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Cricut is an innovative cutting machine that needs no computer to use it. Thanks to its cartridge-based system, you can cut out thousands of letters, shapes with the click of a button, and even wonderful phrases of all sizes and types. You can add special effects to the creative functions built into each Cricut cartridge to those chosen names, the shapes and the phrases. Cricut literally has thousands of combinations in mind, built tailor-made to turn each of your projects into what simply works for you. You cut everything that you want to cut with Cricut.

Kudos on the buying of your own cutting device from Cricut. Please dedicate 30-60 minutes to read this comprehensive guide to get to know your Cricut machine. If you need more support, visit us on the internet www.cricut.com where new tips and tricks can be found.

Copyrights: copyrights are only used for editorial purposes and for the benefit of the brand owner, whether indicated or not, with no intention of harming this brand. We recommend that you set aside a minimum of one hour before you activate your 30 days of free customer support and get to know your Personal Electronic Cutter Cricut. The Cricut user guide has been created to help you get to know the Cricut system and to address most of the questions you might have.

HOW TO SET UP YOUR CRICUT MACHINE

Set-up your Cricut cutting blade and mat. Please note: never leave or place your Cricut computer outside, in hot areas, or in conditions where equipment or cartridges may be mounted in the cold.

Load a cartridge Cricut into the opening for the cartridge found in the Cricut computer. Plug your Cricut into a grounded computer electric plug, and switch on by pressing the on button to the right of the door of the unit.

The machine's doors must open when the mouse is clicked. When the doors don't open, use gentle pressure to get the Cricut open completely.

Place the overlay of the keypad on top of the computer keyboard.

Place paper on mat cut

A paper size of 6 "x 12" (15.2 cm x 30.5 cm) is recommended for first attempt.

1. Remove protective film from cutting mat.

2. Align a corner of the text with the "align” icon in the bottom left corner of the paper.

3. Push the cutting mat paper to stick it well. To use other sizes of paper; see "advanced operations."

Load mat into machine

1. If the document is laid on the mat, attach a mat with your arrow into the computer pointing at the screen.

2. Whilst tightly gripping the cutting mat, move the roller bar to the deck, load the key for paper on the overlay of the keypad. Then the Cricut machine will load the mat and text. If the mat isn't ready, press the unload key for paper, and begin again.

Tip: make sure that the title on the cartridge is the same as that on the overlay keypad.

Tip: the Cricut system will cut paper up to 6 "x 12". It is advised that papers be smaller than 3 "x 3" for better performance. Cardstock is recommended. We recommend that you use less expensive products when getting acquainted with the features mentioned in this section and in the section "advanced operations."

Tip: the surface of the cutting mat is tacky for keeping paper in place during cutting. Slowly add paper when using lightweight materials such as vellum.

Tip: the Cricut computer needs a large space of 1 foot (30.5 cm) in the front and back for moving paper in and out of it.

Illustration 1

1. Pick your letters, shapes and sentences

Choose the letter(s), shape(s) or sentence(s) you want to cut (up to 16). Your option would be to turn up the LCD panel above the keypad.

2. Use your letters, shapes and sentences

Pick the letter(s), shape(s), or sentence(s) that you wish to cut. Your option may be changed above the keypad in the LCD column.

3. Push the cutting mat paper in. Stick it well. To use other sizes of paper, see "advanced operations."

Cutting fabrics against lightweight or heavyweight papers can be cut on your Cricut computer. For maximum light weight cut, papers like vellum, or heavy papers like thick cardstock, you may need to change the blade depth, cutting speed and/or cutting pressure (referred to below).

Blade depth adjustment

The cutting blade assembly must be separated from the Cricut system before you adjust the knob location.

To detach the cutting blade, place and switch the thumbscrew, you should swing your thumbscrew counterclockwise before it loosens too much. Be careful not to loosen too much of the screw or it will fall out. Delete assembly of cutting blade from the computer. 

Locate the adjustment knob and turn it to your ideal configuration on top of the cutting blade assembly. The smaller the size, the shorter the depth of the blade. We suggest shorter blade depths for lighter materials like vellum and longer blade lengths for heavier materials, for example, strong cardstock. Reinstall the blade fitting into the Cricut system by reversal of the cutting blade assembly process. Check the settings on a piece of scrap paper, and change as required. 

Speed move

You can monitor the cutting by the speed dial, speed for maximum cutting on a selection of documents.

