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Dear readers,

Welcome to "We Were Never Five!" I'm so excited to share this story with you. It's all about high school life, filled with friendships, love, and the ups and downs that come with it.

In our story, you'll meet a bunch of friends. Like in real life, some are good, and some not so much. Some folks change for the better, but others, not so easily. It's a mix of clean-hearted and not-so-clean-hearted characters.

This tale is all about the true meaning of friendship. You'll experience the sweet moments of friendship and love, along with some emotional, funny, and even heartbroken times. It's a collection of memories packed with life lessons.

As you read, you'll see how our characters deal with different situations. It's a story full of emotions, humour, and the warmth of friendship and love.

I hope you enjoy the journey!

Warm regards,

Nibedita Sahu

While every precaution has been taken in the 

preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no 

responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages 

resulting from the use of the information contained 

herein.
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Nibedita Sahu, the dedicated author behind "We Were Never Five," possesses a keen narrative prowess that delves into the intricacies of human relationships with finesse. With a passion for storytelling, Nibedita unfolds a compelling narrative set against the backdrop of high school life, artfully exploring the nuances of friendship, love, and the myriad emotions that accompany adolescence

Demonstrating a remarkable ability to craft authentic characters, Nibedita invites readers into a world where the journey of self-discovery unfolds through laughter, tears, and the unpredictable nature of life. "We Were Never Five" is more than a literary work; it is a testament to Nibedita's dedication to infusing depth, emotion, and timeless lessons into her storytelling.

As an author, Nibedita aims to connect with readers on a profound level, offering a narrative that not only entertains but also resonates with the shared human experience. Join Nibedita on this literary voyage, where each word is meticulously chosen to paint a vivid portrait of life's intricate tapestry.
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Nibedita Sahu

One day a little baby girl was born in a family, named Nita. When she was little, she was very happy. Because everyone was taking care of her so much in her family. As time passed, she also started growing and going to school, she started studying. She was good at studies. She was not a topper, but she was not a loser too. She was never thinking to become a topper, or how can she secure more marks in exams than other students; but she was always thinking that how can she utilise her knowledge whatever she is studying from books or anything else. She was a curious person, and whatever was happening to her or in her surroundings, she was just observing them and thinking about those things. She was a smart girl. And, when she went to school. She was giving respect to everyone and because of her this lovely nature people were giving respect and loving her. Time passed like this and everything was going well.

Nita was very happy with her family. She was playing, fighting, having fun with her brothers, as she had three brothers. In her family, she had one brother of her own and two more brothers are the son of Nita’s dad’s elder brother. But she never thinks that her own brother is different from her two other brothers. They were very happy all together. They were having fun with each other. But Nita and her brother were always fighting. Sometimes they were fighting like they will create the next world war. Her parents always try to stop them, but they never listen to anyone. After all siblings can’t stop fighting, and age doesn’t even matter in case of siblings. 

Time passed like this. Nita now shifted to a new standard and she went to High School. So, she is now 8th standard student. She is growing up. Then Nita started going to a new school and there also she was focusing on studies as she was before. Nita is a different type of girl, she doesn’t actually like to get success only by working hard everywhere, but she believes in working smart more than doing work hard all the time! 

There are two methods to achieve success in life such as: 

1) Hard work 

2) Smart work

Which is better actually? Let’s discuss a little about it before proceeding with the next moments of Nita’s life.

Let’s understand these two by some examples.

If someone will try to study a whole book and thinks to study continuously 10 to 18 hours, then he/she will do hard work here. But, in another way, he/she will study the same book, in a different way like he/she will split the time like for each chapter he/she will give 30 to 45 minutes, but after each chapter there will be a break of 10 to 20 minutes, then he/she will do smart work. So, the difference I think you got now, and will apply 2nd method, which is Smart work!

