

TO T. H. WHITE (TEX):252

Magdalen College
Oxford
April 29th 1947

Sir

Tho’ very ill supplyed by Nature with that Address which is commonly look’d for in those who solicit the Acquaintance of the great, I find I cannot be easie without communicating to you the infinite deal of satisfaction wherewith I have perused your late admirable Work Mrs. Mashams Repose.253 I’m sure ‘tis no Flatterie (which I disdaine) to say that for the gaiety and invention of the Fable, the justness of the Sentiments, and the Elegance of the Style, I have not read its Equal in late years.

The ludicrous and the Poetical part support and vary each other without any Discord, and it was a very particular Pleasure to me to observe that while the whole Platform of your Tale is in a maner a compliment to the late ingenious Dean yet you are so judicious as not to spare the Follies in which he allowed himself concerning Laputa.254 Where you make merry with my own Profession in the excellent place about Mr. Pope’s letter habetis confitentem reum,255 and I fairly rolled in my great chair while I read it.

Yet I am not sure that I should have made bold to trouble you with this letter neither if I had not been put out of Patience by the silly, halting notices of Mrs. M. in the Press. I will not condole with you, being very sure that you despise ‘em and know that amid the disgusting Seriousness of the Age nothing witty and Phantasticall will be truly satisfied and nothing that does not please either government or Fashion be honestly praised.

If your occasions should lead you to these Academick Groves I shall beg leave to make you acquainted with half a dozen Magdalen Fellows that have a freer and more masculine taste. Till then, Sir, may you accept my Gratefull thanks for the Entertainment you have given me and believe me your oblig’d obedient servant

C. S. Lewis



TO ROGER LANCELYN GREEN (BOD): TS
REF.177/47.

Magdalen College,
Oxford.
13th May 1947.

My dear Green,

Heartiest congratulations on your engagement and all such good wishes as an old bachelor can give.256

I’m tied to a house full of sickness and a Sunday party is out of the question for me: you will not think it is because I am indifferent.

You’ve never turned up to fetch your MS, but I suppose you are not much thinking of it at present.

Thanks for asking me. I hope you’ll live happily ever after.

Yours,

C. S. Lewis



TO R W. CHAPMAN (BOD):

Magdalen College
Oxford
14/6/47

Dear Chapman

The ominous date had by no means escaped the notice of several of us and I have thought and even acted a good deal about it. I found no one even among the barbarians who did not regret our coming loss: but the general feeling that you were tolerably provided for in other ways was too strong and I had to desist. I daresay if your subject had been Stinks, Sedition, or Pornography the result might have been better. Eheu.257

Yours

C. S. Lewis



TO THEODORA BOSANQUET (HAR):

Magdalen College
Oxford
15/6/47

Dear Miss Bosanquet—

Thank you for drawing my attention to this. I doubt, however, if it cd. be properly dealt with within the compass of a letter.

Yours sincerely

C. S. Lewis



TO J. O. REED (P):TS

Magdalen College,
Oxford.
July 8th 1947

Dear Mr. Reed

The important thing before coming up is not a ‘course’ but as much reading and book-buying as you can possibly afford without getting tired or bankrupt. Anything between 1400 and 1830 is grist to your mill, and now is the time for any of the long authors: Chaucer, Malory, Sidney, Spenser, Marlow, Shakespeare, B. Johnson, Thos. Browne, Burton, Walton, Donne, Bunyan, Dryden, Addison, Pope, Swift, Thomson, Richardson, Fielding, Johnson, Boswell, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Keats, Shelley, Jane Austen, Lamb, Hazlitt, de Quincey.

Keep up any foreign language you know, especially Latin. If you are ignorant of the Bible, read it (the Latin Vulgate will kill two birds with one stone). Buy all texts you can, and borrow critical books. For literary history, all W. P. Ker’s books are good on the mediaeval period,258 and all Oliver Elton’s on the later.259 On Shakespeare E. K. Chambers,260 Stoll,261 Caroline Spurgeon,262 and Bethell.263 Write freely again if you wish.

yours sincerely,

C. S. Lewis

I am assuming you chose Course 3 which is mainly modern. If you prefer No 1. (mainly philological & medieval) or 2 (a halfway house between 1 and 3) let me know.



TO JOSEPH LEWIS COPPACK(P):264

Magdalen College,
Oxford
Aug 19th 1947

Dear Cousin Coppack

Your letter gave me unusual pleasure, fully shared by my (elder) brother who is a keen genealogist and family historian. Naturally, we have no personal recollections of the ‘Bishop’:265 the furthest we can remember back to is our grandfather and grandmother266 whom you must often have seen. You probably know that my Father’s brothers are all dead now. I always regret that our branch of the family had drifted so far away from Wales for I love the country and always feel at home when I go there.

I remember at a tiny station in central Wales having a philosophical argument with a Welsh porter and thinking how impossible such a thing would be in England and when in 1941 I gave a course of lectures at a College in Bangor267 I was much haunted by speculations as to whether the great old man might also have spoken in those parts.

I shall be 49 in November and I am unmarried, also going bald and beginning to be a little deaf-a failing which, I think runs in our blood. My life has been a very fortunate one on the whole—much more so than I deserve and all the successes of my last ten years came as a sudden surprise. Probably the greatest difference between us is that I was for many years a total unbeliever and was not reclaimed till my late thirties—a sad waste of time (and something worse) tho’ it has perhaps enabled me to understand the atheist’s point of view better than I cd. have done otherwise and thus to be of more use to others in that position.

I enclose the Recorder.268 My brother joins me in greetings and good wishes and I remain

your affectionate cousin

Clive Lewis



TO ARTHUR GREEVES (W):

Magdalen
Aug 19/47

My dear Arthur–

I agree that we don’t know what a spiritual body is.269 But I don’t like contrasting it with (your words) ‘an actual, physical body’. This suggests that the spiritual body wd. be the opposite of ‘actual’—i.e. some kind of vision or imagination. And I do think most people imagine it as something that looks like the present body and isn’t really there. Our Lord’s eating the boiled fish270 seems to put the boots on that idea, don’t you think? I suspect the distinction is the other way round—that it is something compared with which our present bodies are half real and phantasmal.

When I say that certain graces are ‘offered’ us only through certain physical acts I mean that is the ordinary public offer certified by scripture & supported by unbroken Xtian experience.271 I don’t of course (heaven forbid!) mean to limit what God may please to do in secret & special ways. In fact ‘offer’ is the operative word. No doubt He gives more than He offers: but the offer was as I describe.

I feel the better for our meeting still.

Yours

Jack



TO THE EDITOR OF TIME AND TIDE:272

Magdalen College
Oxford

Sir:

Mr Heyworth’s letter on the value of ‘Old English’,273 or Anglo-Saxon, deserves a hearty welcome and underlines a truth not generally known: the truth that while many theorists among the dons of many universities (especially among those who do not teach, or even know, Anglo-Saxon) agitate for the removal of this language from the syllabus, the better students almost invariably find in it both profit and pleasure.

I have only one point to add. Mr Heyworth mentions (though, wisely, he does not accept) the belief that Scotch poverty explains the scarcity of great Scotch artists. Is it not worth while pointing out that at the end of the Middle Ages when English was becoming rich and Scotland was both very poor and mangled with civil war, English poets were writing rubbish while Scotland boasts Douglas, Dunbar, and Lyndsay?

It is only one of the innumerable proofs that economic and political conditions are merely the materials both for the art of poetry and for the art of life itself. And the best work in both is often done in the hardest materials. Difficult metres, short rations, rugged language and bad rules, can all be turned to account if the artist knows his job.

I am, etc.

C. S. Lewis



TO THE EDITOR OF TIME AND TIDE:274

Magdalen College
Oxford

Sir:

I should like the anonymous ‘undergraduate’ who dislikes his Anglo-Saxon to understand that my letter which, by implication, relegates him to the class of inferior students, was written before I had seen his. I would not like him to think that I intended to mortify him.

One point of his I would like to take up. He says that Anglo-Saxon is easy to mark in exams. I wonder how much examining he has done. My own experience is that translation is more troublesome to mark than any other kind of work: it tests both the examiner and the candidate most severely and discovers more about the literary judgement of both than work which seems to be far more directly concerned with this elusive factor.

I am, etc.

C. S. Lewis



TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHURCH TIMES:275

Magdalen College,
Oxford.

Sir,—

The author of an article entitled ‘Old School Ties for All’ in your last issue, speaks with confidence of the religious training given at English public schools. I hope he is right; but if he is, his position is so important that it deserves to be defended in some detail against the rather different conclusions (based on wide, immediate observation) in Mr. B. G. Sandhurst’s ‘How Heathen is Britain.’276 May we hope that this will be done in a second article?

C. S. Lewis



TO T. C. BAIRD (P): TS
REF.658/47.

