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Rocky Point Legacy: Chapter One

 

 

Gillian Parker parked her rental car at the curb. Glancing around, she tried to absorb every sight immediately–the clapboard homes on the side street; the weathered fronts on the buildings closer to the ocean. The spaciousness of the main street and the delightful flower designs painted on the old iron street lights.

She was utterly charmed.

Rocky Point, Maine, had only been a dot on the map before today. Now she sat in her car in the heart of the small New England town.

She stepped from the car and locked the door. Not that there was anything in the car itself. Her suitcase was in the trunk. But habits were habits.

Walking to the front of the café, she involuntarily smiled again noticing the quaint decor. Flower boxes lined the bottom of the large windows, with colorful blooms already spilling over the edge. The outside had been painted recently and gave a friendly feel of welcome to the establishment.

She opened the door and walked in, her high heels rapping on the hardwood floors. The waitresses carried trays of food, weaving through the throng, their pinafore period costumes adding to the charm of the old-time decor, which seemed to make the café a top destination for lunch judging by the crowd.

“Table for one?” a waitress asked, pausing for a moment.

“Yes.” 

“Follow me, there’s a table in the back.”

As she followed the waitress Gillian felt the center of all eyes. Conversation seemed to diminish a bit, as she passed,  then regained the previous volume.

She’d heard stories about small towns recognizing strangers when they arrived. Judging from the weekday work attire of the folks at the tables, her clothing would also signal something out of the ordinary. 

She’d just come from the funeral where she had worn her only black suit. It was a bit dressy for a midweek afternoon.

The waitress waited until she was seated at the small table then handed her the menu. “Our special today is crab cakes. The sisters make the best in town.”

Gillian smiled and began to study the menu, wondering who the sisters were. Everything looked delicious. How to decide. Maybe she’d take the waitress’s suggestion. The crab was undoubtedly fresh.

Glancing around after she ordered, Gillian smiled at a couple of people when they met her eye. They smiled in return.

She felt almost giddy with excitement. This was her first day in town, and if the Lord willed it, she’d be here until the day she died. Gillian prayed this would become her home. 

All things pointed to it.

The crab cakes were fabulous. The fresh fruit compote that accompanied it was a delicious balance. She sipped the tea she’d ordered and wondered if she’d have difficulty finding the house she’d come to claim. From what she’d seen of the town so far, it was laid out in squares, neat and compact and easily navigated.

“How’s the lunch?” A woman dressed in a costume similar to Gillian’s waitress stopped by the table with a smile.

“Delicious, thanks.”

“Glad to hear it. I’m Marcie Evans. I own this place.”

“The food is wonderful, and I really like the decor and uniforms.”

Marcie smile broadened. “So glad to hear that, too. You’re not from around here.”

“That obvious, huh?” Gillian asked, almost laughing. 

She felt as out of place here as she would in a chorus line at a Vegas show.

“I was born and raised here, so I know everyone,” Marcie said.

“I’m Gillian Parker, and no, I’m not from around here. I’m from Nevada.”

“Related to Sophie?”

Gillian nodded.

“I’m so sorry about her death. I missed the funeral because of work. One of my waitresses is out sick today, so I have to fill in. Sophie was wonderful.  She will be missed.”

Gillian smiled, trying to hide the pang that this young woman had known her great-grandmother when she herself had only learned of her existence after her death—when the lawyer’s call had told her she was the beneficiary of Sophie’s estate.

“Do you know how to get to Sophie’s house? I inherited it.” 

There, she’d said it aloud. 

She had stopped by the lawyer’s office briefly after she’d arrived in town. Not wanting to be late to the funeral, the visit had been short. Julian Greene had given her the gist of the legacy and promised to meet with her another day to review things in more detail. 

Now that lunch was almost over, Gillian was anxious to see the place she’d inherited. And to begin making plans to move to Maine.

“Better than that,” Marcie said with a twinkle in her eye. “Your next-door neighbor is eating lunch here as well. He came here straight from the funeral, too. You can follow him out to the house. It’s on a bluff halfway around the cove. Once you know which road to take from town, you’ll have no problem finding it. Let me bring Joe over and introduce the two of you.”

Marcie wove her way through the tables and went to a booth on the side. 

Gillian recognized the man Marcie spoke to as one of the pallbearers at the funeral. He had stood a head above the other men and was much younger. 

He glanced over at Gillian and she smiled politely.

He frowned and looked back at Marcie.

So much for neighborliness, she thought. Maybe Marcie had underestimated a neighbor’s willingness to help.

“Come on, Joe. It won’t hurt a bit. Just have her follow you out of town and point out Sophie’s place as you pass. You don’t have to do more than meet her and say ‘follow me,’” Marcie said to the stubborn man in front of her.

“I’m not interested in getting to know some come-and-go woman who probably plans to sell before Sophie’s in the ground good.”

Joe frowned at Marcie.  It was a good thing no one could read minds. He knew better, but that didn’t stop his interest in the stranger. He’d seen her at the church and then wobbling across the lawn in those high heels at the cemetery. He might have thought staying single was the way to go these days, but it didn’t make him immune to the attractions of a beautiful woman. 

He just hoped he had better sense than to act on that attraction.

“She seems nice,” Marcie said.

Joe peered around her and met the gaze of the woman he’d noticed at the funeral and again after she’d walked into the café. 

She was stunning. If this weren’t Rocky Point, and if he didn’t have a daughter to worry about, he might go over and find out if she were as nice as Marcie suggested.

“If she’s Sophie’s great-granddaughter, why didn’t anyone know about her?” he asked.

“I doubt Julian Greene would hand the keys to the house to someone he wasn’t convinced was a relative. Better have her there than the house stand empty.  Though her arrival is a surprise,” Marcie acknowledged.

“We’re going to miss Sophie. Her death hit Jenny especially hard.”

“I’m sure. She was a good neighbor, and Jenny had the run of her house. Hard as it is to face, we all need to know life on earth is temporary. It’s eternal life to look forward to,” Marcie said gently.

“I knew Sophie all my life. My folks moved into the house next to hers before I was even born. It won’t ever be the same.”

