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HELP US KEEP THIS GUIDE UP-TO-DATE


Every effort has been made by the authors and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published.

We would appreciate hearing from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up-to-date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the authors. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:

FalconGuides

Reader Response/Editorial Department

246 Goose Lane

Guilford, CT 06437

Thanks for your input!
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Hidden gems like pink lady’s slippers await hikers along Shenandoah’s trails.
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To the reader, this guidebook is intended as an introduction to the wildflowers found in Shenandoah National Park and is not intended as a complete botanical tome. Keeping botanical terms to a minimum, we have selected some of the most common and interesting wildflowers in the park. We hope that this guide helps open your eyes to the wonders of nature and, in doing so, will generate a spark of love for the plants and wildflowers that rely on us for their continued existence in important natural habitats such as Shenandoah. For further information on the park’s wildlife and plants such as trees and shrubs, consult the authors’ Nature Guide to Shenandoah National Park.
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Flowering dogwood and eastern redbud along Skyline Drive





PARTNERS WITH SHENANDOAH

Shenandoah National Park Association
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The Shenandoah National Park Association (SNPA) is a nonprofit organization whose sole purpose is to provide support to the interpretive and educational activities of Shenandoah National Park. Established in 1950, SNPA provides support through the sale of educational books, maps, DVDs, and other items on the human and natural history of the park. The profits from the sale of these items in the two visitor center park stores and through mail order are used to fund various programs and activities managed by the park’s Interpretive Division.

Membership in SNPA is open to the public and offers the opportunity to personally support the park as well as receive special discounts on purchases from association bookstores. SNPA has a large membership base that continues to support the activities of the association and the park. SNPA also schedules educational resource seminars throughout the year, enabling participants to gain in-depth information on the park’s natural wonders. Popular seminar subjects include trees, birds, wildflowers, butterflies, and mushrooms, as well as seminars on nature photography, fly fishing, and art. For more information about SNPA, to order items from their park stores, or to register for the seminars, visit snpbooks.org or call (540) 999-3582. If you plan a visit to Shenandoah National Park, remember to bring along this new wildflower guide!

Shenandoah National Park Trust

As the official philanthropic partner of the park, the Shenandoah National Park Trust raises funds that help protect wildlife and wild places, preserve historic structures, educate the next generation, support research, and provide extraordinary recreational experiences. snptrust.org

Potomac Appalachian Trail Club

The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club is a nonprofit volunteer organization and member club of the Appalachian Trail Conference. The PATC assumes responsibility for cooperative maintenance and visitor services along the Appalachian National Scenic Trail (AT) and many other foot trails and associated facilities in Shenandoah National Park (SHEN) and in Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. The PATC and Shenandoah National Park have been jointly involved in the stewardship of trails since the park’s establishment in 1936. patc.net/PATC/Home.aspx
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Large-flowered trillium is the logo for the Shenandoah National Park Association.






SHENANDOAH NATIONAL PARK: THE BASICS

History and Facts

Established: December 26, 1935

Visitors: 1,666,265 in 2020

Designations: Skyline Drive—National Scenic Byway

Natural Historic Landmarks: 2—Rapidan Camp; Skyline Drive National Historic Land-mark District

National Register of Historic Places: Corbin Cabin

National Scenic Trail: Appalachian Trail

State: Virginia

Time zone: Eastern Standard Time (EST)

Official park website: nps.gov/shen

Physical Features

Acreage: 197,438.76

Elevation: Lowest point, 535' near the north end; highest point, 4,051' at Hawksbill Mountain summit

Peaks above 3,000 feet: 69

Geologic bedrock: 3 primary types: granitic, siliciclastic, basaltic

Water resources: 90+ streams; drainage of Potomac, Rappahannock, and James Rivers; highest waterfall: Overall Run 93'; most visited waterfall: Dark Hollow Falls 70'

Wilderness: 79,579 acres

Average annual precipitation: 40"–60"

Temperature range (F): -10°F to 100°F; mean annual temperature near Luray, Virginia: 53.6°F (3–6 degrees cooler at higher elevations)

Plant species: 1,406 species of vascular plants, including 1,026 herb species, 55 ferns and club moss species, 139 shrub species, 132 tree species, 54 vine species

Native and non-native plant species: 1,046 native species, 360 non-native species, of which 41 are considered invasive


[image: frn_fig_011]


Big Meadows is a rare habitat in Virginia.



