
  About the Book


  Beastly Fury tells the story of how the modern, professional, spectator sport of football was born in Britain in the second half of the nineteenth century. It’s a tale of bolshy miners, eccentric mill-owners and testosterone-filled public schoolboys and of why we play football the way we do. Who invented heading? Why do we have an offside law? And why are foreigners so much better than us at the game we invented?


  Based on exhaustive research, Beastly Fury picks apart the complex processes which forged the modern game, turning accepted wisdom on its head. It’s a story which is strangely familiar – of grasping players, corrupt clubs and autocratic officials. It’s a tale of brutality, but at times too, of surprising artistry. Above all it’s a story of how football, uniquely among the sports of that era, became what it is today – the people’s game.
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  If Englishmen called this playing, it would be

  impossible to say what they would call fighting.

  French visitor to Derby, early nineteenth century
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  O Ye Gods, What a Riot!


  [image: images]


  All Saints’ v. St Peter’s, Derby, Shrove Tuesday 1846


  WILLIAM EATON MOUSLEY woke up on the morning of 24 February 1846 in high spirits. Elected Mayor of Derby the year before, he was facing the greatest challenge of his political career: to suppress the town’s annual Shrove Tuesday riot, masquerading as a game of football. And things were going well. He’d sworn in several hundred special constables from among Derby’s more respectable citizens (vital, since the local police force numbered fewer than twenty men), and two troops of the 5th Dragoon Guards had trotted in from Nottingham just a couple of days earlier. More importantly for Mousley – a man who always preferred to avoid conflict – a delegation of the town’s leading footballers had knocked on his door, caps in hand, the previous evening at the Town Hall. They’d pledged to obey the ban on football, issued the week before, and had said they would try to persuade others to do the same. At the end of the meeting they had solemnly handed over their ball.


  If he could persuade the working men of Derby to give up the annual ritual it would be a major coup. Shrove Tuesday, an apprentices’ holiday, was set aside for huge, tumultuous games of football not just in Derby but throughout Britain. These were widely believed to be of ancient origin – the birthright of every sturdy Brit. The people of Kingston in Surrey claimed football had first been played with the heads of vanquished Danes, and the men of Derby believed their game commemorated a victory over the Romans in AD 217. In fact the Derby game, like most others, dated from the seventeenth or early eighteenth century. But it made no difference. ‘The inhabitants of Derby are born foot-ball players,’ wrote a visitor in 1835. ‘They have imbibed it with their first food and it animates them through their lives. Enthusiasm is but a cold word for their attachment to it.’


  The match pitted the parish of St Peter’s, in the south of the town, against the parish of All Saints’ in the north. Each year the respectable classes watched anxiously from their windows as bodies of rough country folk trooped in from the surrounding villages to bolster the numbers of whichever parish lay closest to their home. The two teams gathered at separate pubs in the town centre and shortly before two o’clock began making their way towards the market place, stripped down to shirts and ‘tightly strapped’ trousers, their arms bare despite the freezing February weather. Church bells were rung and crowds of spectators cheered them on. Women waved handkerchiefs from the upper windows of the houses.


  At two o’clock silence fell, with the two sides – hundreds, sometimes thousands strong – facing each other across the central square. Originally the game had begun with the Mayor throwing the ball, made from horse leather and stuffed with cork shavings rather than inflated, from the Town Hall window. But as official disapproval had grown the custom had changed and by the 1840s it was the scorer of the winning goal in the previous year’s game who ‘threw the ball up’. A forest of arms was raised towards it. Then all hell broke loose.


  ‘O ye Gods, what a riot!’ wrote an observer in 1830. ‘What pulling, hauling, tearing, bawling! The ball is instantly surrounded by the “dogs of war”, who shortly form one solid and impenetrable mass of living clay… arms erect, eyes starting from their sockets, and mouths extended gasping for breath – just like so many madmen escaped from the asylum, and fighting for the recovery of their senses.’ Clothes were torn, noses bloodied. For the spectators, the only clue to the whereabouts of the ball was the cloud of steam rising from the heaving throng, which was thickest at that point.


  Like most early forms of football the Derby game was a soccer/rugby hybrid, allowing use of both hands and feet, and just about anything else for that matter. But as the town had become built up kicking had become less important – possibly to avoid smashing windows – and by the nineteenth century the term ‘hug ball’ was often used to describe it. The focus of the crowd in the market place was not so much the ball as the man holding it, whom both sides tried to propel towards their goal in a type of gigantic scrum. ‘If Englishmen called this playing,’ said a French visitor watching the game, ‘it would be impossible to say what they would call fighting.’


