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  For a more in depth study of some of the things we discuss here, download Tishbyte Foundational Bible Study Series
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    More by Robby Charters

  


  

  More on the Kingdom of God
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  If you're hungry for more, The Tishbyte Foundational Bible Study Series is set of study outlines designed to lay a Biblical foundation beginning with the Old Testament, and moving right into the life and teaching of Jesus, the Messiah, His sacrifice, and the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church. The pattern we follow in this set of outlines is to treat the Old Testament as being the foundation to the New Testament, and the four Gospels, the sayings of Jesus, as foundation to everything else, just as Jesus said it was. Thus the first five modules cover the Old Testament, and the following five, the life and teachings of Messiah Jesus. This should be useful even to those who have walked with the Lord for many years, as study of the Old Testament, particularly the Torah, is an area that has been generally neglected. The course of study endeavours to give the participant an understanding of things of the faith in the way the early believers in the time of Jesus and the apostles would have understood them -- first by painting the picture of what the early Jews of Jesus's time expected and understood, and then expanding on that understanding the way Jesus did. In other words, we are seeking to understand the Kingdom of God as it was originally presented. In doing so, we should pick up on things many in the Church have neglected over the centuries since then.





  

  More:


  
Questions
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  In this humble compilation, we try to explain things so the average atheist-on-the-street can grasp what it is that Christians essentially believe (notwithstanding, some atheists are more knowledgeable about it than most Christians); or, if you will, so the average person-in-the-pew can better explain it to to his atheist and agnostic friends (of which I hope he/she has many); or better yet, understand it him/herself. We steer away from many of the tired cliches, and we take a second look at what the Bible really says about some issues, what this Christian thing is about, and what it's not about. 


  
  

  Johnny -- who? -- But for the work of John the Baptist, the arrival of Messiah could have turned out to be a curse instead of a blessing. Why is this so important to us today?
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  Included in the same volume: The Judgement and Afterlife: a study A discussion of what the Bible says about the afterlife, and who, according to the Bible, is a candidate for hell. Does the Bible allow for other options? What about Purgatory? We don't give pat answers, but rather, a starting point for discussion.


  

  Eyes-- What did Jesus mean when he said, "If the eye is good, the body is full of light,"...? A simple Hebrew idiom that could turn your life around.
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  Included in the same volume: Wearing the Whole Armour of God -- protecting ourselves from spiritual and mental attack. You've heard of the Armour of God, how do you actually wear it?


  

  
  


  Novels
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  Imagine waking up in a strange pace. you have no memory of how you got there, nor who you are. one thing becomes increasing clear: this isn't the same world in which you went to sleep. it's ... Allegory 


  

  Readers Comments at Amazon (avarage of 41/2 stars out of 55 reviews): 


  

   "...I was so involved that I could not put the book down. It is definetly a book you find yourself in..."

  "...This story made me to pause my life and have a look at what we are doing at the moment..."

  "...strange, but well written. It made me think about things I hadn't thought about in a long time..."

  "...If you've read and like/love C. S. Lewis's book "The Great Divorce", you'll enjoy this book..."

  "...Worst book ever. I hated the whole thing. Don't buy it unless you're a Jesus freak. Terrible. Awful book, really bad..."
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  What does the Gospel look like in a futuristic dystopia?


  

  The world of the late 21st century is divided between Greater China, the Western Block, the Islamic Block and the Southern Free States of Africa and South America. The Western Block is dominated by the multinational corporations, who have created a paradise for its citizens -- so everyone thinks.


  

  Mickey O'Brien is the Eurasian, half Asian and half Irish. He has a problem with that, because all his friends are fully Asian. However, no one has actually met each other -- only their virtual projected ../Images they show on their on-line classroom environment. He and his classmates meet each other for the first time as they go on a class trip to America. It turns out they all had things to hide.


  

  In America, they accidentally discover what the Multinationals have been trying to hide. Their hover van is hijacked, and they are left trapped in the great American outback, a vast area of what was once U.S.A., now divided between countless republics. Some are Nazi, some are militant Christian and other redneck cowboy states, some Native American Nations, Mafia kingdoms, etc etc. The wild west is again wild. Once having stumbled in, can they ever find their way out again?


  

  It's a story of finding out what's real, and discovering true faith as they become involved in an espionage war trying to prevent a Nazis takeover.


  

  Available in Print and as E-Book
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  The year is 2020. We have people living on Mars, but haven't sorted out life on earth yet. In an age of robotics and rail-less magnetic trains, life at the bottom is probably worse for the ware.


  
  Pepe doesn't know his true identity but his existence poses a national security threat. He lives in an abandoned construction site with Po, his "sister". President Don Juan Clemente, a quadriplegic, brain linked to massive computer system including killer robots, is poised to destroy any threat to his power, and the hunt is on. Help comes from a young computer hacker named Raul, and an aged mystic named Atsuko, and a few
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That's what we're turning from.
What are we turning to?

