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Praise for Confronting the Resurgent Right

“Confronting the Resurgent Right strikes a careful balance between documenting the rising right and identifying strategies of resistance. Each chapter contributes something unique to the conversation. This book fills a profound gap in current political analysis of right-wing movements in Canada.”

—Tammy Findlay, Mount Saint Vincent University

“A unique combination of intersectional perspectives, all of which shed light upon the complexity of the subject. Pieces complement each other in ways that give academic ground to activism and a militant voice to objective analysis.”

—Bàrbara Molas, York University; Research Fellow, International Centre for Counter-Terrorism

“This compelling collection of essays reminds us that the rise of the far right isn’t just a frightening American phenomenon unleashed by Donald Trump. As the occupation of downtown Ottawa by the ‘freedom convoy’ revealed, the far right is active, organized, and poisonous in Canada as well, and we ignore it at our peril.”

—Linda McQuaig, Journalist and Author

“It has never been more important to work across social movements, to bring together unions and civil society groups to confront the resurgent right. This book is an invaluable tool for everyone in this country who believes in social justice, workers’ rights, human rights, and global justice. Confronting the Resurgent Right could not be more timely!”

—Judy Darcy, former CUPE president and BC’s first Minister of Mental Health and Addictions, author of Leading from the Heart
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This book is dedicated to the memory of Leo Panitch and Margrit Eichler, my master’s and doctoral supervisors, respectively. There were so many times while working on this project that I would have loved to speak with you.
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Foreword

Niigaan Sinclair

A few hours after Winnipeg police charged Jeremy Skibicki with the serial murders of Indigenous women Marcedes Myran, Morgan Beatrice Harris, and Mashkode Bizhiki’ikwe (Buffalo Woman)1—following earlier charges that he murdered Rebecca Contois—lawmakers and researchers took another look at his social media, searching for evidence of a plot.2 Weeks before, media had reported that Skibicki regularly made antisemitic, racist, and violent statements and posted videos and articles that celebrated white supremacy.3 On his online profile, for example, he declared himself an “official member of ‘Holy Europe,’” a far-right political group, also known as the Alliance of Patriotic Parallel Movements of European Folks, that—according to its website—calls for white European blood purity and “the re-Christianization of Europe and its colonies.”

A search of Skibicki’s online presence also found that he regularly supported residential school denialism. Postings included statements and the reposting of web pages on far-right websites that denied the existence of potential unmarked graves at residential schools and others that argued that survivors’ stories were lies. “The government of Canada (especially the NDP) is attempting to manipulate your emotions,” Skibicki wrote while posting a video entitled Canadian Mass Grave Hoax. In another, he posted an article entitled “Not One Corpse Has Been Found in the ‘Mass Grave’ of Indigenous Children in Canada.” The articles Skibicki posted were standard, hyperbolic, anti-Indigenous conspiracy theories full of nonsensical, unfounded, and unresearched claims, but it all meant something to Skibicki—as it does to too many Canadians.


So, a serial killer took action on what he consumed.

Far-right movements built on hate and offering one-dimensional opinions masquerading as news are not fringe. Alt-right articles and videos are available on all platforms and national news agencies and sources like The National Post, CTV, and the CBC give space at times to views and writers who rose to prominence in alt-right circles. This is no surprise: the far right isn’t new—in many ways Canada is built on racist, white supremacist, and Eurocentric views. Confronting their stubborn persistence with legitimate, time-consuming research, though, is difficult, exhausting, and like playing Whac-A-Mole: Just as one movement is slammed down, multiple more pop up puppeting the same worn and willfully ignorant talking points.

The alt-right has always been the site of privilege so, unsurprisingly, it is the haven for some of the most rich and powerful in Canadian society. It is perhaps not a surprise though to find that one can attain some of the highest political, judicial, and societal offices in Canada by holding this country’s most abhorrent principles. Among the worst of these are fantasies of some pristine time where men were men, women were women, and uncivilized, savage brown people were not “woke” and kept in their place. In terms of Indigenous peoples, the end game of these arguments leads to the conclusion that Canada’s assimilation project and residential schools were beneficial, necessary, and anyone who says otherwise is lying and looking for a handout. The outcome of hate against Indigenous peoples in Canada, however, results in what Jews, Muslims, and any other racialized group experiences: racism, violence, and genocide.

Jeremy Skibicki may have acted alone when he murdered Indigenous women, but he spent years being conditioned, encouraged, and enabled to believe Indigenous people didn’t matter. He was absolutely a psychotic killer but he was also a product of the falsehoods, propaganda, and hate he consumed and was produced by individuals with self-promoting online platforms, profiting interests in spreading hate, and even accreditation in educational institutions, governments, and media. Members of Canada’s far-right movement are therefore, in part, responsible for the violence that Jeremy Skibicki and others like him inflict.

Fortunately, the alt-right is becoming increasingly identified as what they are: conspiracy-theory movements designed to target historically marginalized groups and blame them for the failures of Western civilization. Holding individuals who lie in order to divide, harm, and inflict damage that will be felt for generations accountable is not “woke” but the responsibility of all of us to ensure the dignity and integrity of truth. Due to strong, capable research by respected, credentialed researchers—many of whom are in this anthology edited by my colleague Miriam Edelson—hatred is being challenged and identified for what it is.

It is crucial that as the world’s economic base becomes challenged by selfishness, corporate greed, and capitalism—currencies of the alt-right—we double down on what it means to be an inclusive and cooperative community of humanity. We all must be a part of societies where we interact, learn, and struggle together. This means, most of all, we follow the principle that what happens to one happens to all. Responsible, ethical, and inclusive work does not sow division, point the blame, and incite violence. Remember this when next you hear a racist comment in a speech, read an article that calls residential school survivors liars, or witness someone spreading falsehoods about the history of Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples, for harm is always collective and knows no end. We are, simply, better together, as Anishinaabe, Canadians, and humans, and we must do everything possible to live like it. Miigwech.