  The All Saints’ goal was a mill wheel in Markeaton Brook, just to the west of the town, while St Peter’s was a garden gate just to the south. Unlike modern football, the aim was to score in your own goal. The struggle in the market place could last as long as an hour. Women threw oranges down from the windows to refresh the players trapped in the crush. When one side or the other finally broke free the ball often became wedged in another alley or yard and the scrum would start all over again. At other times the game ranged freely through the streets of the town, the players leaping fences and trampling gardens. Subterfuge could play a part. This was a game virtually without rules and it was not unknown for one side or the other to slash the ball, take out the cork shavings, and then smuggle it towards their opponent’s goal beneath the petticoats of a woman. Sometimes the ball was taken underground, the players crawling on their hands and knees through narrow, ratinfested sewers.


  The two goals were only about a mile from the market place but it was rare that either side was strong enough to force the ball directly towards them. Normally it ended up in the River Derwent and the players would strip off and leap into the freezing waters. ‘The St Peter’s players are considered to be equal to the best water-spaniels, and it is certainly curious to see two or three hundred men up to their chins in the Derwent continually ducking each other,’ wrote a local historian in 1829. Once the ball was in the water St Peter’s attempted to carry it south, downstream, towards their goal while All Saints’ tried to get it to the far bank. From there they would begin a long, circuitous cross-country route around the town and back towards their own goal. Crowds of onlookers lined the banks, cheering the two sides.


  ‘Thus the combat would go on hour after hour,’ wrote the Derby Mercury, ‘fresh men taking the places of those who were exhausted, women rushing about in a state of frantic excitement, urging on their husbands and brothers, bringing them stimulants and refreshments, lending them petticoats to cover their naked limbs, and binding up their wounds.’ The game was notorious as an opportunity to settle scores and from time to time play would be punctuated by fierce fist fights.


  The mayhem usually continued until late in the evening. The first side to score won. The bells of the victorious parish church were rung and the goalscorer chaired around the town by his team-mates. Supporters threw gifts of money and both winners and losers retired to the local taverns to nurse their wounds and swap tales of their heroics.


  It’s not hard to see why the more genteel inhabitants of Derby had become a little weary of this tradition. Attempts had been made to ban the football as early as 1731 when the town’s jailer was locked up in his own jail as punishment for playing. Perhaps predictably, he used his inside knowledge to escape. Subsequent attempts at suppression in 1747 and 1797, the latter following the drowning of a man in the Derwent the previous year, were no more successful.


  The footballers, mainly working class, were helped by the fact that a section of the town’s upper class were sympathetic. Many of the well-to-do could be seen hovering on the fringes of the crowd in the market place, dressed in their finery, cheering on the players. Some, overcome with excitement, would even plunge into the heart of the fray, emerging bloodied but smiling, ‘without a hat and with half a coat’. One gentleman was forced to advertise in the Derby Mercury in 1762 after losing ‘a plain silver watch’ in the mêlée, offering a guinea for its return.


  This upper-class involvement was partly young bucks letting off steam. The toffs also loved to bet on the outcome and would sometimes pay star players to participate – all part of that earthy English tradition where patrician and plebeian culture rubbed together, also visible at the cock-pit, the prize ring and the racecourse. But it wasn’t hard to see that the anarchy served a useful social function.


  In Catholic countries Shrove Tuesday is Mardi Gras, carnival time, when conventions are suspended for twenty-four hours and the people indulge in wild excesses before the long austerity of Lent. In the same way, Shrove Tuesday football was a safety valve for social tensions. The social order was turned on its head for a day, the streets were surrendered to the mob, and the ‘lords of misrule’ were let loose. In the hours leading up to the game the footballers knocked on doors, demanding money to fund their drinking. Groups of youths roamed the streets throwing dirt at anyone who was well dressed. ‘I was met by a band of ruffians who appeared to consider themselves outlaws,’ wrote one correspondent to the Derby Mercury in 1844. ‘Each was prepared with a bag filled with soot or charcoal dust, and on meeting any person who appeared respectable they threw the bag and its contents in his face, or upon that part of his dress that suited their purpose best.’ It was a fantasy of revolution that the upper classes were prepared to tolerate, on the strict understanding that everything returned to normal the following morning.