Marcie nodded. “Still, she had a nice long life.”

“Yes, she had a long life, but how nice it was is anyone’s guess. Her husband died during the Depression, her only son died in the Korean War, her grandson disappeared one day after trying to gyp her out of all her money. And she had to work hard to keep going and keep up that house—especially after she retired.”

“She had lots of friends, her church work, and I know she thought of you and Jenny as family,” Marcie said gently. “You always treated her that way. And she had money enough to hire help when she really needed it.”

“I’m going to miss her. It’s difficult to imagine what it’s going to be like without her next door,” Joe said, glancing again at the stranger sitting alone at her table. 

His daughter, Jenny, had been devastated when she learned Sophie had died from a fall down her stairs likely caused by a stroke. With both Joe’s parents dead, his wife long gone, Sophie had completed their small family.

He studied the stranger for a moment, feeling that kick of interest ramp up a notch. It had been so long since he’d been this interested in someone–he didn’t like it. For a moment he felt like he had when he’d been younger—carefree, daring, a bit wild. Her red-gold hair was a riotous, flaming swirl around her head and shoulders. She was tall and slender with legs that seemed to go on forever. The sophisticated black suit was as out of place in Rocky Point as she was. 

And he wanted to get to know her. Find out what made her come out of the blue to Rocky Point. Was she planning to stay? 

She arrived just as the service in the old church began. Sitting alone, she hadn’t shed a tear, nor talked to anyone. She claimed to be Sophie’s great-granddaughter. In all the years he’d known Sophie, she’d never said a word about having a great-granddaughter.

The black suit and black shoes should have had her looking like a glorious crow. Black was not her color. Still—it highlighted her creamy complexion, made her blue eyes seem brighter than anyone’s and provided a dramatic backdrop for that vibrant hair, which seemed to be a beacon of light capturing pure sunshine. 

Would it be flame hot or silky cool to the touch? 

Her blue eyes sparkled even at this distance.

Joe was older and wiser now than he’d been when he married Pamela. Now his life was firmly centered in the Lord. He knew that stepping outside of the Lord’s will would result in havoc. The years of his tumultuous marriage had proved that. He was content with his life, his work and his small family. But it didn’t hurt to look at beauty–and even yearn just a little bit.

“Okay, she can follow me home,” he said, turning back to the last of his lunch.

“Gee, be happy, why don’t you? It’s not as if you have to introduce her around or anything, just show her the house.”

“I said all right.”

“Then come and meet her. I have other things to do and don’t want you taking off before you meet. She might actually be nice.”

“Ha.”

“Time you moved on, Joe. Get married again, have some more babies. Not every woman’s like Pamela,” Marcie said with the bluntness of a long-time friend.

“I haven’t even met the woman and you’re matchmaking?” he asked in astonishment. 

Had he given himself away? Not that he was interested in marriage—or even a long-term relationship. 

He would settle for admitting to being curious about Gillian Parker. That was it.

“No. I just want you to open yourself up to the possibility. You need to find someone to fall in love with, someone who will bring you sunshine and joy. The Lord has the right person in mind, but you need to do your part, too,” she said.

Joe looked at Marcie, amazed at her take on things. He found it ironic that she was passing on such advice. His brother had left her at the altar years ago. Joe didn’t see any signs she was dating or about to marry. Joe was afraid Marcie was a one-man woman and that man had broken her heart. He’d known her since they’d been kids. She was pretty, fun and smart as a whip. His brother had been a fool to walk away from her.

“Romantic,” he said, involuntarily flicking his glaze at the fiery sunshine of the stranger’s hair.

“Cynic.”

“Even after Zack, you have fairy dust in your eyes.”

“No, I have my faith firmly planted. Remember Pamela wasn’t the only woman in the world. Open yourself up to the possibilities that surround you.”

“Like Polly Maynard?” Joe asked.

Marcie burst out laughing. “Not Polly! Is she still chasing you?”

“You’d think she’d get the hint,” he grumbled. 

Polly had had a crush on him since high school. He’d never even dated her, but she had made it clear she’d say yes if he ever asked.

Marcie chuckled as she led Joe across the wide restaurant to the table where Gillian sat.

Gillian watched the man rise and head toward her. He’d stand out in any crowd—tall and broad shouldered, with dark hair just a bit longer than it should be. It looked rugged against his white shirt collar.

By the look on his face, he was not thrilled to be meeting her. Maybe the restaurant owner had been a bit presumptuous in thinking he’d want to show her to her new inheritance. She didn’t want to be a burden on anyone, especially not a new neighbor. 

And what a neighbor. He only improved as he got closer. The air seemed brighter, colors more vibrant. His long lanky build put him well over six feet. Noted since she was five ten herself. His dark hair gleamed beneath the artificial light. His tanned skin showed he spent a lot of time outdoors. And his slightly rugged build had her curious about what he might be doing in those out door hours—fishing? Rocky Point’s main industry was fishing.

“Joe Kincaid, meet Gillian Parker,” Marcie introduced.

“Hello. Marcie said you could show me how to get to Sophie Parker’s house. It’s mine now, and I don’t know where it is, except somewhere out on a road called Shoreline. Sophie was my great-grandmother,” she said, her words rushing through before he could say anything. 

She stopped for breath. She should at least let him get a word in edgewise. Nerves shimmered as she stared into eyes that spoke volumes. Lord, help me here. I’m such a fish out of water.

He didn’t know her, but he didn’t like her. She could tell. Or was it Sophie he hadn’t liked and he’d transferred those feelings to her?

“I didn’t know Sophie had a great-granddaughter,” he said.

She almost sighed. No one had. Except the attorney.

 “That makes two of us. I was surprised when the attorney called two days ago to tell me she’d died and I was her sole beneficiary. I never even knew about her.”

Surprised, then devastated to discover she’d had a living relative that she’d never known about, Gillian wished Sophie Parker had contacted her. The attorney had no trouble locating her. If he knew about her, Sophie must have also. 

Why hadn’t Sophie tried to contact her over the years?