Notes


	1Evidence found by police later proved that Mashkode Bizhiki’ikwe’s name was Ashlee Shingoose.

	2Skibicki was found guilty of first-degree murder on all four counts on 11 July 2024.

	3CBC, “Accused Killer’s Allegedly Hate-Filled Online Presence Should Be Factored into Investigation, Trial: Experts,” CBC News Manitoba, 7 June 2022, https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/rebecca-contois-homicide-jeremy-skibicki-neo-nazi-holy-europe-1.6462730.









Introduction

Miriam Edelson

It is a time of great social and political change. Democracy is at stake and Canada is not immune to its potential demise. From the impact of tariffs on workers and small businesses, to the backpedalling by successive governments on women’s and gender equality issues, to the more brazen appearance of Neo-Nazi fight clubs and adoption of deleterious environmental policies, our country is facing difficult problems. The thought architecture of the far right poses dangers to Canada’s economy and social fabric. As several of the authors in this volume indicate, fascism is on the rise and Canadian civil society has enormous challenges to contend with.

In addition, several significant events have emboldened the resurgence of the right in Canada. The re-election of U.S. President Donald Trump in 2024 is perhaps most noteworthy. And dangerous. As I write, we are well into his second mandate and have seen his readiness to circumvent Congress while attacking courts, universities, and DEI (diversity, equity, and inclusion) programs, detaining citizens and deporting people without due process. Evidence of how quickly extreme right ideology can upend democratic norms, laws, and institutions, these practices have an impact on Canadian politics and society. For example, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., Secretary of the U.S. Health and Human Services Department and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, has embedded anti-vaccine disinformation in public health policy. Most recently, that type of health policy is spilling over to Alberta, and it certainly fuelled the trope of individual freedoms manifest in the 2022 “Freedom Convoy.”

In late January of that year, I was arriving in Ottawa to visit friends when we encountered traffic wrangles and were rerouted by the car’s GPS. We could hear the rumble of trucks rolling into town in the near distance. The noise turned out to be from the self-described “Freedom Convoy” as it entered the city. Later that day, when I saw on television the trucks draped with Confederate flags and Nazi symbols, as a Jew and a woman, I felt a deep stirring of emotion.

Like many Canadians, I was shocked, even horrified, to see swastikas and other symbols celebrating racial injustice displayed so brazenly. I have been trained in political science and sociology, and I was both fascinated and utterly repelled by what I saw. My response was visceral, a combination of fear and anger at seeing displays of hate strut so close to our seat of government. I knew instinctively that the roots of that hatred run deep.

I learned about fascism at my father’s knee. I was ten years old when he explained to me that he was not a pacifist because some forces in the world have to be fought. Fascism was one such force, and he had enlisted to fight in the Second World War because of it. My father was wounded on a beach in France, earning a Purple Heart from the U.S. Army. He was not a man who glorified his memories of the war, but he did teach us to deplore the swastika and “goose step” march of the Nazis, and what they stood for.

Back home in Toronto, I asked myself what I could do to combat the right-wing politics and conspiracy theories motivating that odd conglomeration of people converging in Ottawa. Wanting to understand more about the right, its history in Canada and elsewhere, and its deepening impact on our politics and society, I felt compelled to act and recognized it was not something I could do by myself. I decided to ask people who study the right and those who militate against it—from several different perspectives—what they thought. I asked them to write about how the resurgence of the right has affected English Canadian society and what paths of resistance might be available to people and communities who want to counter them in the struggle for effective government and public services.

In effect, I aimed to create a volume that would give voice to social movement representatives as well as academics concerned with these mushrooming issues. I wanted a book with strong evidence-based research and analysis of the genesis and modalities of the right as a basis for stories about how activists and their organizations are working against the right to develop potential road maps toward social and economic justice. The academic analysis contributes to understanding how advocacy can work; the social movement voices are informed by the academic analysis of the factual situation and represent a test of the analyses. It is in this way precisely that this book provides a unique contribution to scholarship about the rise of the right in Canada.

I started this project with two related questions: (a) how to understand the resurgence of the right in Canada, and (b) what paths of resistance can workers and communities adopt to counter the far right? I believe some meaningful answers to these questions are offered in the various essays in this book. The point is not to claim the “truth” but to spark conversations that challenge reckless conservatism. This book represents a unique approach in which intellectuals and organic intellectuals (activists) have come together to investigate a serious societal problem. It provides a combination of perspectives that shed light on the complexity of the subject in ways that give academic ground to activism and a militant voice to objective analysis. Going forward, we need to find a way to work together, to build coalitions in civil society, and to expose and counter the regressive forces that spew hate. This is now our most urgent collective task.

The book examines the impact of far-right movements primarily in English Canada, both in and outside of Parliament. It explores the right’s origins, strategies online and off-line, and the consequences of its discourse. As the authors in this volume passionately identify, the rise in far-right activities, including hate crimes, violent attacks, and the proliferation of extremist ideologies online, have dangerous implications for Canadians. Most often, these groups target marginalized communities, and particularly Indigenous peoples, women, Black and Brown people, immigrants, Muslims, Jews, and 2SLGBTQIA+ people. In addition to their extremist vitriol and worse, these groups seek to undermine our social cohesion, democratic institutions, and values of inclusivity and pluralism. The resulting destabilization to social, political, and economic systems creates fertile ground for extremist political movements to gain momentum, as Canadians’ confidence in our institutions is undermined. The extent to which some of these right-wing narratives change the civil discourse, and, essentially, give permission for viewpoints and activities that were previously unthinkable, demonstrates the normalization and mainstreaming of the right-wing program.

