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For Sam




INTRODUCTION


This is a revolutionary suicide. It’s not a self-destructive suicide, so they’ll pay for this. They’ve brought this upon us and they’ll pay for that. I leave that destiny to them.

—Jim Jones “Death Tape” transcript from November 18, 1978



The grizzly photos of 913 departed souls at Jonestown are hard to erase from your memory—rows upon rows of dead men, women, and children splayed out face down in the mud, or their lifeless eyes gazing into the sky above the jungles of Guyana in South America, where Peoples Temple cult leader Jim Jones had promised them a truly equal society that they would build from the ground up. In reality, his followers had worked long and grueling hours in extreme heat clearing the thick terrain for the settlement. They subsisted on little more than rice and beans and were constantly subjected to Jones’s paranoia, delusions, and violence in the form of 24-hour sermons broadcast over loudspeakers that could be heard all throughout Jonestown; loyalty tests that encouraged members to inform on anyone who expressed a desire to leave; mock-suicide drills; and sexual abuse.

In November 1978, a delegation led by California Congressman Leo Ryan showed up to check on the welfare of Jonestown residents, many of whom had concerned family members back in the US who believed Jones was holding their mothers, brothers, and cousins against their will. The visit went smoothly at first, with a tour of the compound and evening entertainment performed for Ryan and his crew, but the following day, chaos ensued when Peoples Temple members told Ryan and his entourage that they wanted to defect and leave with him on the next flight out. Ryan and his group made it as far as a nearby airport before they were ambushed. Ryan and three other people died on the airstrip, while 10 others were wounded and waited nearly 24 hours before being rescued and receiving medical attention.

Back at Jonestown, Jones told his members that it was all over, that he’d had a prophecy that a man on Ryan’s plane would shoot the pilot in the head and the people of Jonestown would be blamed, their children tortured. There was no other choice, Jones said, but to end it all. Jones urged his followers to ingest a deadly combination of Flavor Aid and cyanide, and a fleet of armed guards ensured his wishes were carried out. Parents squirted the deadly poison down their children’s throats and watched them foam at the mouth; elderly residents were forcibly injected. Other people were shot, as well as the dogs and cats that lived in the commune, and within hours Jonestown became the largest mass suicide in modern history (though survivors claim it was murder, not suicide, that claimed all those lives).

Flash forward nearly 20 years to the iconic and chilling photos of the 39 members of Heaven’s Gate lying lifeless in bunk beds, shrouded in purple sheets, and wearing black Nike Decades and armbands reading “Heaven’s Gate Away Team.” The UFO cult members, many of whom worked as computer programmers and web developers, believed that the appearance of the Hale-Bopp comet near Earth was the opportunity they’d been waiting for to get transported to the next “human evolutionary level.” Under the leadership of Marshall Applewhite, the cult members drank vodka and ate a mix of applesauce or pudding cut with phenobarbital (an anti-seizure medication), and tied a plastic bag around each others’ heads to speed up the process.

Killing yourself so you can be united with aliens in outer space? Giving your own child cyanide to drink? No way, you’re likely thinking. I would never do that. It’s hard to imagine being swept up by Jones, Applewhite, or another charismatic cult leader to the point where you’d do anything they said and follow any order they gave, including murder or another bizarre criminal act. But these photos are proof that regular, everyday people have and continue to join cults, which often promote a very different message than the one they use to lure people to join.

Thousands of cults around the world are active today, and it’s estimated that between 2 and 5 million Americans have been involved in a cult at some point in their life. Certainly not all cults commit murder or force their members into mass suicide. And it’s true that only the most extreme, gruesome, and nefarious cults ever make it into the news. But many cults do share similar characteristics, such as an unwavering faith in an absolute leader and an intense devotion to an ideological cause, that lays the groundwork and possibility for criminal acts to take place—especially when the leader is backed into a corner, as Jones was with a congressman and news team infiltrating his utopian commune.

Looking back at the disturbing photos from Jonestown or grainy television footage of the Heaven’s Gate mansion, one might think these were bizarre acts of a far-off, low-resolution, bygone age. But we still live with the aftershocks of these cults today, in addition to new cult activity, and continue to be fascinated by every new twist and turn in these sagas. Here are just a few examples:


	When Charles Manson died on November 19, 2017, his body sat on ice in a top-secret location for four months as four men stepped forward to stake their claim to the maniacal mastermind’s body.

