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IS THERE NO ESCAPING THIS FIEND??


THE LSoH Contest!! You can win two BEAUTIFUL 8x10 color stills of Christopher Lee in DRACULA A.D. 72 by being the first to answer this question

You've noticed that LSoH is putlished by the Elmer Valo Appreciation Society. What and/or who is an Elmer Valo? Anyone can enter - except for David Soren who is too clever for his own good. Hint: “….PEANUTS AND POP-CORN AND CRACKERJACKS…..”



If you'll look around, you'll notice this isn't late Summer or Fall 1972, which was when I announced this issue would be ready. Let us just say that I'm sorry about that and I never intend to give a prepublication date again go far enough out on the limb and say that I think there will be a LSoH #3 sometime in 1973. But that is as far as I'll go, I should also say that the future of LSoH, even into a third issue, is still up in the air. You will note that this issue is quite late - and I had never intended it that way. But things just got out of hand. I am quick coming to the point where I may not have the time to continue with LSoH. I graduate at the end of the year - then who is to say where I'll be. What is definite is that LSoH CANNOT continue to be this large. You'll see that a little bit of reduced type is used(and that explains why the page numbering is a little screwed up). From now on, this will be how all of LSoH will be reproduced. It saves quite a bit on paper, and from there, saves on postage. But enough on that - I'll continue to collect materials for #3 and you'll be the first to know when it is available.

I hope it's obvious to you that the stills are almost all well-reproduced this issue. There were several last issue, especially in the Hammer section, that came out quite dark and illegible. And notice the new type face. I realized that a better look was needed and this Olympia typewriter is serving that need.

Many new faces this issue. Stephen Pickard is employed at the Pine-wood Studios in England and encountered LSoH while lunching one day with make-up ace, Roy Ashton. He is our first hand contact with all the major companies and his tribute to Bernard Robinson appears this issue. Jean-Claude Michel is a French fan of long standing and will keep us up to date on French, Spanish, German, and Italian films. Saki Hijiri is a professional musician in Japan and his father has been responsible for some of the poster art on the Godzilla films(he just reported that the son of the late Fiji Tsuburaya, a noted filmmaker himself, has died).

Well, I stated that DRACULA HAS RISEN FROM THE GRAVE is my favorite film in the genre. But it is far from my overall favorite film. BILLY BUDD stands out over all others. A power-i 1 film, that will leave you drained. Performances by Peter Ustinov, Terence Stamp, Robert Ryan, Ronald Lev/ s, and a bevy of excellent British character actors. The conclusion nearly had me in tears - such a film comas along very seldom. Do not miss it if it appears on TV near you.

In my plans for this Summer is a visit to the World SF Con in Toronto over Labor Day weekend. I feel things like that are an. excellent opportunity to meet other people who share your interests and perhaps you've been corresponding with for some time. LSoH will probably be sold at a table there along with Greg Shoemaker's JAPANESE FANTASY FILM JOURNAL. And perhaps, the 2nd Fantasy Film Con in LA over the Thanksgiving holiday. —AND NOW THE SCREAMING STARTS!: A very unusual film. It started as a Gothic romance, and wound up as a spellbinding horror film with constant action, lots of background music, and almost no dialogue. Our first real costume film(we don't count I,MONSTER, since the period was not so long ago), we mounted it lavishly, using splendid sets that existed at the studio the way Val Lewton once did at RKO. I think Lewton would have liked this one.

THE VAULT OF HORROR: Another five-story film from the pages of William M. Gaines' S.C. Comics, this one has everything: vampires, voodoo, a supernatural rope which strangles people, a man buried alive, corpses, graveyards, parts of bodies, a face covered with acid, disembodied hands, murders of various kinds, and lots of comedy. Won't be released until late Spring or Summer, but should do even better than TALES FROM THE CRYPT.

Let's discuss some of the policies of LSoH for a bit. One fan commented that he liked to know things about the people he corresponded with in letters - but did not like this personal, informal attitude in his film magazines. This is something I considered about LSoH. Would I take a completely serious tact like PHOTON or CF, or completely fannish like GORE CREATURES? In a sense, I hope I've taken a little bit from both. There is generally nothing very formal or structured about my editorials/ and there are the cartoons of Ralph of the Vampyres which denote a looser fannish attitude. But I feel we attack our articles such as the Amicus feature or the previews in a completely serious manner - no jokes generally and looking at things for their basic importance. There is no reason you can't have both - and that's what we shall strive for.

