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To all the women, queens or otherwise, who 

had to deal with Henry VIII ~ H. C-M.

To my family for your endless support, 

inspiration and love ~ J. A.
















A Word From 

the Author

Welcome to the Tudor period, one of the most turbulent 

and important in British history. New styles of art are 

flooding in from Europe and sailors are bringing back 

never-before-seen fruits and spices from the furthest 

reaches of the world. The king is popularising tennis 

and the new technology of book printing is spreading 

radical new ideas about religion. The most extraordinary 

place of all is the 

Tudor royal court, where every 

day is a whirl of ceremonies and tournaments, 

banquets and pageants. 

Beware of being too dazzled by the splendour of the court 

– it’s a dangerous place. All the changes happening in 

politics and religion have created tension, and courtiers love 

nothing more than plotting each other’s downfalls. Things 

are especially risky during the reign of 

Henry VIII because 

although the king is educated and romantic, he’s also 

known to be suspicious and unpredictable. At Henry’s 

court, the most powerful positions are also the most 

dangerous – none more so than that of the 

queen.
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You might already have heard that Henry VIII had six 

(SIX!) wives. You might even be able to tell me what 

happened to them (divorced, beheaded, died, divorced, 

beheaded, survived), but how much do you 

actually know about 

their lives? 

It turns out that each one of Henry’s six wives was 

an extraordinary woman in her own right. One led

an army, one helped to create a whole new church 

and one was the first female author to publish a 

book under her own name in English. 

Ready to meet them? 








CATHERINE OF ARAGON

BORN: 1485, Alcala de Henares, Spain

EDUCATION: Latin, philosophy, 

history, theology, law

DOWRY:  200,000 crowns 

ALLIES: Spain, the Holy Roman 

Emperor, the Pope

MARRIED HENRY VIII: 1509

DIVORCED:  1533

DIED: 1536

CHILDREN: Mary I

MOTTO:  “Humble and Loyal”

BIOGRAPHY

Catherine (or Catalina, as 

she was known in Spain) 

was born during a military 

campaign that was being 

led by her mother, the 

powerful Queen Isabella 

of Castille. When Catherine 

was just three years old, 

she was engaged to 

marry Prince Arthur, 

Henry VIII’s older brother.
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Oh, Brother!

Isabella ensured her daughters were well-educated in law, 

history and philosophy. The only thing Catherine wasn’t taught 

was English. When she first arrived from Spain in 1501, she and 

Arthur had to chat in the ancient Roman language of Latin.

Arthur died just a few months after 

their wedding. This left Catherine in 

an awkward position, as arguments 

about her remarriage to his younger 

brother, Prince Henry, dragged on.

She learnt to play court politics and soon became 

Spanish ambassador to England – the first ever 

female ambassador in European history. Catherine 

began to negotiate with the King Henry VII and 

even learnt to use a top-secret code called cipher. 

Omne initium 

difficile est.

Amor vincit 

omnia.








Wedding 

Take Two

An Heir-y

Question

Henry VIII wasn’t always huge and 

smelly – when he married Catherine 

soon after becoming King in 1509, he 

was famously tall and good-looking, as 

well as being musical and sporty. 

Medicine was less advanced in this 

period and babies often died very 

young. Catherine fell pregnant 

at least six times, but only one of 

her children survived infancy. To 

Henry’s dismay, it was a girl !

The English people were crazy for 

the glamorous young couple! At first 

everything looked rosy, but 

it wouldn’t last forever . . .

Although women could be rulers in 

Catherine’s native Spain, the English 

were less open to the idea. Henry VIII 

became increasingly desperate to 

have a son to be heir to his throne, 

but Catherine did not provide one.
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Courtroom Drama

Henry wanted out of his marriage to 

Catherine. Suddenly claiming it was 

wrong that she’d been married to his 

brother first, Henry asked the Pope to 

grant him an annulment – a type of 

divorce that says a marriage 

never really happened. 

The Pope refused, so in 1533 Henry had 

the marriage annulled himself. He broke 

with Rome and established the Church 

of England, which he (surprise, surprise) 

was head of. Catherine remained 

as popular as ever and the French 

ambassador wrote that she’d win out 

over Henry if women had a fair say.

Catherine was sent to a series of dreary 

castles until she died aged just fifty. 

Until the end of her life, she signed 

her letters ‘Catherine the Queen’. 

Catherine gave a powerful speech 

before the Pope’s representatives 

demanding that Henry ‘let her 

have justice and right’. 
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