In fact, this trend was particularly evident in Quebec after Donald Trump’s election as president in 2016. As Quebec academic Frédérick Nadeau explains, “After January 2017, we saw a real growth in the extreme right-wing movements in Quebec. . . . First of all, the appearance of different groups . . . like La Meute, like Storm Alliance, like Soldiers of Odin, and Atalante. We started to see these groups organizing demonstrations. They were moving out of private, clandestine spaces and taking to the streets.”1

Relatedly, we have seen all across Canada, as in Europe and the United States, what Cas Mudde, an expert Dutch scholar regarding the far right now living in the U.S., calls the “mainstreaming and normalization” of the far right.2 The ascent of Pierre Poilievre and his right-wing populist ideology to leadership of the Conservative Party of Canada (CPC) in 2022 reflects this trend. Participants in the so-called “Freedom Convoy” loved him and he made a point of being seen and photographed with convoy leaders. That right-wing ideology was robust among convoy participants, and Poilievre and some other CPC Members of Parliament walked in lockstep with them. A move to the right is also in evidence since the election of the Liberal government of Mark Carney in April 2025. By deep-sixing environmental regulations, boosting military spending enormously, and backpedaling on women’s and gender equality, Carney appears to be adopting parts of the rival CPC party platform.

Canada also experiences culture wars, often with American financial support for far-right positions taken on abortion, trans rights, book bans,3 and other thorny issues. Islamophobia and antisemitism are on the rise. Along with the mainstreaming of the right, many police forces and some military personnel are tending to condone violence, siding with the far right. There have been significantly large increases in police militarization.4 We are witnessing challenges to liberal democracy that include nativist and authoritarian points of view. Included in these challenges are attacks on reproductive rights in the U.S. and disturbing encroachments on abortion access in Canada, attacks on queer and trans rights, and on diversity, equity, and inclusion training.


Terminology

Readers of this book will note that there are a variety of terms used to describe the right, including the far right, alt-right, hard right, and extreme right. Each author has selected the terms they present in their chapter, and Janet Conway, in Chapter 3, offers a user-friendly explanation of these terms. In analyzing the far right, it is also useful to distinguish, as Mudde does, between it and most right-wing parliamentary parties. He considers the far right to be hostile to liberal democracy and to be what he has called, in his book The Far Right Today, “antisystem.” He further divides the far right into two broad subgroups: “The extreme right rejects the essence of democracy, that is, popular sovereignty and majority rule. The most infamous example of the extreme right is fascism, which brought to power . . . Hitler and Mussolini. . . . The radical right accepts the essence of democracy, but opposes fundamental elements of liberal democracy, most notably minority rights, rule of law, and separation of powers. Both subgroups oppose the postwar liberal democratic consensus, but in fundamentally different ways. While the extreme right is revolutionary, the radical right is more reformist.”5

I find Mudde’s analytical framework useful in trying to understand the motivations of many Freedom Convoy participants, in particular the category of the “populist radical right.” While the extreme right is not populist as it does not claim to trust the will of the people, the radical right often is. The populist radical right relies on authoritarianism and nativism (a combination of nationalism and xenophobia) in representing the people against those who are viewed as enemies or aliens.

Readers will also note the variability in referring to queer movements: Different letters are used, reflecting both the historical evolution of the movement and the location of these authors in relation to that movement.



Deep Roots, New Threats

It is also critical we recognize that racism and misogyny have very deep roots in this country, predating the current rise of the right. Our colonial foundation as a white settler state is built upon the genocide, dehumanization, and oppression of Indigenous peoples. The direct and ongoing legacies of that colonization include racism and disproportionate amounts of violence against Indigenous peoples, and discrimination in health services, housing, and education, as well as the experience of intergenerational trauma. Developing policies and practices of decolonization that might lead to genuine reconciliation remains a significant challenge to Canadian society.6 Riley Yesno, in Chapter 2, explores the colonial foundation of Canada and its impact today vis-à-vis the ascendancy of the far right.

It is also noteworthy that the news is rife with expressions of the “parental choice” movement, demonstrating against 2SLGBTQIA+ rights, particularly those of schoolchildren. These individuals, galvanized by a rejection of trans rights in particular, oppose transgender-inclusive policies in schools and health care. They are also running candidates in school board elections, as Emily Quaile explores in Chapter 14 . Some advocate the initiation of book bans in school libraries. These views are not new. They hearken back to the 1970s when Anita Bryant actively campaigned in the United States against gays and lesbians, as she believed they were unfit to parent because their “lifestyle choices” were immoral and harmful. This has become a powerful wedge issue for the right.

Today, this movement is highly organized and strategic with organizing bodies in both the United States and Canada. In an article in The Conversation, Corinne L. Mason and Leah Hamilton state that, according to the Southern Poverty Law Center, the parental rights movement is fuelled in the United States by Moms for Liberty, “an anti-government and right-wing extremist organization with ties to white nationalists, including the Proud Boys.” Mason and Hamilton further state that “[g]roups like Action4Canada have taken up the parental rights torch in Canada. They’re calling for the end of inclusive curriculum and restricting the use of chosen names and pronouns in schools.”7 Provincial governments in Alberta, Saskatchewan, and New Brunswick have followed these trends, although the latter walked back part of its discriminatory policy after a change in government.

Interestingly, in the U.S., at the same time as the rights of schoolchildren are being contested—and transphobic individuals act under the guise of protecting children—the right is arguing to weaken child labour protections. In ten states, children are being allowed to work longer hours for lower minimum wages, and they are permitted to be employed in hazardous occupations.8 The counterposition of these two trends suggests that the right’s urgency to protect children from harm is highly selective.