Rare plants: 62 state rare species, 8 globally rare species

Nonvascular plant species: 815 bryophytes (mosses, liverworts, hornworts), 476 fungus species, 359 lichen species

Plant communities: 30 native plant communities, 10 globally rare plant community types

Facilities

Entrance stations: 4—Front Royal (North) Entrance Station, milepost 0.6; Thornton Gap Entrance Station, milepost 31.5; Swift Run Gap Entrance Station, milepost 65.7; Rockfish Gap (South) Entrance Station, milepost 105.4

Visitor centers: 2—Dickey Ridge, milepost 4.6; Big Meadows, milepost 51.0

Paved roads: 236 miles, including 105 miles of Skyline Drive

Overlooks: 75

Trails: More than 516 miles of trails, including 101 miles of the Appalachian Trail

Campgrounds: 5—650 total sites: Mathews Arm (179 sites), milepost 22.2; Big Meadows (217 sites), milepost 51.2; Lewis Mountain (32 sites), milepost 57.5; Dundo Group Campground (3 sites), milepost 83.7; Loft Mountain (219 sites), milepost 79.5

Picnic areas: 7—Dickey Ridge, milepost 4.7; Elkwallow, milepost 24.1; Pinnacles, milepost 36.7; Big Meadows, milepost 51.2; Lewis Mountain, milepost 57.5; South River, milepost 62.8; Dundo, milepost 83.7

Lodging: 3—Skyland, mileposts 41.7 & 42.5; Big Meadows, milepost 51.2; Lewis Mountain, milepost 57.5

Food: 4—Elkwallow Wayside, milepost 24.0; Skyland, mileposts 41.7 & 42.5; Big Meadows Wayside, milepost 51.2; Big Meadows Lodge, milepost 51.2

Gas station: 1—Big Meadows Wayside, milepost 51.2

Backcountry cabins: 6—Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
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Meadow of oxeyes and Old Rag Mountain






INTRODUCTION

Discovering the world of wildflowers and their intricate beauty adds depth to the experiences we share with the natural world. From the stony peaks of Shenandoah’s Old Rag Mountain to rich cove forests and lush meadows of Big Meadows, more than 1,400 species of plants can be found in a diversity and uniqueness that typify the central Appalachian Mountains. More than 850 species of wildflowers have been identified in Shenandoah. Getting to know some of these natural beauties can add depth and richness to your outdoor experience.

Wildflowers of Shenandoah National Park is an easy-to-use field guide to help visitors identify more than 200 of the park’s most common wildflowers. Botanical terms have been kept to a minimum, and a color picture accompanies each flower description. This field guide is packed with interesting information about each flower, including natural history notes and ethnobotanical and other historical uses.

About Shenandoah National Park and Its Wildflowers

Shenandoah National Park

Shenandoah is a 105-mile-long national park located along the Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia only 75 miles west of Washington, DC. The fertile Shenandoah Valley lies to the west, and the low rolling foothills of Virginia’s Piedmont region to the east. Elevations range from 535 feet in the park’s north section to 4,051 feet at Hawksbill Mountain’s summit. Spanning the entire length of the park, the famous Skyline Drive begins at the northern entrance to the park in Front Royal and ends 105 miles later in Waynesboro. There the Skyline Drive ends and the road continues as the Blue Ridge Parkway—a 469-mile scenic highway that ends at Great Smoky Mountains National Park. A section of the Appalachian Mountain chain, the Blue Ridge is an ancient mountain range that stretches from Pennsylvania to Georgia. Every mile along the Skyline Drive is marked with a labeled cement milepost on the west side that is easily seen from the road. Seventy-five well-placed pullouts allow visitors ample opportunities to enjoy the scenic vistas.
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You can spot beauties like yellow lady’s slippers along Skyline Drive.