Magdalen College,
Oxford.
24th November 1947.

My dear Mr. Baird,

Hurrah! That’s my favourite bit in the whole book,277 and you are the first person to notice it.

yours sincerely,

C. S. Lewis



TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES LITERARY SUPPLEMENT:278

Sir,—

I would like to express my agreement, if not with the language which Dr. E R. Leavis holds about your review (Nov. 1) of Mr. Waldock’s Paradise Lost and Its Critics,279 yet with his general contention that it deserves much more favourable treatment than your reviewer gave it. I agree with very little that Mr. Waldock says, but I think he has given us a strong and clear presentation of a view that should be seriously considered. The tone and temper of his book deserve the praise which Dr. Leavis gives them.

C. S. Lewis



TO DEREK BREWER (P):280

Dec. 21/47

Dear Brewer

Oh Lor!—I never but once saw anything like this year’s class list…but that way madness lies. It has not in the least altered my opinion either of you or of…,281 nor I think will it affect your chances in the Fellowship.

There may be something still to do on Gower tho’ I’m not quite sure what. But go on nosing a bit. I enclose the formal testimonial wh. is all that is needed. All the best.

Yours

C. S. Lewis



TO MARGARET DOUGLAS (W): TS
REF.735/47.

Magdalen College,
Oxford.
31st December 1947.

Dear Miss Douglas,

Accept my deepest sympathy on the death of your mother: for I think the bond between you was unusually close. You have one great consolation which few bereaved people have—a clear conscience towards the dead. It was apparent that you were spending yourself largely upon her. I remember her very vividly, and much admired that blend of the playful and the stately, of which only old ladies have the secret.

I am so glad that you approved of the memoir.282 Professor Tolkien’s second Hobbit283 is still unfinished: he works like a coral insect you know!

With all good wishes,

yours sincerely,

C. S. Lewis



TO KENNETH HOPKINS (PRIN):284 TS
REF.736/47.

Magdalen College,
Oxford.
31st December 1947.

Dear Sir,

Such a number of people seem, in various undefined ways, to be competing for the post of Charles Williams’ literary executor that I think the only safe plan is to begin with Mrs. Williams. Her address is 23, Antrim Mansions, London, N.W.3. Thank you for your kind reference to my little memoir.

Yours sincerely,

C. S. Lewis



TO HELEN CALKINS (W): TS
Ref. 48/276.

Magdalen College,
Oxford.
29th March 1948.

Dear Miss Calkins,

No. I’m very sorry, but I can’t.285 I have almost no leisure already, and I get requests like yours very often, so I have had to make a rule never to do it. The merit of the MS (I am perfectly ready to believe all good of it) has nothing to do with this decision. When you lay the last straw on a camel’s breaking back, it is no good assuring him that it is the best straw! I return Harper’s letter. Forgive me, and all best wishes.

yours sincerely,

C. S. Lewis



TO CHARLES EDE (W): TS
REF.48296.

Magdalen College,
Oxford.
9th April 1948.

Dear Mr. Ede,

Thanks for your letter of the 7th:—

I’m sorry, but I’m suffering under such an accumulation of professional work and private duties that it is impossible for me to undertake anything more for a long time to come.

With regret, and best wishes for the success of the publications,

yours sincerely,

C. S. Lewis



TO THE EDITOR OF THE OXFORD MAGAZINE:286

Sir,–

In his more than usually kind review of Essays Presented to Charles Williams J.M.T. has, no doubt inadvertently, included a sentence which may mislead. He writes ‘What he (i.e. Charles Williams) thought was at constant issue with what he believed.’287 J.M.T. is here drawing on sources known to himself. Unfortunately the sentence is so placed that a reader might take J.M.T. to be asserting that this contrast between Williams’s ‘thought’ and ‘belief was derived from me. It is not.

Yours, etc.,

C. S. Lewis



TO JONATHAN FRANCIS ‘FRANK GOODRIDGE (P):288

[Magdalen College
1948]

Dear Goodridge

This is all I can manage today. Are you going to try it on the Club? p. 3. ‘Choice…maybe just appetite’. ‘Naked will power…is naked desire.’ Nego. Choice may be no (morally) better than appetite or will power than desire. But if anyone says they’re the same, then [I] wd. have to say that a man dying of thirst, with no possibility of getting a drink, chooses a glass of water or wills to drink. Appetite and desire may exist to the Nth where there is no question of will or choice. (You bring morals into the question prematurely. Best rule them out at this stage for simplicity’s sake)

p. 5. His organs’ obedience consisted in the fact that they didn’t pester his reason but waited to ‘speak when they were spoken to’. The judgement wd. be necessary even if there were no bad passions, if only because one can’t do everything at once. Even innocent impulses must wait their turn. You keep on identifying the antithesis Desire><Will with the antithesis Evil><Good. When I control my desire for sleep in order to fornicate, or my laziness in order to plan revenge, I am controlling innocent desire by evil will. The real distinction is between what happens in & to me (Desire) and what I do (Will).

p. 7. The middle term between total freedom & impossibility is surely difficulty. Surely the amount of pain or fear attendant on what one does may gradually increase thus rendering the doing hard and finally impossible?

p. 8. A man with no food can hardly choose to starve, can he? In ‘resignation’ what he chooses (or does) is to silence his resentment, self-pity etc.

General. Read the introd. Chapter to Alexander’s Space, Time & Deity.289 I think you’re trying (in his sense) to ‘contemplate’ what can only be ‘enjoyed’. You are really quite aware, aren’t you, of the difference between doing (acts) and feeling (desires)?290

Yours

C. S. Lewis



TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES LITERARY SUPPLEMENT:291

Magdalen College,
Oxford.

Sir,—

Critics have disputed the meaning of ‘her motion blushed at herself in Othello, I, iii, 95. It is perhaps worth asking whether Shakespeare had remembered the description of Pygmalion’s statue in Ovid:


Virginis est verae fades quam vivere credas,
Et si non obstet reverentia velle moveri.
(Met. X 250)292



It is relevant that Bentley (ad loc) quotes from Shirach the common Virgines bene educatae prae pudore in virorum conspectu vix audent se movere.293 Compare also Dante (Par xxv, 111) where Beatrice stands Pur come sposa tacita e immota.294

C. S. Lewis



TO MISS JONES (P):

Magdalen College
Oxford
24/7/48

Dear Miss Jones

So far from being as you say ‘a nuisance’ it is Mr. Bles and I who are being nuisances and you who have been helpful. Thank you very much indeed. The volume will be restored to you in due course, and I hope you will not think it the worse for my correcting one or two misprints. With much appreciation.

Yours sincerely

C. S. Lewis



TO CHRISTOPHER DAWSON (P):

Magdalen College,
Oxford.
Sept. 27th 1948

Dear Dawson

Thank you very much for having a copy of your Giffords sent to me.295 I embarked on it at once and indeed by greedily reading it at lunch and splashing it with gravy have already deprived the copy of some of its freshness.

I have now finished it (for the first time). It was exactly what I wanted, going, of course, far beyond my knowledge but often linking up with the little I do know—always the most exciting kind of reading, I think. It also was strangely ‘corroborating’—I don’t quite know how or why. So much for subjective reactions. What makes me feel that it must also be good (simpliciter296 as well as mihi)297 is that on the Humanists, where I am least out of my depth, it seems to me particularly sound. What a lot of error about them is still in circulation! The bit on p. 17 about the secret relation between Hegelianism and Darwinism is most important.298 How many people notice that the two great mythical or poetic expressions of Developmentalism (Keat’s Hyperion and Wagner’s Ring) are both pre-Darwinian?299 P. 31 about the most primitive and most sophisticated minds (and the gap in between) is new to me and excellent.300 P. 93 is a magnificent ending. But I mustn’t go on regurgitating plums from your own cake. Thanks very much: you have given me a great treat.

Yours sincerely

C. S. Lewis



TO MR PEACOCK (OUP):301 TS
REF.48/14.

Magdalen College,
Oxford.
6th October 1948.

Dear Mr. Peacock,

Thank you for Arthurian Torso, which arrived today. I think it would be wiser not to send a Review copy to the Oxford Magazine, as I am in such bad odour there that they will make no scruple of blackguarding C.W. on my account.

As for complimentary copies, I presume you are sending one to Mrs. W. anyway. I should like one to go to the Librarian, Magdalen College: one to Miss McNeill, Lisnadene, 191 Belmont Rd. Strandtown, Belfast; one to Miss S. Stokes,302 c/o of the preceeding: and to A. O. Barfield, Polvean, Belmont Rd. Uckfield: and one to Brother George Every S.S.M.,303 House of the Sacred Mission, Kelham, Newark, Notts.

yours sincerely,

C. S. Lewis



TO MARY NEYLAN (W):

As from Magdalen
3/4/49

Dear Mrs Neylan

The enclosed is a desperate attempt to do what I am v. ill qualified for.304 After writing it it occurred to me that I might have said all the things that you (knowing Sarah) might know to be particularly disastrous. So I thought you’d better vet it before passing it on. I’m so clumsy.