Actually, Nita doesn’t just try to study continuously 10 to 18 hours, doesn’t mean one can secure good marks in exam without studying anything. One more thing is to secure good marks and to gain knowledge are totally different from each other. So, never try to think that when someone is securing 90 marks out of 100 is always better than the one securing 60 marks out of 100. Marks can’t say about knowledge and skills inside the brain of a human. 

Coming to Nita’s life again, this is the time for Nita when the problems are coming to her slowly. As she is now in 8th standard, let’s know about her from the first day of the new school. 

So, when she went to school, she suddenly saw a guy with straight hair but straight means not normal, like the guy got electric shock. When she saw the guy, she first laughed very hard and thought this type of guys also come to school. Actually, Nita was in a school before where everyone was simple and look like school students, with full uniform and without any weird styles. Also, in her past school, everyone plays together without any hesitation, like no difference between boys and girls. Both playing games together, eating together and studying together. Like normal kids and she was from that environment. So, when she came to her new school, and saw that type of boys in school, she just thought, this is school or she came to another place. She was thinking that in school when the boys come like that, really teachers don’t say anything to them or what. Then later, next day she came to school. The class teacher came and taking attendance. Nita is sitting in the last bench of the classroom and said that she is present. When the class teacher is taking attendance, he saw Nita is sitting in the last bench. After taking attendance, he said Nita to come and sit on the first bench. This happened because of her past activities, everyone loves her and wants her to improve more and more. The teacher thought she deserve to sit in the front. Nita never thinks to come in the front or last, she only believes in the efforts. But she also respects her teacher and she came to first bench and said thank you to the teacher. The teacher finished his lecture and went. The guy (Nita saw and laughed on because of his hair) was also sitting on the last bench at that time. But he didn’t come to first bench yet. The day the guy saw Nita, he somewhat started liking Nita, but here Nita’s felling is complete opposite feeling from him. 

The next day, when Nita came to school, and she saw a beautiful flower nearby the school gate. She loved the flower too much and she wanted to pluck that from the tree. She again thought, whether she should take it or not, but then she thought like the flower is looking more beautiful on the tree itself than it will look in anywhere else. So, she thought not to pluck the flower and she came to class. After sometime, Nita saw that the flower she left on the tree thinking that she should not divide it from the tree and looking more beautiful on that tree itself, the guy has plucked the flower. She didn’t like that at all and got angry. She went to the guy and asked him, why he plucked that flower unnecessarily from the tree, for what he did! 

The guy: Wait Nita, don’t get angry, I saw this flower nearby our school gate, and I liked it very much, that is the reason I wanted to take it and I took it from there; look it’s really very beautiful. 

Nita: I also liked that flower that much but I thought not to take that flower from the tree, just because it looks more attractive in the tree itself, not on your hand. 

The guy: Okay, I’m sorry, I won’t do like that next time. And Nita don’t call me like that, please. I have a name and I don’t like it when you call me like that without calling by my name. 

Nita: If you would say your name then I can know, without telling, I don’t have a power of reading minds, how can I know. 

The guy: Oh, sorry Nita! I’m Aryan. Can I be your friend?

Nita:  Fine!

Nita didn’t react much to his line and went.

Aryan got somewhat upset, because she didn’t talk to him and didn’t even reply to his question. This is because he started liking Nita from the day, he saw her for the first time, it’s like first sight love. But another way, Nita doesn’t like him from starting itself. Nita is a person, who doesn’t judge anyone quickly, she treats everyone by their nature and behaviour. But here one more problem is that Nita doesn’t even feel the love in that way for someone. The feelings Aryan has for Nita, Nita has no idea about that. She never ever felt anything like that for someone. And why not also! She never faced this type of situations or she never heard from anyone talking about love or attraction before in that way. If she knows, then only one thing that the way she loves her family, and her family does too. But she doesn’t even have any idea about love between two persons and there is another thing as feelings and these type of emotions between them and all. But Aryan loves her in that way, like he has emotions and feelings for her. 