	The following spring, the Netflix documentary Wild Wild Country introduced viewers to the Indian spiritual leader Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh and the unthinkable actions of his followers to take over and maintain political control of the small town of Antelope, Oregon, in the 1980s, where they orchestrated a mass salmonella poisoning.

	Twenty-three years after the 1995 sarin chemical attack in the Tokyo subway that killed 13 people and sickened thousands of others, Japan executed 13 members of Aum Shinrikyo in two waves in July 2018. This doomsday cult, which recruited new members at prestigious universities, was led by Shoko Asahara, who believed that he was both Jesus Christ and the first enlightened person since the Buddha.

	The organization has since taught an estimated 16,000 people how to “raise human awareness, foster an ethical humanitarian civilization, and celebrate what it means to be human,” according to their website. The courses, which detractors allege use mind-control techniques, cost thousands of dollars to join. In the fall of 2017, several women told the New York Times reporter Barry Meier that NXIVM, had a secret inner group called DOS, where women were branded with a cauterizing instrument below their hip during initiation and blackmailed into becoming sex slaves. After the Times story, as well as a civilian investigation by a high-profile former member, NXIVM leader Keith Rainere was arrested along with others in the organization, including actress Allison Mack and Seagram liquor heiress Clare Bronfman. After a six-week trial in 2020, Rainere was convicted of charges that included racketeering, sex trafficking, conspiracy, forced labor, identity theft, sexual exploitation of a child, and possession of child pornography, and sentenced to 120 years in prison. Mack, who had shown remorse for recruiting and grooming new members, was sentenced to three years in prison in 2021; Bronfman, who has maintained that NXIVM changed the course of her life for the better, was sentenced to 81 months in prison in 2020 for identity theft and immigration fraud.



In Cults: A True Crime Collection, you’ll learn more about the biggest cult murders of the twentieth century, including Jonestown, Heaven’s Gate, and the Manson Family killings—which ended the so-called “Summer of Love” and spread fear through Los Angeles and beyond for the senseless and brutal acts. You’ll also learn about lesser-known but equally horrifying cults, including a Canadian commune where a cult leader who went by the moniker “Moses” performed horrific medical procedures on his many wives and other followers, a teenage vampire who bludgeoned a Florida couple to death, an elite cult modeled after the Knights Templar that encouraged hundreds of their followers to commit ritual suicide, and a small family cult in Mexico that sacrificed two boys and an older woman to “Saint Death” in this millennium.

Along the way, you’ll learn more about the psychology behind cult figureheads, learn about what kinds of people are most susceptible to cult indoctrination, find out the difference between a cult and a legitimate religious offshoot, and discover the similarities among these charismatic leaders who can control or convince their followers to do just about anything (even murder).




CHAPTER 1 WHAT IS A CULT?

Cults are defined as groups of people who have joined together for an ideological cause, such as religion, politics, science fiction, or self-improvement, and are under the total control of a charismatic leader to whom they are completely devoted. Cult beliefs are all-consuming, and cults usually isolate themselves, shunning the outside world to prevent conflicting viewpoints, including from the news and media, to permeate the tight-knit group. The cult leader, who can be alive or dead, is always right, has important information that only they know (such as the day the world will end or biblical secrets), and cannot be questioned by his or her followers.

You don’t look for cults; cults look for you. And people don’t knowingly join cults, but instead join religious, political, or self-improvement organizations with a mission that resonates with them. Cults have specific tactics for recruiting new members, and people who are lonely, vulnerable, or going through major life changes are often targeted. Some reported tactics include sending cult members to university registrar offices to befriend someone who has dropped a class or to stake out potential new members leaving school counseling centers. Another way that cults recruit is through legitimate businesses. An apocalyptic Christian cult called the Twelve Tribes, which has been accused of child abuse and anti-Semitism, runs cafes all over the world that, according to a Vice headline, serves food that is “so good you forget it’s run by a cult.” Church functions, yoga, and meditation classes are also prime locations for recruiters to pounce on people who appear lonely and vulnerable. Once an initial contact is made, cults often shower a potential recruit with love, friendship, and acceptance to make their group appealing and to start the process of brainwashing or other forms of psychological control.