Blessings on all three—and I’m sorry I can’t come. But I’d only have behaved like as ass if I had!

Yours ever

C. S. Lewis



TO SARAH NEYIAN (W):

3/4/49

My dear Sarah

I am sorry to say that I don’t think I shall be able to be at your Confirmation on Saturday. For most men Saturday afternoon is a free time, but I have an invalid old lady to look after and the weekend is the time when I have no freedom at all, and have to try to be Nurse, Kennel-Maid, Wood-cutter, Butler, Housemaid, and Secretary all in one.

I had hoped that if the old lady were a little better than usual and if all the other people in the house were in good tempers I might be able to get away next Saturday. But the old lady is a good deal worse than usual and most of the people in the house are in bad tempers. So I must ‘stick to the ship’.

If I had come and we had met, I am afraid you might have found me very shy and dull. (By the way, always remember that old people can be quite as shy with young people as young people can be with old. This explains what must seem to you the idiotic way in which so many grown-ups talk to you). But I will try to do what I can by a letter.

I think of myself as having to be two people for you. (1. The real, serious, Christian godfather (2) the fairy godfather. As regards (2) I enclose a bit of the only kind of magic (a very dull kind) which I can work. Your mother will know how to deal with the spell. I think it will mean one or two, or even five, pounds for you now, to get things you want, and the rest in the Bank for future use. As I say, it is a dull kind of magic and a really good godfather (of type 2) would do something much more interesting: but it is the best an old bachelor can think of, and it is with my love.

As for No 1, the serious Christian godfather, I feel very unfit for the work—just as you, I dare say, may feel very unfit for being confirmed and for receiving the Holy Communion. But then an angel would not be really fit and we must all do the best we can. So I suppose I must try to give you advice. And the bit of advice that comes into my head is this: don’t expect (I mean, don’t count on and don’t demand) that when you are confirmed, or when you make your first Communion, you will have all the feelings you would like to have. You may, of course: but also you may not. But don’t worry if you don’t get them. They aren’t what matter. The things that are happening to you are quite real things whether you feel as you wd. wish or not, just as a meal will do a hungry person good even if he has a cold in the head which will rather spoil the taste. Our Lord will give us right feelings if He wishes—and then we must say Thank you. If He doesn’t, then we must say to ourselves (and Him) that He knows best.

This, by the way, is one of the very few subjects on which I feel I do know something. For years, after I had become a regular communicant I can’t tell you how dull my feelings were and how my attention wandered at the most important moments. It is only in the last year or two that things have begun to come right—which just shows how important it is to keep on doing what you are told.

Oh—I’d nearly forgotten-I have one other piece of advice. Remember that there are only three kinds of things anyone need ever do. (1.) Things we ought to do (2.) Things we’ve got to do (3.) Things we like doing. I say this because some people seem to spend so much of their time doing things for none of the three reasons, things like reading books they don’t like because other people read them. Things you ought to do are things like doing one’s school work or being nice to people. Things one has got to do are things like dressing and undressing, or household shopping. Things one likes doing—but of course I don’t know what you like. Perhaps you’ll write and tell me one day.

Of course I always mention you in my prayers and will most especially on Saturday. Do the same for me.

Your affectionate godfather

C. S. Lewis



TO ALEC CRAIG (TEX):

Magdalen College
Oxford
15/5/49

Dear Mr. Craig—

How very kind of you to send me a copy of your Voice of Merlin305 especially kind since you must have reckoned me a possible purchaser and who wants to waste copies on them?!

The summer term is a whirlwind for tutors now-a-days and it wd. be idle to pretend I have done more than dip or shall be able to for some weeks. But it is clearly all about the things I want to know. I’m glad to find there is still someone who doesn’t think poetry shd. be confined to the same sort of matter we find in leading articles.

With v. many thanks.

Yours sincerely

C. S. Lewis



TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHURCH TIMES (EC):306

Magdalen College,
Oxford

Sir,—

If it is not harking back too far, I would like to make two layman’s comments on the liturgical articles in your issue of May 6. Firstly, I would underline the necessity for uniformity, if in nothing else, yet in the time taken by the rite. We laymen may not be busier than the clergy but we usually have much less choice in our hours of business. The celebrant who lengthens the service by ten minutes may, for us, throw the whole day into hurry and confusion. It is difficult to keep this out of our minds: it may even be difficult to avoid some feeling of resentment. Such temptations may be good for us but it is not the celebrant’s business to supply them: God’s permission and Satan’s diligence will see to that part of our education without his assistance.

Secondly, I would ask the clergy to believe that we are more interested in orthodoxy and less interested in liturgiology as such than they can easily imagine. Dr Mascall rightly says that variations are permissible when they do not alter doctrine.307 But after that he goes on almost casually to mention ‘devotions to the Mother of God and to the hosts of heaven’ as a possible liturgical variant. That the introduction of such devotions into any parish not accustomed to them would divide the congregation into two camps, Dr Mascall well knows. But if he thinks that the issue between those camps would be a liturgical issue, I submit that he is mistaken. It would be a doctrinal issue. Not one layman would be asking whether these devotions marred or mended the beauty of the rite; everyone would be asking whether they were lawful or damnable. It is no part of my object to discuss that question here, but merely to point out that it is the question.

What we laymen fear is that the deepest doctrinal issues should be tacitly and implicitly settled by what seem to be, or are avowed to be, merely changes in liturgy. A man who is wondering whether the fare set before him is food or poison is not reassured by being told that this course is now restored to its traditional place in the menu or that the tureen is of the Sarum pattern. We laymen are ignorant and timid. Our lives are ever in our hands, the avenger of blood is on our heels, and of each of us his soul may this night be required. Can you blame us if the reduction of great doctrinal issues to merely liturgical issues fills us with something like terror?

C. S. Lewis



TO DEREK BREWER(P): TS
REF.284/49

Magdalen College
13th June 1949

Dear Brewer,

Hurrah! I’m glad.308 Yes, I have had a very heavy cold.

Yours,

W H. Lewis

(for C. S. Lewis ill).



TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHURCH TIMES (EC):309

Magdalen College,
Oxford.

Sir,—

I agree with Dean Hughes that the connection of belief and liturgy is close, but doubt if it is ‘inextricable’.310 I submit that the relation is healthy when liturgy expresses the belief of the Church, morbid when liturgy creates in the people by suggestion beliefs which the Church has not publicly professed, taught, and defended. If the mind of the Church is, for example, that our fathers erred in abandoning the Romish invocations of saints and angels, by all means let our corporate recantation, together with its grounds in scripture, reason and tradition be published, our solemn act of penitence be performed, the laity re-instructed, and the proper changes in liturgy be introduced.

What horrifies me is the proposal that individual priests should be encouraged to behave as if all this had been done when it has not been done. One correspondent compared such changes to the equally stealthy and (as he holds) irresistible changes in a language. But that is just the parallel that terrifies me, for even the shallowest philologist knows that the unconscious linguistic process is continually degrading good words and blunting useful distinctions. Absit omen! Whether an ‘enrichment’ of liturgy which involves a change of doctrine is allowable, surely depends on whether our doctrine is changing from error to truth or from truth to error. Is the individual priest the judge of that?

C. S. Lewis



TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHURCH TIMES (EC):311

Magdalen College,
Oxford.

Sir,—

Mr Every (quite legitimately) gives the word invocation a wider sense than I.312 The question then becomes how far we can infer propriety of devotion from propriety of invocation?. I accept the authority of the Benedicite313 for the propriety of invoking (in Mr Every’s sense) saints. But if I thence infer the propriety of devotions to saints, will not an argument force me to approve devotions to stars, frosts and whales?314

I am also quite ready to admit that I overlooked a distinction. Our fathers might disallow a particular medieval doctrine and yet not disallow some other doctrine which we laymen easily confuse with it. But if the issue is so much finer than I thought, this merely redoubles my anxiety that it should be openly and authoritatively decided.

If I feared lest the suggestions of liturgy might beguile us laymen on a simple issue, I am not likely to be comforted by finding the issue a subtle one. If there is one kind of devotion to created beings which is pleasing and another which is displeasing to God, when is the Church, as a Church, going to instruct us in the distinction?

Meanwhile, what better opportunity for the stealthy insinuation of the wrong kind than the unauthorised and sporadic practice of devotions to creatures before uninstructed congregations would our ghostly foe desire? Most of us laymen, I think, have no parti pris315 in the matter. We desire to believe as the Church believes.