Repentance means turning to the 7
way Yeshua has opened up - to the |
Kingdom of God. It's the way in [
which mercy triumphs over

Judgement (that's another reason
why we have to stop judging, and
start showing mercy).

Actually, it's a
Lommitment nobody can
&eep! The part we're called
(te play in the Kingdom of
God is something that's
beyond any of our natural
strength and ability to do,
so you're really in the
ame boat as the rest of us!

That's why Yeshua didn't just say "Repent," but
"Repent and BELIEVE!"

Believe bee-éeeev v. - to put one's trust =
S Something, To have faith. —=—

Faith is the noun form of the verb believe. (»:%/)

We have faith in a chair - we sit in it. If
we're afraid to sit in it, it isn't faith.

If we're being rescued, and we catch a bit of rope dangling
through the black smoke, we believe there's a helicopter
tied to the other end. Then, we grab it.

It's only faith if you follow through
with it (James 2:17) >
<

When we have faith in God, and we act on ¢
it, things happen that couldn't have
happened otherwise

The question is not: are you capable of keepin{g a commitment,
but are you ready to believe Yeshua will enable you to keep it?
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2] .where it is firmly believed that Jesus/Yeshua was
born as a man, died on the cross physically for our
sins, and then, pkyswal[; rose again trom the dead;
and, that the power of His resurvection is what enables
us to live the Kingdom life.

..where the Bible, both the Old and New

3 .. Testament - from Genesis to Revelation - is
indisputably recognised as the word of God; that

it is yelevant to us today, and is accepted as the

final authority over and, above any te@chw%q,

prophetic word or vision etc.

where the people's personality and character have

4 been motv’c%agly Efmmspurw\eﬁ tgnough ugr'dimg in the
presence of God (through worship, repentance
emﬁer and Bible "”‘*""f‘ﬁ 5o that the image ol

‘eshua/Jesus is seen in the lives of the people.,

Where it is understood and practised that this
transformation must continue through out our
whole lives on earth.

..where they are not involved, in. strife among
5 themselves, nor with other Christian groups.
Love is tf\e,wmtlvqtmg factor - notfear,

intimidation or jealousy.

.wheye emphasis s placed on what they have in
A common with other believers (those who fit the first 3
criteria - no matter what their background) and not
on what distin, g!shes them as a unique fellowship/
clnwcej enomination. Believers from other
backgrounds are regarded as just as much their
bmthﬁr and sister in Messiah/Chryjst as are their fellow
members of their own group, and not looked down on
in any way. High priority is given to maintainin,
velationships.

power of God and hearing His voice in a

7 ..where ;(:L\ey are open to experiencing the
personal way, or corporately.

8 ..wheve the leaders are humble and childlike, they are the {gadjrs by
virtue of being servants of all, and their greatness in the kingdom is

y virtue of being the least in their own eyes. This criteria may be

the most difficult tg find. You may just have to pray that the charch
you do find that fits most of the above seven will Soon attain to the
eighth as well.

Churches may differ in many ways - in their pattern of
worship, administration, and their teaching - but if they fit
the above eight criteria, you are on safe ground.
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The Torah that God gave to
Moses expanded the covenant in
a remarkable way. It provided a
means by which God could
maintain a tangible presence on
the earth through His people,
whom He had specifically chosen

for that purpose. That tangible
lpresence is called the "Shechinah.

Do you remember
our illustration of the
parent of fire and
the child made of
straw?

Now, imadqime that the parent ! 2 w
instructed the child (from a 9500 ¥
safe distance) to construct a ﬁf 00y

could enjoy each other's
company.

firewall that would protect \/(0 m
the child, so that the two gr

Because God desired to dwell amon,
humanity, He commanded Israel,
through the Torah, to set up what
amounted to a firewall which involved a
A system of sacrifice for sins, and
maintaining cleanliness through ritual

tabernacle, where the people could
f:f approach, but only through a priest.

5 (Leviticus 16:16)

Ny
' 1\ immersion and keeping a kosher diet.
The tangible presence of God dwelt in a
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The reason our tendancy togudge others is so deadly
is, it proves that we know better than what we, in
fact, do ourselves. By judging others, we leave ourselves
without any excuse, therefore, placing ourselves under

the same judgement (Romans 2:1).

2. The second deadly result of the knowledge of good
and evil is: it induced dissatisfaction. We began
comparing how much better off others were than
ourselves and began wanting what they had. That
made us prone to sin!