Dr. Janja Lalich, professor emerita of sociology at California State University, Chico, and a former member of a now-defunct cult called the Democratic Workers Party, says that even in today’s digital age, cults continue to rely on personal contact to seal the deal, and an estimated two-thirds of cult members are introduced to the organization through a family member.

Once a potential member has been identified, a swift indoctrination process starts, which can include long meetings with the group, sleep deprivation, isolation, and control of daily activities. These tactics, many of which are brainwashing or mind-control tools, chip away at an individual’s critical thinking skills to the point where group-think moves into the forefront of one’s thoughts.

Ian Haworth, director of the United Kingdom’s Cult Information Centre, has said that his introduction to PSI Mind Development Institute happened when he was approached in Toronto and asked to fill out a survey. PSI was a large group-awareness training program that promised to teach him how to excel at personal and professional relationships through better communication, confidence, as well as increased creativity and productivity. Haworth’s introduction to the group quickly led to him taking a four-day course on quitting smoking, after which Haworth resigned from his well-paying business job and gave all his money to the organization.

A common misperception is that only unintelligent and easily impressionable people can be stupid enough to be swept up by a cult. In The Changing Face of Terrorism, scholar Benjamin Cole explains that the opposite is usually true. “Healthy minds that are intellectually alert and inquisitive, and perhaps idealistic, are in fact the easiest to recruit and control,” Cole writes. Haworth has echoed this, calling the idea that “troubled people” join a cult an “eternal myth.” It is the “strong-willed, strong-minded person” who is quickly broken down, Haworth said in a Vice interview.

Dr. Margaret Singer, the late preeminent cult researcher/scholar who began her career studying brainwashing of Korean War prisoners, has said that many recruits are “normal” people who may be lonely and searching for answers. Before she died in 2003, Singer served as an expert witness in many court cases, including the trial of kidnapped media heiress turned guerrilla fighter Patty Hearst, and personally interviewed more than 4,000 cult members.

“Most of them don’t recruit in the poor end of town, because people in the poor end are street smart and know when someone’s out to steal their lunch money,” Singer told SF Gate in 2002. A significant exception is Jim Jones’s Peoples Temple, which actively recruited in black churches and in the inner cities with promises of an equal society (with Jones eventually taking entire social security checks and other assets).

Cult researcher Steven Hassan, a mental health counselor and former “Moonie”—a follower of cult leader Reverend Sun Myung Moon, who taught his followers that he had been chosen as Jesus’s successor and was known for performing mass weddings—has said that vulnerable people not familiar with cult tactics (those who aren’t good consumers) are at-risk for cult indoctrination. Much like the misperception that unintelligent people fall prey to cults, the idea that only college-age students join cults is a myth as well. Lalich, who runs the Cult Research and Information Center in addition to pursuing her academic work, has said that she gets more calls from concerned spouses or children worried about their parents, and that people in their thirties and forties with money to contribute to a cult are more desirable for recruiters than a free-spirited dropout.

“I think a lot of the groups have gotten more savvy in the sense of creating front groups and having that as a way people can either recruit or donate money. People might be donating money to something that sounds really wonderful… but it’s going to a cult in the background,” Lalich said of cults becoming more sophisticated over time.

Lalich has written that cults haven’t disappeared off the face of the earth, but are “thriving,” with many cults having “matured” and “claim[ing] to have discontinued some of their more questionable behaviors.” In recent years, cults have latched on to preexisting cultural ideologies, such as preserving gun ownership in America, that have a wider appeal in mainstream society than the apocalyptic messages that were so prevalent in past cults.


WHAT MAKES A CULT LEADER?

To gain followers, cult leaders need to have enough clout and persuasion to convince members to leave their old lives behind and join their cause. In Cults in Our Midst, Singer and Lalich identify the three characteristics of cult leaders:


	Cult leaders are self-appointed, persuasive persons who claim to have a special mission in life or to have special knowledge.

	Cult leaders tend to be determined and domineering, and are often described as charismatic.

	Cult leaders center veneration on themselves.



On the surface, cult leaders express a goal of living in a better world—think of Jim Jones’s utopian society (more on this on page 50)—but these figures are in actuality driven by a desire for money, sex, power, or a combination of those three things. Cult leaders tend to be men, though not always. Women leaders, such as Bonnie Lu Nettles who cofounded Heaven’s Gate, and Lois Roden, who groomed David Koresh to lead the Branch Davidians, have enjoyed a good deal of success at the helm.