C. S. Lewis

1591



TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHURCH TIMES (EC):316

Magdalen College,
Oxford.

Sir,—

I hope Mr Every has not misunderstood me.317 There is, I believe, a prima facie case for regarding devotions to saints in the Church of England as a controversial question (see Jewel, Apologia Ecclesiae Anglicanae, Pt. II, ch. xxviii, Homilies, Bk. II, Peril of Idolatry, Pt. III;318 Laud, Conference with Fisher, Sect. XXIII;319 Taylor, Dissuasive from Popery, Pt. I, ch. II, sect. 8).320 I merely claim that the controversy exists. I share Mr Every’s wish that it should cease. But there are two ways in which a controversy can cease: by being settled, or by gradual and imperceptible change of custom. I do not want any controversy to cease in the second sense.

I implore priests to remember what Aristotle tells us about unconscious revolution ([image: ], Politics 1303 a 22).321 When such unconscious revolution produces a result we like, we are all tempted to welcome it; thus I am tempted to welcome it when it leads to prayers for the dead. But then I see that the very same process can be used, and is used, to introduce modernist dilutions of the faith which, I am sure, Mr Every and I equally abominate. I conclude that a road so dangerous should never be trodden, whether the destination to which it seems to point is in itself good or bad. To write ‘No Thoroughfare’ over that road is my only purpose.

C. S. Lewis



TO GEORGE AND MOIRA SAYER(W):

Magdalen etc.
Aug 15th 1949

Dear Moira and George

There’s no disguising a Roofer, is there, by any device known to literary skill. So we may we well go straight—


Thank you very much for my lovely visit.
I enjoyed it very much. It was very nice—



but then it really was very nice to which this ingenuous style seems hardly adequate.

I came back with rather a bump (‘the first touch of the earth went nigh to kill’322—give the context of?) to a world where hills are smaller, beds harder, discourse duller: in fact generally more like that very overrated arrangement called REAL LIFE by modern critics. (What’s there so laudable about being real?. A microbe is real, a toothache is real, and the wilderness of houses by which I live surrounded is Real Estate). Well—it was all delightful and it is all past and I am very grateful both to you and to the Higher Authorities.

Meanwhile you dream of glaciers and incredible green valleys—how is George getting on with the Forms?

Valete!323

‘Bless’d pair of Syrens’324

Yours obliged

Jack L.



TO MR SWIFT (P): TS
REF.452/49

Magdalen College.
Oxford.
23rd. November 1949.

Dear Mr Swift

Thanks for your kind letter of the 21st:—Though it seems ungracious to refuse the compliment of a second request, I am afraid the answer must still be No; the situation this year is if anything less favourable than it was last, and I am overwhelmed with work.

And furthermore, the bucket has gone to the well too often; I must lie fallow for a considerable time before I again have anything to say.

With regret, and all best wishes for the success of the magazine.

Yours sincerely

C. S. Lewis

In 1958 Lewis agreed to become a member of the Commission to Revise the Psalter. The following letters regarding the Commission, part of a correspondence which began with Lewis’s reply to Archbishop Geoffrey Fisher of 14 November 1958, arrived too late to fit into the main body of letters. Lewis’s letters to various members of the Commission are found in the Church of England Record Centre, Bermondsey, London.325



TO DORIS ALLAN:326

The Kilns,
Headington Quarry,
Oxford
3 July 1960

Dear Miss Allen

I must very regretfully ‘rat’ for the meeting at Selwyn. My wife’s present condition puts any idea of an absence from home out of the question. Please make my apologies to all.

Yours sincerely

C. S. Lewis



TO MISS BARKER:327

The Kilns,
Headington Quarry,
Oxford
27 June 1963

Dear Miss Barker

I very strongly approve the end Mr Eliot has in view, i.e. that Coverdale’s Psalter should continue to be available and, if possible, to be widely known.328 I think the latter will hardly be achieved unless the edn. of Coverdale is very cheap and handy so that parishes which disliked ours would actually use it in church (with characteristic Anglican disobedience). How far this would be commercially possible I don’t know. Or wd. there be any chance of a CPB329 de luxe in addition to the ‘popular price’ one, which included both Coverdale’s Psalter and ours as some old edns. include the Paraphrases and Coverdale’s.

Yours sincerely

C. S. Lewis



TO DORIS ALLAN:330

The Kilns,
Headington Quarry,
Oxford
7 August 1963

Dear Miss Allan

This is my final and official resignation from the Commission. The red light appeared a few weeks ago in the form of a prolonged coma and I am ordered to give up all my occupations. Please make my farewells to His Grace and all my fellow Commissioners and add my cordial thanks for the great kindness they have always shown me.

Yours sincerely

C. S. Lewis




1 See Albert James Lewis in the Biographical Appendix to CL I, pp. 1006-8.

2 Harry was a gardener at Little Lea. In a letter to Warnie of 19 June 1913 Albert said: ‘I don’t think I have told you how I jumped out of the frying pan into the fire in the garden. In comparison with the men who have been sent from the Holywood Nursery, Harry was the most energetic, conscientious and intelligent man that ever handled a spade. Now, two men take four days to cut the grass alone’ (LP IV: 25).

3 See William Thompson Kirkpatrick in the Biographical Appendix to CL I, pp. 1002-6.

4 See Warren Hamilton Lewis in the Biographical Appendix to CL I, pp. 1011-14.

5 Prefects.

6 See the biography of Noel Herbert Stone (1895-1918) in CL I, p. 36n.

7 See the biography of Stanley Forrester Browning (1896-1917) in CL I, p. 32n.

8 See the biography of John Arthur Watson Bourne (1896-1943) in CL I, ibid.

9 See the biography of (Sir) Donald Innes Hardman (1899-1982) in CL I, p. 29n.

10 See the biography of Stopford Brooke Ludlow Jacks (1894-1988) in CL I, p. 37n.

11 Douglas Spencer Montague Tassell (1872-1956) was in charge of the Officers’ Training Corps at Malvern. See his biography in CL I, p. 30n.

12 i.e. W. T. Kirkpatrick.

13 Lewis was to have great affection for Harry Wakelyn Smith (1861-1918), nicknamed ‘Smugy’ or ‘Smewgy, who taught Classics and English at Malvern. See his biography in CL I, p. 29n.

14 At Malvern College ‘Hall’ was a time when a student did his homework.

15 This was, presumably, a book Jack was buying from Warnie. There are no other references to it in the Lewis Papers.

16 ‘The Old Boy’ and ‘Jimmy’ were nicknames given to the Rev. Canon Sydney Rhodes James (1855-1934), headmaster of Malvern College, who was on the point of retiring. See his biography in CL I, p. 21n.

17 The Aston Old Edwardians was a football club in Birmingham.

18 See the biography of Fitzgerald Charles Cecil Baron Hichens (1895-1977) in CL I, p. 29n.

19 The Malvernian was the school magazine.

20 ‘Tubbs’ was Arthur Clement Allen (1868-1957), headmaster of Cherbourg School. See his biography in CL I, p. 16n.

21 Shakespeare, King Richard LL, V, ii, 24: ‘After a well-grac’d actor leaves the stage.’

22 Sir Robert Ponsonby Staples (1853-1943), painter, was related to Lewis through his great-grandfather, the Right Honourable John Staples (1736-1820), MP for County Antrim—from whom Lewis took his second Christian name. John Staples married Henrietta Molesworth in 1775. Their daughter, Elizabeth Staples (b. 1790), married the Rev. Hugh Hamilton (1790-1865), whose son, the Rev. Thomas Robert Hamilton (1826-1905) was the father of Lewis’s mother, Flora Hamilton. John Staples’s grandson, Sir Nathaniel Staples (1817-99), 9th Baronet, married Elizabeth Lindsay Head, and Robert Ponsonby Staples was their third son. Prints of some of Sir Robert’s most famous pictures are to be found in Lissan House, including Cardinal Manning’s Last Reception and Gladstone Introducing the Home Rule Bill. The Ideal Cricket Match is now in the pavilion at Lords. Other pictures may be viewed in galleries in England and Northern Ireland.

23 A nickname for ‘Little Lea’, the Lewis family home.

24 Warnie Lewis recalled of Sir Robert Ponsonby Staples (LP III: 128-9) that he was ‘one of the most remarkable and scandalous characters of his time in the North of Ireland. His profession was nominally that of a painter, at which he showed some technical ability, but actually he struggled on the border line of bankruptcy in virtue of being the most brazenly impudent well born mendicant who ever afflicted a prosperous community. He was expert at the extraction of fees in advance for commissions which he extorted from those who fondly hoped that they would thus be rid of his society.’

