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  Part 1 - HOLD ME BACK


Even as a child, a blessing was never far away. I didn’t notice the things of God, but the Lord's hand was always there. The farthest back I can remember, I was on the stairs of a project apartment: on the top step, right on the edge. I was maybe 3 years old, but I remember looking down. My young self was alone, somehow not being watched. I didn’t understand the situation; I was only a baby. 
     In that moment, I felt a curiosity—of a new emotion. My soft, bare feet crept closer to the edge of the top step. If I cross that barrier, the Lord only knows what would happen. I leaned closer, but my balance remained. I continued to see how far I could go, not having the wisdom to know that once I lean too far, my life could change. 
     Every time I would lean forward, I felt a sense of freedom, like letting go. I felt this unknown, and truly I wanted to touch that feeling. I tried—I really tried. I leaned as far as I could. But something was stopping me; a grace was holding me back from falling. 
     The young me stood pondering, then my name was called. My adolescent focus was taken by the voice of my older brother. 
“David! Where you at?”
Thought 1
Game of Consequences
(A great game to play with the young ones.)
Note: We can not choose our consequences. We can ONLY CHOOSE our decisions. Consequences come in both good and bad. Find what consequences are in the decisions. Sometimes there are both good and bad, but there is always at least one.

Not studying


Not brushing teeth

Only eating candy 

Reading the Bible


Yelling at friends

Disobeying parents

Running away from home

Eating healthy

Working out

Telling lies

Watching TV or playing games all day

Being bad at school

Being good at school

Not looking both ways before you cross the street

Picking on people

Practice reading

Practice writing


Not learning how to count 









  
  Part 2 - WHAT IN THE WORLD?


As the mysterious man walked away, I kept my eyes on him the whole time. I watched as the brake lights of his car lit up as he stopped at the stop sign, and as the last bit of the smoke from his acceleration could be seen, I thought, “Was that a warning? Was he friend or foe? Who are they? Was he even human? Do angels and demons drive Range Rovers?” 
     My mind stayed on this encounter for so long. I meditated on it for weeks. I looked for this person to show back up, hoping I would run into him in town. Every time I drove, I kept a watchful eye out for the Range Rover he had been driving.
     The strange encounter pushed me to pray more. I began a routine of praying and reading the Bible. From that moment on, my Bible was never closed. I had thought I cherished my Bible before, but the way I clung to the Word of God after was definitely an understatement. 
     But my granny’s Bible started to wear, and once a page was torn, I knew that I had to stop carrying it and moving it around so much. Hence, the idea to go to the Dollar Tree and purchase a cheap Bible to be my carry-around version.

Thought 2
Having the Bible open is powerful, and to be seen with a Bible is a truly powerful statement. 

When people see you with a Bible, whether male or female, they view you differently. 

There is a certain kind of respect that comes with the Word of God.

The more time you spend reading and praying, the more your Bible seems to gain power. 


In the spirit the Bible shows power, because of the faith its owner has. 

In the spirit world, it is a weapon; it is seen as a sword.









  
  Part 3 - THE DOLLAR STORE


The Dollar Store was fairly empty when I pulled into the parking lot, but cars began pouring into the spaces as soon as I parked. Before I got out, I said a quick prayer, and as I ended my conversation with the kingdom of heaven, I touched the Bible. 
     When I stepped into the store, chatter and sounds of shopping could be heard. I made my way to the back of the store, to the aisle where the books were kept. I was relieved when my eyes spotted the Holy Bible. As I grabbed the Word, I thought, “This Bible is perfect to carry around.” It was small enough to fit in my back pocket. 
     I was the third person in  one person at the register, an old couple after them, and then me. I reached into my pocket, and made sure I had my keys and the money to pay. The older couple, a short African American couple, stood waiting in line just like I did. I remember looking up at the ceiling, then dropping my head and looking at the Bible.
     Then all of a sudden…
Thought 3
“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood” (Ephesians 6:12 NKJV). 

This Scripture and statement is so true.

Everything happens in the spirit first.

We are spirit beings trapped in a body of flesh. 

Because we are in the flesh, we tend to live off the senses of the flesh more than our spiritual senses. 

But the more you begin to seek God and the things of God, you begin to walk more in the spirit (Galatians 5:16–26).

Spiritual discernment is very important in these times. 

The music we listen to, the movies we watch, and even the people we are around may seem good or harmless, but EVERYTHING has a spirit behind it. 


If you have no spiritual sense or discernment, you are easily influenced. 


The spiritual world is more real than the physical. 


Spiritual things are happening all around; you just don’t notice it.









  
  Part 4 - A PROPHECY OF DARKNESS


Afeeling in my stomach took over—a twisting and turning of my gut that came out of nowhere. An uneasy sensation began to pour over the Dollar Store, and the physical reality around me began to melt away. It felt like the curtain of reality was being pulled down, exposing the true condition of the environment I stood in. I sensed death and bitterness all around me. The feeling of life was gone; the atmosphere was thick with pain and torment. I felt in my heart that death or chaos could break out at any moment. It was the most uneasy emotion I had ever experienced in my life. 
     “Hmmm. Nasty, nasty,” a voice spoke. 
     My eyes looked up. The old couple looked at me with a devilish expression. Shaking her head, the old woman spoke: “Just nasty. Tsk, tsk, tsk.” 
     (The sucking of her teeth made this sound.)
      The demon in the flesh reached towards the shelf where the gum and chocolate bars were, and grabbed a pack of David Sunflower Seeds. 
     “Tsk, tsk, tsk,” her teeth sounded off again. “Just nasty.” 
     At that moment an anger rose in me like no other, but I couldn’t move. I couldn’t speak. I couldn’t defend myself. 
     The evil within the man spoke, “Send another, but we will get him again.”  
     As they held the pack of sunflower seeds, they frowned upon it, and then the evil atmosphere began to wash away. Things slowly began to come back to normal. I began to regain power over my body and could move once again. When I finally felt like myself and my senses returned, I looked up to only catch the backs of the old demons leaving the store. 
       “Sir … sir … You still planning to buy that?” The cashier trying her best to keep the line moving snapped me back to reality.
     “Your total is $3.16, just like my favorite Scripture verse: John 3:16.” The cashier said with a smile.

Thought 4
A truth about life.

You have to make a choice.

God made no one perfect for this reason.

When you realize this life has nothing to do with how you look.

How you sound.

How tall you are.

How short you are.

How much money you have. 

Then you can start seeing life for what it is.

Life is about who has God and who is still connected to the kingdom of heaven.









  
  Part 5 - CAREER DAY


My dad spoke in great strategic plans. “Ok y’all, we got to finish two buildings today. We are going to do one, go to the water park like I promised, then hit the other building before we head home. Cool?” The four of us all saluted “Yes, sir” simultaneously. 
     Stevie, my older brother, was in charge of the trash barrels, making sure they got dumped in the correct dumpster this time. Tina, one of my older sisters,  and Jennifer, my sister’s best friend that lived across the street, were in charge of the bathrooms, making sure they mopped each one. I was in charge of vacuuming the offices, paying close attention not to miss the crumbs on the floor and under the desks. 
     My dad was one of the hardest working men I’ve ever known. I sometimes wondered how he went from being in the Army to becoming a janitor. But If you asked him, he was a business owner. He did own his own cleaning company and provided for our family by the cleaning contracts he obtained. The only workers he had were us, which he paid sometimes with a 20 dollar bill or trips to the movies. This time though was a rare trip to a water park! 
     My dad really tried, and if we had the mindset he had for the business, we could have taken over the cleaning industry. Sadly, our age and lack of experience of living an adult life kept our drive
Thought 5
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