In light of this kind of protest, we often hear there is increasing polarization in Canadian politics. Frequently this is viewed as a negative development. But as freelance journalist Justin Ling suggests in the Public Policy Forum report Far and Widening: The Rise of Polarization in Canada, polarization can be quite nuanced. He writes: “Polarization—in the form of competing views—is not necessarily a bad thing. If diverse voices don’t argue and compete, then the majority consensus will simply impose its will on an entire nation. . . . When voices are left out of our democratic debate, polarization can also serve as an indicator of a broader problem in the country: western alienation, racial injustice, the cultural genocide of Indigenous Peoples. . . . Our state of polarization is not defined by vigorous engagement, but of disengagement, unproductive bitterness, and impure motives”9 (emphasis added). Some authors in this volume contend that this political and social polarization has been emerging for some time and was brought into sharp relief during the convoy occupation, Canada’s pivotal moment in the broader rising landscape of the far right.

In a related vein, in 2023, news poured in about the sentencing of right-wing extremist Proud Boys and Oath Keepers (an antigovernment militia group) leaders of the 6 January 2021 insurrection at the Capitol building in Washington, DC. The prosecution stated that the attack was a calculated act of terrorism, as the crowd stormed the Capitol to thwart the peaceful transfer of presidential power. Several individuals have been convicted of seditious conspiracy, and quite hefty sentences were meted out, an attempt, I suspect, to dissuade other right-wing actors from taking similar actions.10 In the heady days of Trump’s first moments in office in 2025, he issued pardons for these dangerous people. Some months later many of the prosecutorial team whose job it had been to bring these individuals to justice, were demoted or let go from federal public service.11

At this same time, the trial of convoy leaders Tamara Lich and Chris Barber was underway in Ottawa. They were charged with mischief, obstructing police, and counselling others to commit mischief and intimidation.12 Neither expressed any remorse for their actions. Both were eventually found guilty of mischief but not of the other charges against them. Their sentences, delivered in October 2025, were considerably less than the seven and eight years recommended by the Crown. Lich and Barber received relatively light sentences of a single year of house arrest and three and a half and six months, respectively, subject to a curfew, along with 100 hours of community service.13 Pat King, another convoy organizer, was convicted of counselling mischief and obstruction of police, but while the Crown asked for a ten-year sentence, he was sentenced to only three months of house arrest, 100 hours of community service, and one year of probation. The Crown is appealing the decision.14

At present, conspiracy theories about everything from vaccines to climate challenges abound. Convoy participants were listening to a smorgasbord of start-up news outlets such as Bright Light News, Rebel News, and True North. These agencies are run by writers and broadcasters who rarely have benefited from journalistic training, and neither do they adhere to a code of ethics. Ling argues that “most concerning, they have become critical vectors for misinformation.”15 Some experts argue that conspiracy theories meet a psychological need for people under stress of difficult living conditions. A conspiracy theory provides a convenient villain for people to blame for the problems in their lives.16

Through a critical analysis of historical and contemporary examples, the authors in this volume aim to shed light on the far right’s increasingly influential role in shaping public discourse, human rights legislation, and social policy. The pivotal moment generated by the Freedom Convoy of February 2022 is treated as a case in point. For more than three weeks, thousands of big-rig trucks occupied downtown Ottawa; noxious exhaust fumes and incessant, ear-piercing honking were a prime complaint made by community residents. In addition to antigovernment narratives—which displayed shocking ignorance of the Canadian political system—COVID-19 public health measures were the protesters’ chosen target. Eventually, only the federal government’s enactment of the Emergencies Act broke the gridlock and forced participants from the streets.

Although in the report of the inquiry into the Emergencies Act issued in February 2023, Justice Rouleau called the convoy a “singular” moment, the writers herein tend to treat it as indicative of a much deeper trend in Canadian politics. As Ling wrote in Far and Widening, “The Freedom Convoy should be a wake-up call. Canadians are angry. And they are picking sides, increasingly segmenting into agitated clusters of comforting rage.”17

The February 2022 self-described “Freedom Convoy” constituted a significant turning point in the trajectory of this country’s right-wing forces. Capturing national media for over three frigid winter weeks, it also captured the imagination of many Canadians. Not the majority but a substantial number of people, many of whom were previously disinterested in politics and feeling disenfranchised, gleaned a sense of empowerment from the proceedings in Ottawa. This feeling ought not to be ignored by those of us committed to building a society characterized by social justice rather than the pursuit of individual aims. That dynamic political moment is touched upon in several essays in this collection. With analyses from different perspectives, the authors make sense of the origins and meaning of the convoy, examining its trajectory and legacy. For the broad left and centre, this question is fundamental. A part of this book is devoted to sketching out strategic solutions to the right’s resurgence, as evidenced by the convoy.

In reading and working with the essays in this volume, I learned a great deal about the origins of and stakes involved in the current resurgence of the right. There is no denying its relentless advance. The far right is impacting negatively the social cohesion of our society (see Perry, Chapter 1 in this volume). The material covered in this book provides students and others an essential social and political context for the challenge of organizing in solidarity against the right.

One of the insights shared in this book is that large numbers of Canadians are feeling left behind by globalization and economic changes. As John Clarke notes in Chapter 9, they feel disenfranchised. Often, they are experiencing precarious economic straits and can be afraid of what Claudia Leeb calls “the threat of declassing.”18 This notion can reflect the inability to get or keep a job, isolation, and alienation. The right wing tends to flourish in environments where people feel alienated by rapid cultural changes such as globalization and demographic shifts due to immigration. These issues resonated with a good number of the convoy participants and their supporters, as noted by Alex Silas in Chapter 12 . No doubt, this cluster of factors constitutes fertile organizing ground for the far right.

A number of the themes and strategic recommendations sketched by the authors in this volume overlap and reinforce one another. The impact of another Donald Trump presidency on Canada, as well as that of other authoritarian movements across the globe, is a threat to liberal democratic institutions. Public confidence in those institutions is waning, signalling a further erosion of democracy. The current wave of disdain for non-white immigration is a case in point. As Nuzhat Jafri demonstrates in Chapter 8, racism and Islamophobia settle into the populace, notwithstanding the fact that most of us derive from immigrants at some point.