When you cut on thicker papers or cardstocks regularly, you may want the dial switched to increase the cutting pace. For leaner papers as for vellum, or smaller, more detailed cuts, you may want the dial switched to reduce the pace of cut. After each retrofit, we strongly recommend you check the area with a piece of scrap paper; readjust as needed when the desired results suits you.

Tip: cutting the blade on cardstock and other heavy materials can reduce its life, yet that will deliver the best results.

Adjustment nozzle

Please unplug your Cricut cutting blade before disassembling!

The LCD screen shows the speed level.The dial displays an indicator band that grows thicker when the speed set is increased, and the pace decreased. Lower the pace of cutting if the cuts are broken. If that doesn't work, then it may be appropriate to change the depth of the blade.

Pressure change

The stress calculator helps you to monitor how much pressure is used by the cutting mechanism against the text. You may want to move around for thicker papers, so up the dial to increase the cutting pressure. For lighter papers like vellum, maybe you want to turn down the dial, to lower the pressure.

We suggest that you make checks on a piece of scrap and readjust as required until the expected outcome is achieved. The LCD-screen displays the pressure level and the window shows an indicator band that grows thicker when the pressure increases and thinner if the pressure decreases. Increase the pressure usually if your selections are not cut into the paper to the fullest. If this fails, the blade depth is adjustable. 

Computer setup-establish mac users

Step 1: plug in and start up your Cricut explore ® computer.

Step 2:Connect your Cricut explore ® machine via USB cord to your device.

Step 3: go to www.cricut.com/setup and open your web browser.

Step 4: sign into your account on cricut.com. If you happen to be new to cricut.com, to create an account, click "want a Cricut account."

Step 5: configure your Cricut explore ® computer and link to Cricut design spacenow.To start the setup process click on "continue."

Step 6: click the download icon.

Step 7: the mac toolbar opens the finder.

Step 8: go to your computer's downloads tab and double-click the Cricut design space file.

Step 9: review the terms and conditions and adhere to them.

Step 10: drag the icon np cricut.plugin into the folder internet plug-ins.

Step11: press "authenticate," depending on the settings of your computer; you can be asked to enter your name and password as administrator.

Step 12: to return to your browser, close the Cricut design spaceand download tabs.

Step 13:close your browser fully, then restart and return to continue the setup process via www.cricut.com/setup.

Step 14: press the "find device" button. Press "continue" when your computer is detected.

Step 15: check the box to apply to the trial, then press "continue."

Tip: to get access to your free trial code, make sure that the checkbox is labeled beforehand. Click "track."

Step 16: the Cricut explore ® system is all set up and you're able to write your first project and cut it!

Your free trial access to the Cricut photo library helps you to browse more than 25,000 images and 200 words. There are no strings attached and no credit cards needed — just enjoy access to all of them.

Access unlicensed photos in the Cricut library, more than 25,000 photos, during your free sign up route.For more detail, see a list of all images and sets of images included in the subscription. 

Computer setup-configure pc users

Step 1: plug in and start up your Cricut explore ® computer.

Step 2: connect your Cricut explore ® machine via USB cord to your device.

Step 3: go to www.cricut.com/setup and open your web browser.

Step 4: sign in to your account on cricut.com. If you happen to be new to cricut.com, to create an account, click "want a Cricut account."

Step 5: now you are able to configure and attach to your Cricut explore ® computer. To start the setup process click on "continue."

Step 6: click on "plug-in install."

Step 7:close your browser.

Step 8: click the start button and then open the documents tab.

Step 9: select the folder downloads, and then double-click the file cricutdesignspace.

Step 10: the window must open to setup Cricut design space. Tap on 'next' to continue.

Step 11: check the terms and conditions and endorse them. Tap on 'next' to continue.

Step 12: decide where you want to install the file(program files folder is set to default). Tap on 'click' to continue.

Step 13: decide whether you want a shortcut to your screen. Tap on 'next' to continue.

Step 14:click "next" to add the plug-in to the internet.

Step 15: installed successfully, Cricut design space, click on "terminate," open the tab, and go back to www.cricut.com/setup.

Step 16:click the "find device" button. Click "continue" when the computer is detected.

Step 17: check the box to subscribe to your trial, then press "continue."

Tip: to get access to your free trial code, make sure that the checkbox is labeled beforehand. Click on "track."

Step 18: the Cricut explore ® computer is set up and you're
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