Humanity had been created
with natural appitites, such
as hunger, thirst, preference
for pleasure over pain, and a
healthy sex drive, which
were really no more than a
part of our survival instincts.

e

However, the knowledge of
good and evil intensified
these appitites into what we
now call lust -- ambition --
the evil urge. We can't stop
doing bad.”What's more,
we've under judgement for
that sin -- especially when
we judge others.
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The Torah contains many details regarding how to
adwminister the priestly/sacrificial sgstem, the types of
sacrifices, etc. Also, there are special commandments just
for the people of Israel in their role as the community in
which the Shechinah dwells, such as maintaining cleanliness,
cireumcision, the Sabbath, a kosher diet, etc. Finally, to
account for the knowledge of good and. evil, there were also
guidelines specifying God's standards of morality and how to
adwminister justice.

But there were also promises of more to come...

Man's part of the covenant is to believe and obey:

Believe that God will fulfil His part
of the covenant and re-establish
His kingdom on the earth, and in
God's promises for our everyday
life which are written in God's
covenant book - the Bible.

I
And obey His commandments:

. "Hear oh Israel: The "You sh >
/@*‘ Lord is God. The Lord & [o\‘/)eugso:i{ ‘
\ %y is One. You shall love neighbour
\& ' the Lord your God as gourself." 16
¢ (!

with all your heart, (Leviticus 27:35)

with all your soul and Though there are ot;\ers
ith th." = re ar i

“ “ﬂi’ﬁfﬁsm"ﬁ? o4 | these two sum up the whole

Torah and the Prophets.

Here are a few more:

1", Famhe Loro pour Gov

omour pour father an your
mother—-

You shall not murvec--

. You shall not comme

‘o broughs ou out of he N
Jav of C gppt—
Yo shall have no otber govs

: efore mew 2. avuluyen
Yaou spall not mabe foryoorsehes oy sl ot sl
Acarven mage t bou vown You hall ot e flse
10 them nor secve theme- wmess agaust pour
Youshll ot tafe the mame of seghioure
e Loro pour Gov w van- Youshall ot covet ampshung
* Bherve e Sabath p o oy hats mmu,l;bw.ﬂ

1 aboly

[
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Prayer, is simply talking to God. Besides being King o
the universe, He is also your friend. Therefore, prayer
doesn't have to be something formal. It's just talking to

your friend, God; while reading the Bible can be like Him
talking to you.

You know, Lovd, | love reading,
your word and all, but there'
some things heve | jut don't
nderstand, like this bit here
about...

In your reading, start
with one of the four
gospels, like Matthew,
and then Acts, then
James and | John and a
few of those. As soon as
you feel you're ready, try
to read the whole Bible
through, from Genesis to
Revelation.

The way of the Kingdom

..is the way of love. It's the

only way you can live Yeshua affirmed the

above the Knowledge of ultimate law when someone
Good and Evil, which came | asked which was the
with our first mistake. greatest commandment:

Hear oh Israel
The Lovd is God,
The Lord is One.

W You shall love the Lord your God
my disciples, t@?\t o4, with all your hzagrt a
Qve one anotner, with all"your soul
SETSEEEES and with afl Gour strength.
This is the first and greatest
commandment. |
The second is like it:
You shall love your neighbour as
yourself.
On these two, commandments,
vest the entire Torah and the

By this they will
know that you are

Prophets.

Matthew 22:37-40; Mark 12:29-31
Besides your praying and Bible reading, it
might d6 gou'good £ vecite this as a creed

once a day, It's called the "Jesus
Creed"” (www.patheos.com/blogs/jesuscreed/)
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What we believe is actually two things:
. That the Kingdom of God is here

Remember, those were the
words of Yeshua, when he
also said..,

The good news, or Vi }gg\‘ =Y
"the Gospel' as it's also called, is that the
Kingdom of God. is here. He spent his whole
career demonstrating that Km?dom, and
teaching us how to be a part of it.

The good news is that it is for you

2 That Yeshua did what it takes to get you connected
with God's Kingdom.

It re7uired making a way for the Shechinah to
dwell inside of you, making it possible for you to
be tmvxsformef Here's how it worked:

Just like our first parents, Adam and Havah,
Yeshua was a perfect specimine of humanity. He
did everything right. He kept the Torah, and
did everything a good Jewish person should
(besides upseting a lot of people).

According to justice, he should have reaped the
rewards, because that's how it works:

Do the right things ——————" eap the rewards for

Do the wrong tl/\fv\gs:> E)eragot,ﬁeg cf/?gﬁguences

And, of course, the lower half of the diagram
applies to us, the rest of humanity.
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Now - the Kingdom of God, besides
being a kingdom, is also a community.
It isn't enough just to think of Yeshua as
your King, but of yourself as being a
part of t] at commwuty That
commumty is what we call the Church
It's important that you become a

of a local congregation. Internet c
rooms aren't enough. You need Face to
face contact with people who know you

This is not a chyrch. It's
by your real name, not your username. e Bty

¥ e
P——
£ iy o or o st

Fras e Lot ntnsCruren

TR o rsmonaen

Laayiir
Shona. onLnecuen

2, S soniachrn
B
Niether is this. It's just = aﬁgﬁ“’”‘mv N
one-way media cl«ajymel Nope This is church

On the other hand, don't just blindly join the first church
you find. Look for these criteria:

Eight Criteria to Look For in a Good Church

Find a church, or a group of believers near you (or as close
to you as you can go to meet with as often as possible) that
Flts the Foﬁowmg seven (or eight) criteria in descending
order of importance (the first three being absolutely vital)
- a church where...