When Joe didn’t reply, the sudden silence increased her nervousness. She glanced at Marcie and then took a deep breath, smiling brightly, covering her feelings of inadequacy as she had for so long. “If you’re busy, maybe you can just tell me how to get to the house. Sophie’s attorney gave me the key.”

Stunned when she’d first learned of the legacy, Gillian was now anxious to see the house. To walk through the rooms and discover if she could learn more about this relative and perhaps uncover the facts as to why Sophie hadn’t contacted her only great-grandchild while she’d been alive.

Maybe she’d be able to discover more information about her own father while she was at it. Something that would help her understand the man she hadn’t seen in two decades.

“Sophie’s house is next door to mine,” he said, studying her as if he wasn’t sure what to make of her. 

She wondered if she had crumbs around her mouth or something.

“Looks like you two will be neighbors,” Marcie said brightly, with an odd look at Joe. “Won’t that be interesting?”

Interesting? Peculiar choice of words, Gillian thought, but her excitement grew. In only a little while, she’d see the house she now owned! She couldn’t imagine owning a house in a small town in Maine. How different from an apartment in  Las Vegas would that be?

Twenty minutes later, Gillian followed when Joe turned into the driveway leading to a huge, old, wood-frame two-story house. Paint peeled from the trim and the clapboard itself hadn’t been painted in years. Despite a slight hint of decay, the house looked solid and substantial. 

And for someone who had lived in cramped apartments all her life, it seemed palatial. Gillian felt a swell of excitement.

Situated on a bluff overlooking the cold north Atlantic, it obviously had been built for a large family. There would be more rooms than she’d know what to do with. The view from the windswept point was breathtaking. God’s handiwork. She smiled in happiness. Tomorrow she’d get up to see the sunrise.

She pulled her car to a halt next to Joe’s and climbed out, masking some of her excitement in front of her disapproving neighbor.

He looked at her over the top of his car.

“Are you staying long?”

Slowly Gillian smiled. “I’m staying forever,” she said, the thrill of ownership making her almost giddy. Thank You again, Heavenly Father, for this gift. Let me use it to glorify Your Name.

He shook his head with a wry grin. “We’ll see. Call if you need anything. I’m in the book. Joe Kincaid. Only one there.”

Only one anywhere, she thought. She’d never met anyone quite like him. Was that unexpected interest due to being in a new town? She didn’t think so. She wished she dare invite him in to show her around.

Before she could respond, he climbed back into his car and backed around, roaring for the road.

“I’m in New England. I knew it would be different,” she murmured as she watched the car drive away.

She saw the car turn into a driveway about a quarter of a mile farther along the road. His house was equally large, sharing the same view of the sea. A small copse of wind-bent trees grew between them, but from what she could see at this distance, his place was in prime condition.

Slowly turning back to the silent house, she wondered what it would take to bring it back to the shape it had once known. Taking a deep breath, she stepped onto the porch and inserted the key into the lock. She wouldn’t let anything spoil this moment. She was a homeowner!

No matter Joe Kincaid’s doubts, she planned to make her home in Rocky Point. She’d quit her aerobics instructor position to come more than two thousand miles. The good Lord willing, she meant to stay. She had prayed long and hard before leaving. Stepping out in faith was not new to her. She knew the Lord would direct her path. She’d find a job, make friends, build a life. And feel like she belonged as she never had in Las Vegas.

By late afternoon, Gillian had changed her clothes, unpacked her suitcases in one of the barren bedrooms and explored every inch of her new home, dismayed to find it in a state of deterioration she had not anticipated. It would take a lot of work to refurbish and make comfortable.

She studied pictures on the mantel and on the buffet. All of strangers. She hadn’t a clue who anyone was.

The few paintings were of sea scenes. Obviously Sophie had liked the sea.

Sometime in the next day or two, the lawyer had said, the two of them would go over her great-grandmother’s estate to give her a full accounting. She hoped there was enough money to enable her do what was needed with the house. If not, she’d have to learn how to do the work herself.

Lead on, Lord. I will follow.

She opened some of the windows to get cross-ventilation and let the sea breeze blow out the musty air.

Venturing into the yard, she discovered a well-worn path leading to the bluff rising above the sea’s edge. Feeling a tenuous connection to a woman she’d never met, she followed the path. 

When she reached the cliff’s edge, the view was amazing. The ocean stretched out forever, shades of grays and blues as far as she could see. Around the sweep of bay to the right sat the town of Rocky Point, jutting into the sea. Even from the distance, she could see the steeple of the church on the square where she’d heard the pastor’s words at Sophie’s service. She could see crowded docks where fishing boats bobbed. 

Looking left, she saw another home or two along the bluff beyond Joe Kincaid’s. 

Below the cliff lay a wide beach. Narrow wooden stairs led down to the sandy shore.

Looking closer, she debated descending. It would be foolish to chance it before getting to know the area better. It would probably be the height of summer before she’d venture into the water. She’d enjoy walking along the bluff above the sea until then.

The breeze felt cool, carrying with it a tang of salt. Shivering slightly, she contrasted the weather with that of Las Vegas when she left two days ago. Not yet summer, nevertheless, it had been well into the eighties. Here she expected it was somewhere in the high fifties. With the warm sun on her black top and jeans, she wasn’t cold, just cool after the hot desert of Nevada. 

Sleeveless dresses and T-shirts were pretty much the extent of what she owned. First thing tomorrow, she’d pick up a sweater and some sweatshirts. Maine in April wasn’t warm.

She turned to walk along the edge of the bluff, scanning her yard and that of her neighbors. A movement caught her eye and she saw a small child, standing near the copse of scrawny wind-bent trees, peering at her. Probably one of Joe Kincaid’s kids, she thought.

She wondered if his wife would be more friendly? Or were all New Englanders as standoffish as he’d been? She’d heard small towns could be hard on newcomers. She’d hoped the fact her great-grandmother had been a resident all her life would ease her own transition into the community.

Waving, Gillian walked toward the child. Drawing closer she saw a little girl with short brown hair, dressed in jeans and a long sleeve top. She apparently didn’t feel the chill in the air.