Another fan noted that LSoH shouldn't review “common” films like ASYLUM because everyone did, and just to stick with the more rare types. Consider though, that when we previewed ASYLUM, it was still TWO months before the film was to be released - and the materials came directly from Milton Subotsky at Amicus - It was months before ANY other publication published stills or info. That this reader happened to order LSoH several months after it came out, therefore making some of the previews not quite so timely, is certainly no reason to leave them out. They were rare when first published - just as the info on DRACULA IS DEAD AND WELL AND LIVING IN LONDON will be the first info&stills on this film - but it is bound to be previewed into the ground later on as with DRACULA A.D. 72. But you saw it here first.

Note my ad in a later section. I am a big fan of amateur fanzines in the film area and am always on the lookout for new titles. And I like to collect back issues and will pay top prices for them. I also have many stills from new films including the ones you see in this issue which I would be willing to trade. As a favor to me, I ask all readers to keep me up to date on new titles that may be appearing - it is both good for myself and the editors.

I am a little dismayed that there have been so few, if any, fanzines of late. They have literally disappeared. The idea of fandom, or film-fandom is a very tentative idea at best. Outside of the limited possibilities of personal letter writing, easily the best way of expressing views and discussing films is through related fan magazines. And when there are none, the comradship and mutual interests is lost. Let us hope things improve soon.

Well, let us close with that. Last editorial, I knocked some films. This time, let us praise: ASYLUM is the finest new horror film I've ever seen.
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DICK KLEMENSEN
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LETTERS
TO

LSoH

Dear Richard,

Thank you for your letter and for your LITTLE SHOPPE OF HORRORS. I have examined it with great interest, and feel flattered that you have devoted so much space to my own unworthy self. As a matter of fact, you seem to have more stills of the TALES FROM THE CRYPT than I have. It was a bit of a. rush, like most of the Amicus productions. Pretty intensive work they usually are. The present film, the Disney MIDNIGHT RALLY, has been a six-day effort, with very long hours.

Bill Pugmire sent me a long letter from Ireland, where he is trying to convert the nativès to Mormonism. I think he is on a pretty difficult job there!

So I will close now and wish you all the best.

Roy Ashton

England

Dear Richard,

At any rate, LITTLE SHOPPE OF HORRORS is a very welcome fanzine. The “Film Previews” offered a substantial amount of meterial on current Hammer productions that were accentuated with the British ads. These, alone, were worth the price of the zine. ASYLUM, DRACULA '72, and VAMPIRE CIRCUS sound too good to be true…we'll find out this Fall. Congratulations.

Gary Levinson's article on AIP was a mess of badly-written, amateurish, ploddying trash. Your zine is too good to suffer from such sophomoric prattle. Omission of the article would have contributed to more professional gratification.

“A Visit with Roy Ashton” was most interesting, but I wish the gentleman would have offered further elaboration on the visual demise of Harker in HORROR OF DRACULA. I was informed that this scene was removed only from the American prints. By, the way, what's going on between pages 12 and 13? The photos depict Ashton and an actor collaborating on something very promising(Ed. note: Ashton designing makeup during the first week of shooting on ASYLUM).

“Dracula, Legend of Reality” is warmed-over stuff that has already been covered in out-of-print editions of SUPERNATURAL, CHRIS LEE BULLETIN, etc.

Chris Fellner's CURSE OF FRANKENSTEIN article hardly touched the cerebral significance of Hammer carnage, the gratuitous effects that make poetry of technicolored blood, the surrealism in the color “red” especially improved in Fisher's erotic imagery, etc. But Fellner did do some research and this is always interesting.

Bill George

Baltimore, MD.