  But by the early nineteenth century this tolerance was becoming strained. Attitudes were changing. This was the age of progress. The industrial revolution was gathering pace, spawning a new, self-confident, increasingly religious urban middle class, fervently committed to a ‘refinement of manners’. They recoiled from all that they saw as brutish and backward. The Shrove Tuesday game, declared one petition demanding its abolition, was ‘disgraceful to humanity and civilization, subversive of good order and Government and destructive of morals, property and the very lives of our inhabitants’.


  In the new industrial Britain some of the working class also saw it as degrading. Derby was a hotbed of militant trade unionism. In 1834 it was shaken by a long strike of textile workers, and union leaders denounced the football as ‘barbarous recklessness and supreme folly’. They found the toffs egging the players on from the sidelines particularly repellent. ‘Your “Betters” have been foremost in this fête,’ they told the workers, ‘hallooing you like brute dogs to the strife.’ On Shrove Tuesday 1834, as an alternative to the football, the unions organized an orderly procession through the town, their members marching three and four abreast beneath banners proclaiming ‘Liberty and Unity’ and ‘Let Prudence be our Guide’. But the strike was crushed, and by the 1840s it was the middle class leading opposition to the annual Shrovetide game, petitioning for an end to the ‘barbarous and disgusting play of football’.


  Derby was not alone. There were campaigns against Shrove Tuesday football in towns and villages throughout the country, part of a broader offensive against a multitude of traditional working-class customs and pastimes which middle-class reformers felt had no place in the new, refined society of the nineteenth century. Often, they had a point. Who today would want to see the return of bull-baiting and cock-fighting, or the extraordinary sport of ‘cock-throwing’, which simply involved tying a cock to a stake and throwing things at it until it was dead? And what about ‘riding the goose’, which involved smearing a goose in grease and then competing to see who could be the first to rip its head off? There was much about the eighteenth century best consigned to history.


  But there was a strong element of self-interest in the middle-class morality. The chaotic rhythms of rural life – the frequent holidays and irregular work patterns – did not suit the new industrial society. If you’d invested in a factory and machinery you couldn’t afford to have it standing idle just because your work force had decamped en masse to a local village fair, justifying their absence through ‘time honoured custom’. ‘Real Christians,’ wrote one reformer, ‘who diligently discharge the duties of their stations… will find but little opportunity or occasion for amusement.’


  This po-faced sanctimoniousness irritated many, and not just among the working class. A sympathetic observer of the Derby game in 1815 was repelled by the sour expressions on the faces of some of the onlookers. ‘I perceived… among the spectators a few who seemed to eye the day’s diversion not approvingly,’ he wrote. ‘They exclaimed; “What low work!” “What a contemptible object!”’ He felt these people exaggerated the degree of violence. ‘I did not see a blow given, nor hear an oath uttered,’ he said, which sounds a little unlikely, although the man drowned in the Derwent in 1796 was the only fatality ever recorded in connection with the game.


  It was not just the Shrove Tuesday games that were under threat. It’s often assumed they were the ancestors of modern football. This is a misconception. Because of their scale, and the disruption they caused, they caught the eye both of contemporaries and modern historians, but then, as now, the vast bulk of football played in Britain was small-scale and informal, groups of lads kicking a ball around on a patch of wasteland. Upper-class observers drew little distinction between the large, set-piece confrontations that occurred on traditional holidays and the more everyday form of the sport. ‘Football… is nothing but beastly fury and extreme violence,’ Thomas Elyot had written as early as 1531 in a book of advice for King Henry VIII, tarring both with the same brush. But for those who watched carefully they were very different.


  The great holiday games were heavily ritualistic, mock-combats rather than sport. They were meant to be anarchic; that was their whole point. There were no boundaries. Indeed there was no ‘pitch’ in that sense, and the numbers on each side were unlimited. It would no more have occurred to anyone to fix equal sides and set clear parameters for football than for a battle. But in smaller games we find references to both from an early date. There were ‘boundaries’ in a game at Cauton in Nottinghamshire in 1500. In County Durham in 1683 ‘seven butchers’ took on ‘seven glovers’. There is even a reference to a six-a-side women’s game (1747). By the time the folklorist Joseph Strutt was describing football in 1801 he was quite clear that the two sides contained ‘an equal number of competitors’ and that the pitch was more or less the same size as a modern pitch.


