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A Note on Names and Honorifics



Transliteration. Arabic transliteration follows a simplified scholarly convention: long vowels are marked where the argument turns on them, and the letters ʿayn and hamza are written ʿ and ʾ.

The honorific. Muslims invoke the ṣalawāt — ṣallā Allāhu ʿalayhi wa sallam, “may Allah bless him and grant him peace” — on mentioning the Prophet Muhammad ﷺ, as the Quran commands at 33:56. Because this book tests, as a hypothesis, the sceptic’s proposal that he authored the Quran, the honorific is written where the author speaks in his own voice rather than at every mention, and is withheld inside any quotation the author may not alter. The ṣalawāt is affirmed upon every mention, printed or not.

“The Author”. This investigation asks who produced a document, so it uses the vocabulary of authorship. Where the series writes the Author, the Designer, the Engineer or the Maker, it describes an act; it does not coin a name for God. The names of Allah are tawqīfī, fixed by revelation. Every descriptor here is description (al-akhbār), not a name (al-asmāʾ), and each describes acts the Quran itself attributes to Him: al-Khāliq, al-Bāriʾ, al-Muṣawwir.




Foreword

A reciter’s word on the Quran’s own challenge

Again and again, in stages, the Quran challenges those who doubt its origin to produce something like it: a discourse like it, then ten sūrahs, then a single sūrah (52:34; 11:13; 10:38; 2:23), and it declares that were all mankind and the jinn to join together, they could not do it (17:88). I have recited those verses since I was a boy, and I have heard them recited back to me by students on the day they completed their memorisation. A reciter learns early that the Quran does not ask to be protected from examination. It issues the challenge itself, and it names the test by which its origin may be judged: had it been from other than Allah, they would have found in it much contradiction (4:82).

This book takes the Quran at its word. It builds a set of tests of authorship, the tests an examiner applies to any disputed document, and it builds them before any text is examined. Then it applies them in the same way to the Quran and to the other scriptures whose followers hold them to be from beyond human hands. I am not an examiner of documents, and I do not judge the instruments. That judgement belongs to those trained to make it, and the author has set out his methods, his sources and his scorecard so that they can make it.

I will say a word about those other scriptures, because a Muslim reader should hear it from a scholar of his own tradition. The Quran commands us to believe in what was given to Moses and to Jesus (2:136), it forbids even the reviling of what others worship (6:108), and it commands justice toward those with whom we differ: let not the hatred of a people move you to be unjust (5:8). This book does not mock the scriptures it examines. It states the case for each as its own followers would state it, and it records where each passes and where each fails by one and the same rule. That is justice in examination.

I have known the author for many years. He brings to this work the habits of a fraud examiner: he builds the test first, applies it without favour, and reports what it shows, including the places where his own case is weaker than he would wish. Where a test is contested, he says so; where one instrument leans on another, he says that too.

I offer the reader the caution I would give any student. The faith of a Muslim does not wait upon a scorecard, and the author does not suggest that it should. But the Quran invites the one who doubts to examine, and this book is an honest way to accept that invitation. The verdict belongs to the evidence and to the reader who weighs it, and guidance is from Allah alone. I ask Allah to make this work a means of benefit, and to reward its author for the care he has taken with it.

———

Sheikh Abdurrahman Ishaq

Qārī, Ḥāfiẓ and ʿĀlim of the Quran

Imam, Parklands Mosque · Nairobi, Kenya




How This Book Works

The question, the seven tests, and the standard of proof

This book is a forensic argument, built on evidence rather than doctrine. It asks of a sacred text the question an examiner asks of any disputed document, and it answers in the same way. It weighs the evidence and sets aside every explanation the record will not support, until one account is left.

Where the case stands

Volumes I to IV of Beyond Human Design established three findings, each beyond reasonable doubt. First, the Quran is not the work of any human being. Volume I measured its architecture and priced five counted witnesses together at 1 in 1075 on their most cautious readings, and Volume II reached the same verdict through twenty-two further witnesses. Second, the Author these volumes describe matches, point by point, the Author the Quran describes: God, the Creator of all that exists. Third, Volume III called seventy witnesses across fourteen domains, and they show the text describing the created world as only its Maker could. Volume IV set out what that Author has said.

This book puts that verdict to a second examination. A court trusts a forensic finding most when a second examiner, working from a fixed battery, reaches it again. So this book builds seven tests before any text is examined, applies them in the same way to the Quran and to every scripture that makes a like claim, and asks whether the verdict holds with the Quran standing beside them.

[image: Diagram. 1 The question; 2 The instrument, built first; 3 Seven tests, one battery; 4 Six scriptures in the line-up; 5 The scorecard — read the row]
The question

One question runs through the whole book. Could a human being have produced this text, under the conditions its own tradition claims for it? Beauty, truth and goodness are real questions, but they belong to other rooms. The question here is narrower. Given how the tradition says the text came to be, does unaided human authorship explain what the text actually is?