Singer and Lalich also maintain that every time there is a great change in society, cult leaders will be waiting in the wings to prey on the vulnerable and find new recruits. In Cults in Our Midst, they explain that the major societal changes in the United States in the 1960s—the Vietnam War and counterculture attitude and protests—provided a ripe breeding ground for spiritual cults with roots in the East. In the 1970s, cult trends turned toward Christianity, psychology, and politics for “mind-expanding experiences”; in the 1980s, due to an economic downtick, cults centering around financial prosperity cropped up. Modern cults, not surprisingly given the NXIVM news, often center around self-improvement.

In an interview for this book, Lalich said that business improvement and leadership seminars are “so embedded in our society” that many people often don’t know that Large Group Awareness Trainings (LGAT) might have cult ties. Lalich said she worked on a cult case where an entire company had sent their employees to LGAT trainings.

“Then they kind of turned their whole business into a model of the training program by using the same languages, techniques, ostracizing people, and having very emotional sharing in the workplace, which is inappropriate,” Lalich said.



TURNING DESTRUCTIVE

In this book, you’ll learn more about destructive cults that have different kinds of allegiances, including to Christianity and Eastern religions, as well as with spiritual, racial, and occult ties.

If and when a cult turns toward destruction often depends on the moral compass and aspirations of the cult leader. Lalich has explained that the possibility of destruction is possible when you have an isolated group with a powerful leader. If that leader has any kind of destructive or self-destructive tendencies and is backed into a corner, then destructive acts such as suicides can take place.

According to psychologist Robert Jay Lifton, apocalyptic impulses are actually a part of human nature. “Individual death, when associated with the death and rebirth of the world, can take on special significance and high nobility,” Lifton writes, and participating in an “apocalyptic project” offers cult members an opportunity to be part of something larger and eternal.

Steven Hassan has described the “incredible pressure” for members of Peoples Temple, Order of the Solar Temple, and Heaven’s Gate to commit mass suicide. “Once they [Heaven’s Gate] made those videos and said goodbye to everybody on TV, what were they going to do? Stand up and say ‘oh guess what gang, I don’t want to do it?’ ”



CULT VS. SECT

There has been some debate as to whether all new religions start out as cults. The Oxford English Dictionary defines a cult as a “system of religious veneration and devotion directed toward a particular figure or object.” A secondary definition calls a cult a “relatively small group of people having religious beliefs or practices regarded by others as strange or as imposing excessive control over members.” A sect, however, is defined as a “group of people with somewhat different religious beliefs (typically regarded as heretical) from those of a larger group to which they belong.”

Offshoots of mainstream religious movements—even the Catholic Church—might be called a “cult.” The world “cult” took on a more pejorative meaning in the 1970s when it was applied to groups such as the Manson Family or the Children of God, a cult that followed founder David Berg’s interpretations of Christianity and in the past promoted sex between adults and children. Dr. Lalich differentiates the two in “Sect or Cult: What’s Going Down in Texas?”, saying that “in a healthy or legitimate religion or sect, you are presumably worshipping a higher principle or some higher authority… whereas in a cult people tend to end up worshipping that living human leader.”

In Chapter 10, we’ll explore a saint’s cult called Santa Muerte, which blends Catholicism and indigenous Mexican religious beliefs, that has rapidly grown to an estimated 12 million members in 15 years.



LEGAL PROTECTION FOR CULTS

In the United States, many cults are registered religious organizations, some receiving nonprofit charity status, and enjoy freedom of religion under the First Amendment. Because of this distinction, it is hard for courts to take legal action against questionable groups if they are not committing crimes.

In Chapter 6, you’ll learn how the French legislature responded to a ritual killing by a group called the Solar Temple, and the laws they introduced to closely monitor cults that are active in their country.

The US did, however, see several lawsuits related to “deprogramming,” a tactic that emerged from the US cult hysteria. Concerned family members hired a deprogrammer to essentially abduct the alleged cult member and hold them indefinitely until their family could convince them to return home. The “father of deprogramming” is a California man named Ted Patrick who made the controversial practice his profession after his son was swept up in the Children of God. Patrick had no formal training as a mental health expert and was sued and jailed multiple times on kidnapping charges. Due to the legal pressures, many “experts” stopped practicing deprogramming in the 1990s.





