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Y This is a dragonfly. Its wings are made up

2 of cells arranged in a Voronoi tessellation.

“Tessellation” means “tiling.” Think of the tiling in your
kitchen or bathroom. It’s probably made with regular
shapes, like squares.

A Voronoi tessellation is made with irregular shapes that
are uneven and unbalanced, yet the structure is stable.
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Corn on the cob
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Exploring
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Dry, cracked mud
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Look closely, and you'll see a world of ya
Voronoi patterns on a leaf. The irregular-
shaped cells fit together like a puzzle.
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Hi, Shorty! I'm Giraffe. I'll be your guide.

The official name for my pattern of spots
is “Voronoi [say: VOHR-uh-noi]
tessellation.”

That’s a fancy way of saying a pattern of flat,
irregular shapes arranged so there are no overlaps
or gaps.

There’s a way to describe this using math, but we’ll get to
that later.

For now, let’s see where else we find a Voronoi tessel-

lation.
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Even some food we eat is arranged in a Voronoi

pattern!

Take a look at corn on the cob. Its kernels are
irregular, and they fit together without overlap
or gaps.
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This is a dry lake bed. When mud dries,

it cracks in a Voronoi pattern.






