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Why is there a Book about the questions in a FAQ for a defunct Website? 

The first question in the book is totally running down the middle of the street with no sense of the cars coming right at it. Yes. Why are we making you read words on paper (yes, that’s what that thing is called you are holding paper) for something you were able to just click to and skim the information. Yes, that is one of the great joys of online FAQ sections. You are not expected to read the whole thing. You can just find the sentence, or even sentence fragment, of things you might like to know, and then you are off looking at porn or a recipe or a recipe for porn. You know, you are doing the internet and there are very few options.

But that does not answer the question. Why are we collecting the FAQ?  Because people asked for it. There was a ground swell of seven people that were said they could not look at the FAQ anymore. Seven responses? You bet. That’s our lucky number. It keeps vampires and tax collectors away from us, so we had to collect all of these answers for you to have a place to find it. You are welcome. Look, we are awesome like that. Of course, if there were six or eight responses you would not have a book. Those numbers are bad news. They are unwashed and uncouth and we want nothing to do with them. But seven. Seven is cool.

But what happened to the website that made us make this book? What killed the website MonstersFiendsAbominationsCentral.Com. To be fair. We are not sure. We woke up one afternoon and went to the website, to add some more content and it was gone. We called up the web hosting site and they asked the question we dreaded getting. They asked the question, “I’m sorry, but who are you and why are you bothering us? Because we never heard of you website. And honestly, it sounds kind of lame.” Well, maybe we were not dreading that particular question, but we were worried about something like it.

We went through archives. We contacted contributors to the site and it seemed that none of them had any idea what this site was and they began to question if we were real. We were asked, “Are you a bot? Maybe you should look at these nine pictures and identify the ones that have a crosswalk in it.” We were asked that a lot. Maybe not crosswalk all the time. Sometimes they wanted us to find the picture with trucks or there was one we had to decide if the picture showed a kitchen appliance or a sex toy. We didn’t do too well with that one. 

Yes. There seems to be no recollection from anyone about this website. Sometimes, we too have a hard time remembering that we made a website at all. And it's getting worse, I am even forgetting the name of the other guys who helped me make this website. And there are times I have forgotten my own name. So you might be asking, did seven people really ask us to make this book and here I am admitting that no, I lied. 

No one asked us about the FAQ because no one asked about the site. I guess I was trying to make this seem more important than it actually was. But I was going through some folders on an old laptop (circa 2003) and found the FAQ before we put it up on the site. Or I think that’s what we did. I can’t remember that much. Anyway, I figured I would make a zine of the FAQ just to prove that the website did exist, that there was a site where we talked about the leisure activities of monsters and fiends. Or was the site about something else? Who knows? Who cares? 

Now you could ask if there was a website? You could ask if I just wrote these FAQs without benefit of website and that I am just lying to you. I mean, I already lied to about the seven responses. What else could I be lying about. But that should not be the point. The point is there are people out there (seven of them) who want this collection and who am I to say that you shouldn’t? Even if you don’t exist.

If you have any other questions that you want us to answer, please, leave us the hell alone.

Yours - PIckleball Pete

Why does the Devil always stick out his tongue in photographs?

This is a very good question. This is the kind of question that gets to the heart of the problem. When talking about the Devil, people tend to ask the wrong questions. They want to ask, “What’s the deal with the horns?” or “How can he honor so many contracts? Doesn’t he mix up the requests up?” or “If hell is so hot, why does the Devil always wear leather pants?”  or “With the Devil being aligned with the animal, the goat, is he a vegetarian? Or does he eat goat? Does that make the Devil a cannibal?” We guess that there is nothing completely wrong with these questions, but they definitely are not what should be asked. The Devil is a particular creature and asking dumb questions will annoy him and kind of waste your time. It is a little odd to admit that here in a FQA section, you are wise to be careful to not ask dumb questions. 

The Devil is very specific on how you are to ask him questions. It must be written on a nice linen sheet of typewriter paper and you must, and there is no wiggle room here, type of the question and send it to the home office in Duluth, Minnesota (were you expecting the Devil to have an office anywhere else?) The thing is, there is a slim chance he will respond himself to any or all inquiries The Devil has people for that. 

The PR response to the question is, “There are no pictures of the devil’s tongue on record. The Devil no doubt has a tongue, because some have said it is forked, but he has never displayed in public. To quote GK Chesterton: The devil is a gentleman and never brags himself. He also doesn’t wave his tongue around hither and thither.”

This is false of course. The devil is the Prince of Lies. He is also the Viscount of Tax Evasion, but that’s not what we are talking about at the moment. The thing is, we ourselves have many pictures of the Devil sticking out his tongue. And we have only found one picture in our photo morgue (a perfect title for such a collection) where he does not stick out his tongue. That photograph is a Polaroid. We don’t know if that matters one bit being a Polaroid, but we strive to be thorough. Of course that makes us long winded and dull, but so be it. 

Why does he stick his tongue out? The answer is obvious. He has no choice. It’s about shrinkage. It has to do with the difference of atmosphere between Earth and Hell. Hell is not hot, it is just that the air is compressed and dense. Visiting Hell on one of their open house days is like dancing at the Marianis Trench. 

Now the Devil is not from Hell. But he has lived there a very long time. He has become acclimated to the joint. It is not just his forwarding address, it is the place he feels the most comfortable.

But then, when he enters our world, the change of pressure expands his appendages. Not only his tongue, but his feet and his hands expand to a crazy rate, but you don’t ever see that because he wears special gloves and shoes that keep them in relative shape. But there is no tongue holder (though that might be popular in the BDSM community. Just saying.) for the Devil so he must deal with an expanded tongue. For the Devil, who some think is a trickster deity other than an underworld Bureaucrat, looking like he is sticking his tongue out at the mundane world seems to be part of his brand. 

He spends time on Earth, his tongue shrinks, but when someone wants to take his picture, he will stick his tongue out even though he can fit it in his mouth. Why? Consistency. If you think that the Devil is mutable and affected by atmosphere and the pressure of the world, then you would not want that to be your Devil of choice. You want a Devil who is above all the variables of the world. 

And besides, a Devil with his tongue out is cool. Maybe that’s the right answer in just ten words. The Devil sticks his tongue out because it is cool. Full stop. 

Why does the Frankenstein Monster’s heart beat an exact replica to the 2-3 Clave Rhythm that was used by Tito Puente in the original 1961 recording of Oye Como Va? 

It’s a rare moment when you are allowed to get close enough to the Monster of Frankenstein to take his pulse, let alone pull out a stethoscope and check out his ticker. But there can be circumstances when the large, disjointed fellow will allow such close contact and then you will discover something amazing: he has a cha-cha-cha rhythm to his heart beat. Who knew?   Well. You did. If you didn’t, why ask the question? 

But yes. You are right. There is a distinct rhythm to his heart. Sometimes it is so loud, you can hear that mambo beat just when he walks by. A further evaluation of the heart beat will show that it is a classic 2-3 clave rhythm. What song uses that percussive beat? Why none other than the song Oye Como Va by Tito Puente. Now there are some of you who will insist that it is by Carlos Santana and you don’t care if it is a cover version or not, it is by Carlos Santana. People like that are the same who insist on calling the Monster of Frankenstein just Frankenstein. It is not
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