1 ..where the Messiah, Yeshuu ?evem if they choose to refer to Him as
Jesus Ch wst’ |FS cemtm to all, and is the prime focus, and. is Lord of
zver are? ife and. communit, act:v:ty Where He is vecognised as

the Son ol Gad and that He is
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You can never harm someone whom
you are actively loving. While loving
God with all your heart, soul, and
strength, how could you do
something you know is contrary to
His nature? While loving your
neighbour as yourself, can you steal
from him/her? Can you lie about
them? Can you commit violence
against them?

That's why the Bible says love fulfils the law. Paul calls it
walking in the Spirit. He says in Romans 8:1-4 that there's no
condemnation (the consequences of breaking the law) on those

who live according to the Spirit. James calls it following the
Royal Law of liberty. In James 2:8-13, he says, "So speak and
do (in his context: don't judge) as those who will be judged by
the law of liberty..Mercy triumphs over judgement.”

To judge, in this context, bDo'“ZjMd ¢, an. yathlonll’\tt

i p e ed, because, with wha

5 to] point O,Mt ERE ng[eyg\ent you ‘fud@e’, you will

else's faults in a way that lbe judged. And with the wmeasure
Hou'use, it will be measured

makes you look good.
That puts us back under
the old way, the
Knowledge of Good and
Evil - the way of death.

back to you.
Matthew 7:1,2

The secret to living and
flowing in the Kingdom is
to stay in the love of God.
It's all about love.

On the other hand, if you truly love God, and you see
someone that you love going the wrong direction, and
because you fear God, you also fear for that person, you will
probably want to point them in the right direction, saying
it in a way that they will listen. That isn't judgement but
restoration. We all need it sometimes. That's another reason
it's important to be a part of the community.
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Wherever people proclaim God's Kingdom, the same power is
present that was with Yeshua as he proclaimed God's

kingdom...

... The sick are healed...

...demons are cast out...

&

Bad habits drop oFFL,

-

..people’s lives are changed.

..the lame walk...

Remember - the Kingdom of God is anywhere where God
is recognised as King. We recognise His Kingship by being
in submission to Him.

When we are submitted to Him, some pretty amazing

things can happen.

Mind you - things won't suddenly go all perfect on you

overnight. That won't hap,

en until the seeds come to

maturity, and it's time for the harvest.

For the remainder of this book, we talk about how you can
make the most of the Kingdom of God in it's present form.
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However, for Yeshua, it didn't work out like that. Because he
identified so closely with the rest of humanity, all of our bad
karma caught up with him.

He, who knew no sin, was
made to be sin for us, so we
could become the
righteousness of God in Him.

(It Cor 5:21)

To show what really happened, we need to redraw the
diagram like this:

He did all the right things, but~___ gerﬂgg‘ém;“;fi g@e‘yawﬂs
>)< Reaped the consequences

We did all the wrong things, but. for doing wrong

Notice how the centre of the diagram conveniently
forms the sign of the cross?

Notwithstanding, despite all the fancy, golden, jewel
studded crosses decorating our churches today, the cross
was really the most ugly thing you could imagine,
especially with a yucky dead body nailed to it. It
represented the worst type of death that could be had.

But that wasn't the end of
the story. After three days,
Yeshua won. His resurrection
proved that the sacrifice of
himself was sufficient to
compensate for anything
that would keep us
separated from God.

Not only that, but the

same power that it took to
raise His dead body back to
life, is also available to us in
equal proportion. Romans g:21
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That's all very well, but it
still begs the question, If
God. is’so all powerful -

hy doesn't He just step
in and sort it out?

Okay - there's somethin dg
elsz about God we nee
to keep in mind...

Yes, He is all powerful, but two more of His
attributes are:

T &

Justice

1} K
< @
Just understanding these two attributes

helps us understand a lot about God.

i

First, we'll talk about justice: £t

The entire -
universe,
including
earth s
ecosystem are
precise and

O Tar 2 b b run like
KRR ., clockwork
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Because of the sacrifice that Messiah
offered of Himself, the Holy Spirit is
able remain there in spite of the
effects of the knowledge of good and
evil, our occasional judging, and
giving in to our evil urge.

But because the Holy Spirit is right
@) ,,W\@ there in our body, His Temple, He's in

Just foundy  the position to transform us by
(S,Dﬂ’;"‘ez Z‘g ’) instilling in us a new set of desires as an

73 alternative to the evil urge. By giving in
( 55/ & o4 to the new desires, we preempt the
é\#:\ & knowledge of good and evil, making us
_\@ b less prone to judging others, as well as

drawn less by any desire to do evil.