  The method of scoring in these smaller games, which took place from at least 1314, varied. Sometimes the aim was to force the ball between two stakes driven into the ground, similar to modern football (there is even a reference to players throwing down their jackets for goalposts, in East Anglia in 1823). In other places players had to take the ball over a byline extending across the entire pitch, as in modern rugby. The degree of handling varied. Where it was dominant a small, hard ball was often used; where kicking predominated the ball tended to be larger, and inflated. Some forms were more violent than others. In Ireland and north-east England it was a mixture of football and wrestling. And Strutt’s 1801 description stressed that footballers would frequently ‘kick each other’s shins without the least ceremony’. But by the time matches between local teams began to be described in the sporting press in the 1840s, the sport, although rough and ready, was much closer to modern rugby and football than the Derby Shrove Tuesday game, with clear rules, equal numbers (often eleven-a-side) and, in some cases, officials to resolve disputes.


  The Lord and Lady of the Manor, stumbling across a bunch of labourers hoofing a pig’s bladder around, were probably blind to whatever subtleties this more everyday version of the sport may have possessed. But it was far less riotous and tumultuous than the great ritualistic holiday games, and probably contained rather more art than upper-class observers gave it credit for. It was from these smaller games rather than the Shrove Tuesday confrontations that the modern sport descended.


  But by the 1840s the smaller games were also under threat. Leisure time was shrinking. The pre-industrial practice of taking Mondays off was dying out and had not yet been replaced by the Saturday half-holiday. With respect for the Sabbath ever more rigidly enforced it was becoming increasingly difficult to squeeze football into the working week.


  The physical environment was also changing. In the countryside the old open fields of medieval England were being divided up and hedged in by the enclosure movement, which created the patchwork quilt of the modern countryside, and more and more communal land was falling into private hands. This not only restricted the great holiday games, which often ranged for miles over open countryside, it also meant there were fewer and fewer closes and patches of wasteland available for lads to play on. ‘The labourers seem to be without innocent and manly amusements,’ lamented the rector of Hitcham in Suffolk in 1844. ‘They have no village green, or common, for active sports. Some thirty years ago, I am told, they had a right to a playground in a particular field… and were then celebrated for their football; but somehow or other this right has been lost to them, and the field is now under the plough.’


  An Act of Parliament in 1835 specifically banned football on the highways, and in the mushrooming towns no one saw it as their responsibility to provide open spaces for the working class. When, in 1844, it was suggested that five or six acres in Derby be set aside where the poor could play games the proposal was opposed by the town council on the grounds that it might be ‘an encouragement to too much levity’.


  The lives of working people were being slowly hemmed in, by fences and hedges, by walls and factory gates, by the harsh morality and pitiless work ethic of the rising middle-class and the insatiable demands of the new industrial economy. There was little space for football. By the middle of the nineteenth century the glowing lights of the pub were often the only place of welcome left to the poor once the factory whistle sounded. And as the quality of life deteriorated, discontent grew.


  Britain probably came closer to working-class revolution in the 1830s and 1840s than at any other time in its history. In 1842 large areas of the North and Midlands were paralysed by a general strike, and in Derby the carnivalesque, ‘world turned upside down’ element of the Shrovetide game was starting to feel a little uncomfortable. Revolution was no longer a game.


  An attempt had been made to suppress the football the year before in 1845, but it ended in failure. The authorities were conciliatory. Keen ‘to promote the rational enjoyment of the people’, they organized a day of alternative sports, to be held just outside the town, on Shrove Tuesday. These included such traditional rural pastimes as climbing a greased pole for the prize of a hat, and grinning through a horse collar (also known as ‘gurning’ – the funniest, or most grotesque, grin won). Some of the footballers sneered at these ‘low’ entertainments. They were probably no more excited by the Derby Temperance Society’s offer of a ‘public tea festival’ the following day, Ash Wednesday. But several thousand people turned up for the Shrove Tuesday games and the day was going well until some rebels threw up a ball in the town centre and a half-hearted game began. Donations for the alternative sports had been raised on the strict understanding that there would be no football, and the entertainments were immediately cancelled. ‘It is all disappointment; no sports, and no football. This is the way they always treat poor folks,’ one man was heard to mutter as the crowds dispersed.


  In 1845 the footballers had been offered the carrot. In 1846 they would get the stick. But the authorities made one last concession. The town’s annual horse races had been suppressed the previous decade by the evangelical faction on the local council, who objected to the drinking and gambling associated with them. The races were now used as a bargaining chip: they would be resumed on the understanding that they replaced the football. It was this that lay behind the surrender of the ball to Mayor Mousley by leading footballers on the eve of Shrove Tuesday.