CHAPTER 2 CHARLES MANSON AND THE MANSON FAMILY

“Evil Dead,” “Burn in Hell.” These tabloid newspaper headlines did not mince words when they announced the death of Charles Manson in November 2017.

Manson was a real-life boogeyman, sentenced to life in prison after convincing several of his LSD-fueled followers to tie up and brutally murder nine strangers in 1969. The victims, who included actress Sharon Tate, a coffee heiress, and small business owners, were repeatedly stabbed to death, and Manson’s followers, called the Manson Family, wrote cryptic messages such as “Pig” and “Helter Skelter” with their victims’ blood.

Perhaps even more shocking than the fact that a small, crazy-eyed man was able to convince multiple men and women to kill for him was who did the killing. They were young “flower children” in their very early twenties who had traveled to California in search of love and finding a new way of being in the world.

The Manson murders, which terrified Los Angeles long after the Manson Family was caught, marked the first known modern instance of destructive cult murders in the United States. Manson provided a dark end to this revolutionary era of assassinations, fights for civil rights, anti-Vietnam war fervor, and a rebellion against conservative values.

“Many people I know in Los Angeles believe that the sixties ended abruptly on August 9, 1969,” wrote native Californian, journalist, and novelist Joan Didion. Her sentiment was echoed by Manson trial prosecutor Vincent Bugliosi. Bugliosi has said the reason Manson captivated the word wasn’t the “extreme brutality” of the crimes or the celebrity victims, but “the fact that they are the most bizarre murders in the recorded annals of American crime,” complete with Bible quotes, Beatles lyrics written in blood, and kids-next-door for killers. “If they had been written as fiction no one would have read it,” Bugliosi told the Guardian on the fortieth anniversary of the slayings.


EARLY LIFE

Charles Milles Manson was born on November 12, 1934, in Cincinnati, Ohio, to a 16-year-old unmarried mother named Kathleen Maddox. Manson’s birth certificate listed him as “No Name Maddox” due to no father being named on the document. Manson claimed he only met his father, a local mill worker, twice. Maddox married William Eugene Manson, who worked at a local dry cleaner, a few months before Charles was born. They divorced three years later.

Manson’s childhood was defined by his absent mother and his longing to be taken care of by her. Manson maintains that he was first deserted by his mother for a pitcher of beer.

“Mom was in a cafe one afternoon with me on her lap,” Manson and ex-con coauthor Nuel Emmons wrote in Manson in His Own Words. “The waitress, a would-be mother without a child of her own, jokingly told my mom she’d buy me from her. Mom replied, ‘A pitcher of beer and he’s yours.’ ” Manson’s mother downed the pitcher and left her son behind. “Several days later my uncle had to search the town for the waitress and take me home.”

Manson’s mother made a more permanent disappearance around the time he was six, when she was sent to prison for a robbery she had committed with her brother. Manson spent his childhood with relatives in West Virginia, the closest location to the federal penitentiary at Moundsville, where Maddox was serving her five-year sentence.

According to The Life and Times of Charles Manson, the future cult leader was small—closer in size to a toddler than the five-year-olds in his class. From a very young age, he lied, acted out, and insisted on being the center of attention. The first offense that put Manson on the path to becoming a career criminal, according to Manson, started when he was just seven. It was shortly after Christmas, and neighborhood kids were showing off all the presents they had received. Charlie had only gotten one gift that year: a Superman hairbrush that his grandmother told him would make him fly if he brushed his hair with it. Manson said that one day, he rounded up all the neighborhood kids’ toys and took them back to his house, where he built a fire and destroyed them.

“Even now, I’m not sure if I just resented being laughed at,” Manson recalled in Manson in His Own Words. “The kids were mad—some cried, others threatened me, and their parents called the sheriff. And though I wasn’t taken to the jail, it was my first encounter with the police.”

Manson was briefly reunited with his mother after she was released from federal prison. Manson was a handful—and so was Maddox. Manson’s mother landed a job as a grocery store clerk out of prison. She spent her free time drinking and running around with men (sometimes skipping town with them). Manson showed up at her work, hustling customers for pennies to buy candy. In an attempt to get on the straight and narrow, Maddox joined Alcoholics Anonymous and married a man she met at a meeting.

