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​​How Precepts Work 
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BIBLICAL PRECEPTS REFER to rule, commands, or instructions for human conduct. 

Examples

Law

Moral

Ceremonial

Civil

Justice 

The Ten Commandments 

Murder

Theft

Adultery

Ceremonial Precepts

Worship 

Religious rituals

Purification laws

Temple sacrifices

Legal disputes

Property ownership

Criminal punishments

Faith in God

Relationship with God

Precepts concerning prayer

Worship 

Fasting 

Faith

Avoiding idolatry

Family & Relationships 

Marriage 

Parenting 

Divorce 

Community interaction

Personal Character & Holiness

Integrity 

Humility 

Forgiveness 

Sexual morality  

Controlling anger

Stewardship Precepts 

Managing money

Work

Charity 

Legal disputes 

Business practices 

Civic & Social Justice

Legal/Didactic Precepts

Direct formulas 

Proverbial Precepts

Wisdom 

Prophetic Precepts

Warnings

Calls to repentance

All scriptures are from the King James Bible.

Dedicated 

to

My Beloved 
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Joel 1
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WORD OF THE LORD 

Joel 1:1-3

The beginning of Joel declares, “The word of the Lord,” showing how the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21) moved him. “Hear this,” is a way of the prophet warning his audience that he is about to deliver urgent news. Due to the Assyrians and Babylonian captivity, the Israelites were split into two separate kingdoms. This created the northern and southern kingdom of Israel (MacArthur, 2007). Joel, during his time of writing, focused on the southern tribe which consisted of Judah and Benjamin. His focus was to warn the elders, ministers, and the rest of the inhabitants, what was about to occur in the land of Israel. Joel is urging his audience, something which has never been going to take place in the land. Something miraculous is about to happen, such as the days of old but far more superior. It shall be memorable for days to come, such as the Israelites exodus out of Egypt. Joel warns the elders and the inhabitants of Judah; this is going to be an event talked about for generations to come.

Joel 1:1

The word of the LORD that came to Joel the son of Pethuel. 

Precepts 

Divine Instructions by GOD

2 Kin. 17:13 

Yet the LORD testified against Israel, and against Judah, by all the prophets, and by all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes, according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants the prophets.

2 Chr. 18:13 

And Micaiah said, As the LORD liveth, even what my God saith, that will I speak.

Neh. 9:30 

Yet many years didst thou forbear them, and testifiedst against them by thy spirit in thy prophets: yet would they not give ear: therefore gavest thou them into the hand of the people of the lands. 

Job 32:8 

But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding. 

Heb. 1:1 

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,

1 Pet. 1:11 

Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 

2 Pet. 1:20 

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 

2 Pet. 1:21 

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

2 Pet. 3:2 

That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour: 

Joel 1:2

Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. Hath this been in your days, or even in the days of your fathers?

Precepts 

Hearken to Divine Instructions 

Deut. 4:1 

Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the judgments, which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers giveth you. 

Deut. 26:14 

I have not eaten thereof in my mourning, neither have I taken away ought thereof for any unclean use, nor given ought thereof for the dead: but I have hearkened to the voice of the LORD my God, and have done according to all that thou hast commanded me. 

Judg. 3:4 

And they were to prove Israel by them, to know whether they would hearken unto the commandments of the LORD, which he commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses. 

2 Chr. 20:15 

And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God’s. 

Job 34:10 

Therefore hearken unto me, ye men of understanding: far be it from God, that he should do wickedness; and from the Almighty, that he should commit iniquity. 

Prov. 7:24 

Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth. 

Isaiah. 51:1 

Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the LORD: look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged. 

Mic. 1:2 

Hear, all ye people; hearken, O earth, and all that therein is: and let the Lord GOD be witness against you, the Lord from his holy temple. 

Mark 7:14 

And when he had called all the people unto him, he said unto them, Hearken unto me every one of you, and understand: 

James 2:5 

Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?

Joel 1:3  

Tell ye your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their children another generation.

Precepts 

Family Instructions 

Exodus 10:1,2

1 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh: for I have hardened his heart, and the heart of his servants, that I might shew these my signs before him: 2 And that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and of thy son's son, what things I have wrought in Egypt, and my signs which I have done among them; that ye may know how that I am the LORD.