25 Richard Brinsley Sheridan, The School for Scandal (1777).

26 W. W. Jacobs (1863-1943), whose tales of the macabre include ‘The Monkey’s Paw’.

27 Sir Henry Newbolt, Admirals All and Other Verses (1897), ‘A Ballad of John Nicholson’.

28 i.e. Canon Sydney Rhodes James, the headmaster.

29 Lewis’s ‘“Carpe Diem” after Horace’ is reproduced in CL I, pp. 34-5.

30 The Lea Shakespeare Prize, given annually since 1869 for excellence in English studies, was donated by Charles Wheeley Lea (1827-98), a member of the Lea family whose company, jointly owned by the Perrin family, produced Lea & Perrins Worcestershire sauce.

31 Berenice, an opera by George Frederic Handel, was first performed in 1737.

32 The Flower Song, ‘La fleur que tu m’avais jetée’, is from Act II of Georges Bizet’s Carmen, first performed in 1875.

33 Hubert Eisdel (1882-1948), tenor and teacher, whose musical training and earliest performances took place in England. Eisdel made several visits to Canada between 1907 and 1930 and in 1933 he took up permanent residence in Ontario, where he became involved in the Canadian music scene as a performer and teacher.

34 On 9 January 1914 the results of the November examinations were published. Warnie had passed twenty-first out of 201 successful candidates for the Royal Military College at Sandhurst. See CL I, p. 47.

35 Asked what he would like for a Christmas present, Lewis suggested the works of Thomas Gray (1716-71), author of ‘Elegy Written in a Country Church-Yard’ (1751).

36 i.e. ‘“Carpe Diem” after Horace’.

37 The poem was in the metre of Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s Locksley Hall (1842).

38 Robert Falcon Scott (1868-1912)—‘Scott of the Antarctic’-was the leader of the British Antarctic Expedition (1910-13) who reached the South Pole in January 1912 to discover that the Norwegian Roald Amundsen (1872-1928) had discovered the spot one month before. Even so, Scott was the most famous of the polar explorers.

39 George Murray Levick (1877-1956) studied medicine at St Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, and on qualifying in 1902 joined the Royal Navy, where he became a specialist in physical and recreational training. Levick was appointed surgeon on the British Antarctic Expedition. There is an account of his talk in The Malvernian, CCCXLII (March 1914), p. 219.

40 Albert Lewis was suffering from neuritis.

41 ‘Squeaky’ was the Lewis family doctor, Richard Whytock Leslie, MD (1862-1931).

42 ‘Master Willy’ was J. W. A. Condlin, Albert’s managing clerk in his Belfast law office.

43 The ‘Prologue’ and other memories of speech day are preserved in The Malvernian, CCCXLIV (July 1914), pp. 238-42.

44 Frank Sansome Preston (1875-1970), who succeeded Sydney Rhodes James, was headmaster of Malvern College from 1914 to 1937. Preston was educated at Pembroke College, Cambridge, and was an assistant master at Marlborough College, 1899-1914.

45 The half-term report, which survives, contains the following comments by Harry Wakelyn Smith: Omitting one lazy week, he has done well this term, and has made a really strenuous effort to become sound in Greek. His ability shows itself wherever English is concerned’ (LP IV: 185).

46 See the biography of Anne Sargent Harley ‘Annie’ Hamilton (1866-1930), wife of Flora Lewis’s brother, Augustus Hamilton, in CL I, p. 7n.

47 Euripides, Electra, 427-31.

48 During the Ulster Crisis of 1906-14, Irish Nationalism spread to the extent that the majority of the population demanded some form of self-government. The Protestants, who had the sympathy of the Lewis family, were in the majority in the north-east and they viewed this development with alarm. When Westminster agreed to a form of independence the Protestants insisted on remaining in the United Kingdom.

49 Lewis and Mrs Moore lived at ‘Hillsboro’, which is now 14 Holyoake Road, Headington, from 1923 until their move to The Kilns in 1930.

50 Barfield had sent Lewis a copy of his new book, History in English Words (London: Methuen, 1926).

51 Barfield, History in English Words, ch. 4, pp. 60-1: ‘That the seventeenth century saw the true genesis of many of our commercial and financial institutions is suggested by the fact that their names first appear at this time. Such as capital… and lastly the modern meaning of bank, which, like the names of so many protective and responsible institutions…is based etymologically on what we may call one of the oldest and safest of human occupations.’

52 Carroll, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, ch. 6: ‘I said it very loud and clear;/I went and shouted in his ear.’

53 Homer, Iliad, I, 5: ‘And the will of Zeus was fulfilled.’

54 ‘Words’, The Observer (17 January 1926), p. 3.

55 There is much about Lewis’s long narrative poem, Dymer, in CL I. It was written over a period of years, and was published under the pseudonym ‘Clive Hamilton’ by J. M. Dent of London on 20 September 1926. It was reprinted under his own name in 1950.

56 William Force Stead (1884-1967), an American living in Oxford, was Chaplain of Worcester College, Oxford, 1925-33. See his biography in CL I, p. 529n.

57 This was Stead’s Shadow of Mount Carmel: A Pilgrimage (London: R. Cobden-Sanderson, 1926).

58 Stead, Shadow of Mount Carmel, ‘Transition: Dilemma of Determinism’, pp. 67-71.

59 Stead concluded his book (p. 235) with an account of the death of an old friend in northern Italy. Stead was present when a Catholic priest administered the last rites, and the book ends with the words: ‘It is true that disease and the desolation of the body are a part of man’s experience; but only a part, and I believe, a negligible part, when the many activities and interests of life are viewed as a whole. I saw in the germs of the disease, destroying the body, the very environment in which they had been thriving, how evil in the end works out its own destruction. In the priest I saw the churchman’s solution to the mystery; God administering mercy and grace through the divine institution. And when I take the place of my friend, I should like the priest to be at my side.’ Stead converted to the Catholic Church in 1933.

60 Stead, Shadow of Mount Carmel, p. 13.

61 See the note on the Italian critic, Benedetto Croce, in the letter to Owen Barfield (‘Great War’ Letters, Series I, Letter 6). Lewis’s distrust of Croce is summarised in Christian Reflections, ‘Christianity and Culture’, p. 15: ‘The present inordinate esteem of culture by the cultured began…with Matthew Arnold…After Arnold came the vogue of Croce, in whose philosophy the aesthetic and logical activities were made autonomous forms of “the spirit” co-ordinate with the ethical.’

62 Emile Coué (1857-1926), whom Stead met on his pilgrimage, was a French psychotherapist remembered for his formula for curing by optimistic autosuggestion: ‘Day by day, in every way, I am getting better and better.’ His teaching achieved a vogue in England and the United States in the 1920s.

63 1 Corinthians 15:8.

64 Horace, Ars Poética, 188: ‘Quodcumque ostendis mihi sic, incredulus odi’: ‘Anything that you thus thrust upon my sight, I discredit and revolt at.’

65 The remainder of the letter is lost.

66 Lewis and Barfield were planning their annual Easter walking tour.

67 i.e. Shadow of Mount Carmel.

68 ibid., pp. 16-18.

69 ibid., p. 125.

70 ibid., p. 240.

71 ibid., p. 240, ‘Ponte Santa Trinita’, 40-9: ‘Once in a perfect dawn, here I have seen/An eastern sun searching the utmost west,/Air burning clear as a prophet’s eyes, when far/In the unexplored, white in the infinite blue,/A whole Apocalypse of peaks unknown/Stood out and startled me,—I had not dreamed/Of those invisible watchers over all,/While here I gazed and found no sign of them/At noon or evening—like another world/That shines out of a distance and fades again.’

72 Lewis detested the poems of T. S. Eliot and particularly those that appeared in The Criterion, an influential literary periodical launched by Eliot in 1922. In an effort to ‘expose’ Eliot and his like-minded poets, Lewis devised some nonsense ‘Eliotic’ poems which he and others sent to The Criterion, hoping they would be published. In his diary of 9 June 1926 he wrote: ‘I…wrote to Stead thanking him for the book and enclosing for his criticism, a parody of T. S. Eliot wh. I had just scribbled off: very nonsensical, but with a flavour of dirt all through. My idea is to send it up to his paper in the hope that he will be taken in and publish it: if he falls into the trap I will then consider how best to use the joke for the advancement of literature and the punishment of quackery (AMR, pp. 409-10).

73 Owen and Maud Barfield had been living at Long Crendon, Buckinghamshire, since they married in 1923.

74 Helen McFarlan Douie (1849-1926) was the mother of Maud Barfield. See the biography of Matilda Douie ‘Maud’ Barfield in CL II, pp. 1016-17.

75 After taking their BA degrees, Owen Barfield and Cecil Harwood lived for a while at Bee Cottage in Beckley, four miles north-east of Oxford. Lewis often walked out to see them. They liked the pub at Beckley—the Abingdon Arms—and met there from time to time.