Nita was friendly with everyone. But for the first time, if an image created in her eyes for someone, then she treats them like that. Yeah, she doesn’t judge suddenly, but if someone’s image was created as bad, then it takes too long to recover for her and know more about the person. That’s why she talks to everyone normally and treat them as friends, but she doesn’t like Aryan (who loves her, but she doesn’t know about him, right). 

So, she is not talking to Aryan, where he wants to talk to her. He has fear of her that if he will go and tries to talk directly to her, then she will get angry. He just went to his friends and said to them about his fear. His friends agreed with him and said to make him and Nita together, they told him that they will help him. They told him that if he loves her, then also he should not propose her directly. First make friendship with her and then slowly, he can express what’s in his heart when the right time comes. He understood and started giving efforts for his and Nita’s friendship first. He tried everything he could do, but because of his fear of Nita, he couldn’t even say a word to her that he wants to be her friend. 

Everyday Nita comes to school, he also comes, but never tried to get rid of his fear and say anything to her. In another way he wants to talk to her, at least as a friend first, but he doesn’t take a step towards to talk at all. Feels like he is afraid of Nita, or it can also be possible that he is thinking something different in mind.

Nita comes, talks to her friends, she attends classes and returns home. But she doesn’t talk to him. After some days, his friends saw Aryan sad and decided to help him. As Because Nita was talking to his friends, and his friends are friendly with Nita as well; so, his friends decided to make Nita and Aryan friends first so that Aryan won’t be that much sad at least.

The next day, when she reached school, Aryan and his friends are waiting for her. She greets to her friends. But still Aryan was seeing only, he couldn’t say anything. She went to class. His friends said to him not to worry, they will manage. The class teacher came and took attendance. At that day the teacher said, today there is a meeting of all staffs, so he won’t take class. He said to study of their own for the period to students and went. 

Now, his friends called Aryan to first bench and said that he will sit with them from today and won’t go back and sit on the last bench again. This is because of Nita sits on first bench. His friends thought if they will sit in one row then may be the chances of talking to each other will increase. They can communicate with each other easily. He came to first bench, but he didn’t dare to sit in the first seat of the first bench. 

His friends: That’s ok! Sit here and slowly everything will be alright. 

He sat on the second seat of the first bench. Here Nita always sits on the first seat on the first bench. Another guy was sitting in the first seat named Rocky. One good thing here is that Rocky is good friend of Nita and Nita also considers him as her friend. So, Aryan is now requesting his friends that as now he came to first bench too, please at least now, help to make friendship with her. At that time, Nita asked for a pencil to her female friends, she likes to draw and the class was dismissed; that’s why she thought if there is no class now, then let’s draw. One of her friends gave her pencil, but that was new one, so she needs now pencil cutter. She asked for that too, but now she didn’t find there in any of her female friends. So, she asked to Rocky for pencil cutter. Rocky was searching his bag if he has pencil cutter. At that time, He said in Rocky’s ears with low voice that instead of him, if Rocky lets him give it to Nita. Aryan gave pencil cutter to Nita with his own hand. Nita first thought not to take from him as she doesn’t like him that good, but later she took. She thought it’s just a pencil cutter, and said thank you to him. 

Aryan in his mind: Nita really talked to me. It’s real or am I dreaming. 

His friends said to reply her in back, so that he will at least talk a little. 

Aryan: That’s alright Nita. 

Nita has another friend whose name is Mayank. Mayank is Aryan’s friend too. He was sitting next to Aryan. Nita saw that Mayank is smiling. 

Nita to Mayank: What happened dude, why you are smiling?

Mayank (Nervously): Nothing Nita, just like that. 

Nita gets back to her drawing. Aryan is now forced by his friends to talk to Nita today and make friendship with her anyhow. So, he tried to talk to her, but before he says something, 

Nita: Wait, I’m doing something, right! After I’m done, say whatever, alright! 

After listening this, he waited and is now only thinking, when she will be done. Nita is not a great artist, but she draws well. Rocky saw the picture that she was making a flower. 

Rocky to Nita: It’s so beautiful and looking amazing. 

