
[image: Illustrated source page 1]Baxter Meets Officer Pancake
Friendly helpers. A curious puppy.
A hello at your own pace.
Written by Mike Conrad


[image: Illustrated source page 2]Message to Parents
A friendly community event gives Baxter a chance to meet police
officers, enjoy a demonstration, and discover what a working dog
does. His questions lead to conversation and a new friendship. Read
together, then practice a simple hello or a way to ask for help. Talk
about staying with a trusted grown-up and asking a handler before
approaching a working dog. Invite your child to talk, point, draw, or
take extra time. One question is enough.
For younger children, try one to three questions. The remaining
questions can wait for another day.



[image: Illustrated source page 3]Hi! I’m Baxter, a Siberian husky! I live with Mom; Dad; my sister,
Christina; and my brother, Steven. I love playing, exploring, and
talking to my family. “Awoo!” Sometimes things can feel new,
confusing, or a little scary. My family listens, helps me ask
questions, and gives me time when I need it. After every adventure,
I have a few questions for you, too. You can answer by talking,
pointing, drawing, or just taking your time. Come along!



[image: Illustrated source page 4]Whenever a police car passed, Baxter watched until it disappeared.
Where were the officers going? Did they only come when something
had gone wrong? He had plenty of questions, but he had never
talked with an officer before.



[image: Illustrated source page 5]“Tomorrow is Community Day at the police station,” Mom said.
“We can meet officers and watch their police dog practice.”
“Does the dog get to play too?” Baxter asked.
“Let’s ask,” Steven said.



[image: Illustrated source page 6]In the truck, Baxter practiced.
“Hello, Officer. My name is Baxter. May I ask a question?” Baxter
said.
“I’ll be beside you,” Dad said.
“You can speak, wave, or listen first.” Baxter chose to practice his
hello again.



[image: Illustrated source page 7]Officer Ruiz and Officer Reed welcomed the family.
“Hello! I’m Baxter. May I ask what you do?” Baxter asked.
“Of course,” Officer Ruiz said.
“We answer calls for help, help people who are lost, and work to
keep our community safe.”
“I’m glad I asked,” Baxter said.



[image: Illustrated source page 8]A German Shepherd came over with Officer Reed.
“I’m Officer Pancake,” the dog said.
“Like breakfast?” Baxter asked.
“Exactly like breakfast!” Pancake replied.
“Pancake works with me. Ask me before petting him,” Officer Reed
said. Baxter had never met a dog with a job.



[image: Illustrated source page 9]CRACKLE! BEEP! Baxter ducked behind Dad.
“Am I in trouble?” Baxter asked.
“No. Our radios help us talk to each other,” Officer Ruiz said.
“A quieter place, or a break with me?” Dad asked. Baxter chose the
shady bench.
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Message to Parents

A friendly community event gives Baxter a chance to meet police
officers, enjoy a demonstration, and discover what a working dog
does. His questions lead to conversation and a new friendship. Read
together, then practice a simple hello or a way to ask for help. Talk
about staying with a trusted grown-up and asking a handler before
approaching a working dog. Invite your child to talk, point, draw, or
take extra time. One question is enough.

For younger children, try one to three questions. The remaining
questions can wait for another day.
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confusing, or a little scary. My family listens, helps me ask
questions, and gives me time when I need it. After every adventure,
I have a few questions for you, too. You can answer by talking,
pointing, drawing, or just taking your time. Come along!
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Whenever a police car passed, Baxter watched until it disappeared.
Where were the officers going? Did they only come when something
had gone wrong? He had plenty of questions, but he had never
talked with an officer before.
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“Tomorrow is Community Day at the police station,” Mom said.
“We can meet officers and watch their police dog practice.”
“Does the dog get to play too?” Baxter asked.

“Let’s ask,” Steven said.
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In the truck, Baxter practiced.

“Hello, Officer. My name is Baxter. May I ask a question?” Baxter
said.

“T'll be beside you,” Dad said.

“You can speak, wave, or listen first.” Baxter chose to practice his
hello again.
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Officer Ruiz and Officer Reed welcomed the family.
“Hello! I'm Baxter. May I ask what you do?” Baxter asked.
“Of course,” Officer Ruiz said.

“We answer calls for help, help people who are lost, and work to
keep our community safe.”

“I'm glad I asked,” Baxter said.
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A German Shepherd came over with Officer Reed.
“I'm Officer Pancake,” the dog said.

“Like breakfast?” Baxter asked.

“Exactly like breakfast!” Pancake replied.

“Pancake works with me. Ask me before petting him,” Officer Reed
said. Baxter had never met a dog with a job.
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CRACKLE! BEEP! Baxter ducked behind Dad.
“Am I in trouble?” Baxter asked.
“No. Our radios help us talk to each other,” Officer Ruiz said.

“A quieter place, or a break with me?” Dad asked. Baxter chose the
shady bench.