And what does that have to do with
the seed principal?

A human with the Holy Spirit dwelling
inside is exactly what the Messiah

Yeshua was when He was on the earth
(Acts 10:38). Yeshua told his pupils as
much in John 14:12, 13...

. Yes, indeed! | tell you that
= whoever trusts in me will
sy also do the works I do!
) indeed, he will do greates
N3 because | am going to,

nes,
the Father,

So, by dying, rising from the dead, and returning to the
Father, Yeshua created the potential for billions of replicas
of Himself, all extending the borders of the Kingdom of God
wherever they go.
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=ge=n
The voice we obeyed was that of Satan. %
R

B

The Bible doesn't tell us very
much about this creature, only
that he has just as much power
as we give him. One passage in
the Bible implies that he might
have once been high up in God's
heavenly structure, the Cherub
that covers the Throne, but he
fell from that place by becoming
arrogant.

He lost his power, and became no more than " S
a "snake in the grass". However, he is quite| (=
crafty. The name, "Satan” is actually a generic|' ¢ 4
term that means "enemy" or "opposer”.

Remember, our position
in the kingdom of God
was conditional on our
obeying God.

As long as we did that,
everything in nature
submitted to us.

But by disobeying God and rd

following Satan's suggestions,

we opened the door for him

to interfere in a big way.
That's what gave him

the power he has now--

-- power that really belongs to us!
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That same power is that of the Holy
Spirit, who dwells inside each one who
has repented and expressed their faith,
making them His Temple.

If you confess with your mouth
that Yeshua is Lord
and believe in your heart that God
has raised Him from the dead,
you will be saved.
(Romans 10:9)

So, if you believe that Yeshua was raised from the dead,
’ that same Holy Spirit who raised up His dead body
is the same one who will dwell in you to enable you

overcome the effects of the knowledge of good and
evil, and the evil mge, plus do miracles to confirm
the Kingdom of God.
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Justice is a wonderful
thing - but with only
Justice and no mercy
humanity would have
perished from his very
first mistake.

The world would be a
wonderful place, but
we humans wouldn't
last very long!

On the other hand -
with only mercy and no
Justice - all would be
chaos and evil would
know no bounds.

So, for us, God combined
His attributes of justice
and mercy.

Because of God's attribute
of justice, he will not
overstep the authority he
has already de{egatedgto
us, even if humanity - in
the meantime - has
virtually handed that
authority to Satan.

More bad news: because of
God's attribute of justice -
God cannot allow sin into
His presence. That's what
separates man from God.

But God's attribute of mercy couldn't allow this state of
affairs to continue. He had to do something about it.
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How does all this

@bout a seed and al
hat, sync with the) (of the fiery parent ang
art about Justic the stm% child...

Lets imagine that it was possible
to transform the child so as to
enabable him to become more

like the parent. It involved
directing some of the parents
own fire into the child.

NI But how can the straw child get close
:*%/“J enough to the parent to be transformed
R ¥ g by the parent's fire, without getting
’g burned up in the process?

There is a way, but it would be difficult to use our parable to
illustrate, so we'll have to revert back to the real life situation:

In the same way that the
system of animal sacrifice
enabled Israel to come into
closer contact with God within
| the precincts of the Temple,
the sacrifice of Yeshua made it
possible for the essence of God
to dwell in a person's body, as
though it were the Ho
Temple. This essence is what
we call the Holy Spirit.
In fact, | Corinthians 6:1.9 says
our bodies are the Temple o?
the Holy Spirit.
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The community is a very important part of the
Kingdom of God, just as the citizens any country are to
that country. Inspite of the many variations that the
church takes in it's local expression, we are one Church.

Praying is a way to
train gour, inner self
to sync with the Holy
Spivit

(1 Timothy 4:8; Jude 20,21)

Prayer and Bible reading are among the means by which

It is vitally important for you to
Jjoin the community, even if the
only church you can find only
agrees with the first four of the
seven criteria above and they think
that this Robby Charters character
is otherwise a heretic. Tell them
Robby sent you. We are one body in
the Messiah, and we're all together
in this, despite the marquee n the
front lawn of the building.

Two more things you
need to do on a
regular basis is pray,
and read the Bible.
Both of these
activities will enable
you to become
stronger in your new
life, to understand
mofrehaboqt i{he ways

of the Kingdom o s 3
God, and t% be able s
to distinguish the | Reading the Bible |
voice of God when He | food, It strengthens
is speaking to you.

to the relationship
between your soul
and the Holy Spirit
| Peter 2:2.

you will continue to be transformed into the image of
Messiah, which is our ultimate goal (Ephesians 4). Some of

the others are

available through the community, once
you've join it.
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The knowledge of good and evil brought with it two
deadly results:

1. We became experts on other people's shortcomings.
Another word for that is, "judging".

Yeshua once said:

Don't Judge, and gou worE The knowledge of
be 'udgjedgﬁécau,se with what good and evi
sz{ ement you Judge, you will enabled us to
beé‘éugﬁé; Aand With the measure decide for ourselves
back to you. whether something
i “| was right or

wrong.