  Mousley was a pragmatist. A hale and hearty Conservative, he had been involved in local politics for thirty-four years and was deeply immersed in the life of the town. He had little time for the joyless evangelicals. A wealthy solicitor himself, he was nevertheless aware, he said, ‘of the weary life of toil and care that the majority of our working population are compelled to drag through’ and he knew the workers needed their diversions. But he knew too there was now a firm middle-class consensus against the football and he was determined not to back down.


  As he toured the streets towards lunchtime his mood darkened. Large numbers of people were gathering and there was defiance in the air. Mousley toyed with the idea of dispersing the crowds, but decided against it. Instead, the police and special constables were deployed and all streets into the market place were closed off. Two o’clock, the traditional starting time, came and went without incident. But then a cry went up. A ball had been released on Cock Pit Hill, just a few streets from the market place, and crowds quickly converged.


  The ring-leader was a young tearaway called Henry Allen, well known in the town. It was he who had ‘thrown the ball up’ and it quickly found its way into a stream. Allen and the other players dived in after it, hotly pursued by the police, and for several minutes they splashed and wrestled with one another in the murky water. Then a PC Benjamin Fearn emerged triumphant, the ball in his hands. He handed it to his boss, Police Superintendent Thompson, who produced a knife, cut it to pieces and handed the shredded leather back to PC Fearn as a souvenir (he was still proudly displaying it forty years later).


  Allen and the rest of the footballers escaped and Superintendent Thompson withdrew his forces to the Town Hall to calm tensions. But then word came that a second ball had been thrown into the Derwent. Thompson immediately set off for the town’s new railway bridge to intercept it at the head of a force of police and special constables. But this time the resistance was more serious. When Mayor Mousley and other magistrates appeared a hail of missiles greeted them. Mousley was struck on the shoulder by a brick. When his attacker was arrested the mob overwhelmed the police and freed him. Faced with a full-scale riot, Mousley had no alternative. He read the Riot Act and called out the two troops of Dragoon Guards. The players fled with the ball into open countryside, where the game continued, the Guards in hot pursuit.


  By now both sides were rather enjoying themselves. ‘The Dragoons, notwithstanding their heavy accoutrements, took the hedges in fine style, and the adventure altogether was of quite a romantic character,’ wrote the Derby and Chesterfield Reporter. For the players, the game was much as it had been in previous years, with the difference that the police and the military provided the opposition.


  PC Fearn and his colleagues finally caught up with play close to the village of Normanton, now a suburb to the south of Derby. The ball was with a group of All Saints’ men, and a PC Messenger produced a fine rugby tackle to bring down the man in possession. But as he fell the man managed to sling the ball over a hedge. PC Fearn retrieved it but was quickly set upon by the All Saints’ players. They grabbed the ball, threw Fearn himself bodily back over the hedge, then set off across the fields, finally ‘goaling’ the ball at the old mill wheel as darkness fell.


  The footballers of Derby had defied the combined forces of the police, the special constables and the Army. But they knew it was all over. Allen and fourteen others were arrested shortly afterwards and Mayor Mousley sternly lectured them that ‘it was only in consideration of their contrition, and promise not to offend again’ that they were spared transportation to the colonies. Instead they were bound over to keep the peace. The authorities now meant business. For the next few years soldiers were brought into the town every year on the eve of Shrove Tuesday. And although crowds again gathered in 1847, they were cowed and no attempt was made to play the game.


  By 1856 the Derbyshire Times and Chesterfield Herald was able to report that football in all its forms had been ‘well nigh… discontinued’ in Derby, other than the occasional ‘knot of lads’ who might be seen ‘keeping up the old custom’ on the outskirts of the town. The same pattern was repeated throughout the country. Football was in danger of extinction.


  Appendix 1


  Football Association Laws, 1863


  1. The maximum length of the ground shall be 200 yards, the maximum breadth shall be 100 yards, the length and breadth shall be marked off with flags; and the goal shall be defined by two upright posts, eight yards apart, without any tape or bar across them.


  2. The winner of the toss shall have the choice of goals. The game shall be commenced by a place kick from the centre of the ground by the side losing the toss for goals; the other side shall not approach within 10 yards of the ball until it is kicked off.


  3. After a goal is won, the losing side shall kick off, and goals shall be changed.


  4. A goal shall be won when the ball passes between the goalposts or over the space between the goal-posts (at whatever height), not being thrown, knocked on, or carried.


