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Three Kingdoms in Verse 
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People remember the Three Kingdoms through stories, battles, and the names of famous warlords. Yet humans heart has stood behind every fight and strategy. Loyalty sworn, ambition for the sake of the people, dreams fading beneath the cruelty of war. 

This book is not trying to retell the story in the way historians usually do. Instead, it listens to the war in poetry. The courage of generals, burdens of leadership, and the hope that flickers through the chaos.

These poems explore the age of the Three Kingdom in an imaginative way. The reasons for betrayal, the moments of fire, and the loss of brilliance. Everything is written into one long journey of blood, battles and reflection.
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The Crumbling Han
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For many centuries, the Han dynasty stood as one of the great pillar of ancient China. It governed a vast land with strict laws, imperial authority and scholars. Yet time of corruption has slowly weakened its foundations. Abuse of power has spread throughout the court. Officials pursuing their own interests instead of serving the people. 


The suffering of the commoners was becoming worse over the years. Trust in authority rotted like rust. Unrest began to rise from the green fields and villages. What had been a peaceful empire was now falling with hidden wounds. The chaotic era of the Three Kingdoms did not begin with armies burning the land, but with a slow collapse of order. This is where loyalty wavered, ambition rose from the depth of despair, and the fate of the empire began to plunge into the darkness. 



Voice of the oppressed

The Yellow Turban Rebellion happened in 184 AD, led by Zhang Jiao and thousands of peasant followers during the decline of the Han dynasty.

This event was important because it weakened the Han government and allowed powerful warlords to rise across China.
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We were not rebels

We were the voice of the oppressed

The breath of heaven

The answer to generations of suffering

As I, Zhang Jiao, stood above the sea of yellow cloths

Arms raised

Talismans glowing in the dusk

I did not see peasants with makeshift weapons

I saw believers

A nation of the forgotten was rising

The court called us traitors

They feared our numbers and our faith

The banners of the Han approached

Cao Cao

Sun Jian

Liu Bei

Ambitious men cloaked in “loyalty”

They fought not for peace

Only for power

And we?

We fought to end centuries of famine

Stopping corruption

No more apathy

For we were the voice of the oppressed

When they broke our lines

Stormed our strongholds

They thought they were crushing a rebellion

But you cannot crush a prayer

Even as my body weakened

Even as my brothers Zhang Bao and Zhang Liang fell

I felt no despair

Because the Way of Peace is not a man

It is a fire

They can scatter our ashes

But the wind will carry the embers

Our flames are eternal

In every starving mouth

In every unjust law

In every bloodied field

They will remember why we rose
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This was the first spark that lit the long chaos of the Three Kingdoms.

The Way of Peace

During the late Eastern Han dynasty, Zhang Jiao spread the religious movement called the ‘Way of Peace’ among poor peasants and eventually leading the Yellow Turban Rebellion. 

In 184 AD, this uprising severely weakened the Han dynasty and opened the path for warlords to become major powers of the Three Kingdoms era.

––––––––
[image: ]


To us, the faithful

Zhang Jiao was more than a man

He was a dawn

Breaking through tyranny’s long night

He spoke of the heavens

Not with empty charm

But with thunder in his breath

The Way of Peace

A golden path

Where the poor no longer bowed

The rich no longer ruled without mercy

We were astonished by his teaching

We were farmers

Beggars

Forgotten souls

But we became chosen in his words

His philosophy was simple but fiery

The old must fall for the new to rise

Heaven had grown dark under the Han

Chaos spread like wildfire

Disease

Famine

Corruption

Tainted our dynasty like a curse

Zhang Jiao offered us not rebellion

But restoration 

He taught us the truth

Heaven turns its Mandate away from the unjust

We believed it

We lived it

Yellow on our heads

It wasn’t just cloth

It was light of hope

The color of rebirth

Even as the empire branded him a rebel

We knew he was Heaven’s voice

His philosophy wasn’t ink on scrolls

It was life ignited in our bones

The Way of Peace

Yet history marked us as rebels

Called us “Yellow Turbans Rebellion”

We care not

For Heaven’s will is above mankind

We’ll follow it forevermore
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‘The Way of Peace’ was the restoration of people’s will for a better future.

