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“Little children, keep yourselves from idols”. 

1 John 5:21
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“Be sure of this, that no immoral or impure man, or one who is covetous (that is, an idolater) has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God”.

Colossians 3:5

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Idolatry and Covetousness, an Interactive Relationship
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“Human beings at present are immersed in the dream of idolatry, which consists of considering the things from this world as real in themselves when they are real only relating to our Creator. When we look for, adore, and serve things by themselves instead of seeing in them an image of the Creator, they are then the object of idolatry, of which the atheistic materialism is a modern and refined form that oppresses us daily” (Davalos, 2009, The School of Spiritual Training. p.16).

A rampant Immorality in the forms of corruption, wickedness, dissolution, iniquity, and sin has spread throughout our nations as a result of idolatry.

Idolatry and covetousness walk together because they are similar in their harmful effects on our human soul. They are most harmful when they work together.

Covetousness is ‘an insatiable desire for worldly gain.’ It is an insatiable desire to find fulfillment, meaning and purpose in things, instead of in God. The spirit of covetousness leads to and is the mother of many other sins (James H. Cagle, 2017. Cagle: What is covetousness? valdostadailitimes.com)

The struggle of covetousness is directly connected to dissatisfaction over the presence of God in your life. It is as though God is not enough as though I need something more! (The Root of Covetousness & 3 Reasons We Do It, 2019. gracebaptistmarshfield.org).

As a historical example of covetousness and greed and its terrible consequences, are the fact that narcissism, egocentrism, and self-absorption lead the Western European nations (namely Portugal, Spain, France, Holland, and Britain, among others) in the European Colonial Period – From the 15th to 19th Centuries, to race to conquer the world. During this period, they subjugated native populations and committed heinous acts all in the name of becoming the most powerful nations and controlling the whole world (Jamila Osman, 2020. What Is Colonialism? A History of Violence, Control and Exploitation. teenvogue.com).

Scavenging and hoarding of materials or objects, theft, and robbery, especially using violence, trickery, or manipulation of authority, are all actions that may be inspired by greed. Such misdeeds can include simony, where one profits from soliciting goods within the actual confines of a church. (Seven Deadly Sins, psychology.fandom.com).

Why is coveting so deadly? Because it can never be satiated. Coveting relentlessly craves more of this world; and a person’s thoughts, affections, and heart occupied with the world will cease seeking heaven (Kevin DeYoung, 2016. The Deadly Sin of Coveting. thegospelcoalition.org).

Why is covetousness equated with idolatry? What is the connection? What is the connection between covetousness and idolatry? Why, in God's eyes, is unlawful desire considered the equivalent of committing idolatry? Our tendency to covet can lead us to idolize, to worship, the physical as our source of contentment. The problem God finds with such a shortsighted view is that we enlist the physical to compete with the spiritual. Our idols-the things on which we set our hearts and directly compete with the Spirit of God and interfere with our relationship with God (Greg Sargent, 1997. Covetousness Is Idolatry. ucg.org).

John Piper defines covetousness as “desiring something so much that you lose your contentment in God” (Future Grace, 221). Thus, the opposite of covetousness is resting satisfied with God. Covetousness is idolatry “because the contentment that the heart should be getting from God, it starts to get from something else” (221). Covetousness, simply put, “is a heart divided between two gods” (Sam Storms, 2006. Idolatry Without Idols, Biblical Studies. samstorms.org)

Since covetousness is an unreasonable desire for what we do not possess, instant gratification is a typical temptation that emanates from our covetousness. No wonder the spirit of the Lord has through the apostle pronounced covetousness as a root of all evils (1 Timothy 6:10, KJV).

Any time we love and desire the world more than we love God; we make it an idol (Mt 6:24).

If we do not have the divine wisdom of Jesus Christ within our hearts, we are going to be easily deceived by the many idols that the evil one through our atheistic society has built to enslave our lives and our futures as sons and daughters of God. And in this context, what is an idol? An idol is anything that displaces God from your heart. Do we have many idols in our current times? We are swimming in a sea of idols that drown us daily! (Davalos, 2023. The Godless Land of the Thousand Idols, p.5)

It is fundamental for our spiritual well-being to ask ourselves who the idols of our lives are, what we covet above all, and how these material cravings are preventing us from putting God first and foremost in our lives.

We came into this world either to do our own will living the pipe dream of idolatry in which our world is still deeply immersed, or we came into this world to complement the will of our Creator actively, thus collaborating in the unfolding of its evolutionary plan (Davalos, 2009, The School of Spiritual Training. p.20).
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“Man is a moral failure; our only hope is God”. 

Bill Graham, American Evangelist.
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Idols of Our World
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Let us ask at this point in our reflection: What are the idols our current world is trying to sell us these days?

The entertainment industry, including Hollywood, and the mainstream television and cable services are trying to sell us as would-be idols all kinds of superheroes with superpowers that emanate from all kinds of sources but spiritual ones. Almost all of these heroes compete with each other and want power and to be the strongest of them all. They are not humble nor compassionate and violence is their means to attain their goals. 

Are these good examples for our children? To invite them to identify with these characters?

In his electronic book The Godless Land of the Thousand Idols, Davalos (2023) maintained that “Money, power, and sex are among the most powerful idols of our world. And every day that goes on we continue serving all these idols, and we certainly cannot serve them along with God (Matthew 6:24) but we do, and we end up rejecting our Father in heaven. All idols are only human, having been created by the human mind and then turned into worldly desires of self-enhancement that distance us from God. Ideologies - which are groups of fixed ideas with a particular purpose- are a good example of these prevalent cultural and idol worship seed ideas. Let’s think about smartphones and digital technology that are highly addictive among youth as good examples of these idol-seed ideas. Have all idols feet of clay? That is to say, an inherent weakness or character flaw in them? Yes, because all idols are only human, and mortal”(p.6). 

Davalos continued- “Nowadays we can see many contemporary examples of these powerful and wealthy individuals that are idolized, and that most of the times knowingly or unknowingly lead their followers like the Hamelin's flutist to the abyss of Satan’s ideologies. And the author asks: Could I currently have an idol identity? If we do identify with a particular individual or cultural ideology and follow its rules and values adapting it into our ways of life, then we do have our own idol identity, and sadly this means that we worship and serve the false gods of our land”(p.7).
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“Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”

Proverbs 16:18, RSVCE
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Pride, a Sin among Sins
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Pride turned Lucifer into Satan and put Adam and Eve away from the constant presence of God, out of Paradise, and with the heavy load of a fallen nature – a garment of animal skin- that we all humans endure.

Egocentrism, insecurity, and individualism lead us to pride.

It is true that all sin begins in the heart and then works its way outward (James 1:14–15). 

‘What is pride, the subtle yet powerful influence that most commentators believe is the father of all other sins? Hebrew, Greek, and English share the sense of the word's basic meaning: to be lifted; to have an undue sense of one's importance or superiority. Pride motivates us to exaggerate the value of our thoughts. It causes us to elevate our opinions and raises the importance of the fulfillment of what we perceive as our needs even above God's and, of course, decidedly higher than our fellowman's. Pride carries, not only a lofty self-centeredness but also a lively competitiveness against others that easily becomes a lustful, destroying enmity. It is highly critical, envious, and impatient, and it can be effortlessly stirred to anger, possessiveness, and suspicion of being taken advantage of. These characteristics are part of Satan's spirit. Each of them is destructive to loving family unity within the church’ (John W. Ritenbaugh, 2011. Living By Faith and Human Pride. bibletools.com).

Satan’s pride is more evident today than it ever was in humanity, being cynically and openly displayed by their sons of disobedience through absurd and
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