  5. When the ball is in touch, the first player who touches it shall throw it from the point on the boundary line where it left the ground in a direction at right angles with the boundary line.


  6. When a player has kicked the ball, any one of the same side who is nearer to the opponent’s goal line is out of play and may not touch the ball himself, nor in any way whatever prevent any other player from doing so, until he is in play; but no player is out of play when the ball is kicked off from behind the goal line.


  7. In case the ball goes behind the goal line, if a player on the side to whom the goal belongs first touches the ball, one of his side shall be entitled to a free kick from the goal line at the point opposite the place where the ball shall be touched. If a player of the opposite side first touches the ball, one of his side shall be entitled to a free kick (but at the goal only) from a point 15 yards outside the goal line, opposite the place where the ball is touched. The opposing side shall stand behind their goal line until he has had his kick.


  8. If a player makes a fair catch, he shall be entitled to a free kick, providing he claims it by making a mark with his heel at once; and in order to take such a kick he may go back as far as he pleases, and no player on the opposite side shall advance beyond his mark until he has kicked.


  9. No player shall carry the ball.


  10. Neither tripping nor hacking shall be allowed, and no player shall use his hands to hold or push his adversary.


  11. A player shall not throw the ball or pass it to another.


  12. No player shall be allowed to take the ball from the ground with his hands while it is in play under any pretext whatever.


  13. No player shall be allowed to wear projecting nails, iron plates, or gutta percha on the soles or heels of his boots.


  Appendix 2


  FA Cup Finals, 1872–1915


  
    
      	1872

      	Wanderers 1

      	Royal Engineers 0

      	Oval

      	2,000
    


    
      	1873

      	Wanderers 2

      	Oxford University 0

      	Lillie Bridge

      	3,000
    


    
      	

      	

      	

      	(London)

      	
    


    
      	1874

      	Oxford University 2

      	Royal Engineers 0

      	Oval

      	2,500
    


    
      	1875

      	Royal Engineers 1

      	Old Etonians 1

      	Oval

      	1,500
    


    
      	(replay)

      	Royal Engineers 2

      	Old Etonians 0

      	Oval

      	1,500
    


    
      	1876

      	Wanderers 1

      	Old Etonians 1

      	Oval

      	4,000
    


    
      	(replay)

      	Wanderers 3

      	Old Etonians 0

      	Oval

      	3,600
    


    
      	1877

      	Wanderers 2

      	Oxford University 1

      	Oval

      	3,000
    


    
      	1878

      	Wanderers 3

      	Royal Engineers 1

      	Oval

      	3,000
    


    
      	1879

      	Old Etonians 1

      	Clapham Rovers 0

      	Oval

      	3,000
    


    
      	1880

      	Clapham Rovers 1

      	Oxford University 0

      	Oval

      	5,000
    


    
      	1881

      	Old Carthusians 3

      	Old Etonians 0

      	Oval

      	3,000
    


    
      	1882

      	Old Etonians 1

      	Blackburn Rovers 0

      	Oval

      	7,000
    


    
      	1883

      	Blackburn Olympic 2

      	Old Etonians 1

      	Oval

      	8,000
    


    
      	1884

      	Blackburn Rovers 2

      	Queen’s Park 1

      	Oval

      	4,000
    


    
      	1885

      	Blackburn Rovers 2

      	Queen’s Park 0

      	Oval

      	12,500
    


    
      	1886

      	Blackburn Rovers 0

      	West Bromwich Albion 0

      	Oval

      	16,000
    


    
      	(replay)

      	Blackburn Rovers 2

      	West Bromwich Albion 0

      	Racecourse

      	12,000
    


    
      	

      	

      	

      	Ground

      	
    


    
      	

      	

      	

      	(Derby)

      	
    


    
      	1887

      	Aston Villa 2

      	West Bromwich Albion 0

      	Oval

      	16,000
    


    
      	1888

      	West Bromwich

      	Preston North End 1

      	Oval

      	19,000
    


    
      	

      	Albion 2

      	

      	

      	
    


    
      	1889

      	Preston North End 3

      	Wolverhampton

      	Oval

      	25,000
    


    
      	

      	

      	Wanderers 0

      	

      	
    


    
      	1890

      	Blackburn Rovers 6

      	The Wednesday 1

      	Oval

      	20,000
    


    
      	1891

      	Blackburn Rovers 3

      	Notts County 1

      	Oval

      	23,000
    


    
      	1892

      	West Bromwich

      	Aston Villa 0

      	Oval

      	25,000
    


    
      	