Before the time he was a teenager, Manson was breaking into stores and emptying the cash registers, and stealing guns from family members. He was sent to jail for the first time when he was 12 years old. Manson spent his teenage years in reform schools and juvenile delinquent halls, including the Gibault Home for Boys in Terre Haute, Indiana; Boys Town in Omaha; the Indiana School for Boys; and the National Training School for Boys in Washington, D.C., after Maddox petitioned for her uncontrollable son to become a ward of the state. During his time in these institutions, from which he occasionally tried to escape, Manson claimed that he was physically and sexually abused, witnessed rapes, and was raped himself.

In a paper published by the International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology, researchers Andrew J. Atchison and Kathleen M. Heide apply several sociological theories to Manson, his followers, and Manson’s childhood and subsequent rise to master manipulator. One of these is labeling theory, the idea that after a primary deviance occurs, an individual embraces the label given to them by society. “Defined as bad, they come to see themselves as bad,” Atchison and Heide write. “Consistent with a self-fulfilling prophecy, these individuals then embrace this deviant label by committing more criminal acts, and they become locked into their deviant roles.”

Manson was called “trouble” after rounding up toys from the neighborhood and setting them on fire, and a “ringleader” after orchestrating an escape of about 35 other boys who lived in the Indianapolis City Juvenile Home. If society said Charlie was bad, that’s what they were going to get—a sentiment that Manson echoed in Manson in His Own Words: “If you keep pushing something off on a person, pretty soon that person stops fighting the reputation and becomes everything he is accused of being.”

The authors also attribute Manson’s criminal escalation to social learning theory, the idea that criminal behavior is learned from others. Manson had plenty of examples as he was shuffled to reform schools across the country. Manson also learned not to trust authority figures early on, since school administrators turned a blind eye to sexual assault and were mentally and physically abusive themselves.

Manson was imprisoned on various offenses committed during his reform school stays, including driving a stolen car across state lines in 1954. In early 1955, when Manson was 20, he met and fell in love with a teenager named Rosalie Jean Willis. They settled down in West Virginia, and Rosalie became pregnant. In order to make ends meet, Manson again turned to his talent for stealing and transporting cars. A boosted Mercury took Manson and his wife all the way to Los Angeles, where he planned to reconnect with his mother. Manson reported that he was having the time of his life on the West Coast but held on to the stolen car as if his name was on the registration. It wasn’t, and a serious of court twists and turns connected Manson with several car thefts. He and Rosalie fled to Indiana, where Charles Manson Jr. was born. Manson was taken into custody four days later and extradited back to California the next month. Manson, 21 at this point, had aged out of reform school and was ordered to serve three years at Terminal Island Federal Correctional Institution, a low-security federal prison in the Los Angeles Harbor.

Manson slipped back into life behind bars. Rosalie visited for a year or so, then ran off with a trucker. Manson had a taste of freedom, during which he married a second woman named Leona “Candy” Stevens, but eventually violated his parole with a series of soliciting prostitution charges and by trying to cash a fake check. Manson served a portion of his sentence at the McNeil Island federal penitentiary in Washington State, passing the 10 years by learning guitar from Alvin “Creepy” Karpis, reading books on science fiction and Eastern religions, and dabbling in Scientology. In anticipation of his release, Manson was transferred back to Terminal Island in Los Angeles in the summer of 1966, and the following summer, when he was 32 years old, Manson walked out of prison. As the story goes, he asked the guards to stay. Prison was his home, he said. He didn’t have anywhere else to go.



THE GARDENER OF HAIGHT-ASHBURY

Just because he didn’t have a family to go home to didn’t mean that Manson couldn’t create one of his own.

Manson found a very different world waiting for him when he got off Terminal Island in 1967. It had been five years since the US upped their presence in Vietnam and two years after the start of Operation Rolling Thunder—a nearly four-year bombing campaign in North Vietnam aimed at getting the North Vietnamese to withdraw their support for the Viet Cong (the opposite happened, as the bombs killed some 182,000 civilians). The military exercise was killing hundreds of US pilots, too, and leaders, including Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., had announced their opposition to the increasingly unpopular war. Teach-ins were organized, and protesters marched to call attention to what they saw as senseless killings. The Civil Rights Movement was well underway and two years earlier, riots in the Watts neighborhood of Los Angeles, protesting police brutality against minorities, had led to 34 deaths.