76 John Livingston Lowes, Convention and Revolt in Poetry (London: Constable, 1919), p. 175: ‘Regarding the proliferation of journals dedicated to “new” movements in poetry, the trumpets of the elect are still blowing about the stubborn walls of Jericho. And indeed I cannot put more tersely the general attitude of the fervid little insurgent periodicals towards the public, than in a superb remark of the equally insurgent Billy Sunday: “They say I rub the fur the wrong way. I say, let the cats turn round!” For myself, I confess to unfeigned delight in the insurgent propaganda. Its fine ardor and alacrity of spirit, its enthusiasm for ideals, its eager hospitality to all poetic Ishmaelites, self-exiled from Abraham’s bosom, are metal more attractive than a complacent and impeccably correct inertia. And military poetry is more to edification than poetic or any other pacifism.’ See the reference to John Livingston Lowes in the letter to Owen Barfield of 27 September 1927.

77 ‘Great strength is in humility’ (apparently in medieval Scots); in St Augustine, Enarrationes in Psalmos, enarratio on Psalm 92:3: ‘in humilitate est tota fortitudo’.

78 This was Barfield’s unpublished poem, ‘The Tower’, first mentioned by Lewis in his diary on 21 June 1922 (AMR, pp. 52-3). The manuscript is among Barfield’s papers in the Bodleian Library.

79 i.e. Wordsworth, The Prelude.

80 Tacitus, Agrícola, III, i: ‘Reconciliation of things previously incompatible’.

81 ‘reversal, change’.

82 The British Museum.

83 Hugh Fanson Fausset’s review of Dymer appeared in The Times Literary Supplement (13 January 1927), p. 27. See the extract of his letter to Lewis of 29 September 1926 in CL I, p. 675n.

84 ‘the poetic mind’ (lit. ‘the mind that creates’).

85 ‘the pathetic mind’ (lit. ‘the mind capable of emotion or feeling’).

86 Aristotle, De Anima, III, 5, 1-2: ‘And one mind [the pathetic mind] corresponds in becoming everything; the other mind [the poetic mind] corresponds in making everything. The latter alone is immortal and ageless. But we do not remember because this is without emotion. The pathetic mind dies.’

87 Edith Sitwell, The Sleeping Beauty (1924).

88 Thomas Hood (1799-1845).

89 Robert Southey (1774-1843).

90 ‘But nothing of what I have written above forbids general agreement amongst everyone that an Orphic poem should be a topic for human conversation.’

91 Tolkien was referring to Barfield’s recently published Poetic Diction: A Study in Meaning (1928). See ch. 4, ‘Meaning and Myth’.

92 Barfield’s unpublished novel, ‘English People’, the typescript of which is in the Wade Center, Wheaton College.

93 ‘we have all sinned’.

94 Moliére, Le Tartuffe (1664).

95 John Masefield, Sard Harker: A Novel (1924).

96 These arrangements for a visit to the orera are in the style of Wagner’s Valkyries.

97 The letter is held in the Public Record Office for Northern Ireland.

Lewis’s mother, Flora, began to suffer with cancer in February 1908, and the first of two nurses arrived at Little Lea on 12 February. This was probably A. M. Davison, known as ‘Nurse Davison’. Flora was operated on at home on 15 February, after which she rallied for a while. The trouble soon returned and Warnie came home from Wynyard School in July 1908. During Flora’s long illness there was at least one nurse in the house all the time. Warnie attached the following note to a letter from Davison to Albert Lewis of 19 July 1908 (LP III: 107-8): ‘A. M. Davison was the senior of the two nurses in charge of Flora Lewis during her final illness. She speedily became a friend of the family’s, and remained so for years after the tragedy’ (p. 108). Nurse Davison was present when Flora Lewis died on 23 August 1908.

98 ‘Stephanos’.

99 Shakespeare, Othello, II, iii, 93.

100 ‘And a noble pair of pterodactyls, and a pair of dragons, and the Terrible Lizard (dinosaur), and his terrible she-lizard.’ This Latin elegiac couplet seems to be about the creation of the animals.

101 Charles Kay Ogden and I. A. Richards, The Meaning of Meaning (1923).

102 Terence, Woman of Andros, 253: ‘To treat an affair of such moment so carelessly!’

103 ‘things perceptible to the mind’.

104 Jakob Boehme (1575-1624) was a German Lutheran theosophical author. He was the recipient of mystical experiences, and he claimed that in his writings he described only what he had received from divine illumination.

105 Jakob Boehme, The Signature of all Things, with Other Writings, trans. John Ellistone, introduction by Clifford Bax, Everyman’s Library [1912]. See Lewis’s comments on this work in the letter to Arthur Greeves of 3 January 1930 (CL I, pp. 858-9).

106 These are characters in Barfield’s ‘English People’.

107 CL I, p. 867.

108 Dr Joseph Tegart ‘Joe’ Lewis (1898-1969), Lewis’s first cousin, was born in Belfast on 2 September 1898, the son of Albert’s brother Joseph Lewis and his wife Mary. He was educated at Campbell College, Belfast, after which he read Medicine at Queen’s University, Belfast. He took his MD in 1924, and was subsequently a member of the Royal College of Physicians, 1927, and a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, 1936. He spent the most of his life as a bacteriologist in the Belfast Infirmary. During the Second World War he served as a lieutenant-colonel in the Royal Army Medical Corps, 1939-45. Dr Lewis had written to Jack Lewis about the bookcases which belonged to his mother, and which had been in Little Lea for many years.

109 J. W A. Condlin, Albert Lewis’s managing clerk, was still dealing with the business of his employer’s estate.

110 ‘Sandycroft’ was the home of Dr Lewis’s parents.

111 Dr Joseph Lewis was one of the doctors who attended Albert Lewis during his final illness. See the letter to Warnie of 25 August 1929 (CL I, pp. 806-7).

112 Lewis was remembering the walking tour he took with Barfield, Cecil Harwood and Walter W. Field from 4-8 April 1930 and described in detail in the letter to Arthur Greeves of 29 April 1930 (CL I, pp. 892-5). ‘Quirinal’ was their private word for urinal. Most of this letter is in the metre of Hiawatha.

113 See T. S. Eliot in the Biographical Appendix to CL II, pp. 1028-30.

114 At this time Dom Bede Griffiths was living with two friends at Cloud Farm, and in an undated letter to Lewis he repeated the proposition made earlier about helping Barfield with an income if the latter chose to edit Coleridge and could not get backing: ‘I have a proposition to make, which I should like to know if you think feasible. If Barfield should not be able to get anything from an American university, do you think it would be possible for us to make an arrangement about it. We…have an income of about £800 a year between us, which it is impossible…to spend all on ourselves. Do you think Barfield might be led to accept a sort of Closed Fellowship for the purpose of bringing out an edition of Coleridge, or anything else he likes to do? We don’t know exactly how much we shall have over, but we could certainly provide £100 a year for two or three years’ (Wade Center). In the end, Barfield was unable to spare the time to work on Coleridge.

115 Milton, Samson Agonistes, 496.

116 ‘(appeal) to sympathy’.

117 This was an unpublished essay by Barfield.

118 Sir Monier Monier-Williams, A Dictionary: English and Sanskrit (1851).

119 ‘another’.

120 Friedrich Leopold von Hardenburg (Novalis), Hymns to the Night (1800).

121 Novalis, Hymns to the Night, No. 3, 2: ‘Broke the band of birth…light’s fetter.’

122 ‘Sleep stepping…ancient tales…Heaven’s opening’. The entire line from the second of Novalis’s hymns is: ‘Sie wissen nicht, daP du es bist der des zarten Mádchens Busen umschwebt und zum Himmel den SchoP macht—ahnden nicht, daP aus alten Geschichten du himmelöffnend entgegentrittst und den Schlüssel trägst zu den Wohnungen der Seligen, unendlicher Geheimnisse schweigender Bote.’

123 ‘by definition’.

124 Lewis hoped that Eliot would publish his article in The Criterion.

125 When Eliot finally rejected ‘The Personal Heresy in Criticism’ it was published in Essays and Studies by Members of the English Association, XIX (1934). It later became the first chapter of Lewis’s joint work with E. M. W. Tillyard, The Personal Heresy: A Controversy (1939).

126 See Mary Neylan in the Biographical Appendix to CL II, pp. 1054-5. She was a pupil at St Hugh’s College, Oxford, 1929-32.

127 Mary Ethel Seaton (1888-1947) was an authority on the literature of the late Middle Ages and the Renaissance. She was born in Rangoon in 1888 and educated at the Ladies’ College, Guernsey, Portsmouth High School and Girton College, Cambridge, where she took Firsts in all three parts of the Medieval and Modern Language Tripos in 1909 and 1910. She held the post of Lecturer in English Literature at Girton College, 1911-16, and in 1925 became Fellow and Tutor in English at St Hugh’s College, Oxford, where she remained until 1957. Her books include Literary Relations of England and Scandinavia in the Seventeenth Century (1935) and Sir Richard Roos, c. 1410-1482: Lancastrian Poet (1961).