Four entrances into Shenandoah National Park divide the park into three sections. The north section begins at milepost 0.0 at Front Royal and ends at Thornton Gap, forming the division between the north and central sections. The central section continues to Swift Run Gap. The south section continues to milepost 105 at Rockfish Gap. At the average speed limit of 35 miles per hour, it takes about 3 hours to travel the entire length of the park on the Skyline Drive. It is always advisable to begin a visit with a stop at one of the park visitor centers. Dickey Ridge Visitor Center at mile 4.7 and Harry F. Byrd Sr. Visitor Center at milepost 51 (Big Meadows) offer information and maps of the park. The center of park visitor activities is the Big Meadows area, with restaurants, a lodge, a campground, and a camp store. Skyland facilities at milepost 41.7 include lodging, a restaurant, and a gift shop. Currently two wayside food stops offer sandwiches and basic supplies: Elkwallow Wayside at mile 24.1 and Big Meadows Wayside at mile 51.2. Four campgrounds offer campsites, some with RV sites: Mathews Arm at mile 22.1, Big Meadows at mile 51.2, Lewis Mountain at mile 57.5, and Loft Mountain at mile 79.5. Group campsites only are available at Dundo Group Campground at mile 83.7. Camping reservations may be made online at recreation.gov or by calling (877) 444-6777. Some campsites may be available on a first-come, first-served basis. Visitor services and facilities are typically available March through November. Be sure to check the park website (nps.gov/shen) for current opening and closing information. For general park information, call (540) 999-3500; for emergencies only, call (800) 732-0911. (Note: Cell phones do not work in many areas of the park.)

Mileposts of Common Destinations along Skyline Drive

Skyline Drive Mileposts

  0.0 North Entrance—off US 340 (Stonewall Jackson Highway) near Front Royal, Virginia; GPS: 38.905729 / -78.198624

  4.6 Dickey Ridge Visitor Center—bookstore, gifts, backcountry permits, exhibits, toilets, local/credit card/collect-only phone

  4.7 Dickey Ridge Picnic Grounds—picnic area, toilets

 22.2 Mathews Arm—campground

 24.0 Elkwallow Wayside—food, gifts, camping supplies, toilets, pay phone

 24.1 Elkwallow Picnic Grounds—picnic area, toilets

 31.5 Thornton Gap Entrance—off US 211 East (Lee Highway) near Luray, Virginia; GPS: 38.660959 / -78.320761

 31.6 Panorama—toilets

 36.7 Pinnacles Picnic Grounds—picnic area, toilets

 41.7 Skyland Resort—lodging, food, gifts, horseback riding, amphitheater; (800) 999-4714

 51.0 Big Meadows—Byrd Visitor Center, bookstore, gifts, backcountry permits, exhibits, toilets

 51.2 Big Meadows Wayside—food, gifts, camping supplies, gasoline

Big Meadows Campground—showers, laundry

Big Meadows Lodge—food, lodging, gifts; (800) 999-4714

Big Meadows Picnic Grounds—picnic area, amphitheater, toilets

Big Meadows—meadow trails, wildlife, plants

 57.5 Lewis Mountain Cabins and Campstore—lodging, camping supplies; (800) 999-4714


















Photography Tips


























OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_004a.png





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_006.jpg
Shenandoah National Park:
Central/South Sections

T
o

Charlottes

o)

0_Kilometers 5
—_—

Miles





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_007.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_004.jpg
GUIDES®





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_005.jpg
i
Shenandoah National Park: North/Central Sections "”"'Wﬂ,“"ﬂ,’,’,’gm

Franl Royal (North) B3/
Entrance Station .~






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_008.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003a.png
FALGON GUIDES

GUILEORD. CONNECTICUT





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_009.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_013.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_011.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
GUIDES®






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_012.jpg
v

L1





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_010.jpg





