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			Prologue

			A Tale of Two Kibbutzim

			Saturday, October 7, 2023

			Kibbutz Kfar Aza, Israel

			In the early morning of October 7, thousands of Hamas terrorists stormed over and through Israel’s border wall and fanned out into various communities.

			Around 6:30 a.m., dozens of the terrorists reached Kfar Aza, a kibbutz, or farming community, of about 750 people located a mile from the Gaza border.

			The community was “not prepared for the wave of attackers,” as a reporter later noted.1

			“The terrorists, wielding assault rifles and grenades, ruthlessly shot dead screaming families as they begged for their lives before setting fire to their homes,” the reporter added.2

			They slaughtered at least forty babies and young children,3 burning and decapitating some of these victims.4

			They murdered men, women, and children in their beds and over their breakfast dishes. One journalist who visited the scene of the massacre saw milk and coffee still sitting on kitchen tables; the floors were smeared with blood.5

			A Hamas terrorist shot and killed one father who was holding his three-year-old daughter. The father’s dead body fell on top of the child, who crawled out covered in his blood. Hamas kidnapped the three-year-old.6

			After hiding from the terrorists for five hours, a twenty-two-year-old woman texted her family to ask, “Where is the army?”7

			Another Kfar Aza resident contacted her son, telling him to alert the Israel Defense Forces. “But the army didn’t come fast, we waited for a long time,” she later said.8

			That woman was more fortunate than the first. When the army finally arrived—twenty hours after the attack began—they found her still hiding.

			But Hamas had located the twenty-two-year-old woman long before the Israeli military came on the scene. The terrorists killed her.9

			In all, some sixty innocent Israelis were murdered, and another seventeen were taken hostage.10

			The people of Kfar Aza apparently offered no armed resistance to the Hamas murderers.

			Saturday, October 7, 2023

			Kibbutz Mefalsim, Israel

			Only a few miles from Kfar Aza, a man named Moshe Kaplan was driving past the main entrance of his kibbutz, Mefalsim, when Hamas terrorists opened fire on his car.11

			Kaplan headed the volunteer security force at Mefalsim, a kibbutz of about one thousand people. He sent a voice text to the other members of his small security team, saying, “There’s a shooting in the village from the gate!”

			As the terrorists blew open a pedestrian gate and poured into the kibbutz, Kaplan raced home and grabbed his rifle. Then he headed to another gate, where he found that more Hamas terrorists had penetrated the kibbutz’s security fence. More than two dozen attackers had entered. They had come prepared: they carried rifles, grenades, explosives, and detailed maps of the kibbutz.

			Moshe Kaplan sent another voice text trying to reach the rest of the security team. He begged the men to hurry. Nineteen minutes had passed since he sent his first message. However, as he watched terrorists come into the kibbutz, he knew he needed to confront them right away.

			By himself. With a gun.

			Kaplan began firing at Hamas from behind a garbage bin. A terrorist threw a hand grenade at him, but amazingly, it didn’t detonate.

			Meanwhile, the other security volunteers were grabbing their own weapons. One had been out camping with his family when he heard alarms. He rushed his wife and children home and then headed out with his rifle. He came upon four terrorists, ducked a grenade, and began firing. He killed two of the terrorists and sent the other two running.

			Another volunteer, a landscape architect by profession, approached the kibbutz’s main gate and saw a group of terrorists. When he started firing his weapon, the Hamas fighters fled. Later he sent two more terrorists scurrying and caused a third to abandon a stolen forklift.

			In another part of the kibbutz, a resident with a handgun fired at Hamas from his window. This man wasn’t even part of the security team, but because he had a gun, he joined the patrol.

			This group intercepted terrorists who had loaded farm workers onto a tractor at gunpoint. The terrorists fled as soon as a volunteer fired his gun.