Several authors in this volume present critical analyses of the right’s resurgent place in Canadian society and the concomitant challenges to liberal democracy. While scholar Cas Mudde argues that the ultimate goal of all responses to the far right should be the strengthening of liberal democracy and that the left has to step up, with unity, to do this, not everyone agrees. Laura J. Kwak in Chapter 7 in this volume, for example, writes that the roots of the right are to be found in liberal democracy itself.

The authors have documented the homophobia, Islamophobia, anti-Black racism, and antisemitism characteristic of the right in these pages. Several contributors, including Tim McCaskell in Chapter 4 and Wesley Crichlow in Chapter 5, have offered ideas for strategy and tactics meant to resist burgeoning right-wing forces. The main concern, even from the point of view of many academics, is to involve a range of organizations and agencies in the resistance to the far right. A repertoire of actions is required. Together we must build a broad social movement that involves people from all backgrounds, engaging them in education and action that will undermine the far right. Community participation and organizing in the workplace must go hand-in-hand to create a social mobilization that denies the public square to the hate-mongers. Exposing white nationalist organizing and reporting it publicly is a potent tool to keep the public informed. At a time of a spiralling radicalization and coagulating of the far right in Canada, the presence of radioactive online material must be addressed. Government regulations of Internet content must be enacted and enforced, and we must use technology to create our own networks for the dissemination of information and organizing. We also require a certain level of infrastructure and organization in order not to succumb to what Jo Freeman calls the “tyranny of structurelessness,”19 due to the lack of structure and clear decision-making protocols that some social movements have experienced in recent history.

In Ottawa, Toronto, Winnipeg, and other locations, community solidarity movements have developed and are active. Involving labour councils and civil society organizations, as well as community residents, the movements are attempting to counter the right’s venom. Communities are organizing to ensure that residents’ voices are heard and antitrans movements at schools are curtailed. Examples of successful organizing against the right are included in several chapters, notably in Robert Fox (Chapter 16) and Emily Quaile (Chapter 14).

Some writers, such as John Cartwright in Chapter 6 in this book, advance the notion of social solidarity as a means to countering the right’s backlash politics. In a related vein, Astra Taylor in the 2023 Massey Lectures suggests that insecurity is the basis for “finding connection in our common fragility and reorienting our priorities in recognition of this existential fact.”20 She argues that solidarity “is one of the most important forms of security we can possess—the security of confronting our shared predicament as humans on this planet in crisis, together.”21 As some of the authors in this book, including Alex Silas (Chapter 12) and Judy Rebick (Chapter 10), suggest, community solidarity is key to the resistance required.

I am grateful that each author in this book also explores paths of resistance to the right that might be taken up by activists in their communities. In considering the various ways and means these authors touch upon, I am struck by the urgent need for us to reach out to a broad swath of Canadians and to engage in deep, effective organizing in order to confront the right (see Edelson and Neapole, Chapter 13 in this volume). In essence, this was the purpose of the project—to gather together social movement folks and academics to investigate the right in English Canada, its origins, and resurgence, and to explore possible paths of resistance that may be forged if we can find ways to work together effectively.

As part of my research, I was fortunate to hear Marshall Ganz, the renowned American organizer and scholar, speak to a group in Toronto in November 2023. He emphasized that organizing is relational. Storytelling, he said, has the power to mobilize and inspire people. Public narrative can “translate the emotional content of our values into the resources for hope, for courage, and solidarity for the emotional work we need to do to take risks.”22 He said we must strategize and inject structure into our movements, by which he means we must “make commitments to work with each other.”

These two points are essential to our project. First, structure and organization are necessary to support successful social movements. Fredrik DeBoer, in his book How Elites Ate the Social Justice Movement, argues that the dynamism of actions in 2020 of Black Lives Matter and #MeToo, for example, suffered from a lack of organization. “The disparate threads of progressive dissatisfaction were never woven into a garment that could bear weight.”23 He believes they could not succeed fully as a result.

Second, the fact that organizing is relational means we must be willing to listen to those with opposing views. We can foster open and respectful dialogue with individuals who hold far-right views—not unlike what the organizers did during the Battle of Billings Bridge in Ottawa, as Alex Silas documents in Chapter 12 . It is important that we understand the concerns and fears of the right and address their grievances with evidence-based arguments and alternate perspectives. Engaging with them allows for an exchange of ideas and potentially challenging their beliefs.

Moreover, it is also crucial that we not overlook root causes. Focusing solely on the symptoms of far-right extremism, such as hate speech or violence, without addressing the underlying factors that contribute to its rise will not lead to long-term solutions. We need to understand and address the social, economic, and political grievances that the far right exploits, in order to understand and confront the cartography of their power.

Social movements and civil society organizations can play a critical role in countering the far right. As Peter Smith (Chapter 15) and Daniel Panneton (Chapter 17) outline, by challenging far-right movements directly, pushing back against their ideologies and messages of hate while emphasizing social cohesion, democratic values, and human rights, we can have a positive impact. Along with advocacy, civil society organizations can provide direct support to communities vulnerable to far-right threats, offering legal aid, mental health support, and measures to prevent hate crimes and other forms of harassment. Emily Quaile (Chapter 14) recounts how community organizing can build solidarity among participants and against venomous far-right actors. Will Horter, in Chapter 18, argues that in addition to dynamic social movements, we need to counter the right’s think tanks with our own. As Michelle Goldberg states, “For years, people on the left have dreamed of imitating the success of the Koch network, a plutocratic donor consortium that provides long-term investments in the right’s intellectual infrastructure. . . . Koch-funded organizations shepherd young conservatives from college to the highest rungs of American power. The Koch network’s investments in conservative ideas and activism are patient, keeping scholars, activists, and organizations going during moments that are politically unpromising, so that they can leap into action when opportunities arise.”24 In Canada, Ezra Levant and also The Manning Institute play a similar though less powerful role. At present, the left remains far from capturing this kind of influence.