Gillian had spent hours with the children at her church, helping with Vacation Bible School each summer and teaching Sunday School. Based on her experience, she guessed the child was about six.

“Hi, I’m Gillian Parker. I’ve come to live here. Are you my neighbor?” She stopped several feet away from the child. Let her come closer when she felt comfortable.

“You’re going to live in Sophie’s house?” the little girl asked. Her expression was wary.

Gillian nodded, tilting her head to one side as she studied the solemn expression on the girl’s face.

“Did you know Sophie?”

The child nodded.

“She was my great-grandmother, but I never knew her.”

“Why not?”

“I don’t know. I didn’t even know she lived here. She knew about me, but she never contacted me.” 

She pushed away the pain. Had she not measured up to Sophie’s expectations? Or had the breach with her father been passed on to his daughter?

“She was nice. I used to visit her a lot. I’m sorry she died.”

“Me, too. I wish I could have known her.”

“You don’t look like Sophie,” the little girl said after a moment’s study.

“I think I look like my mother.”

The child nodded. “And Sophie was old. You’re not that old.”

“Thank you.”

Gillian glanced at her neighbor’s house. “Does your mother let you come out here alone?”

The bluffs overlooking the sea were steep. She wouldn’t risk a child of hers exploring and maybe falling over the edge.

“My mother’s dead. She died when I was little.”

Since the child seemed small to Gillian, she wondered how long ago it had happened. The matter-of-fact comment suggested it was a long time ago.

“I’m sorry to hear that. What’s your name?”

“Jenny Kincaid.”

“Well, Jenny Kincaid, it’s getting cold out here. Want to come to my house and have something to drink? I don’t know what I’ve got, but we can find something, I’m sure.”

“No, thank you, I’m not supposed to talk to strangers.”

Fine time to think of that, Gillian thought. “Well, we’re hardly strangers if we’re neighbors, are we? But you’re right, you need to get your dad’s permission to come visit. Ask him and we’ll visit another time.”

“You’re not from Maine,” Jenny said.

“No, I’m not. How can you tell?”

“You talk funny.”

Gillian laughed, charmed by the child’s forthrightness. “Actually, I think you talk funny. I’m from Las Vegas. It’s in Nevada, a long way from here.”

“That’s out west.”

“Right. The wild, wild west.”

“Do you know any cowboys?”

Gillian nodded. “We had a nice rancher and several of his cowboys attend the church I went to. I know lots about cowboys. When you come to visit me, I’ll tell you all about Nevada and horses and cowboys.”

“Okay, I’ll ask my dad.”

Gillian watched her run back toward her house. As she headed to her own, she wondered if he’d grant permission. She’d like to make friends in town—even if she started with a small child.

And wasn’t that interesting that her father was widowed. Not that she had any special interest. She’d just arrived and needed to get her own life going here. But it was with a lighter step she headed back to the house. 

Entering she could feel the difference with the breeze whipping through. She quickly closed the windows, lingering on the ones on Joe’s side of the house as she stared across the distance wondering what he’d thought about having her as his new neighbor.

As the afternoon turned to evening, the temperature dropped. She’d picked up a few necessities at the store before stopping for lunch, so she made herself a quick dinner. Tomorrow she’d go shopping for more groceries and cleaning supplies.

After washing her solitary dish and fork, she went to the room she suspected Sophie had used the most. It had a lived-in look. She sat in the chair by the corner windows. It was small for her and definitely worn. Beside the chair was a table with a well-used Bible. She flicked on the floor lamp and saw the light was perfect for reading. Her great-grandmother must have often sat in this chair reading her Bible.

She looked out the window, seeing her neighbor’s home. What was Joe Kincaid doing now? Was he preparing dinner for Jenny? Had he given her a thought at all since they met? She’d been thinking about him a lot in the short time since lunch. 

She wished she’d come across more polished and not so nervous when meeting him. There was only one time to make a good first impression. He’d definitely made a good one with her. What impression had she made?

Still gazing at his home, she began to idly daydream, weaving fantasy occasions for them to run into each other, and get to know each other better.
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Rocky Point Legacy: Chapter Two

 

 

One week later Joe Kincaid straightened from the fender he was patiently sanding and glared at the cause of the interruption.

“Come on, Joe,” Tom said, “you have to know something. She’s your next door neighbor. Give me something. Is she planning to stay or sell the old house?”

It appeared every person in town was trying to learn more about the new woman in Sophie’s house, and they all came to him for information—merely because his house was situated next door to hers.

As if he had nothing better to do than hang around his new neighbor. Not that the thought hadn’t crossed his mind a time or two. But in fact, he was a bit surprised she was still here. There was little to do in Rocky Point until the summer season started.

He tossed the spent sandpaper down on the concrete instead of at Tom and glared at the man who interrupted him. Tom Daggle was mayor of Rocky Point and should know better than to look to Joe for gossip. They’d known each other all their lives.

“I heard she comes to town each afternoon. You have a better shot at running into her than I do.” Joe said.  She hadn’t been down the street his auto restoration shop was on or he’d have noticed.

“Now, now, Joe. No need to get huffy. I thought since you’re living next door to her, you would at least have been neighborly enough to have asked her to dinner or something.”

“Hunt her up next time she comes to town and invite her yourself,” Joe said.

“She appears to be getting acquainted with every shop owner in town. But she’s not talking much about herself and so far no one knows much about her. Except she’s planning some renovation at Sophie’s. She spent the longest time in Hanson’s furniture store,” Tom said.

“Then check with Hanson.” 

Joe had seen Gillian once or twice at a distance. He’d thought she was just aimlessly wandering around.

“Surely you’ve spoken with her in a neighborly fashion, learned a bit more about her—where’s she from, what her plans are. That would be the neighborly thing to do,” Tom persisted.

“Nope.” Joe eyed the 1930 Stutz Bearcat he was restoring. The surface was almost ready for painting. The engine already purred like a kitten. He wanted to continue working, not fend off questions about a woman he didn’t know.