			Watching Mefalsim’s southern perimeter from their homes, three other volunteers spotted about a dozen terrorists in a truck, and two more on a motorcycle, racing toward the kibbutz’s security fence. One of the Israelis, who was fifty-two years old, called another and vowed, “We will die on the fence. No one is entering the kibbutz.”

			The terrorists were more than a hundred yards away from the fence, and these three Israelis hadn’t been trained to shoot at that distance. They opened fire anyway, causing the motorcycle to turn around and terrorists to leap off the truck and hit the ground, some wounded.

			At first, the security team “believed they had to hold off the insurgents long enough for the Israeli army to arrive,” The Wall Street Journal reported. But once they understood that soldiers wouldn’t be coming quickly, “they realized they would have to fight alone.”12

			Mefalsim was an outlier on that horrible day; not a single resident was killed inside the kibbutz. About a dozen civilians had protected their community of one thousand people from terrorists who otherwise slaughtered men, women, and children with abandon.

			How did these Israelis do it? They had guns and they could access the weapons quickly to take out or deter attackers.

			But why was Mefalsim an outlier? Why were so many other Israelis helpless in what became the biggest massacre of Jewish civilians since the Holocaust?13

			As you will see in this book, the answer is simple and tragic: too many Israeli citizens lacked their own privately-owned firearms because of a combination of Israeli policies that discourage private gun ownership. Why? First, Israeli policies made private gun ownership incredibly rare. Second, many Israelis became indifferent to their own self-defense because they thought the government would protect them.

			
			
		

	
		
			Chapter 1

			Israel Forgot

			After the Palestinian terrorist group Hamas launched a surprise attack against mostly unarmed Israeli citizens in October 2023, one question kept running through my mind.14

			The question was this: Why do governments pass laws preventing their citizens from protecting themselves when those same governments can’t protect their citizens?

			This is a lesson that Israelis had to learn the hard way, tragically. Some 1,200 innocent people lost their lives.15

			And the Israelis aren’t the first to recognize too late the importance of armed citizens.

			These experiences have left me wondering whether we in the United States will continue to uphold a longstanding tradition that a free people must preserve the individual right to bear arms including the private right to self-defense. No matter how strong the military and police forces are, you and I need to be able to protect ourselves.

			This is a lesson that should be simple. But for many people, apparently it’s not.

			Not when anti-gun activists in the United States insist that the Second Amendment’s individual right to bear arms is a “relic.”16 Not when they try everything within their power to destroy the constitutional right to carry arms, and even ban entire classes of ordinary firearms already owned by millions of Americans.

			The Israelis had to be reminded of the importance of civilian armed self-defense—and reminded the hard way—through a violent, horrifying experience.

			You might think Israel wouldn’t need reminders. After all, the country was founded and built by Jews, many of whom were direct descendants of murdered victims of the Holocaust, a Holocaust that began with government actions intended to rob those Jews of private arms and their right to self-defense. And Israel has had compulsory military service since its founding in 1948, so most Israelis are well acquainted with firearms. The region has long been a powder keg, with the threat of violence a part of everyday life going back decades.

			But Israel has never had an equivalent to the Second Amendment. Its laws have tightly restricted the ownership and use of firearms. Israel adopted virtually the entire wish list of America’s anti-gun lobby.

			As The Jerusalem Post observed back in 2016, gun ownership in Israel has been “treated like a highly regulated privilege, not a right.” The paper explained, “[t]o buy a gun, Israelis must obtain a license via the Public Security Ministry, which they can only get if they meet certain criteria, and can only buy guns at licensed gun shops.”17 The Israeli government denied about 40 percent of applications for gun licenses.18

			Put it this way: Israel’s gun laws were as restrictive as anything you’d find in the bluest of blue states in America.

			Not surprisingly, relatively few Israelis had private firearms. The New York Times reported that only about 150,000 citizens had gun licenses.19 That’s only about 1.5 percent of the population.20 Thirty-two percent of American adults own firearms and 40 percent of American adults live in a home with a firearm.21

			But yes, you read the Israeli figure correctly. That figure is even more incredible given that Israel is surrounded by tens of millions of Arabs, living in nations that are potential enemies of Israel.