Nita: Thanks dude!

Aryan: It looks beautiful Nita. I didn’t know that you have such a good talent. 

Aryan thought, he will also give some complement and she will get impressed by him. 

Nita: Thanks, but this is not my hidden talent, and I’m not a perfect artist too. Whenever I’m in mood I draw something and sometimes I prefer to write. 

He talked more and she also now forgot that she doesn’t like him. He was talking in a good way, so she was not thinking of the way she was thinking before. 

Aryan: Can I be your friend? Please Nita. 

Nita: Yeah, why not? Let’s be friends. 

Aryan in his mind: First step is complete. 

He got very happy and did hand-shake with Nita. On that day Aryan was very happy. He is only thinking that at least she will talk to him from now onwards. He said to his friends about it. His friends are also happy, they said that first stage of love is completed. By listening this he got more confident. 

The Time was passing, and the friendship was getting stronger between Nita and Aryan, she doesn’t know that he loves her and he is making friendship stronger because he wants her. She has no idea about he wants to show his feelings to her later, because of what he is doing all these and making their friendship stronger. Nita was also not reacting different now. Because she is thinking this as friendship only. She doesn’t even know about the thing that love, a thing in the world like love also exist between students. She knows only friendship and love means only that what she does to her parents, her family, and her loved ones etc., but not more than that. Here Aryan is generating more ideas to impress her. But whatever he does, Nita treats him just like she treats her other friends. Aryan was trying everything, creating more and more ideas. But still he couldn’t get any idea so that Nita will get impressed by him and he will be able to propose her. 

The next day, Aryan came to school. Nita saw him and got shocked. Because at that day, Aryan came with full uniform, he is looking very simple and smart too. Today he didn’t make his hair like he was doing before; what Nita doesn’t like. For the first time Nita got impressed and when he came to class. 

Nita: Aryan, you’re looking good today. 

When she said this, Aryan got shocked and happy at the same time by getting this type of complement from Nita, from whom actually he wants to listen these types of words. Now their friendship is getting stronger as compared to before and they are coming closer as well, directly or indirectly. That’s another thing, but the distance between them is now not so far. 

Even if Nita and Aryan getting closer to each other, Nita doesn’t feel anything like she loves him and all those type of stuff as Aryan feels like to impress her and loving her. She is just treating him as his close friend but did not reach to love yet. Nita doesn’t think of anyone like she loves a guy in that way or anyone else loves her like this. If she knows then, knows about family love, and friendship from friends as she always so. But the way Aryan get feelings for her, she doesn’t have a little for him or anyone else. But even Nita doesn’t think for him anything in that way, Aryan didn’t stop trying and he now decided to make Nita feel the same like he does for her. Now they are good and close friends too. 

As time passing, exams are also coming. Here Aryan got an idea. He thought to do group study including Nita so that he and Nita can study together. If he would ask only Nita to study with, then may be, she won’t come for studying only with him. So, he got an idea about group study so that other friends will come and study together and also, they both will study together. Everyone came for group studies. And while studying next day, Aryan started asking each and every doubt to Nita only, and here Nita is also explaining everything clearly. After sometime, Rocky came to Nita and asked a question from the History book. 

Nita: What dude, whom you are asking about History, better you go and ask to Rekha about it. 

Rekha is Nita’s friend and she knows history well. So, Nita said Rocky to go and ask about History questions to Rekha. Aryan was seeing all these and he thought to ask a Maths question to Nita, because Nita likes Maths and she also likes to solve Maths questions. He searched a difficult question thinking that if it will be difficult, she will take more time and he will also wait for the answer, he will ask more doubt and among all these he will be more with Nita. But this time his plan got flopped. Nita solved that problem in five minutes.

Nita: Too easy dude, what doubt you got here!

Aryan requested to her that will she will teach him Maths and help in solving problems. He thought if Nita will teach him Maths, his Maths will be improved and during this, he will know something more about her and they will spend more time together. 