Dear Richard,

I was pleasantly shocked by the outstanding quality of the first issue of your new fantasy filmzine, LITTLE SHOPPE OF HORRORS. I sat down and read the magazine from cover to cover, craving every little piece, and it really had a lot of info to offer. The photos you employed were very enjoyable and scarce, and your offset, while not perfect, was basically clear and easy to read. Did you use such a messy and dark ribbon as your printing makes noticed, or did the printers just darken everything? A lighter ribbon might help you to solve your problems. Honestly, I have more problems with ribbons which are too dark than from ribbons which are too light (Gary publishes GORE CREATURES, an excellent filmzine).
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All I can say is this. Your zine provided me with endless hours of enjoyment and entertainment, and any fanzine which could do this is marvelous. I eagerly await your second issue, and I wish you all the luck in the world.

Gary Svehla

Baltimore, MD.

Dear Richard,

Your first issue was excellent. I like the way you tell all about yourself in the editorial. I think the editorial is an important part of a fanzine and I hope you will continue it with future issues.

The article on Hammer films was very enjoyable as were the reviews on many films not yet released by Hammer. In one of your fanzine reviews you say a fanzine is starting on a high level and should move up from there. This perfectly describes LSoH. It's one of the finest first issues I have ever seen. The very best of luck on future issues. It's good having another top quality filmzine around.

Ralph Costantino

Lorain, OHIO

Dear Richard,

Congratulations on your zine, LSoH. I received it in the mail yesterday and it is without a doubt the finest first issue of any zine I have ever seen. As the initial efforts of most zines are crude and sometimes very poor, LSoH is off to an exceptionally brilliant start. You're at the top now, where do you go from there?

The AIP article was beautifully covered and very informative, without wasting words on unimportant trivialities as is sometimes the case when similar areas are discussed.

[image: images]

I found the Roy Ashton interview quite enjoyable as I haven't read much about him in the past. Interviews like this often tend to be a little boring, but this one was handled particularly well.

To go on commenting about the various articles would only be a repitition of what I've said in the above paragraphs,. You have an extremely well done publication with interesting, well-researched, and well-written articles. What more can be said?

John Antosiewicz

Perth Amboy, NJ

Dear Dick,

Hope you don't mind this informal letter congratulating you on the first issue of LSoH. I have just finished rereading it(again) and I romain truly impressed.

Your features (all) were of top quality, and your way of presenting various reviews, news items, policies, etc. The re/pre-views of the latest Hammer films were very much appreciated. The checklist of Hammer films goes without saying as a very useful reference guide, and to my knowledge, completely accurate. The AIP article was also top notch(though I believe BUCKET OF BLOOD to be a good early Gorman, I think his best early effort was the thoroughly engaging satire, LITTLE SHOPE OF HORROR)as was the interview with Roy Ashton. My personal favorites, however, were the Hammer previews(probably the “headline” piece of the issue)and the very engrossing history of Hammer in “Hammer-Their World of Fantasy Films.”

Indeed the only flaw I could find in the issue was that a few of the photos&ads repros came out blurred (and yet 90% came out perfectly sharp) but this is undoubtably unavoidable.

One of the good points of your fine 'zine is the quality of your paper and type-print. I think it is wise to use such good quality material, though not going to the limits of slick class (PHOTON, CINEFANTASTIQUE)which adds a good deal, to a publisher's budget. Your printer did a great job…every letter in all featured articles was very clear.

On the basis of your first issue, I would definately say LITTLE SHOPPE OF HORRORS will have a bright future.

Charles W. Sauer

Chicago, ILL

Dear Dick,

I enjoyed LITTLE SHOPPE OF HORRORS very,very much - you have an excellent 'zine on your hands - well worth every penny of 75ȼ. “The World of Hammer Films” was very engrossing although I was dismayed that you gave no mention of Hammer's most famous music composer James Bernard. As you went on discussing Hammers' success and the men responsible, don't you think the musical score Of a film counts? I don't think any of Hammers' films would be anywhere near as good if it wasn't for Jimmy. His music has become a way of life in Hammer films. He has scored for all the really great Hammer films - CURSE OF FRANKENSTEIN, HORROR OF DRACULA,HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES, KISS OF THE VAMPIRE, etc.- and he has worked for Amicus too-TORTURE GARDEN! And who can forget his music for SHE - utterly beautiful! Jimmy is at work on another score for Hammer - FRANKENSTEIN AND THE MONSTER FROM HELL(previewed here in LSoH #2-Ed.)which is now in progress. So don't you think a word about this man would be in order. Jimmy is one of the most considerate, kind, and friendly men in this world - how could LSoH overlook him? (A mistake - and we are crushed by your words-Ed.).