A central tenet of several of the essays in this book, as asserted by Judy Rebick (Chapter 10), is the need to work across our differences. As she wrote in LiisBeth (part of Rabble), “Over my 50-year experience as an activist, I have found that the most effective way to win a battle is by making connections across differences. We are doing that less and less these days in a time of polarized, denunciating politics but we have never needed it more.”25

Unions and civil society organizations must work across difference and also confront hate and the far right. For example, as scholar and activist Riley Yesno argues in Chapter 2, to dismantle the status quo, progressive movements must work alongside—and in support of—Indigenous people. The rise of backlash politics necessitates more effective and inclusive organizing based on caring and social solidarity. Unions’ paralysis and apathy in communities can be overcome with intentional, deep organizing practices, as seen in Bernard King (Chapter 11). These can also be applied to organizing in the women’s movement, where neo-liberalism has stripped much of the cohesion and strength of earlier days.

In a time when the right is becoming mainstream, we most certainly must find a way to break down barriers between people and communities that compose the broad left and centre. With hopeful hearts we must reach out to others and provide a vision of the society we wish to live in. Often when the right comes to the fore, we allow them to define the agenda. Instead, together, we must offer an economic and social alternative that builds community and collective power. Unity empowers. We need to reclaim the agenda based on our own political programs.

And, unlike past attempts to fight fascism, we must not fall prey to division. As Jia Tolentino reports from her interview with Naomi Klein in The New Yorker, “The history of the rise of fascism is not only a history of the power and organization of the fascist right; it’s also a story of fragmentation and refusal to make coalition on the antifascist left.”26 We have an opportunity to organize differently, to welcome a broad range of movements to a united effort toward social justice. That is now certainly our most important collective task.
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Part I Neo-Liberalism, Canadian Politics, and Intersectional Approaches







1 Extreme to Mainstream: Normalizing Right-Wing Extremism

Barbara Perry

It has become a truism for many people in the West that “the world changed” on 11 September 2001 when jets flew into the Twin Towers in New York City and the Pentagon in Washington, DC. But the same refrain was widely heard in the wake of Donald Trump’s upset electoral victory on 8 November 2016. His return to the presidency in 2025 promises much the same. If 9/11 drew attention to the threat of Islamist-inspired violence, Trump’s presidency served as a flashpoint for the mobilization of right-wing extremism, not just in the U.S. but in Canada as well, rendering hateful narratives normative. His appeal to white nationalism seems to have emboldened and empowered adherents of right-wing extremism (RWE), as evidenced in myriad ways: increased visibility of far-right commentators in the media and political milieux; blatant hate speech and hate crimes; and increased activism among white power adherents. Many of these patterns were exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, during which right-wing conspiracy theories floated freely to be picked up by wide swaths of the population. I explore recent trends marking the right-wing extremist movement in Canada, highlighting the enabling climate that has allowed hate-filled fringe ideas to move into the mainstream.

A decade ago, it might have been difficult to imagine that a political leader of any stripe would have posed for photographs with known white supremacists, or that one of those known white supremacists would run for political office and garner more than 25,000 votes in a city like Toronto. Yet we have seen such patterns in recent years in Canada. It is no coincidence, then, that we have simultaneously seen a dramatic increase in an array of manifestations of hate: hate crimes up 70 percent since 2019; hate groups flourishing; online hate escalating seemingly without limits; and, of course, politicians playing into the hands of far-right activists. Hostility toward others has been allowed to flourish in an environment that is not only complicit but explicit in providing “permission to hate.” Freely circulating narratives and conspiracy theories about immigration, about COVID-19 and related health measures, about the “gay agenda” and more have rendered such heretofore fringe ideas normative. In particular, they have given rise to a new-found boldness and vibrancy among right-wing extremists in Canada.

Across North America, an array of terms is used by policy-makers, the media, and researchers to refer to the concept of right-wing extremism. Broad terms like far right, extreme right, radical right, and right-wing terrorism are common, and, in fact, often used interchangeably. More specific terms like white supremacist, white nationalist, Nazi/neo-Nazi, fascist, and alt-right have also been used as collective monikers but are perhaps most often reserved for distinct elements of the movement. The difficulty is that the movement is wide-ranging in focus and ideological orientation. In this chapter, I generally use the term right-wing extremism as what Cynthia Miller-Idriss refers to as the “best bad term.”1

Even accepting an artificial consensus on the terminology, we are left with the challenge of defining what is meant by “right-wing” extremism. There has been no shortage of attempts to define the term.2 Working specifically in the Canadian context, Barbara Perry, Ryan Gruenewald, and Ryan Scrivens3 suggest that RWE is a loose reactionary movement, characterized by a racially, ethnically, and sexually defined nationalism. This nationalism is often framed in terms of a white identity, where members of the RWE in-group promote white supremacist, white nationalist, racial separatist, and misogynistic/antiqueer beliefs. In addition, RWE is grounded in xenophobic and exclusionary understandings of the perceived threats posed by such out-groups as non-whites, Jews, immigrants, queer communities, and feminists, although the targets of enmity vary across groups. To the extent that the state is thought to pander to out-groups in such a way that diminishes the status and privilege of the in-group, it is often perceived to be an illegitimate power serving the interests of all but the white man. To this end, extremists are willing to assume both an offensive and defensive stance in the interests of “preserving” their heritage and their “homeland,” and any other in-group values that are perceived to be under threat from members of the enemy out-groups.