The seven tests

Seven tests answer it. Each comes from the examination of disputed documents. Six test different properties of the text. The seventh weighs the six together.

[image: Diagram. 1 Custody — one origin, or many?; 2 Architecture — a plan beyond an improviser?; 3 Fingerprint — one hand, or several?; 4 Forger's tells — anachronism, and its absence; 5 Made world — a world he could not have known; 6 Borrowed pages — sharing, or dependence?; 7 Composite — eliminate, profile, match]
Each test is set out before any text is examined. Each is applied in the same way to every text.

The line-up, and the scoring

Five texts stand in the line-up: the Quran as the benchmark, the New Testament, the Torah, the Book of Mormon and the Book of Abraham. The Book of Abraham’s source papyri survive, so its human origin is known, and it serves as the battery’s known standard. Tests 2 and 3 add controls in the Quran’s own language and century, named in their chapters.

[image: Diagram. The Qur'an; benchmark; New; Testament; The Torah; Book of; Mormon; Book of; Abraham; Channelled; text]
Each test returns one of three results: Pass, Partial or Fail. A dash marks a test that does not apply to a text. Chapter 10 gathers every result into one scorecard.

[image: Diagram. Pass; The test is met.; Partial; Met in part.; Fail; The test is not met.]
Read the scorecard across each row. A strong result on one test can be luck. A row where separate tests agree is a pattern, and the pattern is the finding.

The standard of proof

The standard is the forensic one: beyond reasonable doubt. It is the point at which every innocent explanation has been examined and set aside, and one account of the evidence remains. It falls short of certainty, and the book claims no more than it reaches. The conclusion can be overturned, and the book says exactly what new evidence would overturn it. It is reached in the open, so a reader who disputes it knows where to look.

Authorship, and What Follows

The book claims an authorship. It argues, on the evidence, about who could have produced a given text. Volume III identified that Author, and Volume IV set out what He has said. The tests carry the reader to that point. What the reader then believes or does is the reader’s own decision, as the Quran itself requires (2:256).

[image: Diagram. What it claims; An authorship.; Who could have produced the text.; What follows; What the Author asks, set out in Volume IV.; The response is the reader’s own.]



Chapter One

The Instrument

Why the test is built, in public, before any text is examined

A claim of revelation is the boldest thing a human being can say about a text. It says the words did not begin in any human mind. No person composed them, reasoned them out or felt them into being. They came from a source beyond human reach. Every scripture that has gathered a civilisation around it makes some form of that claim. On its face, the claim is either the most important fact about the text or the most consequential lie. There is very little room between the two.

For most of history the claim has been argued in the temple and the seminary. Devotion speaks on one side and polemic on the other. People ask which scripture moves them, which they were raised in, and which they would prefer to be true. Those are real questions, but they cannot settle this one. This book moves the claim into the room built for disputed authorship. There, evidence decides and preference counts for nothing.

Consider a will challenged in probate, an anonymous threat, a manuscript of uncertain hand, or a confession someone now disowns. When a document’s author is in doubt, nobody takes a vote on the answer they would like. We open a file. We gather what can be established independently of anyone’s wishes. We test each explanation against the record, and we follow the evidence to whichever author it names, welcome or not. That is the stance of this book, held across every text it examines. The question is never which revelation we would choose. It is which one the evidence will bear.

The one question on trial

A forensic answer is only as valuable as its question is narrow, so precision about what is on trial matters. Which religion is most beautiful, most consoling or most socially benign is a vast question. So are the weighing of creeds, the ranking of moral codes and the question of salvation. A fraud examiner’s tools have little to say about most of them, and this book leaves them aside.

It asks one narrow, hard and answerable question. Of the texts that present themselves as revelation, which could a human being have produced, and which could not? That is a question about authorship and nothing else, closer to forensics than to theology. Its narrowness is its strength. It is the one question on which a claim of revelation stakes its life. Set aside the doctrine, the ethics and the promise of the hereafter. A claim of divine origin then comes down to one testable statement: no human author could account for this text. If that statement fails, the text may still stand as literature, as law, or as a people’s moral inheritance. It no longer stands as revelation. If the statement holds, every other question about the text moves onto new ground.

One fact about the texts belongs here, as a fact rather than a finding. At least one text in this study invites the very examination this book conducts. The Quran stakes its case on its internal coherence, and it invites its readers to search it for contradiction. It also challenges anyone who doubts its origin to produce something like it. That is the text’s own stance. Whether that stance matters is for the reader to weigh after the tests are run.