Nita: If you want to learn Maths from me then while teaching, you need to focus on my words and only on how I am solving the problems. If you get unmindful then there will be punishment too. 

Nita actually doesn’t forbid anyone for help. But one thing is that if she is helping someone in studies, when she is teaching, if the person is unmindful, then she doesn’t like this at all, she gets angry; that’s why she is warning him before itself. 

Nita is now telling Aryan about how he can solve Maths problems and what he should do so that he can solve problems of his own and all these things. Aryan was listening each and every word she was telling him about. After she solved some problems, she gave five questions to Aryan to see that whatever she was teaching to him, actually he was listening carefully or was unmindful. Aryan took the questions and tried to solve. After three questions, he came to Nita and showed her. Nita saw his copy and asked him about two more questions. 

Aryan: I couldn’t solve. So, if you could help there too. 

She checked the three questions he solved his own was correct. That’s why she agreed with him and helped him solving another two questions too. He was very happy by seeing this, how much she helped him. After their group study, 

Nita: Aryan, bring a chocolate tomorrow for me, I helped you that much. 

She said it with fun, she actually didn’t say this seriously. But the next day, Aryan bought a chocolate for Nita in real. He gave her chocolate and said thank you to her. 

Aryan: Thank you, Nita! You helped me that much. 

Nita (Shocked): Dude, I just said like that, I don’t want this. I was just kidding, dude!

Aryan: Take the chocolate even if you didn’t say seriously. 

He took for her to thank her for the help. Nita still didn’t take the chocolate from him. 

Nita: Dude, you eat, I don’t want actually, I just said like that. I just said it with fun. 

Aryan: It’s okay, if you said normally. Nita let’s eat half, half. 

After so many requests Nita ate finally. She called to Rocky, Mayank and Rekha too. They five are very good friends and closed to each other. They did split the chocolate and shared with each other. 

They have exam tomorrow. 

Nita to Aryan: You are well prepared for Maths or not. 

Aryan to Nita: Because of you only, I am now well-prepared and can solve problems myself too. 

Nita got happy by listening this. 

Next day they gave exams. Everyone wrote well in exams. Results are also declared and they got to know that, Aryan secured 93 marked in Maths out of hundred. This is the first time for Aryan, because he never got that much marks in Maths ever in his entire life before. He was weak in maths and he was securing just around 50 to 60 marks in maths before. But the day Nita came to his life he is not only bringing changes in him, but he is also focusing in his studies. He is not wasting his time because of his love on Nita as well. In fact, Nita is also helping him in studies. One thing is sure that the day Nita came into his life (as a friend yet), Aryan left his bad habits (he was flirting to girls), it may be true love in his heart for her. We can’t imagine now whether it’s real love or not, sometimes what we feel and see, it would not be happening in real too. Or maybe he loves her truly as well. It’s difficult to say until the time tells the truth. 

It is the first time that he was behaving normal like other students and he slowly left all of his bad habits. Here one thing is clearly appearing that he loves Nita whole-heartedly, but couldn’t express to Nita about how much feelings and emotions are there in his heart for Nita. He just wants to express everything, but he has fear of it that in case she rejects him, then his heart will be broken. He is waiting for the day he will really propose Nita and expecting she would accept him. 

Aryan showed his marksheet to Nita and thanked again for helping him in Maths at that time. Nita saw his marks in maths and she got very happy that Aryan is now bringing changes in him, his behaviour and nature and converting into a gentleman. Not only because of his good marks in maths or about his studies, but Nita is seeing that he is not misbehaving with anyone or not making fun of anyone anymore. He even left flirting with girls too and slowly leaving all of his bad habits as well. Nita congratulated him. 

Nita: See dude, I said you, right. You also can solve problems of your own and this is the result of your hard work.

Aryan thanked her again and asked for Nita’s mark in Maths. Nita got 94 marks in Maths. Then Aryan got very happy. 

Aryan in mind: Now I am also coming to Nita and can compete with her too. 