One biﬂ problem: it's
much easier to tell
when someone else is
being bad than to
mind our own actions.

edlestrians

R th}y
can cros:

» 2 the roa

{ust an

me thi
like!
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The golden age of King David and King Solomon
became the point of reference by which these
prophets predicted the coming of a future king, who
would re-establish the Kingdom of God.

SRR DR,

This specially anointed king (or Messiah? would be born
of the royal line of King David; He would be born in King
David's home town of Bethlehem.

s God would make a
&Ly New Covenant
with humanity

which would
decisively deal
with the our sins.

= Messiah would
bring to an end
Satan's kingdom
of evil and restore
everything to the
way things were
intended to be.

This espcially | _ ) - -

meant a lot as | G > N 7 \*

time went on and ; S A\
life became

difficult. Israel lost

it's independance,

the people were

heavily taxed, A {

crime and poverty o '

were rife. |Everyone who loved God and read the

Bible expected this man to come and
deliver them from their hardships.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

So, what's next?) (A crowd of people, who had suddenl
How would 1 go became interested in Messiah, aske.

about repenting hat very question of one of Yeshua's
and_believing? first disciples. His answer was...

~Turn rowndyour sin (refent , return
to God, and. ... be immersed on the

uthority of Yeshua, the Messiah into
orgiveness of your sins, and you will
gceive the g#t of the Holy gpmt

g Y' The next

%‘- W) Step after

? \@ repentance

The words, "Baptise", 8 . istobe
and "Baptism" are based lrxuwuerseo%,
on a Greek word that or "baptised".

meant, "to immerse".
The whole concept is
based on the Jewish
concept of Migva B'rit,
or ritual immersion,
which was one of the
commandments of
Israel's covenant. People
who had become unclean
had to maintain holiness
before God by immersing ==
themselves in a special pool. _Iﬂu)‘;
This included people who had

recovered from leprosy, and S
women, on completing their

menstrual cycle. Torah —
observant Jewish women do I —
Migva B'rit to this day after T

their monthly period. 1

The very same ceremony whereby Israelites cleansed
themselves so as to be worthy to enter the Temple and meet
with God, is now the preparation for our bodies to become
the Temple for the Holy Spirit.

Yeshua and his followers used the
same practice for cleansing from
wrong doing, acknowledging that
disobedience to God made one
unclean. Thus, New Covenant
portion of the Bible prescribes it
as a commandment for people
who desired to enter the
Kingdom of God.
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How can we describe this dilemma? Let's use a
parable:

Just imagine
a father - or
a mother
made of fire.

As much as the parent loves the child - and longs to
embrace him - the child can never come even close to the

parent.

That would be heartbreaking for the parent.

God has infinitely more love than even a
parent has for a child -

but His holy
nature
makes him

like five... ...and our

condition
makes us
like
straw.
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CHAPTER FOUR

Suddemlzj one day
0

a man showed up fe, Kingdom

on the scene
making a very
bold statement.

This caught  (Za
everyone by gfg;

Y

surprise.

This man began He cast out demwions
to prove that

he was bringing
in God's
kingdom by
starting to tear
down Satan's ¢
kingdom piece
by piece:

kingdom 2%
was
shaken!

He raised the
dead...

..and many other
things.
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It was the only rule,
nd it was made with
" our best interests at

.and
we've

heart. But we chose been
" to listen to the wrong doin
/vov’ce -~ one that told that )
us to doubt God and at ever

try to figgure things
out for ourselves.

I'm a logical

thinker.
Therefore, i
there is a
supreme God
He'd arrive at)
the same
conclusions’

Therefore, whatever
ifestyle gou Fanaﬁ,gus
find the god tha
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So - God's mercy
compelled Him to
ind a solution
whereby the
demands of justice
would be satisfied

and

humanity would be
restored(to Himself.

The Whole Bible is
the story of how
God's attributes of

Jjustice and mercy

came together to
deliver humanity
from sin and thus,
restore the
Kingdom of God
on the earth.
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Those who believed
God - and kept the
commandments out
of a love and fear of
God - had access to
the Shechinah, and

were thus able to
live in victory over
any interference
from Satan.

)

They were protected by the
blood of the covenant.

Living in obedience to the covenant
while enjoying the benefits of the
Shechinah’in their midst, was the next
best thing to actually living in the
Kingdom of God. As such, the people of
Israel enjoyed a golden age under the
reigns of King David and his successor,
King Solomon. The nation prospered
during this time beyond imagination.