Neil Leadbeater

Calgary, Alberta,CANADA

*****
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Because we are so cramped for space this issue, what with the great amount of material on Amicus&Film Previews, etc., I am forced to leave out many of the fine letters received. I can honestly say that I did not receive one really bad review of LSoH #1 - and I thank you all. Just to mention some of the people I must leave out: Warren Stein,Greg Shoemaker, Bob Martin, Mike Dobbs, Janet Kroenke,Mike Phillips, Viola Alice Sprenkle,Stew Cherman, Ed Learner, David Szurek, aid especially to Bill Pugmire(still over in Ireland)and his beautiful, detailed four page tribute. If left anyone out, be sure that I appreciated everything that was sent to me - and perhaps I can make up for it in the future.

Well, it is that time again - and the fanzines have really poured in. As is obvious to the reader, only those publications aimed at films are included in this listing. Since that is the topic of LSoH, it naturally follows that it is the general type to be of interest to our readers. Some have commented that I was too generous in my praise of PHOTON and GINEFAHTASTIQUE. It doesn't bother me particularly - if one overpraising review of these two fine magazines can convince a borderline reader to order, then I consider it worthwhile. As far as the prozine field goes, it is rumored that CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN has bitten the dust. Of course it is a real loss if true, but the quality has been fluctuating the last few issues as Cal Beck hasn't seemed sure what direction to take. FAMOUS MONSTERS OF FILMLAND continues as basically a reprint-zine, and the occasional “new” material is usually previews on films in release for quite some time. But it does introduce many young readers to the fantasy film world and to fandom - and for that we should be thankful. Forrest Ackerman deserves much better.
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REFERENCE GUIDE TO FANTASTIC FILMS: A-F. Walt Lee,Jr.,Box 66273, L.A.,Calif. 9ΟΟ66. Words fail me in describing this masterpiece. Walt Lee has devoted many, many years of his life collecting information on the many fantasy film that have been produced. And if you make any claim at all to being a film-fan, you cannot afford NOT to have this GEM. Pre-publication price was $22.50. After publication $28. $9.50 individually.

CINEMAGIC:#1. Don Dohler,Box 125, Perry Hall, MD. 21128. $1. The first issue is out - while directed toward the amateur filmmaker, it should be of interest to all. A profile of Ernest Farino (SPECIAL EFFECTS CREATED BY RAY HARRYHAUSEN), “Homemade Animation Models,” “Miniature Sets” and much more. Top quality in all respects.

BIZARRE:#1. Sam L. Irvin,Jr. 12 Horizon Hill, Asheville, North Car. 28804. $1. The reproduction is really fine - it is too bad that the written material isn't. Too short for the money, too much is standard press-book material. It is nice to look at but certainly doesn't read $1 worth. But the potential for improvement is so great that we can only hope for changes in #2.

THE JAPANESE FANTASY FILM JOURNAL: #9. Greg Shoemaker, 3235 Collingwood, Toledo, Ohio 426l0. 60ȼ. How JFFJ keeps improving is a wonder. The cover is beautifully composed, the interior is very nice. There is no central article this time, but a lot of small features ranging from ripping-reviews of GODZILLA'S REVENGE to a good feature on the SPACE GIANTS television show. #10 promises to have a major lead article. I cannot reccomend this magazine enough.

PHOTON: #22. Mark Frank, 801 Ave. “C”, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11218. $1. As usual, I'll just get this printed and Mark will have #23 ready, but such is life. No matter what anyone says, I can't praise PHOTON enough. A pro-fanzine it is. It is strange to see an issue that isn't 50% Ron Borst, but in a sense, it is a good that different writers get a chance. Paul Jensen's visit to Freddie Francis shooting on TALES FROM THE CRYPT was my favorite. David Allen's DRAMATIC PRINCIPLES IN STOP-MOTION was sort of a waste. We even get to read Ron Borst doing a hatchet job on a reader in the letter column. What fun!