The summer of Manson’s release, young people from all corners of the United States descended on San Francisco, enticed by sex, drugs, rock ’n’ roll, and the counterculture idea that there were other




















FROM FREE LOVE TO IN COLD BLOOD
























THE BODY COUNT RISES













THE FAMILY BEHIND BARS
















PRISON IS MY HOME























Text copyright © 2018, 2024 Wendy Joan Biddlecombe Agsar. Design and concept copyright © 2018, 2024 Ulysses Press and its licensors. All rights reserved. Any unauthorized duplication in whole or in part or dissemination of this edition by any means (including but not limited to photocopying, electronic devices, digital versions, and the internet) will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

Published by:

ULYSSES PRESS

PO Box 3440

Berkeley, CA 94703

www.ulyssespress.com

ISBN: 978-1-64604-620-1

ISBN: 978-1-64604-639-3 (eBook)

Library of Congress Control Number: 2023947755

Project editor: Paulina Maurovich

Proofreader: Yi-Yi Huang

Production: Winnie Liu, Yesenia Garcia-Lopez


e9781646046393/xhtml/nav.xhtml


Contents



		Cover


		Title Page


		Dedication


		Introduction


		Chapter 1: What Is a Cult?


		Chapter 2: Charles Manson and the Manson Family


		Chapter 3: Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple of the Disciples of Christ


		Chapter 4: Roch Thériault and His Ant Hill Kids


		Chapter 5: David Koresh and the Branch Davidians


		Chapter 6: Order of the Solar Temple


		Chapter 7: Aum Shinrikyo


		Chapter 8: Rod Ferrell’s Vampire Clan


		Chapter 9: Heaven’s Gate


		Chapter 10: Silvia Meraz Moreno’s Santa Muerte Cult


		Conclusion


		Acknowledgments


		About the Author


		Select Bibliography


		Coyright







Guide



		Cover


		Start of Content


		Title Page


		Copyright


		Dedication


		Introduction


		Start of Content


		Select Bibliography


		Acknowledgments


		About the Author








		1


		3


		6


		7


		8


		9


		10


		11


		12


		13


		14


		15


		16


		17


		18


		19


		20


		21


		22


		23


		24


		25


		26


		27


		28


		29


		30


		31


		32


		33


		34


		35


		36


		37


		38


		39


		40


		41


		42


		43


		44


		45


		46


		47


		48


		49


		50


		51


		52


		53


		54


		55


		56


		57


		58


		59


		60


		61


		62


		63


		64


		65


		66


		67


		68


		69


		70


		71


		72


		73


		74


		75


		76


		77


		78


		79


		80


		81


		82


		83


		84


		85


		86


		87


		88


		89


		90


		91


		92


		93


		94


		95


		96


		97


		98


		99


		100


		101


		102


		103


		104


		105


		106


		107


		108


		109


		110


		111


		112


		113


		114


		115


		116


		117


		118


		119


		120


		121


		122


		123


		124


		125


		126


		127


		128


		129


		130


		131


		132


		133


		134


		135


		136


		137


		138


		139


		140


		141


		142


		143


		144


		145


		146


		147


		148


		149


		150


		151


		152


		153


		154


		155


		156


		157


		158


		159


		160


		161


		162


		163


		164


		165


		166


		167


		168


		169


		170


		171


		172


		173


		174


		175


		176


		177


		178


		179


		180


		181


		182


		183


		184


		185


		186


		187


		188


		189


		190


		191


		192


		193


		194


		195


		196


		197


		198


		199


		200


		201


		202


		203


		204


		205


		206


		207


		208


		209


		210


		211


		212


		213


		214


		215


		216


		217


		218


		219


		220


		221


		222


		223


		224


		225


		226


		227


		228


		229


		230








e9781646046393/images/9781646046393.jpg
A TRUE CRIME COLLECTION

THE SHOCKING TRUE STORIES OF
HEAVEN'S GATE, THE MANSON FAMILY,
JIM JONES, THE BRANCH DAVIDIANS,
AND MORE DEATHLY CASES

WENDY BIDDLECOMBE AGSAR

Previously published as Cults That Kill





e9781646046393/images/title.jpg
CULTS

A TRUE CRIME COLLECTION

THE SHOCKING TRUE STORIES OF
HEAVEN'S GATE, THE MANSON FAMILY,
JIM JONES, THE BRANCH DAVIDIANS,
AND MORE DEATHLY CASES

WENDY BIDDLECOMBE AGSAR

Previously published as Cults That Kill