128 William Langland, The Vision of William concerning Piers Plowman, with Prefaces, Notes, and a Glossary by Walter W Skeat (London: Early English Test Society, 1867-84).

129 John Gower, English Works, Introduction, Notes, and Glossary by G. C. Macaulay (London: Early English Text Society, 1900-01).

130 Gawain and the Green Knight, ed. J. R. R. Tolkien and E. V. Gordon (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1925).

131 Fourteenth Century Verse and Prose, ed. Kenneth Sisam (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1921).

132 Ancient English Metrical Romances, selected and published by Joseph Ritson (Edinburgh: Goldsmid, 1884-5).

133 Lewis mentions this document in the letter to Warnie of 24 October 1931 (CL II, p. 10). In 1930 Lewis, Mrs Moore and Warnie purchased The Kilns for £3,300. It appears that they paid £300 in cash, while Mrs Moore was responsible for £1,500 of the mortgage, Lewis £1,000 and Warnie £500. On 2 October 1931 Mrs Moore signed a mortgage document from the bank, and this letter confirms the amount owed by each brother. On receiving this letter, Warnie wrote the following reply to his brother: ‘Area Headquarters, Shanghai Area, China, 9/12/31. My dear lack, In confirmation of our talk regarding the transfer to ourselves of the mortgage on “the Kilns”, executed by Mrs. Moore on the 2nd October 1931, this confirms the verbal agreement thus reached, that in spite of anything to the contrary which may seem implied thereby, your interest in the said mortgage is of the value of £1000 (one thousand pounds), and my interest is of the value of £500 (five hundred pounds). Yours, Warnie’ (Bodleian Library, MS. Eng. lett. c. 220/7, fol. 5).

134 Edmund Charles Blunden (1896-1974), poet, teacher and critic, was educated at The Queen’s College, Oxford, after which poetry and literary journalism claimed most of his time. He returned to Oxford as Fellow and Tutor of English at Merton College, 1931-45.

135 Blunden had probably written to compliment Lewis on the poems in The Pilgrim’s Regress.

136 The Pilgrim’s Regress, Bk. X, ch. 10. This poem is reprinted as ‘When the Curtain’s Down’ in Poems and CP.

137 Lewis’s poem is a parody of The Ballad of Sir Patrick Spens, which celebrates events of the thirteeenth century but was first published in 1765. It is reprinted in The Oxford Book of Ballads, sel. and ed. James Kinsley (1969), pp. 311-12 and the first verse runs: ‘The King sits in Dunfermline toune,/Drinking the blude-reid wine;/“O quhar will I get [a] guid sailor./To sail this schip of mine?”’

138 This letter was originally published in The Times Literary Supplement (2 May 1935), p. 22, under the title ‘The Genuine Text’.

139 J. Dover Wilson, The Manuscript of Shakespeare’s Hamlet and the Problem of its Transmission: An Essay in Creative Bibliography, 2 vols. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (1934).

140 ‘the proper settling of preliminary doubts and difficulties’.

141 ‘FI’ or ‘FI’ is a standard abbreviation for the ‘First Folio’ of Shakespeare. Shakespeare’s earliest plays are referred to as folios or quartos according to the folding of the printed sheets, and therefore the size of the book. The First Folio of Shakespeare’s plays was published in 1623. Hamlet was first published in a Quarto in 1603, the First Folio version in 1623.

142 This letter was originally published in The Times Literary Supplement (23 May 1935), p. 33, under the title ‘The Genuine Text’. Cf. J. Dover Wilson, ibid. (16 May 1935), p. 313.

143 ‘prudent’.

144 Shakespeare, King Henry V, II, iii, 15-16.

145 The Works of Samuel Johnson, Vol. VII, ‘Johnson on Shakespeare’, Preface 1765, p. 73: ‘Mr. Pope…collated the old copies, which none had thought to examine before, and restored many lines to their integrity; but, by a very compendious criticism, he rejected whatever he disliked, and thought more of amputation than of cure.’

146 Elizabeth Holmes, Margaret (London: Sidgwick & lackson, 1936).

147 ‘A Lyrical Narrative’, a review of Holmes’s Margaret, appeared in The Times Literary Supplement (6 June 1936), p. 474. ‘It tells,’ said the reviewer, ‘in a series of more than sixty lyrics, many of them free in form and constituting altogether an original kind of lyrical narrative, the story of Margaret’s life from infancy until she comes through hunger, thirst and despair into full possession of herself…The whole poem reflects with an enchanting freshness the truth of a sensitive soul’s unfolding.’

148 Holmes, Margaret, p. 21, ‘Soliloquies at Night,’ 23-34: ‘Margaret…Whispered in eager speech/With all people that were dwelling/In all places of her mind/…And some that stranger seemed,/Shadowy, of uncouth speech,/Until she found them telling/Things she had heard of but could never reach.’

149 ibid., p. 88, ‘The Recall’, 42-52: ‘Now she prays/A storm-wind to sweep and shatter/This stoniness/Where she lay quite alone/With her heart till it died,/Or turned to stone,/It too, inside…/Nothing seems much to matter/These days,/To Margaret.’

150 J. B. S. Haldane, Possible Worlds and Other Essays (London: Chatto & Windus, 1927), ‘The Last Judgment’, p. 309: ‘It is possible that under the conditions of life in the outer planets the human brain may alter in such a way as to open up possibilities inconceivable to our own minds.’

151 Before this note could be posted Lewis received a letter from Greeves. He therefore appended a pastiche of Jane Austen’s Emma before going on to make further suggestions for his Irish jaunt.

152 Ivor Armstrong Richards (1893-1979), literary critic with a lifelong preoccupation with language and poetry, was born at Sandbach, Cheshire, on 26 February 1893. He was educated at Clifton College and Magdalene College, Cambridge, from where he graduated in 1915. Being a proficient mountaineer, he contemplated a career as a professional guide. However, after publishing, among other things, Principles of Literary Criticism (1925), which inaugurated the modern critical movement at Cambridge, he was elected a Fellow of Magdalene College in 1926. In 1929 he published Practical Criticism: A Study of Literary Judgement, in which he argued in the introductory chapter that ‘Stock Responses’ were ‘disadvantageous and even dangerous’. Lewis was in total disagreement, and argued on behalf of them in Chapter 8 of A Preface to Paradise Lost (1942) (see CL II, p. 779n). In 1939 Richards exchanged Cambridge, England, for Cambridge, Massachusetts, where he was a professor at Harvard University, 1944-63. He returned to Cambridge in 1974 and died there on 7 September 1979.

153 I. A. Richards, The Philosophy of Rhetoric (London: Oxford University Press, 1936).

154 Shakespeare, Hamlet, I, v, 77.

155 Frank Samuel Herbert Kendon (1893-1959), poet and academic. During the First World War he served with the Royal Engineers in Egypt. After the war he went up to St John’s College, Cambridge, where he read English, taking a BA in 1921. On leaving Cambridge he joined the staff of John O’London’s Weekly, where he learnt to be a copy-writer. In 1935 he joined the staff of the Cambridge University Press, where he remained until 1954. His books include an autobiography, The Small Years (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1930).

It was Kendon’s plan to publish a volume of poems all of whose writers would be anonymous. The work appeared as Fear No More: A Book of Poems for the Present Time by Living English Poets (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1940). Six copies were printed with a list of the authors’ names for the National Libraries. Lewis had four poems in the book: ‘Essence’ (p. 4); ‘Break, Sun, my Crusted Earth’ (p. 72); ‘The World is Round’ (p. 85); and ‘Arise my Body’ (p. 89). The first, third and fourth are reprinted, with revisions, as ‘Essence’, ‘Poem for Psychoanalysts and/or Theologians’, and ‘After Prayers, Lie Cold’ in CP.

156 Royal Army Service Corps.

157 Maureen Moore married Leonard Blake on 27 August 1940. See Leonard James Blake in the Biographical Appendix to CL II, pp. 1023-4.

158 There was some confusion at this time as to who was the master of Glenmachan. Sir Robert (‘Bob’) Ewart had died on 12 August 1939 to be succeeded in the baronetcy by his cousin Sir Lavens Mathewson Algernon Ewart, who himself died on 21 September 1939. He in turn was succeeded by an American cousin, Sir Talbot Ewart of New York, who died without issue in 1959 to be succeeded by the present baronet, Sir Ivan Ewart. Thus, while the title moved out of Sir Robert Ewart’s immediate family, Glenmachan itself was given to Sir Robert’s sister Gundreda Forrest, who lived there until her death in 1978.