He was our lightning
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In 184 AD, Zhang Jiao rose—not first as a warlord, but as a healer and prophet.

The rebellion erupted across China and their cry was becoming a movement under one banner.

Zhang Jiao

From the perspective of the Way of Peace 

He was not merely a man 

He was our lightning

Where the empire saw chaos

He saw imbalance

Where rulers saw rebellion

He saw healing

The voice through which we first spoke

He walked the villages not with a sword

But with scriptures

With elixirs and promise

The Blue Sky is dead

The Yellow Sky will rise

We were more than a doctrine

We were a cry from the broken earth

The moan of starving farmers

The last hope of those forgotten by the Han

Through Zhang Jiao’s eyes

We beheld a world rotting from the center 

The world bloated with greed

Deaf to suffering

And he offered unity

In me, the Way of Peace

Healing

Peace

Not through submission

But through cleansing

When the empire branded us heretics

He did not flinch

He knew revolution was not peace’s opposite

It was the beginning

He taught that to build a new harmony

The old noise must fall silent

Zhang Jiao died

But we endured

For though our Yellow Turbans fell beneath iron

Our vision did not

Every whisper of rebellion 

They bore the mark of what he began

The hope that a commoner’s dream could shake an emperor’s throne

He was our lightning

We were his storm

Forever we’ll live in history

––––––––
[image: ]


Some people challenged the system for a better world and they showed why it was worth fighting over in the first place. 

Battle of the Yellow Turban Rebellion
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Liu Bei, a small volunteer militia leader, joined the militia groups and local forces alongside his sworn brothers Guan Yu and Zhang Fei to suppress the uprising in 184 AD.

This rebellion weakened the Han dynasty and gave opportunities to ambitious leaders like Liu Bei to gain fame, armies and influence in the Three Kingdoms era.
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The stench of sweat

Dirt filled the air

But I barely noticed

My eyes are on battle of the Yellow Turban Rebellion

My grip tightened around my spear

Not finely crafted

Just enough to survive a battle

Cries of fear around me

Fury echoed through the countryside

The Yellow Turbans

Madness in their eyes

Surged forward like a tide

They believed they fought for justice

For peace

But chaos had no honor

Only causing bloodbath

I glanced to my left

Guan Yu’s blade gleamed

It swept clean through the rebels

Zhang Fei to my right

He roared

His spear turning men to dust

We were no generals

No nobles

Just three sworn brothers 

We took an oath in a peach garden

Vowing to bring peace to the people

Or at least die trying

The Han was crumbling

And though my blood was royal

I had no power

Just a noble heart

I poured that heart into every strike

Every command

Every step we took

We pushed back the rebellion

I wasn’t here for glory

I fought for the old woman who lost her farm

The orphaned child crying

Alone beside his father’s body

The peasants whose fields were trampled

Soaked not with rain

But flooded with blood

Battle of the Yellow Turban Rebellion

The Yellow Turbans fell

Not easily

But they fell

All through our combined might

And as smoke curled into the sky

I knew this was only the beginning

The empire was dying

But we would rise from its ashes

Though the Han dynasty was declining, men like Liu Bei began to rise from the turmoil to protect the people during the turbulent era that would later be known as the Three Kingdoms.

Shattering of fragile balance
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The assassination of He Jin occured in 189 AD inside the imperial court at Luoyang.

It directly followed the era of the Yellow Turban Rebellion—and shows what happened when the empire tried to “recover”... but failed.

He Jin’s death

It was a thunderclap

Not just the loss of a man

But the shattering of fragile balance

He Jin was a necessary evil to some

A military man rising

Too high

Too fast

Threatening the harmony of the imperial house

His plans to exterminate the eunuchs

Popular among the outer court and generals

But also a dangerous provocation

Risking rebellion

Treason within the very walls of the palace

He entered the court unguarded

Lured by an imperial summons

The old order struck back

Not from courage

But desperation

His death was not clean

It was chaos wrapped in velvet robes

The blade fell not only on his neck

But on the already dying legitimacy of the Han

The shattering of fragile balance

The halls of Luoyang wept blood that day

Not for He Jin

But for the
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