			A global survey in 2017 estimated that Israel had only 6.7 civilian-owned firearms per one hundred people.22 To give you some context, that figure put Israel behind 107 other nations. American gun-control activists love to point to certain countries as paradises, especially New Zealand and Australia. Well, New Zealand had almost four times as many guns per capita as Israel did. Australia had more than double Israel’s figure.

			Israeli governmental authorities were apparently so concerned about keeping weapons out of civilian hands near the Gaza border that a few years ago they started taking away rifles from civilian security teams.23 These civilian squads are supposed to help guard Israel’s dangerous border areas. But allegedly due to a “fear of theft,” their weapons were taken from their hands.24 One member of a local security force stated that he and the rest of the security detail used to keep their weapons at home, but then the “weapons were placed in a vault in the center of the Kibbutz, [and] during the Hamas invasion no one had the opportunity to reach it.”’25

			Thus, some of these teams were “essentially unarmed during Hamas’s invasion,” The Times of Israel reported. The report quoted one civilian security team member as saying that the Israeli military “took our rifles recently, they left us with just a few.” The civilian added, “[w]e repelled a Hamas commando terror cell with just pistols.”26

			But look at what happened in Israel after Hamas attacked:

			•Israel’s Minister of National Security, Itamar Ben-Gvir, issued an emergency declaration loosening gun laws “to allow as many citizens as possible to arm themselves.”27

			•The relaxed rules would allow another four hundred thousand people to qualify to carry a gun.28 In other words, in the space of twenty-four hours, the government agreed to nearly quadruple the number of civilians who could legally own a firearm.

			•The minister also announced that the government was distributing ten thousand “assault rifles” to civilian defense teams.29 You know, the same rifles that the Israeli military spent the past few years confiscating. American gun-control activists assert that “no one needs assault weapons,” but apparently Israelis disagree.30

			•The government received 256,000 applications for gun permits in roughly two months after October 7.31 In contrast, a year earlier, during the three-week period in late October 2022, there were only forty-two applications submitted.32

			•The government received more requests for gun permits between October 7 and mid-November than it had received in the previous twenty years combined.33

			•In early March 2024, an Israeli reporter who had served in the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) explained that previously “I didn’t feel the need to carry a weapon every day, but the events of October 7th changed all of that and not just for me. 300,000 Israelis have applied to acquire a firearm since October 7th.”34

			•According to the National Security Minister, as of March 2024 more than 100,000 applications had been approved since October 7 “because weapons save lives.”35 Prior to October 7, only about 150,000 people in Israel had firearms licenses.36

			•So many thousands of people descended on gun shops that lines stretched outside the buildings. Gun sellers called the demand “unprecedented.” The stores quickly ran out of certain firearms. Despite laws against price-gouging during emergencies, some popular handguns doubled in price.37 To try to keep up with all the demand, gun shops remained open well past closing times. One store even opened on the Jewish sabbath.38

			•Demand for training also surged. “The ranges where the required training takes place work from early morning until midnight,” an Israeli observed. “The phones at these places don’t stop ringing and you still have to wait more than one month to make an appointment.”39

			•Off-duty soldiers with rifles slung over their shoulders became a “common sight” on Israeli streets, as The New York Times reported.40

			•After the attacks, at least one Israeli city set up “a volunteer police force for entry control checks into the city.” This volunteer force consisted of armed citizens.41

			Does any of this sound familiar?

			It should. You saw the same “day late and a dollar short” reactions in Ukraine right before Russia invaded in February 2022:

			•Hastily loosened gun laws? Check. Ukraine’s parliament passed a law relaxing the country’s restrictive gun regulations literally hours before the Russian invasion.42 (Unlike the Hamas assault, the Russian invasion was not a sneak attack.)