Life in Rocky Point would be too dull for someone like her. He knew the type. He’d lived with the type for four years.

“Aren’t you even interested?” Tom asked.

“Nope.  Look, Tom, if you want to know about her, talk to her the next time you see her. Or invite her to dinner. I’ve got work to do.”

Tom glanced around. The three men who worked for Joe were busy at their respective tasks. The huge warehouse held five vintage cars in various stages of restoration. The large double doors at one end stood wide, to allow the April breeze to keep the temperatures down, despite welding equipment and acetylene torches.

“Heard you fired Ben Ostler.”

“Yeah, he came to work drunk one time too many.” 

Joe cast a glance at his crew—good men all. And they each had a passion for restoring classic cars. Even Ben, when he didn’t drink to excess. He’d hated to let the man go. He’d given him many chances to straighten out. But the safety of Joe’s other workers came first.

“Too bad. His wife just had a new baby,” Tom commented.

“And your point is?”

“Nothing. Just too bad.”

“Yeah, well it’s too bad he couldn’t keep the bottle corked. Drunks and cars don’t go together.”

“Anyway, about Sophie’s granddaughter—”

“Great-granddaughter. And her name’s Gillian,” Joe said.

Tom’s sighed in exasperation. “I can’t invite her to dinner. Penny would have a fit.”

For a moment Joe almost smiled. “I expect so,” he concurred, thinking of Tom’s wife, who had been slim once upon a time when they’d all been in high school, but who was now a full-figured woman. No way would Rocky Point’s women want to compare themselves with Gillian.

Except for Marcie—she wouldn’t care. Twice over the last week she’d asked after Gillian when he stopped in for a quick cup of coffee, expressing disappointment that Gillian hadn’t come back to the café.

Even Jenny seemed fascinated by the woman. She’d mentioned meeting her that first night. Chatted all through dinner. She’d said something about going to visit, but he’d told her not to make a bother of herself. Sometimes she stood at the window in the kitchen and stared at Sophie’s house. Gillian’s house, he corrected himself. He knew his daughter grieved for Sophie.

“Consider it your civic duty,” Tom said.

“Go on, Tom. I have work to do even if you don’t,” Joe said easily, ignoring his irritation. He picked up a wad of fine steel wool. “Ask her yourself, send your secretary or find another patsy. If you want to know Gillian Parker’s plans, I’d say wait a little longer. When she tires of the slow pace here, she’ll be gone, and she’ll put the house on the market.”

“You don’t think she’ll stay?” Tom looked surprised at that.

“She’s not from around here. She’s sure to have a place with friends and family around. And a lot more going on than we have in Rocky Point.”

“Rocky Point is a great place to live,” Tom said.

Joe nodded, hoping Tom wasn’t going to start in on his civic pride speech. He began to rub the fine steel wool against the fender.

“I know the spiel, Tom. Rocky Point is great for raising a family. Gillian Parker’s a Las Vegas showgirl. She’ll never stay.”

“Las Vegas showgirl? How’d you know that? Thought you said you haven’t talked to her.”

“Jenny told me. She saw her out walking one day and spoke with her a couple of minutes.” Joe could have bitten his tongue. He hadn’t wanted to continue their conversation. He’d had enough.

When the mayor finally left, Joe resumed smoothing the replaced fender in preparation for the paint. The task left him free to think. Often this was the best time to talk with the Lord. No one interrupted, and the soothing repetition of the work gave him freedom for prayer.

Despite his words, he’d like to know what Gillian’s plans were. He’d seen her in the distance a couple of times, walking along the bluff. She seemed fascinated by the sea. 

He’d made no overtures. No attempts to speak with her. Yet if he admitted it to himself, he was as fascinated by her as his daughter was. She wore old jeans and baggy shirts. Her hair was often tied back, as if to keep it out of her face. 

He’d have liked to know her impressions of the house, of the town. Was she as captivated by the sea as it seemed by her daily walks along the bluff? Coming from the Nevada desert, she must find Rocky Point completely different. In a good way?

He’d been tempted, but resisted going out to meet her. He hadn’t made any efforts to get to know her. He wasn’t sure how to talk to her without giving an impression he was interested. So rather than give rise to speculation, he stayed away.

The fact she kept to herself surprised him. Sophie had no television, so Gillian couldn’t be spending time watching TV. 

And he suspected Sophie’s taste in literature would not appeal.

She looked the part of a showgirl, he’d thought the instant Jenny had told him where she hailed from. All flash and long legs and glorious golden-red hair. 

Disapproving of that lifestyle, he hadn’t encouraged Jenny to pursue a friendship. She seemed content with his casual remarks. He didn’t want to give rise to any arguments with her if he could help it. His little girl was still fragile from Sophie’s death.

In the meantime, he was a responsible father. A pillar in the community, as Marcie had often said. Rocky Point suited him fine.

Not for him the dreams of greatness, bright lights or a fast-paced lifestyle. He had built a solid reputation for reliability and outstanding work over the last few years with his restorations of vintage cars. The work might not be glamorous, but he liked it. It paid well and gave him a strong sense of connection with the past. 

And the business also provided the livelihood of four other men. Until Ben had caused a problem. He had enough work coming in to begin to look for another employee.

Joe and Jenny lived in his family’s home. He was raising his daughter with old-fashioned values. He’d had enough of people who wanted to walk on the wild side—like his wife Pamela or his brother, Zack.

 Where had it gotten them? His brother never came home, and his wife was in a grave six feet deep.

Rocky Point wasn’t for everyone—especially a Las Vegas showgirl.

For some reason, Marcie’s comments after the funeral popped into his mind. She thought he should find another wife. He’d sworn off the idea after Pamela died while leaving him.

There was no one in town who interested him—especially Polly. 

He’d tried marriage. It hadn’t worked out. End of story.

 

 

The next afternoon Joe took a break from work to run to the supermarket to pick up some cold drinks for the shop. He usually included soft drinks in his normal grocery shopping, but the warmer weather had the men going through sodas faster than normal.

His cart loaded up, he rounded a corner and stopped. Gillian stood in the middle of the aisle looking at the ingredients for baking. He hesitated for only a second, then pushed on.

