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“God, look at Pippa Middleton with her eight-hundred-thousand-dollar engagement ring,” I say, mouth full. “And that hundred-and-thirty-million-womb. Ours are worth twice as much. In fact, we should host an auction. Like eBay, but the dark web.”

Sunday evening. 

We lounge in matching, whisper-thin Victoria’s Secret silk shirts and shorts, legs shaved, spray-tanned, and moisturized.

The television plays in the background, unwatched, while the room fills with the sweetness of Ella’s perfume. 

Glancing down at a pale-pink, French-polished big toe, I lift one leg, arching the foot downward to admire the thick skin and high curve.

Does every woman do this? Check out her own body from a distance, like a detached, loving parent?

I study the tanned skin, the posture of the limbs, and the curve of the inner thigh. These legs are so familiar I could sketch them from memory.

Sure enough, the others are looking at themselves with the same adoring objectivity.

Eva—the “stunning bitch,” as everyone secretly calls her—is seated at the vanity with cotton balls wedged between her toes. She worships the mirror: scrutinizing cheekbones, pouting lips, tracking a cold gaze up and down a Spanish-jaguar torso, admiring the hard muscle and heavy breasts. Eva’s the world’s most absolute narcissist.

Then comes Fern, the weird, darty, dramatic artist of the pack. She’s sitting on the rug framed by an untamable mane of gold-and-brown hair, laughing with a bottle of cheap white wine clutched in her fist.

Finally, McFly—Carla McFarlane, the group clown. The classic fourth friend, she spends more time upside down on the furniture than right side up.

Even now, she lies flat on her back reading a novel, legs propped against the wall, a thick linen pajama shirt bunched at her spine. I glance away, momentarily embarrassed.

My eyes drift, resuming the little inventory.

Eva hasn't bothered pulling her shirt over her tits properly; a dark stripe of nipple shows through the silk. The sight hypnotizes me. It’s an unsettling, magnetic draw.

“God almighty. Now it’s Princess Charlotte’s womb being evaluated,” McFly reports, eyes on her screen. “Quote, Princess Charlotte’s womb alone is worth $128 million. End quote.”

A collective groan ripples through the room.

“Every single feature about that woman is deemed priceless,” McFly scoffs, waving an empty wineglass. “Well, it’s all cock. Princess Charlotte is a tourist. You want a money-earning womb? Look right here. We’re talking pure genetics.”

She points the glass at each of us, swirling a finger toward my face. “Bone structure, for example. That is fifteen million quid sitting on the bridge of Francesca’s nose. As for Eva’s jaw—”

“Fuck off, my eyes are my best feature,” Eva jeers.

“You’ve got powerful DNA, Fern. Intelligent, charismatic, short-labor DNA. We’re a room of super-gynecological genes. Oh, but those hips, Eva—those alone are a nine-figure asset. Your tits are worth more than Princess bloody Po-faced. As for my own hips, they’re just luscious.”

We giggle, but Eva turns away, her expression flattening into a rigid, mask-like stare.

Slowly, gracefully, she rises and steps closer to the mirror.

She looks like a Spanish duchess who lost her head in the revolution. Her lips thin to nothing, and her nostrils flare, hard and oval. Even her nipples seem to recoil from the world in sudden defensiveness.

“You know what,” she says after a heavy pause. “Princess Charlotte gets all the press with that cut-glass Roedean voice. What about my uterus? It's just as valuable.”

She drops a hand, pressing firmly for a single second against the flat, subtle curve below her navel.

“Darling, you have a womb to die for,” Fern murmurs.

An erotic twinge sparks deep in my core. I shift my weight, hiding the reaction.

Eva remains fixed in front of her reflection, her right foot pointed like a prima ballerina, breasts parted. She inspects her stomach with a sudden, naked fear—like a rabbit scenting a predator.

Then she darts a helpless gaze toward Fern and me before landing on McFly, who relents: “Oh, come on, Eva. You have a great uterus.”

Instant lust hits my uterine wall. I cross my legs tightly.

Fern bursts out, “Oh, my God, let’s do it. Let’s create the perfect IVF babies, one each, through a clinic—Chinese style—and see how much we command.”

An excited, heavy silence falls. Eva slips two fingers below her pajama waistband.

“What are you doing
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