			•“Assault rifles” handed out to civilians? Check. Ukraine’s president declared, “We will give weapons to anyone who wants to defend the country.”43 Within days, Ukraine’s government distributed more than twenty-five thousand automatic rifles—all to civilians.44

			•A run on gun stores? Check. Tens of thousands of Ukrainians rushed out to buy firearms.45 Lines stretched around the block, and gun shops sold out quickly.46

			In the space of about a year and a half, Ukraine and Israel made the same about-face on the importance of armed self-defense.

			The pattern is so clear that it demands a corollary to the expression “there are no atheists in foxholes.” The line should be “there are no anti-gunners when you’re being violently attacked.” Or, perhaps, the line should be “there are no anti-gunners when you are being savagely raped or murdered while your grandparents, wife, husband, or children are being kidnapped and shipped off to secret locations in hostile areas.”

			But it shouldn’t take experiencing horrific attacks to get people to understand the necessity of armed citizens—armed with guns they own, maintain, and know how to use. There is no excuse for Israelis, Americans, or anyone paying attention to fail to learn from the mistakes of others when it comes to these life-and-death situations.

			That’s why I keep asking myself, when will we finally learn this lesson?

			Ukraine’s experience should have been a wake-up call to everyone, including Americans, about the dangers of denying people their right to armed self-defense. In fact, I wrote a book calling attention to what Ukraine’s story teaches us (and should have taught Israel).47 But Israel didn’t learn.

			The essential question now is: What will we do? Will the gun skeptics in America learn from Israel’s mistakes and from Ukraine’s mistakes, and from the other examples from history that this book will reveal?

			Our country is blessed to have a written Constitution that protects the individual right to keep and bear arms. Yet prominent American leaders now push ruthlessly to subvert that private right. Ironically, many of the same politicians—including President Joe Biden and other Democrats—who have rushed to arm Israelis and Ukrainians are simultaneously working to disarm Americans.

			As a result, America is poised to destroy the precious right to armed self-defense, even as Israelis suffer the consequences of not having protected their right. Unless we wake up to the dangers of the “please, take my guns and leave me defenseless” approach, we may find ourselves paying a steep price—just as the Israelis did.

			A couple of weeks after Hamas’s October 7 attack, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said that Israel was “encouraging civilians and helping civilians to arm themselves for their self-defense.”48 But why did Israel wait so long to “encourage” and “help” the people arm themselves? It took a brutal, shocking attack by neighboring Hamas to wake up the country’s leaders.

			Israel’s experience offers the perfect case study in why we must preserve the right to bear arms. We can’t afford to learn this lesson the hard way, after it’s too late.

			Busting the Biggest Anti-Gun Myths

			What happened in Israel exploded at least a couple of myths that gun controllers want you to believe.

			Myth #1: The police and the military will protect you. You don’t need a gun.

			Back in 2012, the American academic Janet Rosenbaum held up Israel as a model for strict gun control. “Israel has well-known security concerns,” Rosenbaum wrote, “but it limits security to the professionals.” She added approvingly, “The country’s security policies are designed to keep amateurs from carrying guns in the street—even amateurs who have served 3 years in the army.”49

			This “leave it to the professionals” mindset endured in Israel. Days after the attacks, a Jerusalem gun store owner agreed when a reporter asked whether people “had always believed the Israeli army and police would protect them.”50

			How well did this approach serve the thousands of Israeli civilians killed or wounded in Hamas’s murderous October 7 assault? Res ipsa loquitur. “The thing speaks for itself.”

			A CBS News reporter described the horrors on display in footage of the attacks:

			Hamas militants lobbing a grenade into what appears to be a home bomb shelter, killing a father before he could slam the door shut. His young sons, wearing only their underwear, were splattered with blood but survived….

			In another clip, a militant stands over a man who appears to have
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