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I am excited to bring out this book which I seriously see as ultra-science. Need for writing the book stemmed from my own need for clarity around universal Dharma, which remains shrouded in the esoteric term Yajña. Yaksha in the Mahabharata checked with Yudhishthira, namely: 


How a man enjoying objects, intelligence, respect and esteem in the worlds—breathing—still does not live! 


The reply given by Yudhishthira was reiteration of the Manu Smriti verse (3.72).​[1] This book centres on that verse only.

All of us cherish the Bhagavad Gita (or the Gita) as a great book that has inspired and transformed thousands of people over time. But do we really appreciate her true significance? When we scratch ourselves a bit deep, we find to our horror that we do not. The Gita has extolled Karma Yoga and Yajña. The third chapter of the Gita revolves around Karma Yoga only and prescribes Yajña as sole means to salvation. Not only that, for Prajapati (Creator), the creation course itself is designated as Yajña. Prajapati ordained Yajña for created beings to observe for their well-being (3.9-16 passim.). Verse 18.5 (ibid.) admonishes us that the triad Yajña-Charity-Tapas​[2] are never to be neglected; these are declared as obligatory, indispensable. However, we in our naivety summarise teaching of the Gita as Do your duty. But hardly we know what to do and how! This difficulty is not unique to laypersons like us, but to learned as well—this has been particularly pointed out in verse 4.16 ibid.

We do not know duty because we do not understand Yajña. Another error that we commit is we try to choose duties—such belief is rejected by the Gita every now and then. Duties are called there as ordained (niyata​[3]). Again, the Brahmanas and the Vedas (sacred text) and Yajñas are categorically referred to as enjoined (vihita) by Supreme Brahman long ago, at creation.​[4]

So Yajñas or duties need to be well understood before we contemplate their undertaking.

Actually, we have muddled the simple message of the Gita in our own stories to the point that we have gone tangentially off the Gita (and Vedic scriptures). We hear that Lord Krishna (krsna) lifted Govardhana mountain on his finger in a showdown against god Indra. No doubt, he would have done that as part of Dharma or duty to save villagers from deluge. But we miss out on how deep down the Lord saw things. He is seen as the greatest or as Avatar, but he himself extolled the indivisible, seamless unity as vision of the wise and as knowledge of Sattvic (real, liberating) quality.​[5] 

Then how can he see, and how can he be seen by us, in degrees like greater or greatest, in the face of ‘no second’ (Advaita) reality? His fight or rivalry with god Indra too becomes a mortal viewpoint, a drama, or dream. This view has the support of the Rig Veda (10.54.2).​[6]

In chapters 9 and 10 of the Gita, the Lord uses a range of Vedic terms to describe Self. Those terms should particularly be heeded to arrive at his true, cherished perspective. The Lord says:


I am Kratu; I am Yajña; I am Svadhâ; 

I am (nourishing and healing) herb; 

I am Mantra (sacred Vedic text); 

I am sacrificial butter; I, the Fire; 

I, the object of Yajña (i.e. huta). ... I am worth-meditating, purifier and sacred syllable Om; 

And the Rik, Sama and Yajur (verses).​[7] 

Among the Vedas, I am Sama Veda.​[8] 

Among the Sama songs, I am Brihat Sama; 

Among (holy) metres/verses, I am Gayatri.​[9]


Here Lord Krishna calls himself the Vedas; among Vedas, the Sama Veda; among Sama songs, the Brihat Sama. What that Brihat Sama is! 

When in naivety we evade such details, we miss out on the mystic meaning. Below is given the Brihat Sama. It comprises of two verses:

त्वा꣡मिद्धि हवा꣢꣯महे सा꣣तौ꣡ वाज꣢꣯स्य का꣣र꣡वः꣢। 

त्वां꣢ वृ꣣त्रे꣡ष्वि꣢न्द्र꣣ स꣡त्प꣢तिं꣣ न꣢र꣣स्त्वां꣢꣫ काष्ठा꣣स्व꣡र्व꣢तः॥809

स꣡ त्वं न꣢꣯श्चित्र वज्रहस्त धृष्णु꣣या꣢ म꣣ह꣡ स्त꣢वा꣣नो꣡ अ꣢द्रिवः। 

गा꣡मश्वँ꣢꣯ र꣣꣬थ्य꣢꣯मिन्द्र꣣ सं꣡ कि꣢र स꣣त्रा꣢꣫ वाजं꣣ न꣢ जि꣣ग्यु꣡षे꣢॥810

What must be noted here is that the Sama is addressed to and is in praise of god Indra, so he showers blessings on the chanter. Once again, how can the Lord who loves this Sama as his soul harm or subdue Indra? This should be enough to shake our delusions and fancies off. 

A disturbing concern of present times is that we have become libertine and unscrupulous. We do call ourselves religious but lack in appreciation of underlying principles and falter in practice. Former Acharyas (kind teachers and commentators) honestly and selflessly captured and communicated the ancient tradition so we
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