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Ali Noel Vyain


Page of Swords

Madeline left the house to take a little walk around the neighborhood. Eliot was in the greenhouse listening to music as he crafted herbs for orders. Alice stood in the tarot reading room shuffling the special deck. She set the deck down and drew the top card.

She blinked as she looked at it. It was the Page of Swords. She left the room and walked upstairs to her bedroom. She sat down at her desk and found the corresponding cards in her decks. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She started to jot down notes.

Before she had realized it, her aunt was cooking in the kitchen. Alice blinked and set her pen down. She left her room to go downstairs and into the kitchen. She stopped and waited for Madeline to notice.

Madeline didn’t turn her head. “Hi, Alice. What is the card of the day?”

“The Page of Swords.”

“Ah, okay. So, does the card always represent a person?”

Alice smiled. “No, it can also represent an event, which I think some people tend to forget. Court cards can be people, but they can also be events. For people, they can be the questioner or someone else. It all depends upon the reader, the deck and the other cards which come out.”

Madeline nodded. “Very good. That is something to remember when doing readings with court cards. What is the upright meaning?”

“The upright meaning can mean a spy and vigilance. It can be a person who will complete a task regardless of the danger. It can mean communication and rational thoughts. It can mean having discernment to see beyond the surface.”

Madeline nodded. “What of the reverse meaning?”

“The opposite of all the qualities in the upright meaning. It can also be criticism and reckless betrayal. Or robberies, plots and unjustified gossip.”

Madeline nodded. “Very good. You can get another card tomorrow.”

Eliot walked into the kitchen and set the table. Alice grabbed drinks. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down to eat. No one spoke as it wasn’t necessary and they just wanted to eat for now.

When they were done, Madeline left to deal with some clients and give tarot readings. Eliot and Alice washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen.

“Alice, are you busy after this?”

She shook her head.

“Good because we have more orders and people really want your toiletry items.”

Alice smiled. “Then let’s get to it.”

They finished in the kitchen and then went to the greenhouse. Eliot turned on some music and pulled up orders. Alice was glad there was a good sized screen up in the greenhouse now near the shelf where they kept their crafted items on ready for orders. It was a touch screen and so it was easy to highlight and find which items she needed to make and when they were due by.

They crafted their items and labeled them when they were finished with each one. Eliot had set up a few boxes for orders and they were able to package up the items for each order in time for the delivery person to pick them up.

Alice and Eliot were so used to working with each other that they didn’t always have to say anything out loud. They kept everything organized and so it never took long to find whatever they needed when they needed those items.

The delivery person came and Eliot handed them the boxes that were sealed, labeled and ready to go. The delivery person accepted the boxes with a smiled and loaded them up on their vehicle. As they were leaving, Eliot noticed someone in the distance trying not to be noticed.

Eliot sighed. “Alice, do you see that person just beyond that hedge?”

She nodded. “It’s Heath and he’s spying on us.”

“That’s what I was afraid of. Why is he back now?”

Alice sighed. “I got the Page of Swords today and the card represents a spy or spying.”

“That figures. Where’s Madeline?”

Alice looked and listened. “I think she’s taking a nap again.”

“Great. So, we have to deal with him without her.”

The neighborhood cats were out and about. They stared at the young elves and blinked. The cats turned and ran towards Heath. They stopped in front of him hissing and growling at him.

Eliot smiled. “I do love those cats.”

Alice smiled too. “So, do I. They seem to show up when we need them. Makes me think we should adopt one of them.”

“I don’t know how Madeline will feel about that.”

“You know, I don’t either. She does talk to the neighborhood cats, but I don’t recall her ever living with one before.”

“She’s never had one since I’ve been here. I’m guessing she might not like pets because of how destructive they can be.”

“That’s probably true. She does like order.”

Heath tried to shoo the cats away, but they kept at him. The cats managed to herd him closer to Alice and Eliot. They stared at him.