“Hello,” he said.

She looked up and smiled. 

Joe felt like he’d been slugged with a two by four. That smile should be registered as a lethal weapon. He felt soft and squishy inside. 

Get a grip he admonished himself.

“Hi, neighbor.” She looked at the cart full of soft drinks and widened her eyes. “My, you do like sodas.”

“It’s for the guys at work. Shopping?” 

A dumb comment if ever he heard it. What else would she be doing in a grocery store.

“I came for some fresh veggies but thought I might like to make brownies or cookies or something.” She began looking at the items on the shelves again.

“I like cookies myself,” he said.

She looked back at him, that smile still on her face. “Duly noted. If I do bake cookies, I’ll send some your way. Save me eating them all.”

“Jenny would like them, too,” he said, already worried he’d come on too strong. 

He hoped she didn’t think he was suggesting she make him cookies.

“All kids like cookies.” Her eyes seemed to light up. “I guess even adults who never quite grew up like cookies, too.”

He could stare at her smiling face for hours. And for a moment forgot the supermarket and just enjoyed her smile.

When Mrs. Hatton, a long-time member of his church rounded the corner and almost bumped into him, the spell was broken.

“You’re blocking the aisle, Joe,” she complained.

“Sorry. Gotta go.” 

He maneuvered his cart around Gillian’s and walked away, already forgetting what he had wanted on that aisle.

“Joe?” she called after him.

He looked back, saw the speculative look of Mrs. Hatton.

“Yeah?”

“Chocolate chip cookies okay?”

“My favorites.” 

He nodded to both women and headed toward checkout. So if she made cookies, she’d have to bring them over. And he could ask her in to share them. Not that he’d been hinting. Or had he? He wondered if she’d bring them today. Maybe he’d take off work early and make sure the house was straight.

Joe got home from work in time to meet the school bus. Most days Jenny came to the shop directly from school, but he’d cut out early today and left a message for her at the school. Jenny didn’t hop off the bus with her usual enthusiasm. Instead, she dragged down the driveway, looking as if the weight of the world sat on her shoulders.

“Tough day?” he asked from his seat on the top step to the porch when she reached him. His heart expanded with love. He adored his little girl. She was the joy of his life. He said a quick prayer for God to always watch over her and keep her safe. And another prayer of thanksgiving that she’d been spared in the crash that had taken her mother’s life.

“Melissa’s getting a pony. She’s taking riding lessons and is going to learn to compete in horse shows. Can I have a horse? Can I learn to ride?” she asked, a hint of hope in her voice.

“Maybe when you’re older,” he said, scooping her up and hugging her close. The mere thought of a runaway horse throwing Jenny sent chills down his spine. She was too young to think of horses or a bicycle that could careen out in front of a car or a skateboard that could run away with her.

“You’re always saying that,” she said, frowning and pushing to be set down. “I’m never going to get to do anything!” 

She ran into the house. Ten seconds later Joe heard the slam of her bedroom door.

He’d blown it—again. Half the time he didn’t know if what he was doing was right for Jenny, restricting her activities. But he was afraid to risk his child’s safety. He’d almost lost her once. After surviving those dark days in the hospital, so afraid she wouldn’t recover, there was no way he was willing to risk her safety.

Sighing, he entered the house and wondered how to give her a glimpse of excitement while keeping her safe. 

He wished his parents were alive to help. But they had died in a freak boating accident before he married Pamela. Parenting should be a two-person job. If only–

 

 

Gillian once again had opened all the windows and relished the cool air blowing through the house. In the week since she’d arrived, the changes to her home were nothing short of remarkable.

Months of accumulated dust had vanished. Much of the furniture had been revived with judicious polishing and cleaning. 

Granted, the draperies and curtains were worn and frayed, but with the grime gone from the windows, she loved the view. Taking down the dirty, heavy coverings had opened all the rooms to the brightness and splendor of the setting. There were no trees close, so she had sun all day long. She wasn’t sure if she would put up any curtains. She liked the big, picture-perfect view she had from every window: the sea on one side, a glimpse of Rocky Point from another room and the green land rolling west of the front of the house.

Maybe curtains in the bedroom—for privacy. But that room faced the sea. A boat on the water would need a powerful telescope to see into her room. Not that she’d noticed any boats lurking around for the chance.

She’d spent every afternoon becoming more familiar with Rocky Point. She loved the small town. The stores were all distinctive and individual. No big chains in Rocky Point. 

The clerks and shopkeepers were friendly and helpful. When she’d told the woman who owned the fabric store some of her ideas about decorating, she’d immediately given her the name of a seamstress who did great work at low cost—for curtains and perhaps slipcovers.

She’d bought the ingredients for chocolate-chip cookies and had begun to make the dough. It was fun to bake for someone else. She smiled remembering the few moments at the grocery store. She wondered if Joe would have said anything further if the older woman hadn’t come into their aisle.

She glanced out the back window at the sea. She loved seeing it in all the different colors. Between her and the water, however, was the large pile of trash she’d been accumulating as she had cleared the heavy, dirty window coverings from each room. The pile also had broken furniture, old newspapers and magazines dating from before she’d been born and it looked like the trash heap it was. She needed to call someone to haul it away. 

Maybe Joe could suggest who to call. She’d ask when she took over the cookies.

Stirring the batter, she caught a glimpse of Jenny heading her way. In a moment she heard the familiar knock at the back door. She enjoyed the visits of her young neighbor. She wished Jenny would bring her father some time.

“Come on in, the door’s open.”

“I know,” Jenny said, stepping politely inside the huge family-style kitchen. “You always leave it unlocked. But it’s polite to knock. Sophie said so. She left the door unlocked, too.”

“It’s safe, right?” Gillian asked, already getting down another cup. 

Jenny liked hot chocolate with lots of marshmallows. Apparently so had Sophie. The fixings had been easy to find. 

“Surely such a small town doesn’t have a criminal element.”

Jenny walked to the stove, tilted her head as if considering what Gillian had said. “Does that mean bad guys?”