Given this menu of potential animating world views, it is no surprise that the extreme right movement in Canada is diverse. The term right-wing extremism as used here is best understood as an umbrella term that subsumes a wide array of distinct yet often intersecting ideological and strategic positions. Derived from the ongoing work on the Canadian landscape by Perry, Gruenewald, and Scrivens, we offer here a “typology” of the movement as it is currently characterized. This is a very different portrayal of the movement from that described in the 2015 report.4 At that time, the movement was largely populated by white supremacists, neo-Nazis, and skinheads. (See Peter Smith, Chapter 15 in this volume, regarding their recruitment and retention strategies.) Currently, the elements of the Canadian far right are much more disparate and fluid than previously, characterized less by coherent group ideologies and more by a series of sometimes discrete, sometimes overlapping grievances and hostilities. Moreover, this is not necessarily an exhaustive list; neither is it a static and immutable one. The RWE movement is in a constant state of flux with new elements emerging and old ones receding. Nonetheless, the following Figure 1.1 provides a “snapshot” of the core elements that define the movement, as I wrote in 2023.5


[image: A typological graph titled Right-wing Extremism Ideosphere shows the subgroups of right-wing extremists. The subgroups include Neo-Nazis, Lone Actors, Skinheads, the Alt-Right, Accelerationists, White Supremacists, Anti-Semitism, Christian Fundamentalism, patriots, anti-Muslim, anti-authority, Gender Defenders, ideologues, and anti-mandate.]


Figure 1.1. Typology of right-wing extremism. Source: Barbara Perry, Jeff Gruenewald, and Ryan Scrivens, eds., Right-Wing Extremism in Canada and the United States (Palgrave, 2022), 9.



Given the inclusion of such categories as “anti-authority” and “conspiracy/anti-mandate” theories, it is increasingly apparent that the ideological breadth of the RWE movement may well be matched by the breadth of its adherents. In short, more and more individuals appear to adopt elements of far-right narratives as they become normalized. In what follows, I contextualize the apparent rise in diverse manifestations of hatred, addressing the normalization of hatred and bigotry in mainstream politics. This trend has rendered a broader permission to hate that has shaped parallel forms of hate on the street. I then highlight some of the most noteworthy trends emerging within the far-right movement in Canada in the early 2020s. I close with consideration of strategies for resisting the spread and diffusion of right-wing extremist ideologies and actions.



Enabling Hate

There can be no denying that, beginning with his 2015 campaign for leadership of the Republican Party, Donald Trump ushered in a new era of blatant antipathy—racism, xenophobia, misogyny, homophobia, and transphobia—unmatched in North America.6 Throughout his campaign for leadership and for the presidency, and during both of his terms as president, he explicitly singled out racialized communities for vilification, branding Mexican immigrants as rapists and drug dealers, and Arabs and Muslims as terrorists. He gave new life to age-old stereotypes of Black-men-as-criminals. Importantly, Trump went beyond discursive assaults on an array of other groups, embedding his ideologies in policy, such as the ban on entry for people from Muslim-majority countries, or blocking trans individuals from military service.

A crucial backdrop to the uptake of Trumpism in Canada is provided by reactionary trends at federal, provincial, and municipal levels of government. During the 2015 election campaign, Stephen Harper used Islamophobic rhetoric, depicting Muslim culture as contrary to Canadian values. He called Islamic culture “anti-women,” declared the wearing of the hijab “offensive,” and said, “We do not allow people to cover their faces during citizenship ceremonies.”7 In 2017, Conservative party leadership hopeful Kellie Leitch followed suit, raising the twin spectres of a “barbaric cultural practices” tip line and screening of immigrants for “Canadian values.”8

After leaving the Conservative Party of Canada, Maxime Bernier created the People’s Party of Canada (PPC) in 2018, a party often described as “right-wing populist” with emphasis on the notion of reversing what the party faithful characterize as “extreme multiculturalism.”9 Individuals with ties to right-wing extremist groups were among the early members of the group, which suggests they believed that Bernier spoke to their ideologies. Examples include Shaun Walker, former leader of the white supremacist National Alliance; Janice Bultje, who was affiliated with PEGIDA (Patriotic Europeans Against the Islamization of the West); and Justin Smith, former president of the Sudbury chapter of Soldiers of Odin.10 During the COVID-19 pandemic, Bernier shifted tactics to focus more on populist antiauthority narratives that were gathering adherents opposed to COVID-19-related public health provisions, tweeting, for example, “When tyranny becomes law, revolution becomes our duty.”11 This phrase was initially uttered by Thomas Jefferson, but it had also become a common refrain among both American and Canadian III%ers, a militia group now designated a terrorist entity in Canada.

Under leader Pierre Poilievre, elected in September 2022, the Conservative Party of Canada seems to be intent on wooing some of Bernier’s followers back to the Conservative roll. He has chosen a populist path littered with antielitist critiques of a tyrannical government that has overstepped its bounds while also failing “the people.” This perhaps became most apparent during the Freedom Convoy of 2022, when Poilievre unapologetically positioned himself as an ally of the heterogeneous collective. This is in spite of the manifest association with the far right that characterized so many of its leaders. Poilievre walked shoulder to shoulder with army reservist James Topp, who now faces a court martial in response to his criticism of COVID-19 mandates and presumed “government overreach.”

