liable to begin having menstrual periods at any time, the priests of the Temple were concerned that she might begin her monthly period while working with the sacred vessels or vestments of the Temple and thus they would have to be laboriously and ceremonially purified. For it is true that whatever a woman touches at that monthly time is profoundly affected.


    And they said to the high priest, thou standest by the altar of the Lord; go in, and pray concerning her; and whatever the Lord shall manifest unto thee, that also will we do.


    The communication from God would be manifested through the methods of divination prescribed by Moses. Once again we see how important divination is in a valid and vital religion.


    And the high priest went in, taking the robe with the twelve bells into the holy of holies; and he prayed concerning her.


    And behold an angel of the Lord stood by him, saying unto him: Zacharias, Zacharias, go out and assemble the widowers of the people, and let them bring each his staff; and to whomsoever the Lord shall show a sign, his wife shall she be.


    Again, divination of some sort is indicated–a physical manifestation of the divine will rather than the vague “feelings” which may come to us from just about any and every source except God.


    And the heralds went out through all the circuit of Judea, and the trumpet of the Lord sounded, and all ran.


    And Joseph, throwing away his axe, went out to meet them; and when they had assembled, they went away to the high priest, taking with them their staffs.


    And he, taking the staffs of all of them, entered into the Temple, and prayed; and having ended his prayer, he took the staffs and came out, and gave them to them: but there was no sign in them, and Joseph took his staff last.


    This account is very sketchy, but it will be filled out by other texts we will be looking at later.


    And behold, a dove came out of the staff, and flew upon Joseph’s head.


    Was it a physical dove, or an angelic apparition of the type seen in Zeitoun, Egypt, when the Virgin Mary appeared more than three hundred times over a period of three years? What appeared to be flights of doves of shining light were continually seen within and outside the church. Whatever it may have been, all saw the sign.


    And the priest said to Joseph, thou hast been chosen by lot to take into thy keeping the Virgin of the Lord.


    But Joseph refused, saying: I have children, and I am an old man, and she is a young girl. I am afraid lest I become a laughing-stock to the sons of Israel.


    To marry a Temple virgin was considered a great honor–how much more would it be to become the husband of a unique one such as Mary? Joseph himself had never married, his “children” having been adopted upon the death of a sister. As an Essene, Saint Joseph had aspired to live in one of their monastic communities, but because his nieces and nephews had no one to care for them, he had sacrificed his desire and been as a father, working as a carpenter to support them. Wishing to hide his vow of celibacy, he made the objection that he would look foolish as an old man married to a young girl–which he would not since everyone knew that he had been chosen by divine manifestation to marry her. But he wished to make some objection.


    And the priest said to Joseph: Fear the Lord thy God, and remember what the Lord did to Dathan, and Abiram, and Korah; how the earth opened, and they were swallowed up on account of the contradiction. And now fear, O Joseph, lest the same things happen in thy house. And Joseph was afraid, and took her into his keeping.


    And Joseph said to Mary: Behold, I have received thee from the Temple of the Lord; and now I leave thee in my house, and go away to build my buildings, and I shall come to thee. The Lord will protect thee.


    Notice that Saint Joseph did not marry the Virgin, but “took her into his keeping.” Later we shall see from other documents that they were formally betrothed, but never married. In this way Saint Joseph bore witness to the miraculous conception and birth of Christ. Saint Joseph made an interesting arrangement in his house for the accommodation of the Virgin, but that will be covered in another text.


    And there was a council of the priests, saying: Let us make a veil for the Temple of the Lord.


    The veil referred to is the veil which hung before the Holy of Holies. The weaving of it was considered a supreme honor and was entrusted only to the Temple virgins that were indicated by the drawing of lots.


    However little it may be appreciated in contemporary times, in every authentic religion we find the definite understanding that virgins possess a unique spiritual character. This is because the energy systems of a virgin, male or female, are intact and to a great degree unconditioned, thereby increasing the virgin’s potential in all matters psychic and spiritual to a remarkable degree. Despite the widespread sexual immorality of the Romans, their regard for the Vestal Virgins was genuine, and they believed strongly in the necessity for the maintenance of that status, punishing a Vestal Virgin with death if she violated her vows. Virginity is desirable from a physical level as well, but it is particularly an occult virtue.


    And the priest said: Call to me the undefiled virgins of the family of David. And the officers went away, and sought, and found seven virgins. And the priest remembered the child Mary, that she was of the family of David, and undefiled before God. And the officers went away and brought her.


    By this we see that the temple priests knew that Mary would remain a virgin even after leaving the temple.


    The Virgin being the eighth weaver is significant, because the universe is considered to consist of seven levels, the eighth being the state of perfect transcendence. In the book of Hebrews the Apostle speaks of there being seven “days” and beyond that an eighth “day” of eternity. Mary is the eighth weaver because she had evolved beyond all relativity, beyond all states of creation. In Hindu cosmology the Mother Goddess has eight companions.


    And they brought them into the Temple of the Lord. And the priest said: Choose for me by lot who shall spin the gold, and the white, and the fine linen, and the silk, and the blue, and the scarlet, and the true purple. And the true purple and the scarlet fell to the lot of Mary, and she took them, and went away to her house.


    Again, divination is used here to determine who shall spin the colors. So we see how in every detail of Hebrew spiritual life divination was a major factor.


    The scarlet and the purple were the most important colors because the Jews had knowledge of color vibration and their effects on consciousness. Symbolically, red is the blood that is shed. Purple is the blood that is not shed. Both colors thus represent the life force that is expended and that which is potential. Red and purple also represent the highest planes of consciousness. To spin and weave them was considered a special honor, particularly since it was decided by divination, which was considered the voice of God.


    And at that time Zacharias was mute [see Luke 1:5-20], and Samuel was in his place until the time that Zacharias spoke. And Mary took the scarlet, and spun it.


    We know from this that Saint John the Baptist had already been conceived, though not yet born.


    And she took the pitcher, and went out to fill it with water. And, behold, a voice saying: Hail, thou who hast received grace; the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women! And she looked round, on the right hand and on the left, to see whence this voice came. And she went away, trembling, to her house, and put down the pitcher.


    Every day for the last eleven years the Virgin had been fed by angels. Besides that, she was in constant communication with them according to eyewitnesses. Why, then, was she agitated by this particular angelic encounter? Because it is not the way of angels to convey flattering messages. They simply let us know what to do or what is the truth of a certain matter. They do not flatter, cajole, or threaten us, because those things relate to egotism, not to spiritual life–and never to God. This is very important to know, because most people who are deceived by their
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