Heath blinked. “Uh, hi, Alice.”

Alice frowned. “What are you up to now?”

“Nothing. Just keeping an eye out for you. Your mother is worried about you.”

Alice sighed. “Seriously?”

Heath nodded. “Yeah, she asked me to check up on you and report back.”

The cats continued to hiss and growl and kept the werewolf stuck where he was.

Eliot frowned. “And then what? Were you going to kidnap her and force her to live with her mother again?”

“Well, her mother is just concerned and wants to help her out. Mrs. Flowers says she can look after Alice better than anyone else.”

Alice said, “Well, she lied. She can’t do anything to help me. She just makes everything worse because she doesn’t care what I need. All she really wants is to remake me in her image. You’re just as bad as she is and I’m not surprised you’re working with her now.”

Heath stepped backwards as if he had been hit. “What? Your mother and I love you and want what’s best for you.”

Eliot said, “I doubt either of you know what love is or what Alice needs.”

Heath sighed. “I see you’re going to be a problem. You’re standing in the way between Alice and me.” He puffed out his chest.

Alice said, “Back off, Heath. You’re out of line.”

Madeline blinked in the sunlight. She could sense something was wrong. She got out of bed and walked out of her room, downstairs and out the front door. “Oh, it’s you again. Heath, you’re just here to cause trouble. You haven’t learned that we don’t want you here.”

The cats hissed and growled more. They surrounded the werewolf and he couldn’t leave the spot he was standing on.

“Why are you all picking on me? I’m just here to keep an eye on Alice.”

Eliot said, “And in league with Mrs. Flowers to kidnap Alice and force her to live with her mother again.”

Madeline frowned. “Really? Neither of you have learned anything at all. Alice is here by choice. She could leave at any time and she hasn’t. Ergo, I think she likes being her. She is gainfully employed and quite happy to live here. You coming here to spy on her and threaten to take her against her will is completely wrong.”

Heath scoffed. “Alice doesn’t know what she needs and her mother does.”

Madeline rolled her eyes. “My sister doesn’t know anything if she thinks she know what her daughter needs. Alice has everything she needs here and she never complains. She studies hard and crafts toiletries that people want. I couldn’t keep up with the demand that has occurred since she’s been crafting items people like and need in many cases.”

Heath’s eyes widened. “What? Alice is happy working? Her mother told me she was playing whore to Eliot.”

Madeline sighed. “My sister played whore and used sex as a way to control and manipulate the men in her life. Alice doesn’t do that. If she did, I would have pick that up long before now from her.”

Alice raised an eyebrow. “Manipulating men through sex sounds quite sick to me.”

Madeline said, “It is. That’s why I never did it.”

Alice said, “I don’t want to do that either. I want something healthy.”

Heath looked between Alice and Madeline and didn’t know what to do. The two women stared him down as did Eliot. Heath blinked and shapeshifted. The cats scattered as the wolf ran off.

Madeline smiled. “About time he did that. Some people just don’t learn now matter what. They keep second guessing those of us who speak our truth.”

Alice said, “Those are the people who can’t accept what the truth is. They want to remain in denial because for them it feels safe. I think it’s just bad to deny the truth. We aren’t meant to be exactly the same. I see nothing wrong with diversity.”

Eliot smiled. “That’s actually a good and healthy thing.”

Alice smiled. “Well, I find it helps me to get another point of view if I’m stuck. Listening to the same old things doesn’t help me. I know too many people who don’t get that part. They couldn’t understand why I didn’t want to do things the way they thought I should. They couldn’t understand why their method wasn’t working for me.”

Madeline nodded. “Those are the people who just don’t get it period. I’m tired of people like that.”

Alice said, “So am I. I am glad I’m here doing work I enjoy with people I love.”

Eliot smiled.

Madeline raised an eyebrow. “I feel I’m missing something.”

Alice smiled. “No, you aren’t. You know what’s happening between Eliot and me.”

Madeline laughed.
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