“Right.”

“No, we don’t have any. Does Las Vegas?”

Gillian nodded, grinning at Jenny. “You could say that. Did you finish your homework already?”

“I didn’t do it. And I left before Daddy could take me to the shop. I’m mad at him, you know.” She plopped on one of the chairs and kicked her heels against the crosspiece. “He said I can’t have a pony.”

“Oh. Well, that would make me angry, too. I always wanted a pony when I was little.”

Gillian prepared the hot beverages. “I never got one either,” she confided.

“So maybe you could buy a pony now,” Jenny said practically. “And if you do, you could let me ride it.”

“I don’t think I’m up to horse ownership just yet. I still have lots to do around here.”

She needed to confer with the attorney and see about finding a job. She’d put off both tasks until she’d decided for sure to remain in Rocky Point.

“I don’t get to do anything!” Jenny complained. “Every time I ask Daddy about something, he says maybe when I’m older. Then I’ll be grown up and won’t want a bike.”

“Maybe he means just a little older, not when you’re grown up. Do you want a bike?” Gillian thought they’d been talking about ponies.

Jenny nodded enthusiastically. “All of the girls in my class have one, and they get together after school and go riding down to the ice cream store or Auntie Marcie’s and then out to the park and have fun. I’m stuck at Daddy’s old shop every afternoon.”

“Where is your father’s store?” Gillian asked, diverted.

 She could picture Joe Kincaid as a hardware store owner or maybe something to do with heavy farm equipment, but not much else. The suit and tie he’d worn at the funeral hadn’t seemed like him somehow. He looked too active to be content to sit behind a desk all day. She was going to be majorly disappointed if he sold furniture or something.

Jenny laughed. “He doesn’t have a store—he has a shop! He fixes cars.”

“Oh, so he’s a mechanic?” That occupation better fit the image she carried with her ever since their initial meeting. She’d seen him once or twice when on her walks, but he’d made no effort to close the distance and neither had she. Their brief encounter at the store hadn’t been conducive to exchanging information—except that he liked chocolate chip cookies.

“I don’t know. The cars are old. Sometimes I sit in them before they’re finished and pretend I’m driving. Then Daddy always takes each of us for a ride when the car is ready to be sent back to its owner.”

“Are there more kids at home?” Gillian looked at Jenny. The couple of times the child had stopped by to visit this week she had not mentioned any brothers or sisters. Gillian had not questioned the child, respecting the privacy of her neighbors. But that didn’t help her curiosity. After the friendly meeting at the store, she wanted to know even more about her neighbor.

“What home?”

“Yours.”

“Nope. I’m an only. Auntie Marcie says my dad should get married and have a houseful of kids. How many would that be?”

“Lots. Who does he give rides to?”

“The other guys what work in the shop. It’s near the docks. They have fire guns and everything. It’s neat.”

“I’d like to see it sometime,” Gillian said, wondering what fire guns were. Talking with Jenny brightened her day. She never knew what the child would say next. She reminded her of the six-year-olds she’d taught Sunday School for the last few years. She missed her class and the funny things the children said.

Jenny shrugged, dipping her spoon into the melted marshmallow mess floating on her hot chocolate and licking it delightedly. “This is good. We hardly ever—”

Suddenly Gillian held up a finger, straining to listen. Had she heard Jenny’s name called?

Only silence.

“I thought I heard something,” Gillian said. She narrowed her gaze at the child. “Does your daddy know you’re over here?”

Jenny shook her head. “I just left. I told you, I’m mad at him.”

“Well mad or not, you need to let him know—” She heard the sound of running, and then a pounding on her screen door.

“Gillian!”

She rose and hurried to the door in response to the strain in his voice. Joe Kincaid stood there, looking twice as big as she remembered—and twice as handsome—in worn jeans and a flannel shirt with the sleeves rolled back.

And worried to death.

“Jenny’s here,” she said quickly, opening the door.

“Thank You, God!” He crushed a cloth doll in one hand, closing his eyes briefly. “I found this near the top of the bluff—by the stairs. For a moment I thought she’d gone down to the beach even though she knows she shouldn’t—” He stepped inside and immediately spotted his daughter.

“What’s going on?” The anxiety faded from his voice. Suspicion replaced it.

“Hi, Daddy,” Jenny said, her eyes on her cup, her spoon already dipping into the melted marshmallow again.

“I just learned you didn’t know she was here,” Gillian explained, feeling oddly guilty. She’d nothing to feel guilty about. She hadn’t lured Jenny here. The child had come of her own free will, assuring her that Joe didn’t mind.

He glanced at her, his eyes dark and unfathomable, then looked away. “Why is she here?”

“She came to visit. We’re having hot chocolate. Want some?”

He looked at Jenny. “I told you not to bother the new neighbor.”

She looked up at that. “I’m not bothering you, am I, Gillian?”

“Not at all. I enjoy your company.”

The sunny smile seemed to anger her father. He shook his head. “That’s not what I meant.”

“What did you mean?” Gillian asked.

He avoided eye contact. Was her face smeared with dirt? Was her hair a wild tangled mess? She wished she had a mirror nearby to check. Had she imagined their meeting at the store. He didn’t seem as friendly at the moment.

“I meant she wasn’t to come over,” he said, speaking to Jenny.

“Visiting isn’t bothering, Daddy,” Jenny said, slurping her chocolate noisily. “Besides, visiting Gillian is educational. She’s telling me all about Las Vegas.”

“Great.” At that he did look at Gillian. “The last thing I want is my daughter to get any ideas about the glamorous life on the Strip. Is that clear? I don’t want her head filled with nonsense or fanciful dreams that will only bring discontent and unhappiness. In the future, she’ll stay in our yard!” He nailed Jenny with a look. “Is that clear, young lady?”

Gillian almost felt as if she should salute but wisely said nothing. She was a bit taken aback that he thought she would corrupt a seven-year-old with wild tales of the infamous Las Vegas Strip, even if she knew any.

In less than a minute, man and child were gone.

“I guess that’s perfectly clear,” she said slowly, as the sound of receding footsteps grew faint. “I’m not good enough for your daughter.” 