Why a fixed test, built in advance

The shelves are full of comparisons between scriptures. Every one I have been able to examine is built like a tailored suit: fitted in advance to a single body.

Take two honest and capable examples, each fair on its own terms. A Christian cold-case detective examines the Gospels for the marks of reliable eyewitness testimony: corroboration, incidental detail and unflattering admission. He finds them strong. They are strong on that measure, because eyewitness testimony is exactly what the Gospels present. A Muslim scholar examines the Quran for literary inimitability and structural perfection, and finds it without rival. On that measure it is formidable, because that is the Quran’s home ground. Each examiner is right, and neither has answered the other. The contest never resolves, because the two are not running the same race. Each has drawn his own finish line, and each crosses it first.

A fair contest needs a fixed test more than a better-motivated judge. The test is built before the results are known. It is applied in the same way to every text, scored against criteria stated in advance, and open to anyone’s inspection. A laboratory calls this a blind assay. Research calls it pre-registration: stating the method and the criteria before the data are examined. An honest investigation calls it deciding what would count as guilt or innocence before you know whose case is in front of you. The worth of this book rests on building that test first, in plain view. Only then, with the rules already on the table, do the texts walk through it one by one.

The order matters. An examiner who studies the results first and then decides which tests to count has run no test at all. He has drawn a target around an arrow already in the wall. The temptation is rarely outright dishonesty. It is the ordinary habit of reaching for the measure that flatters what one already believes, remembering the tests one’s own side passes and quietly mislaying the rest. The guard against it, in a laboratory, a courtroom or a book, is to commit to the criteria in advance, in writing. Then they can be held against you when the answers prove inconvenient. That discipline binds the author first of all.

The choice that shapes the book: tests of origin

The book turns on one choice, and I make it in the open. Two families of test can be run on a scripture. They answer two different questions, and the two are often, and conveniently, confused.

The first family asks whether the text reached us intact. How many manuscripts survive, and how early? How closely do the copies agree? How trustworthy are the chains that carried the words across the centuries? Call these transmission tests. They are real, and they matter. They measure the quality of a text’s journey, and they reward whichever scripture has the most abundant and earliest paper trail. The detective’s reliability test belongs to this family, and it suits a narrative of eyewitnesses.

The second family asks the deeper question for our purpose: could the stated author have produced this text in the first place? What marks does it carry of the mind and the means behind it? When was it made, by how many hands, from what materials, and within what limits of knowledge? Call these origination tests.

[image: Diagram. Transmission; Did it reach us intact?; Measures the journey.; Origination; Could the stated author have produced this?; This book is built here.]
Here the book turns. A claim of revelation is a claim about origin. It says ‘no human being authored this’, which is a different claim from ‘this reached you in good condition’. Only a test of origin speaks to it. So the book is built, deliberately and throughout, on the origination family.

The two families depend on each other at one point. Several origination tests, especially the fingerprint and the architecture, work on the text as we now have it. If the record shows that text was substantially altered after its claimed origin, those tests are reading a later object. That is why the chain of custody runs first. It does not decide the origination verdict. It sets the conditions under which the origination tests work. A text whose transmission is seriously contested carries into those tests a question they cannot resolve on their own.

A reader is entitled to ask whether this choice favours my own tradition. On transmission, the New Testament has a larger early Greek manuscript count than any other ancient text, and I grant that abundance in full. The Quran’s strength in transmission lies elsewhere. It has a continuous tradition of memorisers from the time of the Prophet ﷺ onward. Its earliest manuscripts also converge on a single written original, which points to a single origin, and Chapter 3 examines it. But the test is built on transmission for neither text. It is built where the claim of divine origin is actually decided. A test you cannot lose proves nothing, and a rigged verdict is worth nothing.

Running the two families side by side makes the difference plain. The Gospel narratives may score strongly on transmission: early manuscripts, copies that corroborate one another, careful chains of transmission. On origin, the same narratives raise hard questions about who wrote them, when, and through how many editorial hands. The Quran has a thinner early manuscript trail. Yet it shows features of origin that are hard to trace to any human hand of the period: one hand throughout, with none of the seams of a composite text, an architecture sustained at scale, and statements that outrun their century. The two families pull in opposite directions because they weigh different things. A book that tests a claim of divine origin must say which family it uses, and choose the one the claim is about.

Authorship forensics: a tested courtroom tool

Asking whether a stated author could have produced a text is ordinary forensic work, with a long and tested record in court. The disputed essays of the Federalist Papers were assigned to Madison rather than Hamilton by the statistical fingerprints of word choice. The Unabomber’s manifesto was matched to his private letters by the same discipline, and it put a man in prison. A praised debut crime novel was traced to a famous author writing under a borrowed name. The quiet, unconscious habits of her prose gave her away. None of this depended on anyone’s faith. Each case turned on one sober question: is this the kind of text the proposed author could and would have produced?