Deut. 4:9 

Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons’ sons; 

Deut. 6:7 

And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 

Deut. 11:19 

And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 

Deut. 31:13

And that their children, which have not known any thing, may hear, and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as ye live in the land whither ye go over Jordan to possess it. 

Joshua 4:6,7 

6 That this may be a sign among you, thatwhen your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean ye by these stones? 7 Then ye shall answer them, That the waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD; when it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off: and these stones shall be for a memorial unto the children of Israel for ever.

Joshua 4:21,22

And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, When your children shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean these stones? 22 Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this Jordan on dry land.

Judg. 13:12 

And Manoah said, Now let thy words come to pass. How shall we order the child, and how shall we do unto him? 

2 Kin. 12:2 

And Jehoash did that which was right in the sight of the LORD all his days wherein Jehoiada the priest instructed him. 

Psalm 34:11

Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

Psalm 44:1 

To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, Maschil.We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us, what work thou didst in their days, in the times of old.

Psalm 71:18 

Now also when I am old and grayheaded, O God, forsake me not; until I have shewed thy strength unto this generation, and thy power to every one that is to come.

Psalm. 78:3 

Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us.

Psalm. 78:5 

For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children: 

Psalm 145:4 

One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts.

Prov. 22:6 

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 

Isaiah. 28:9 

Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 

Isaiah 38:19 

The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day: the father to the children shall make known thy truth.

John 21:15 

So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 

1 Thess. 2:11 

As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as a father doth his children,

The Locust 

Joel 1:4-12

Joel calls the locusts, cankerworms, caterpillars, and the palmerworms, a great army; hint, these are not insects (Joel 2:25). Whatever the great army complies of, they shall devour the land of Judah. Agriculture shall be destroyed. They shall have no more vineyards. The prophet of the LORD, Joel, tells the people of Judah that the vineyards shall be cut off from their mouth. The drunkards shall wake up to see they have no vineyards. Furthermore, Joel elaborates further into detail on the characteristics of the locusts. He describes them as a nation which is strong and with multiple soldiers. Moreover, he describes them as fierce, by equating them to lions. 

In verses 7-9, Joel expounds on how the vineyards are laid to waste. Additionally, (Isaiah 5:6) explains a vivid image on how a wasted vineyard appears. The fig trees are destroyed as well, with Joel describing them as barked, and the branches made white. The sight of the land of Judah shall leave the elders and the rest of the inhabitants in mourning. In (Isaiah 22:12), it gives a description of the Israelites customs when weeping and mourning. With all the devastation, the priest in the land is not able to make a meat or drink offering to the LORD. Additionally, the destruction prevents the Israelites from making sacrifices unto the LORD (Hos 9:4). The priest and ministers lack the ability do their duties (Ex 28:1, Joel 2:17, Lev 26:20, Jer 12:4,11). The people can no longer dress the vineyards or harvest the land. This caused the people to be ashamed and confounded (Jer 14:3,4). The vine, pomegranate, fig, palm, and apple tree, the LORD has caused to wither away, so is the Israelites happiness from the sight of the destruction.

Joel 1:4

That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; and that which the locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that which the cankerworm hath left hath the caterpiller eaten.

Joel 1:5

Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all ye drinkers of wine, because of the new wine; for it is cut off from your mouth.

Precepts

Drunkardness

1 Kings 20:16 

And they went out at noon. But Ben-hadad was drinking himself drunk in the pavilions, he and the kings, the thirty and two kings that helped him.

Psalm 69:12 

They that sit in the gate speak against me; and I was the song of the drunkards.

Proverbs 23:21

For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe [a man] with rags.

Proverbs 26:9 

As a thorn goeth up into the hand of a drunkard, so is a parable in the mouth of fools.

Isaiah 5:11 

Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine inflame them!

Isaiah 5:22 

Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink:

Isaiah 28:3 

The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trodden under feet:

Nahum 1:10 

For while they be folden together as thorns, and while they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be devoured as stubble fully dry.

Joel 1:6 

For a nation is come up upon my land, strong, and without number, whose teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion.

Joel 1:7

He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he hath made it clean bare, and cast it away; the branches thereof are made white.

Joel 1:8

Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth.