159 Forrest Reid, Apostate (1926).

160 i.e. Jane (‘Chanie’) McNeill.

161 This letter was originally published in Theology, LXI (November 1940), p. 304, under the title ‘The Conflict in Anglican Theology.

162 Oliver C. Quick, ‘The Conflict in Anglican Theology’, Theology, LXI (October 1940), pp. 234-7.

163 Brewer had won a demyship to Magdalen, and as he would have Lewis as his tutor, he wanted to know what he should read in preparation for his work.

164 Arthur Hazard Dakin (1905–), the biographer of Paul Elmer More, was born in Boston. He took his BA and Ph.D. from Princeton University in 1928 and 1933, after which he received a Ph.D. from Oxford University in 1938. During the Second World War he served in the United States Navy. His publications include Von Hügel and the Supernatural (London: SPCK; New York: Macmillan, 1934), Man the Measure: An Essay on Humanism as Religion (Princeton: Princeton University Press; London: Oxford University Press, 1939), A Paul Elmer More Miscellany (Portland, Maine: Anthoensen Press, 1950) and Paul Elmer More (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1960).

165 Lewis’s answers to Paul Elmer More, dated 25 October 1934, 5 April 1935 and 23 May 1935, appear in CL II. The correspondence between Lewis and More is held in Princeton University Library.

166 In Geoffrey Chaucer’s Troilus and Criseyde (c. 1385).

167 Charles Williams, Religion and Love in Dante: The Theology of Romantic Love, Dacre Paper no. 6 (London: Dacre Press, 1941).

168 Mr Colquhoun had probably asked about the talks in the series ‘What Christians Believe’ that Lewis gave over the BBC on 11 and 18 January and 1, 8, and 15 February 1942. This series was published with the first series on ‘Right and Wrong’ as Broadcast Talks.

169 Theodora Bosanquet (1880-1961), literary editor of Time and Tide, was born in Sandown, Isle of Wight, on 3 October 1880, the daughter of Frederick Charles Tindal Bosanquet and Gertrude Mary (Fox) Bosanquet. After taking a B. Sc. from University College, London, she taught herself to type and was secretary to Henry James from 1907 to 1916. During the First World War she worked in the War Trade Intelligence Department and the Ministry of Food, for which she was appointed MBE in 1919. After the formation of the International Federation of University Women she served as executive secretary, 1920-35. Bosanquet was literary editor of Time and Tide, 1935-53, and a director, 1943-58. Lewis knew her through his association with Time and Tide.

170 Cicero, De Legibus, III, 8: ‘Let the welfare of the people be the supreme law.’

171 In the end Charles Williams’s The Forgiveness of Sins (1942) was reviewed by Willoughby Dewar in Time and Tide, 23 (12 September 1942), pp. 723-4.

172 Bernard Bosanquet (1848-1923).

173 Rosamund Rieu (1922–), later Cowan, was the daughter of editor and translator E. V. Rieu, whose biography appears in CL II, p. 564n. She read English under Lewis at St Hugh’s College, Oxford, and took her BA in 1943. Her interview with Stephen Schofield, entitled ‘Women as Pupils’, is published in the Canadian C. S. Lewis Journal, no. 4 (April 1979), pp. 4-9.

174 On 27 September 1942 Rieu heard Lewis give a talk on ‘Miracles’. A copy of her letter to Lewis dated that same day appears on pages 6-7 of ‘Women as Pupils’: ‘Dear Mr Lewis, I knew beforehand that I should be much moved by your address to-night, and I knew from experience that I should sit entranced, but I never dreamed that I should approach remotely near to believing in the subject of your talk…If only I had allowed myself to be swept off my feet, to accept what at the time all my reason, all my imagination and all my senses, seemed to warrant, I should without hesitation have pronounced on my return home, “I believe in miracles.” But as it is, when so much of your address was based on the tacit agreement of the main structure of the Christian faith, it would be absurd for me to believe in an isolated part of it as miracles, as to believe in the Resurrection if I doubted the Virgin Birth. I should love to know if you yourself consider that your arguments could in any way apply or be of value if they did not assume Christianity. I mean, if you were not a Christian, would a deep appreciation of the validity, logicality and desirability of those arguments be ground enough on which to base your conversion, or are they only of true value to those who already believe?’

175 Sister Penelope was working on a translation of St Athanasius’ The Incarnation of the Word of God, published in 1944. For details see note 6 to the letter of 19 February 1944 (CL II, p. 603).

176 Tinidril is the naked, unfallen ‘Eve’ of Perelandra.

177 Lewis met these nuns when he visited St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, the mother house of the Community of St Mary the Virgin, on 20-22 April 1942. During the visit he gave some talks to the junior sisters on ‘The Gospel in our Generation’.

178 i.e. sinusitis, inflammation of the sinuses.

179 Psalm 39:3.

180 Helen Tyrrell Wheeler (1924–) was born Joan Helen Florence Tyrrell. She was educated at St John’s High School, Newport, and St Hilda’s College, Oxford, 1941—5, where Lewis was her tutor for two terms. After taking her BA in 1945 she was acting head of the English Department at Christ’s Hospital, Horsham, 1945-9. There she met and married her husband. The couple taught in the English Department at the English School in Cairo, 1949-51. In 1951 they settled in Tunbridge Wells, Kent, where her time was shared between caring for three children and teaching adult education for the Department of External Education run by Oxford and the University of Kent. Helen Wheeler is the author of two Macmillan Master Guides, The Mill on the Floss by George Eliot (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1986), and The Prelude Books I and II by William Wordsworth (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1988). For her memories of Lewis, see her essay, ‘Wartime Tutor’, in We Remember C. S. Lewis, ed. David Graham (Nashville, Tennessee: Broadman & Holman, 2001), pp. 48-52.

181 During 24-26 February 1943 Lewis gave the Riddell Memorial Lectures at Newcastle upon Tyne. They were later published as The Abolition of Man.

182 Lewis was unable to attend a meeting of the Socratic Club.

183 A New Commentary on Holy Scripture: Including the Apocrypha, ed. Charles Gore, Henry Leighton Goudge, Alfred Guillaume (London: SPCK, 1928).

184 Mark 5:9.

185 ‘The Clarendon Bible’ consists of six volumes of commentaries on the books of the Old Testament gathered together as The Clarendon Bible: Old Testament, 6 vols. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1926-47), and ten of commentaries on the New Testament published by Clarendon Press between 1922 and 1939.

186 The King’s Arms.

187 i.e. Lisbeth Greeves, née Lizzie Snowden Demaine. See the letter to Arthur Greeves of 22 April 1951.

188 Romans 8:23.

189 Greeves had probably asked Lewis about Letter 16 in The Screwtape Letters which deals with the ‘Generous Conflict Illusion’.

190 Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34.

191 ‘For the right Faith is that we believe and confess: that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and Man…Who although he be God and Man: yet he is One, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh: but by taking of the Manhood into God.’

192 This is a letter of reference for Tyrrell, Lewis’s former pupil, who was applying for a position at Christ’s Hospital, Horsham.

193 Margaret Clara Adèle Deneke (1883-1969), musician and member of Lady Margaret Hall, was born in London in 1883. She was educated privately and over the years she became an accomplished pianist and an authority on the works of Felix Mendelssohn. Her sister, Helena Deneke (1878-1973), was educated at Oxford, and on the death of their father in 1916 they moved to ‘Gunfield’, Norham Gardens, Oxford. Helena taught at the women’s college, Lady Margaret Hall, while Margaret made Gunfield one of the Oxford centres of music. They became friends with Paul Victor Mendelssohn Benecke, Classics Tutor at Magdalen College, whose family they knew in London. In order to help the university and Lady Margaret Hall, Margaret raised £45,000 by giving 225 recitals during four tours of the United States. She led the college choir at Lady Margaret Hall and was for years librarian to the Oxford University Musical Society. She was made an honorary Fellow of the college in 1931, and in 1952 the university recognized her services to music by making her an honorary MA. Margaret Deneke, who died on 3 March 1969, was the author of Ernest Walker (London: Oxford University Press, 1951), and Paul Victor Mendelssohn Benecke 1868-1944 (Oxford: A. T. Broome and Son, [1944]).

194 Margaret Dora Mendelssohn Benecke was the sister of Paul Victor Mendelssohn Benecke (1868-1944) who had died on 25 September 1944. See the biography of Paul Victor Mendelssohn Benecke in CL I, p. 517n.

195 Benecke’s funeral was held in Magdalen College Chapel on 28 September 1944. For an account of the funeral see The Oxford Times, no. 4,357 (29 September 1944), p. 8.

196 This letter was originally published in The Times Literary Supplement (2 December 1944), p. 583, under the title ‘Basic Fears’.

197 The New Testament in Basic English (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
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