Later, as the nation
began to decline, God
ﬂooke to various people.
e revealed wore of His
plan to them. Some of it
had to do with their
immediate time, but a
lot had to do with the
future.

us says the Lovd..
) X @

They proclaimed what they
heard to others...

...and they

wrote it down.
Their writings
are recorded in

the Bible.
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The other teachers taught
from the book of the
covenant - but they
always depended on other
teachers' interpretations

Rabbi Avtalion interprets this)
passage as meaning that we
should....so it behooves us, to
egard this mitzvah as being).

Rabbi Shammai,
as been quoted
as saying.,

Many people came to hear
him teach...

..but he
was a
different
kind of

You have heard tl«gt it was said, "Love
our neighbour” and "hate your enemy'l
byt | sag to you, love your enemy. Pra
for those who persecute you and bles
those who curse you.,

hat kind of
eacher is thi

bi
Shouldn't be so)
& e

9

)

Who was this man?
Why was Satan so
afraid of him?
Why did so many good things /s &
I«al\open when he was around? P

Why were so many people so upset? <
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The first thing that happened
after we disobeyed was, we
gained a knowledge off_qood and

Justice.

evil - an acute sense o

Somehoyv or of;her our own
bodies figured in the less
noble side of the comparison.

It was evil and therefore it was
something to be ashamed of..

thus - the first cover-up.

Humanity has been conscious
of our sin ever since,

S%;z and we're still trying

to cover it up!

No matter how
much covering up we
do - everything is
open and naked
before God.
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CHAPTER ONE

In the beginning, when God made it all, it wasn't like

this. ’ - 8 ;‘

- S .. The mosquitoes didn't bite...

..lions and sheep slept _
together... A )

..and snakes were
lovable animals.

God made us in His own image so as to be His own
special friend.

v
o

7N
©

The first of us that he made,
were a man and a woman,
who were to become our father
and mother.

Our father was named "Adam",
which means, "human”. It also
means "ground" or "dirt",

from which we came. It also
describes a shade of red.

Our mother was named
"Havah" (Anglicised as "Eve"),
which means "life". She

became the mother of all
human life.
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CHAPTER THREE

The whole Bible?

God's first act of mercy was to make a
covenant with humanity.

A covenant is an ancient type of contract
which was ratified with blood. Such
covenants were held with utmost
seriousness. Dependfnﬁ on the stipulatiol
of a covenant, everything beloggmg to

either party, would be at the disposal o
the other when called upon.

A covenant between God and humanity
would give God the unquestioned right to

interact with us on the earth. Because
umanity is the legal guardian of the earth,
it means God has our "permission” to carry
out His plans on the earth.

So - the Bible s a covenant record.
It's divided into two parts:

The New

Testament

which is all about

the New

Covenant, and

—N\X  how it fulfills and
compliments the
Old Covenant

The Old
Testament [
which ‘gl
contains the
detalils of the
Old Covenant
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SO - Right now, you can do one of two things:

T preferved option: Join a | oy 2Z|IF there is no church or
community of
believers (a church

community of bellievers, find a
friend who also wants to enter
the Kingdom of God, or someone
E/ho has already. Ask him/her to
= aptise you. You can use a
0= ! ,:D swltqmmig\g pool, a bathtub, a
b/ ¢ stream, seaside, or (if they allow
JD I ou) the woman's migva of your
; | ocal synagogue. If there are
~—Jabsolutely no bodies of water
where you are, you may pour
i 29 |water on the head from a cup
‘;K f<3 " |(early believers did that
sometimes -- cf. Didache 7).

and ask them to
baptise you,

The Bible, in Matthew 28:14, indicates that you should do
it, "In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit." (You can learn later what all that means)

. I hereby confess with my mouth
In the mean time, you vight how, that Yeshua* is Lor

idif (sl As far as I'm concerned, He s m
could solidify your decision ir a5l concerned, He is iy

by saying a prayer, (mwﬂ above all gods. | thevetore repent of

i is: having gone any other way. | was wron.
Eomegllicacie i Erfind £ depend on, g own effort i
7

e "500d enough' and tofollow human
ideas. [ also vepent of following other
gods othey than the One true God who
can on%be known through Yeshua the

essiah. And | repent of

(name whatever sin comes £o mind)

[ believe Yeshua died and thewn rose from
the dead so that | can have, life. [ receive
that life right now. Yeshua is my life and

my rightzousness. Thank Yoy Lor for
hearing me and waking me born again!

I intend to follow up this decision by
being baptised at W\? earliest convenience
for the forgiveness of sins and inclusion in
he Kingdom of God.

¥ or say "Jesus" I gou're more comfortable with it
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So, that's why,
instead of living in
the Kingdom of God
for the last six or so
millennia, we've
been living in a
kingdom of evil.

Satan has been in
control, but he uses
our evil urge as the

means.

That kegos us
separated from God,
and keeps the door
open to Satan to be
involved with the
world, and produce yet
more evil.