Nita: Why not dude, that’s good that you are improving, but remember one thing that never think to secure more marks than others, but always think to go ahead and improve yourself.

Aryan to Nita: How did you get to know what I’m thinking in my mind? (Shocked)

––––––––
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Comparing with others is a very dangerous thing. If you will compare yourself with others, your confidence will be down and you will never get satisfied by your achievement. You will always think that he/she is better than you and you can’t do better than them. Everyone has different talents inside them. Some knows that and some doesn’t. The difference is that, some people can find their hidden talents quickly and for some people, it takes time; but they can know with the time that what they have inside them. Sometimes, it can be good when you walk with the time. So, even if you can’t find what you should do ahead then also, be patient and wait for the right time. It doesn’t mean that you won’t do anything even if you are able to do; you need to find the way for yourself of your own. Because no one will do this for you. It means if you fail in anything or any work you are doing and if you didn’t get success then also don’t get panic, try again. There is a saying too as “Failure is the key of success.” If you fail, it’s not the end of your life, instead it’s a sign for your success in future. When you fail, you learn. It can be somewhat dangerous sometimes, if without doing anything you get success. Because you’ll not be doing work hard for next, if you face any challenges in life, you’ll not be able to face it by your own. This is because you never tried, you got success without doing anything, so you never learnt what is hard work. 

Now don’t think that before I said work smart not hard and now the opposite of it. No, I still say work smart not hard, but it doesn’t mean you won’t even try. The actual mean of my previous sentence is that “WORK SMARTLY, NOT LIKE A FOOL!” Some people don’t create a plan and continuously doing and expecting that they will get success one day. But it’s not working hard, but it can be called working stupidity. Always make a right plan before spending time on something. Time is precious, and value y7our time. If you value your time and respect yourself, others will also value your time and give respect to you. 

One more important thing is “to fall in love doesn’t mean distractions in life directly, but not understanding the real meaning of love can be caused as wasting time in life.” 

Let’s come back to the story. 

Aryan understood Nita’s point and thanked her again. 

Nita: No need to thank me those many times, whatever I did is for my friend and why to thank those many times to a friend. 

Aryan was happy after talking to Nita and he is only thinking one thing, whatever happens he will never let their friendship be broken ever in life. 

This time they are going into 9th standard. This is a new standard and now also they five (Nita, Aryan, Rocky, Mayank and Rekha) are together in same school. No one between them changed their school. Their friendship is very strong. They all never want their friendship to be broken or they go and study in different places. One more thing is that even if Aryan loves Nita secretly, he sometimes fights with her too. And because he fights, Nita also doesn’t remain silent. But other than the fighting and arguments, they became very close friends in this one year. Whenever Nita and Aryan fight, Rocky, Mayank and Rekha always try to stop their fight and make them calm. But sometime they fight too much. After every fight they say sorry to each other and finish their fight as well. These small fights don’t last longer, but for that while, it’s too much. Rocky, Mayank and Rekha know about Aryan loves Nita and they are trying to make them closer so that Nita will accept Aryan one day when he expresses his feelings to her. Because, Nita doesn’t know anything about it. No one is telling her about it Because if now she would know about it, maybe she get angry and can’t understand Aryan’s feelings, or anything else also can happen. So, they are just waiting for the right time, so that before she rejects him, at least she will understand him and his feelings. 

One day Nita did not come to school. Aryan is waiting for her. After sometime, Rocky came and asked Aryan about Nita.

Rocky: Where is she, she did not come to school yet or what! 

Aryan: Bro, I thought I’ll ask you about it. Instead, you’re asking me back and you also don’t know why didn’t she come?

They both went to Mayank and Rekha and asked them about her, if they would know anything. They thought if Nita told them anything about her that why she won’t come school today. But they also don’t have any idea about it. They are very sad now. Because, they five do fun, enjoy and study together every day. If one day anyone among them is missing, they don’t feel good. But Nita is someone special in this group, everyone likes her because of her good nature
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