Precepts 

Lament

2 Kings 8:11

And he settled his countenance stedfastly, until he was ashamed: and the man of God wept.

Isaiah 22:12 

And in that day did the Lord GOD of hosts call to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth:

Isaiah 32:11 

Tremble, ye women that are at ease; be troubled, ye careless ones: strip you, and make you bare, and gird sackcloth upon your loins.

Isaiah 32:12

They shall lament for the teats, for the pleasant fields, for the fruitful vine.

Jeremiah 4:8 

For this gird you with sackcloth, lament and howl: for the fierce anger of the LORD is not turned back from us.

Jeremiah 6:26 

O daughter of my people, gird thee with sackcloth, and wallow thyself in ashes: make thee mourning, as for an only son, most bitter lamentation: for the spoiler shall suddenly come upon us.

Jeremiah 7:29

Cut off thine hair, O Jerusalem, and cast it away, and take up a lamentation on high places; for the LORD hath rejected and forsaken the generation of his wrath.

Jeremiah 9:10 

For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and for the habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because they are burned up, so that none can pass through them; neither can men hear the voice of the cattle; both the fowl of the heavens and the beast are fled; they are gone.

Jeremiah 9:19 

For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How are we spoiled! we are greatly confounded, because we have forsaken the land, because our dwellings have cast us out.

Ezekiel 19:1 

Moreover take thou up a lamentation for the princes of Israel,

Ezekiel 26:17 

And they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and say to thee, How art thou destroyed, that wast inhabited of seafaring men, the renowned city, which wast strong in the sea, she and her inhabitants, which cause their terror to be on all that haunt it!

Ezekiel 27:2 

Now, thou son of man, take up a lamentation for Tyrus;

Ezekiel 28:12 

Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.

Ezekiel 32:16

This is the lamentation wherewith they shall lament her: the daughters of the nations shall lament her: they shall lament for her, even for Egypt, and for all her multitude, saith the Lord GOD.

Jeremiah 9:10 

For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and for the habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because they are burned up, so that none can pass through them; neither can men hear the voice of the cattle; both the fowl of the heavens and the beast are fled; they are gone.

Jeremiah 9:19 

For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How are we spoiled! we are greatly confounded, because we have forsaken the land, because our dwellings have cast us out.

Ezekiel 19:1 

Moreover take thou up a lamentation for the princes of Israel,

Ezekiel 26:17 

And they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and say to thee, How art thou destroyed, that wast inhabited of seafaring men, the renowned city, which wast strong in the sea, she and her inhabitants, which cause their terror to be on all that haunt it!

Ezekiel 27:2 

Now, thou son of man, take up a lamentation for Tyrus;

Ezekiel 28:12 

Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.

Ezekiel 32:16 

This is the lamentation wherewith they shall lament her: the daughters of the nations shall lament her: they shall lament for her, [even] for Egypt, and for all her multitude, saith the Lord GOD.

Joel 1:13 

Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, ye ministers of the altar: come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the meat offering and the drink offering is withholden from the house of your God.

Joel 2:12-14

12 Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: 13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil. 14 Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him; even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the LORD your God?

Amos 5:1 

Hear ye this word which I take up against you, even a lamentation, O house of Israel.

Amos 8:10 

And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day.

Micah 4:4 

But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it.

Zechariah 12:11 

In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon.

Luke 13:34 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not!

Luke 19:42 

Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.

Joel 1:9

The meat offering and the drink offering is cut off from the house of the LORD; the priests, the LORD'S ministers, mourn.

Precepts

Offerings to the LORD

Joel 1:13

Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, ye ministers of the altar: come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the meat offering and the drink offering is withholden from the house of your God. 

Joel 1:16 

Is not the meat cut off before our eyes, yea, joy and gladness from the house of our God?

Joel 2:14 

Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him; even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the LORD your God?

Joel 1:10

The field is wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is wasted: the new wine is dried up, the oil languisheth.

Joel 1:11

Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen; howl, O ye vinedressers, for the wheat and for the barley; because the harvest of the field is perished.

Joel 1:12

The vine is dried up, and the fig tree languisheth; the pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the field, are withered: because joy is withered away from the sons of men.

Cry to the LORD 

Joel 1:13-14

The Most High discontinued the Jews offerings. The priest lament over
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