SPECIAL EFFECTS CREATED BY RAY HARRYHAUSEN: #3. Ernest Farino,Jr., 3030 Ellen St., Irving, Tex. 75062. $1.50. They've gone to a cheaper grade of paper, but the quality of the magazine stays the same - excellent. Now, I hope they can get onto another film besides JASON AND THE ARGONAUTS. In #4 will be the second part of the Harryhausen&Charles Schneer interview.

EXTRAVAGANZA: #1. Dave Tribble,P.O. Box 90759, East Point, Ga. 30344. 35ȼ. A newspaper styled publication, it could be one of the tops of its type very soon. For oldtime fanzine readers, many of the articles can be remembered from Dave's CHAMBER OF HORRORS fanzine, but now that Dave works for 20th Century Fox - the future is unlimited. #1 features a thorough look at HOUSE OF WAX by Larry Richardson.

TWO WORLDS: #2. William J. McMichael, 4939 No. Pulaski Rd.,Chicago, 111. 60630. 50ȼ. Number one was sort of a dud, but #2 shows signs of what Bill can do. He still depends too much on reprinted articles, but as he says, most people haven't read them - and he is right. But there is much more satisfaction in printing new materials, which I'm sure he will do eventually. Kirk Alyn talks all about Superman and the serials if you like that kind of stuff - I don't.
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VARULVEN: #4. Joe Viglione, 39 Beverly Rd., Arlington, Mass. 02174. 50ȼ. A 107 page magazine of any type is certainly something to look up to - even if only in perseverence in typing. This is a good(although not great) zine that covers a vast amount of territory. I never thought I could get caught up in a music article, but Joe's FANTASY IN ROCK AND ROLL is fascinating. Have a lot of time on your hands if you want this one.

CINEFANTASTIQUE: #6. Free Clarke, 7470 Diversey, Elmwood Park, 111. 60635. $1. Number seven is overdue going by Fred's own schedule, but there is no reason to think it has folded. I think many people finds fault here because they are awed. A fantastic color cover from PLANET OF THE APES, and the most thorough coverage of the ape phenomena you've ever seen. Great articles on DRACULA A.D. '72 and SILENT RUNNING. This is a prozine for all practical purposes - not a fanzine - and I suppose should be treated as such.

L'INCROYABLE CINEMA: #5. Steve&Erwin Vertlieb, 1517 Brenner St.,Phila.,Pa. 19149. Great Britain's #1 filmzine is sensational. Three interviews:Ray Harryhausen, Peter















































ops/images/pg2.jpg
Gl vl e






ops/images/pg4.jpg





ops/images/pg3.jpg





ops/images/pg6.jpg
N ELCING 10
W

i\l\“ L\lﬂlS Lo BRCE, 5
ﬁ“\t 0ee0 ‘“\\I\\ (13





ops/images/pg5.jpg
NOW ontne BIG SCREEN
% P

~

- D0omwatCh 7z

N

Al





ops/images/pg8.jpg
oy
S‘I!n"n!





ops/images/pg7.jpg
HEL-CAR |





ops/xhtml/nav.xhtml


Contents



		Cover


		Title


		Copyright


		Table of Contents


		RALPH OF THE VAMPIRES Cartoons


		LETTERS TO LSoH


		FANZINE REVIEWS


		A TRIBUTE TO BERNARD ROBINSON


		AMICUS: TWO’S A COMPANY!


		Amicus - A BBC Special;


		Milton Subotsky Int.;


		Robert Bloch Int.;


		Freddie Francis Int.;


		The Men Behind Amicus;


		Filmography; (Supplement) Milton Subotsky looks at the films of Amicus.


		FILM PREVIEWS & REVIEWS


		CURRENT NEWS


		PAUL NASCHY INTERVIEW








ops/images/pg9.jpg





ops/images/pg2-1.jpg












ops/images/cover.jpg
Little SHOPPE
of HORRORS

AMICUS: "TWO'S A COMPANY"