The hurt pierced unexpectedly. No one had ever outright told her she wasn’t suitable before. Though it was a familiar feeling. Her father had deserted her when she’d been a young child. And now she discovered her great-grandmother had never tried to contact her during her lifetime.

Before she could deal with the churning emotions that arose, the phone rang.

“Hello?” It was her first call on the house phone. She knew no one in town, except her grumpy neighbor, and she sure didn’t expect him to be calling. He’d made that perfectly clear.

“Miss Parker? Julian Greene here, Sophie’s attorney.”

“Yes, Mr. Greene. I know I should have called for an appointment, but I’ve been busy.” 

She really did need to go see the man to get the estate cleared up. She could use some funds before long—if there were any. But from the condition of the house, she suspected money had been very tight for her great-grandmother.

He cleared his throat. “Actually, it is important that we meet fairly quickly. Something has come up that requires immediate attention.”

“Oh?”

“Sophie’s grandson has just shown up, claiming her estate.”

“Sophie’s grandson? My father?”

“That’s right. He claims he’s the rightful heir and plans to challenge the will.”

Gillian gripped the receiver tightly as the room seemed to spin. Slowly she leaned against the wall and sank to the floor.

“My father? My father’s in town?” She hadn’t seen the man since she was eight. “How can that be?”

Julian Greene cleared his throat. “Actually, he arrived this afternoon. He’s in my office now, and, er, is anxious to get things settled.”

“Tell her not to touch a thing.” A masculine voice came faintly across the line.

Gillian could scarcely breathe. Her father. The man who had run out on her mother and her, and who had never made any attempt to contact them since.

Who was now trying to take her inheritance!

“I thought you said Sophie had you write her will.”

“Ah, so she did. Several years ago, in fact. But your father claims he has a more recent will. It apparently supersedes the one I wrote for her.”

Oh, Lord, help me through this. Show me Your will, please.

Anger built. She felt as if her father had been in the wings, waiting to jump out and snatch the dream from her hand. How could he!

“I’ll be in tomorrow, Mr. Greene. We can hash it out then. But until it’s settled one way or another, I’m staying right here!” 

She surprised herself with her stand. But she also had no where else to go and wanted to remain, if only for a short time, in the house where her great-grandmother meant for her to stay.

She clutched the receiver to her chest, gripping it so tightly her fingers ached. She needed to stand to reach the phone base to hang up. But she couldn’t listen to another word. Pressing it against her shirt, she muffled the words that were ending her dream.

Then she took a deep breath. Lord, Thy will be done. Show me the path You have for me, she prayed silently. She knew so little about the man who had fathered her. Her mother had loved him, but he hadn’t stayed long enough for Gillian to know him. Always chasing after the quick buck, her mother had said. The fondness and regret in her tone had told Gillian she’d loved him in spite of his ways.

Taking another deep breath, Gillian tried to bring some order into the chaos of her thoughts. She went through the motions of baking the cookies, the happiness she’d experienced when making the dough evaporated with what had happened since she started. She probably wouldn’t be taking any cookies to Joe and Jenny. 

Now she wasn’t sure she wanted any herself.

Looking around the room, she didn’t see the scarred table or the faded linoleum. She saw instead the bright paint she’d planned to use, the sunny yellow that would brighten the kitchen walls and bring a warmth to the room, even on dreary, gray winter days. She’d planned to paint the dark cupboards white and replace serviceable knobs with fanciful ones. Grow herbs in the window, bake cookies that would fill the house with wonderful fragrances.

Only the room might not be hers to do with as she pleased anymore.

Could the house really belong to her father?

She could scarcely stand against the wave of bitter disappointment.

Moving slowly, she went into the living room and sank down on the corner chair. Gazing out of the window at the waning day, she opened her heart in prayer.
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Rocky Point Legacy: Chapter Three

 

 

Joe Kincaid glanced at the clock. Almost one in the morning. He stretched out on his bed, wishing things could go back the way they’d been two weeks ago—before Sophie had a stroke and fallen down those stairs. Before she’d died. 

Everything had been easier then. Jenny went to school and came home to do her homework. She didn’t complain she couldn’t do things the other girls in her class did or talk endlessly about a pretty neighbor. And he didn’t lie awake at night thinking about her.

 He’d been totally rude when he found Jenny at Gillian’s. He’d have to go apologize. He’d been frantic—not that how he’d felt was a reason for lashing out. But suddenly he’d seen what Pamela had yearned for in Gillian—pretty, from a fast-pace lifestyle. And he’d seen his daughter taken with her. Was that what rankled the most? That Gillian had such an easy way with her Jenny had already been captivated?

He’d apologize and maybe offer to take her to lunch or something to make up for his behavior. He’d have to explain, too.

He stared into the darkness trying to go over the things he needed to do the next day. It was Saturday, and he’d promised Jenny they’d do something special together. But his thoughts kept sliding toward the house next door. If he apologized early, maybe she could join them. Jenny would like that.

Her kitchen gleamed when he’d retrieved Jenny that afternoon. And had smelled delicious with cookies baking. In contrast, Gillian had looked a bit bedraggled. Her flame-colored hair had drawn his attention like a candle drew a moth. But the faded jeans and wrinkled top belied the flash and glamour. There’d been a smudge of something on the edge of her jaw and no makeup.

She’d offered to make cookies. Was that a first step in friendship? He wished she’d come to borrow something or waved and come to meet him when he’d seen her on her walks.

But maybe she was shy. A stranger in town who knew no one and who obviously came from a different background. 

The thought intrigued him. She looked too confident and pretty to be shy, but maybe.

Who was he trying to convince?

She hadn’t shown a hint of interest in him. And she’d had plenty of time to do so since she moved in. She could have pumped Jenny about his favorite foods, then brought over a hot dish. But she’d done nothing like that.

He rose from his bed and pulled on a pair of jeans. Sleep proved too elusive. He might as well get some paperwork done in the office. Sooner or later he’d be tired enough to crash no matter what.

He glanced out the window, paused
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