We have, however, also seen these patterns play out at the provincial and municipal levels in Canada. Quebec has been especially problematic in this respect, notably under Premier Pauline Marois’s regime, when she first proposed her Charter of Values (originally Charter of Secularism) in 2012. While couched in terms of sustaining the secular nature of Quebec society, the charter was widely condemned as targeting Muslims and their “failure” to assimilate into Quebec society.12 Marois’s project was completed by the current premier, François Legault, who implemented Bill 21 in 2019, thereby banning the wearing of religious symbols among public workers, and the wearing of face coverings when a person is seeking public services. In spite of finding the law to be constitutional, in a 2021 Quebec Superior Court decision, Justice Marc-André Blanchard nonetheless asserted that “the evidence undoubtedly shows that the effects of Bill 21 will negatively impact Muslim women first and foremost. . . . In one way, by violating their freedom of religion, and in another, in doing the same in regards to their freedom of expression, since clothing constitutes both pure and simple expression, and also the manifestation of a religious belief.”13

The 2018 mayoral election in Toronto is one indicator of the ways far-right activism has shaped municipal politics. For instance, running on an explicitly racist and exclusionary platform, Faith Goldy garnered 3.4 percent—more than 25,000—of the vote in Canada’s most diverse city. Throughout the 2010s, Goldy had regularly and unashamedly appeared at rallies and in photos with the likes of the Soldiers of Odin and ID Canada,14 and appeared in YouTube videos reciting the infamous “14 words”15 slogan of the extreme right. More recently, school board trustee elections have become arenas for the expression of hateful messaging that vilifies queer communities. Borrowing age-old stereotypes of “grooming” and pedophilia, trustee candidates and their supporters use openly homophobic and transphobic language to argue against such practices as the use of preferred gender pronouns and queer-themed curricular and library materials. Action4Canada, for example, supports candidates who conform to its exclusionary and potentially damaging messaging. With reference to a British Columbian educational tool kit for teaching about sexuality and gender identity, the Action4Canada group wrote that the program “in fact indoctrinates children into unhealthy sexual behaviour and confuses them through lies and misinformation. It is only inclusive for LGBTQ2+ students and those who are agreeable with their twisted ideologies.”16

The insertion of these discourses into all levels of political life normalizes the xenophobia, the nativism, and the populism that are embedded in them. Such representations fall on fertile ground in cultures that are visibly racist or nationalistic, and that have a history of colonialism, as Canada does. Public expressions of hate both feed and feed on popular disdain for minority groups. Sadly, they resonate with national and international surveys probing attitudes toward newcomers or toward specific domestic communities, which reveal relatively high rates of distrust, fear, and hostility toward the same groups vilified by the elite. Indeed, in a 2019 poll, almost a third of Canadians reported that they felt “freer” to publicly express their opinions of the views of other religions and ethnicities; one-quarter felt that it had become increasingly acceptable to be prejudiced against Muslims in the past five years, and 15 percent said the same about Jews. More pointedly, the poll also found that 37 percent of respondents indicated that immigration was a “threat” to white Canadians.17 A 2023 Angus Reid poll shows a continuing trend of unfavourable views of Islam, for example, with 39 percent of Canadian respondents and 52 percent of those in Quebec specifically holding such views.18 In 2022, a Leger poll highlighted resistance to proposed immigration levels in Canada, revealing that 49 percent of respondents felt that the federal target of 465,000 new immigrants was too high.19

Cumulatively, the normalization of hatred and bigotry in mainstream politics has rendered a broader permission to hate that has shaped parallel forms of hate on the street, by both extreme right adherents and those unaffiliated with the movement. Political narratives have trickled down to allow the relatively unbridled expression of hateful sentiments that lay the foundations for a resurgence of RWE activity in Canada.



Contours of the Extreme Right in Canada

In a study published in 2015, Professor Scrivens and I identified over 120 incidents of violence associated with right-wing extremists in Canada between 1980 and 2014, ranging from criminal harassment, to arson, to murder.20 In a subsequent study spanning just five years between 2016 and 2012, we identified 668 incidents associated with the far right, about half of which constituted criminal and/or violent incidents.21 An even more dramatic illustration of the risk posed by this movement are the mass murders that we have witnessed in Canada between 2014 and 2023. In this time period, at least twenty-five lives were taken in mass/multiple murders perpetrated by actors animated by some thread of right-wing extremist ideologies. In 2014, a heavily armed attacker shot and killed three RCMP officers. His behaviour was shaped by an antiauthority and antipolice stance derived from his right-wing views. In January of 2017, another young man killed six Muslim men at prayer. A frequently posted photo of him shows the killer sporting a “Make America Great Again” hat, a reflection of his admiration for Donald Trump and other right-leaning populists such as France’s Marine Le Pen. This would not be the last time a far-right extremist would fatally target Muslims, as another mass murder occurred in London, Ontario, in 2021 when four members of the Afzaal family were struck and killed by a twenty-year-old man who demonstrated some sympathy for white supremacist ideologies. The van attack in Toronto in 2018 took ten lives, immediately, with an eleventh victim succumbing to their injuries in 2022. That perpetrator is an adherent of an especially misogynistic arm of the movement: Incel, or Involuntary Celibate. In 2022, a Manitoba man was charged with the murders of four Indigenous women. He had a history of posting antisemitic, misogynistic, and white supremacist messages, in line with his affiliation with a virulently supremacist group, Holy Europe.22

In many respects, the RWE movement of the 2020s is a different entity from what it was in the early 2010s. It is, first of all, more diffuse in its ideological underpinnings, as evidenced by the typology included earlier. It is, demographically, quite distinct from the traditional composition of the movement in Canada. It is no longer primarily a young person’s movement. The twentieth-century image of angry, disenfranchised youth in their black uniforms is no longer the only face of the movement. They have been supplemented—but not replaced—by a much older demographic. Participants in anti-immigrant rallies in 2017 and 2018, in Yellow Vest protests in 2018 and 2019, and in COVID-19-related activities in 2021 are visibly older, including men and women who appear to be middle aged and older. They also appear to be drawn from different social strata. A CBC journalist claims that “most of the protesters are not voices from the fringes. Some have jobs building high-rises or driving for Uber. Others are teachers, pipefitters, real estate agents.”23 Philip McCristall, David Hofmann, and Shayna Perry highlight the number of publicly identified military personnel associated with RWE in Canada.24 Moreover, several high-profile adherents and ideologues also point to this potential. The likes of Faith Goldy, Paul Fromm,25 and
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