      	Albion 3

      	

      	

      	
    


    
      	1893

      	Wolverhampton

      	Everton 0

      	Fallowfield

      	45,000
    


    
      	

      	Wanderers 1

      	

      	(Manchester)

      	
    


    
      	1894

      	Notts County 4

      	Bolton Wanderers 1

      	Goodison

      	37,000
    


    
      	

      	

      	

      	Park (Liverpool)

      	
    


    
      	1895

      	Aston Villa 1

      	West Bromwich

      	Crystal Palace

      	42,560
    


    
      	

      	

      	Albion 0

      	

      	
    


    
      	1896

      	The Wednesday 2

      	Wolverhampton

      	Crystal Palace

      	48,836
    


    
      	

      	

      	Wanderers 1

      	

      	
    


    
      	1897

      	Aston Villa 3

      	Everton 2

      	Crystal Palace

      	65,891
    


    
      	1898

      	Nottingham Forest 3

      	Derby County 1

      	Crystal Palace

      	62,017
    


    
      	1899

      	Sheffield United 4

      	Derby County 1

      	Crystal Palace

      	73,833
    


    
      	1900

      	Bury 4

      	Southampton 0

      	Crystal Palace

      	68,945
    


    
      	1901

      	Tottenham Hotspur 2

      	Sheffield United 2

      	Crystal Palace

      	110,820
    


    
      	(replay)

      	Tottenham Hotspur 3

      	Sheffield United 1

      	Burnden Park

      	30,000
    


    
      	

      	

      	

      	(Bolton)

      	
    


    
      	1902

      	Sheffield United 1

      	Southampton 1

      	Crystal Palace

      	76,914
    


    
      	(replay)

      	Sheffield United 2

      	Southampton 1

      	Crystal Palace

      	33,068
    


    
      	1903

      	Bury 6

      	Derby County 0

      	Crystal Palace

      	63,102
    


    
      	1904

      	Manchester City 1

      	Bolton Wanderers 0

      	Crystal Palace

      	61,374
    


    
      	1905

      	Aston Villa 2

      	Newcastle United 0

      	Crystal Palace

      	101,117
    


    
      	1906

      	Everton 1

      	Newcastle United 0

      	Crystal Palace

      	75,609
    


    
      	1907

      	The Wednesday 2

      	Everton 1

      	Crystal Palace

      	85,584
    


    
      	1908

      	Wolverhampton

      	Newcastle United 1

      	Crystal Palace

      	74,967
    


    
      	

      	Wanderers 3

      	

      	

      	
    


    
      	1909

      	Manchester United 1

      	Bristol City 0

      	Crystal Palace

      	67,651
    


    
      	1910

      	Newcastle United 1

      	Barnsley 1

      	Crystal Palace

      	77,747
    


    
      	(replay)

      	Newcastle United 2

      	Barnsley 0

      	Goodison Park

      	69,000
    


    
      	

      	

      	

      	(Liverpool)

      	
    


    
      	1911

      	Bradford City 0

      	Newcastle United 0

      	Crystal Palace

      	69,098
    


    
      	(replay)

      	Bradford City 1

      	Newcastle United 0

      	Old Trafford

      	58,000
    


    
      	

      	

      	

      	(Manchester)

      	
    


    
      	1912

      	Barnsley 0

      	West Bromwich

      	Crystal Palace

      	54,556
    


    
      	

      	

      	Albion 0

      	

      	
    


    
      	(replay)

      	Barnsley 1

      	West Bromwich

      	Bramall Lane

      	38,555
    


    
      	

      	

      	Albion 0

      	(Sheffield)

      	
    


    
      	1913

      	Aston Villa 1

      	Sunderland 0

      	CrystalPalace

      	120,081
    


    
      	1914

      	Burnley 1

      	Liverpool 0

      	Crystal Palace

      	72,778
    


    
      	1915

      	Sheffield United 3

      	Chelsea 0

      	Old Trafford

      	50,000
    


    
      	

      	

      	

      	(Manchester)

      	
    

  


  Sources: Green (History of the FA Cup), Wall, press reports.