There is a God ...
... He is good ...
... He loves us...
... He made a perfect world for us...

... And we went and broke it!
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Part of the covenant entailed dealing with our sin
by taking the life of a sustitute

G i
God killed two animals and

provided a covering for our
nakedness. Death was thus deferred.

Through covenant based
on substitutionary
atonement, God was
able to interact with
humanity and_begin to
bring about His purpose
on the earth.

A covenant must be agreed to by two parties. In this case,
there was God's part of the covenant, and our part.

On God's part was

the promise that the

woman's offspring

would deal with the

, problem of sin and
death.

Literally, God said,
"The snake (by which
He meant Satan) will

bruise his heel...

...but he will
crush the
snake's head!"

That was the covenant God made with
all of humanity through Adam and Havah.
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Adam and Havah were in
direct touch with the one
who made us.

That's how things were
meant to be...

Everything was perfect,
because things were just as
| God had created them,
and functioned just as God
intended them to function.

" We were God's best friend - and we
were submitted to God.

God assigned

humanity as ruler A Sl The Kingdom

over all He &) of God lsn't a

created. As long as 7 wew | political

we were submitted (&' Ey\tlt?. It

to God, all the simply

earth was - means, any

submitted to us. 5| portion of the

%, % universe .

This arrangement - e -H where God is

is what we call: || 3/ N~/ recognised as

King.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

When Yeshua first
appeared on the
public scene, His

part of this

N7 Kingdom message was:
N communit,
a w J T.(Repent and
) 2./Believe this
good news
Mark 1:15

Let's look at the first one: REPENT

"Repent" means to "turn around",
or to "reverse direction”.

It means to turn from all our
own ideas we've had about
how to sort out our lives, and
our world, and turn to God.

It is, after all, God's Kingdom we're
Joining, not our own.

There are two parts to that: What we're
turning from, and what we're turning to.

First, What we're turning from:
Remember, two things happened égé_/-,
when we chose the knowledge of good | i

and evil: First, we suddem{y%ecawxe il /
experts in right and wrong, and IR
began judging others. That, according @\ <

to Yeshua, put us under judgement.
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Adam and / There was no such
Havah didn't v thing as shame.
wear any That's because
clothes. They shame has to do
didn't need with comparing
to. They oneself with others.
weren't at all Adam and Havah
embarrassed, had no way of doing
and no one that, because there
had any dirty were two words
thoughts missing from their
about it. vocabulary:

"Good" and "bad"

These two things had to be
experienced, not just learned
about. There was one way of
gaining the experience, but it was
off limits. It was the fruit of a tree,
which God told Adam and Havah
not to eat: The Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil.

That does not mean their

\| intelligence was limited in any
way. If anything, their's was

probabally superior to ours.

/| Adam's first task was to name

all the animals. Not even

scientists of our time know all

the animal species that exist, let

alone remember all the names.

Their minds werent cluttered with
tivesome issues like, "What he/she has
is better than what | have," and,
"How can | prove my superiority?"
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As time went on, He made covenants with others, in which
He moved forward His plans for humanity.

7 =\
-

With Noah, besides
guaranteeing no more
worldwide flood, God
commanded humanit,
to carry out justice
and maintain a respect

.
for life. W5
With Abraham, God. singled out a
specific ethnic group through which
He would henceforth interact. The
Israelites, Abraham's descendants
would become the key to God's
plan for all of humanity. Abraham's
part was to believe God's promise
that(He wou;\!d M;ablfe him a[ rea;
L ) nation (even thou e was old an
== had no chi!dren)? and to obey God

by leaving his home and goin,
& whﬁerever God tol hfw‘?

400 years later, God confirmed
that covenant through Moses. The
descendants God had promised
Abraham had now grown into a
nation. At Mt. Sinai, God gave
Moses the Torah, which contains
the basics of the covenant, and is
the foundation of what we now
know of as the Bible.
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Secondly: that same knowledge of good
and evil got our desires going in the
direction of evil - thus, the evil urge.
The evil urge, of course, works in
opposition to our sense of right and
wrong. That might be just fine,
provided our sense of right can
overcome our evil urge.

The problem is, we're just not
up to it. Even though we
want to get it right, our evil
urge hastoo much of a head
start.

For the mind, controlled by the
old natare is hostile to
becayse it does not submit itself to
God’s Toralh — indeed, it cannot.

Romans 8:9

So... what we repent from is: €N

1. judging others, and
thinking that we had it all
mapped out to begin with.
The judging and bein
Judged is all a part of the
same thing.

Simply leave it all behind, and accept
the new way He's opened up for us.

following the evil urge - of your
1 part in making this into a

broken world (face it! We've all

contributed to it, haven't we!).

> s 2. of things we've done by

What? Can't remember everything your evil urge has
got you into? Then, just cancintm e on what tomes
immediately to mind. Take the vest as it comes.
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