This book brings that family of tools to scripture: forensic document examination, stylometry (the statistical study of writing style), the analysis of anachronism, the offender profile, and the patient building of a case from independent strands. Beyond Human Design, Volumes I to IV, applied the discipline in full to a single text. This book keeps the discipline and widens the field. It turns the same tools on several claims of revelation at once, and holds each to the same standard.

Seven tests, and the four questions they close

There are seven tests. Each isolates one way a human hand gives itself away, or fails to. Seven are needed to close the four questions any investigation of a disputed document must answer. Where did the words come from, and how were they carried? Tests one to three cover origin and internal integrity. What errors does the text commit, and which does it avoid? Tests four and five cover these. Is the material the author’s own? That is test six. When every alternative author has been set aside, who is left? That is test seven. A reader who thinks an eighth test is needed is welcome to add one, on one condition: it must be applied to every text on the same terms. Each test has its own chapter later, where the whole field is run through it. Here the seven are set out together, so the shape of the whole is visible first.

One: chain of custody. Does the text trace back to a single point of origin? Or does its own history show a fluid, edited, layered tradition, still taking shape long after its claimed moment of revelation? A clean transmission record is consistent with divine origin. A record of growth and revision is the mark of a human document built over time.

Two: architecture. Is the text held together by real design, on a scale and with a consistency that one author working under ordinary conditions could not plausibly impose and sustain? Most texts have a beginning, a middle and an end. Very few have an architecture that behaves as if it were engineered.

Three: the fingerprint. What does the study of style reveal? One author or many? A style that develops smoothly, or one that breaks at seams? An original voice, or a patchwork stitched from older sources? Style is the most involuntary thing a writer produces. That makes it the hardest to fake and the most revealing to examine.

Four: the forger’s tells. Does the text contain objects, ideas or translations impossible for its claimed time and source? Does it hold anachronisms that place its true composition elsewhere? Where a physical source survives, does the translation match what the source actually says? This is the most decisive of the seven, because it can settle a case on its own.

Five: correspondence with the made world. Where the text makes checkable statements about the physical world, do they hold against what has since been established independently? A human author is bound by the knowledge of his age. A claim to a source free of that age can be tested exactly where it touches the facts.

Six: borrowed pages. Is the material lifted, in substance or word for word, from texts that already existed? If so, is the borrowing open or disguised? Dependence on earlier sources is not fatal on its own. Concealed, wholesale dependence is the clear mark of human compilation rather than fresh revelation.

Seven: eliminate, profile, match. Can any human explanation account for all the evidence at once? The verdict of this test rests on that elimination. Chapter 9 then reads what the result points to: a profile of the author the evidence requires, set beside the author the text names for itself. This is the decisive step for each text, and the one where Volumes I to IV did their deepest work.

How each test is scored, and what a Pass means

Each test returns Pass, Partial or Fail, measured against criteria fixed before the text is examined and printed where the reader can hold me to them. A dash marks a test that does not apply to a text. No single test decides a case on its own, with one partial exception. On the fourth test, a documented physical contradiction can settle a matter by itself. A forensic case is built like a rope, from many strands. None would bear the weight alone, and together they will not break. The case is cumulative, and agreement between tests is the point. One anomaly is a curiosity. Seven tests pointing the same way, six of them probing different properties, are a finding.

Passing all seven establishes one thing only: human authorship is not a tenable explanation of the text. That is a narrow finding, and an honest test states its limits. A passing scorecard establishes no creed. It proves no particular theology, settles no dispute between communities, and tells no one how to live or pray. But the narrow finding is the threshold a claim of divine origin must clear before anything else about the text can be discussed. Almost nothing in the history of human writing clears it. Reaching it removes the easiest objection, and the real questions begin there.

A test that has failed a text in public

The quickest way to know whether a test measures anything is to confirm that it can register failure. A test every contestant passes is a ceremony. So the field in this book includes, on purpose, a text whose forensic failure is already on the public record.

Joseph Smith said he translated the Book of Abraham from Egyptian papyri. In 1966 those papyri resurfaced in a museum, and people qualified to read them could at last do so. Egyptologists read the characters as an ordinary funerary text: a standard breathing permit prepared for a dead man named Hor. They included Latter-day Saint scholars who had every reason to wish for a different result. The papyri bear no relation to the narrative Smith published in their name. The fourth test fails this text cleanly, on physical evidence, with the source document in hand. The case is here to show the test working in full view, and to wound no one’s faith. A test that can register that failure can be trusted when it registers a pass. The whole line-up follows the same principle: a benchmark, a documented failure that serves as the known standard, controls in the Quran’s own language for the tests that need them, and the major
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