  Appendix 3


  League Champions, 1889–1915


  (Average home league attendances)


  
    
      	Season

      	Champions

      	Runners-up

      	Third Place
    


    
      	1888–89

      	Preston North End

      	Aston Villa

      	Wolverhampton
    


    
      	

      	(6,275)

      	(4,700)

      	Wanderers
    


    
      	

      	

      	

      	(3,725)
    


    
      	1889–90

      	Preston North End

      	Everton

      	Blackburn Rovers
    


    
      	

      	(7,600)

      	(10,100)

      	(6,550)
    


    
      	1890–91

      	Everton

      	Preston North End

      	Notts County
    


    
      	

      	(11,275)

      	(6,800)

      	(7,000)
    


    
      	1891–92

      	Sunderland

      	Preston North End

      	Bolton Wanderers
    


    
      	

      	(8,300)

      	(5,625)

      	(7,625)
    


    
      	1892–93

      	Sunderland

      	Preston North End

      	Everton
    


    
      	

      	(8,075)

      	(6,450)

      	(13,100)
    


    
      	1893–94

      	Aston Villa

      	Sunderland

      	Derby County
    


    
      	

      	(10,700)

      	(6,300)

      	(5,675)
    


    
      	1894–95

      	Sunderland

      	Everton

      	Aston Villa
    


    
      	

      	(8,325)

      	(16,225)

      	(8,900)
    


    
      	1895–96

      	Aston Villa

      	Derby County

      	Everton
    


    
      	

      	(11,875)

      	(8,375)

      	(16,000)
    


    
      	1896–97

      	Aston Villa

      	Sheffield United

      	Derby County
    


    
      	

      	(12,925)

      	(8,200)

      	(8,300)
    


    
      	1897–98

      	Sheffield United

      	Sunderland

      	Wolverhampton
    


    
      	

      	(11,800)

      	(10,925)

      	Wanderers
    


    
      	

      	

      	

      	(6,925)
    


    
      	1898–99

      	Aston Villa

      	Liverpool

      	Burnley
    


    
      	

      	(20,675)

      	(13,975)

      	(6,125)
    


    
      	1899–1900

      	Aston Villa

      	Sheffield United

      	Sunderland
    


    
      	

      	(19,825)

      	(11,175)

      	(10,475)
    


    
      	1900–01

      	Liverpool

      	Sunderland

      	Notts County
    


    
      	

      	(15,000)

      	(11,525)

      	(9,450)
    


    
      	1901–02

      	Sunderland

      	Everton

      	Newcastle United
    


    
      	

      	(12,825)

      	(17,225)

      	(14,575)
    


    
      	1902–03

      	The Wednesday

      	Aston Villa

      	Sunderland
    


    
      	

      	(13,875)

      	(19,650)

      	(15,300)
    


    
      	1903–04

      	The Wednesday

      	Manchester City

      	Everton
    


    
      	

      	(12,525)

      	(19,125)

      	(18,250)
    


    
      	1904–05

      	Newcastle United

      	Everton

      	Manchester City
    


    
      	

      	(21,250)

      	(19,300)

      	(19,400)
    


    
      	1905–06

      	Liverpool

      	Preston North End

      	The Wednesday
    


    
      	

      	(19,425)

      	(8,925)

      	(11,475)
    


    
      	1906–07

      	Newcastle United

      	Bristol City

      	Everton
    


    
      	

      	(33,650)

      	(14,325)

      	(19,100)
    


    
      	1907–08

      	Manchester United

      	Aston Villa

      	Manchester City
    


    
      	

      	(20,050)

      	(17,425)

      	(22,725)
    


    
      	1908–09

      	Newcastle United

      	Everton

      	Sunderland
    


    
      	

      	(28,425)

      	(22,475)

      	(15,750)
    


    
      	1909–10

      	Aston Villa

      	Liverpool

      	Blackburn Rovers
    


    
      	

      	(20,125)

      	(19,475)

      	(13,775)
    


    
      	1910–11

      	Manchester United

      	Aston Villa

      	Sunderland
    


    
      	

      	(19,950)

      	(21,650)

      	(16,200)
    


    
      	1911–12

      	Blackburn Rovers

      	Everton

      	Newcastle United
    


    
      	

      	(18,500)

      	(20,050)

      	(23,625)
    


    
      	1912–13

      	Sunderland

      	Aston Villa

      	The Wednesday
    


    
      	

      	(17,675)

      	(23,925)

      	(18,875)
    


    
      	1913–14

      	Blackburn Rovers

      	Aston Villa

      	Middlesbrough
    


    
      	

      	(22,950)

      	(25,175)

      	(14,375)
    


    
      	1914–15

      	Everton

      	Oldham Athletic

      	Blackburn Rovers
    


    
      	

      	(18,575)

      	(9,450)

      	(12,550)
    

  


  Source: Tabner.
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