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    Known for her murder mysteries, Agatha Christie is the best-selling novelist of all time. She has written a total of 66detective novels, along with 14collections of short stories and several plays, including The Mousetrap, which is the world’s longest running play. Over a billion copies of her works have been sold in English alone. Christie is viewed as the creator of the traditional detective novel, introducing many of the tropes now associated with the genre. She is best-known for her works featuring the characters of Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple. Christie has been given numerous awards for her writings and was the first ever recipient of the Mystery Writers of America's highest honour, the Grand Master Award. In 1971, she was awarded a DBE for her contributions to literature.


    Christie married twice and had one daughter, Rosalind, in 1919. Christie participated in the war effort in both the First and the Second World Wars, working in hospital dispensaries, where she acquired much of her knowledge of poisons. Christie’s family continue to manage her estate to this day, with her great-grandson now the chair of Agatha Christie Ltd.

  


  
    DEATH ON THE NILE


    AN EXOTIC LOCALE, A SPURNED LOVER AND A DOOMED HEIRESS
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    Death on the Nile is one of Christie’s best-known tales, liked for its exotic location and intriguing characters. Hercule Poirot was already a well-established character when the novel was released, and this case quickly became one of his most popular. Christie uses the classic set-up of a spurned lover to great effect, adding many twists to the tale. She discusses wealth, privilege and high society, all while crafting a fascinating whodunnit tale.


    The novel remains popular and has been adapted many times, including a theatre adaptation scripted by Christie. A further film adaptation has been scheduled for release in 2020, following the success of 20th Century Fox’s 2017 adaptation of Murder on the Orient Express.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    MEET THE GROUP


    The novel commences shortly after spoilt heiress Linnet Ridgeway moves to her newly renovated home in Malton-under-Wode. She is visited by two friends, the acid-tongued Joanna, and her oldest friend Jackie. Jackie tells of her recent engagement to the penniless Simon Doyle and asks Linnet to hire him on the estate. Hercule Poirot, planning a holiday in Egypt, encounters Jackie and Simon dining in a restaurant and notes her devotion to him. Upon meeting Simon, Linnet falls in love and their own engagement is quickly announced.


    We then meet a variety of people planning visits to Egypt. Tim Allerton, a friend of Joanna’s, and his mother discuss Linnet’s marriage and a ring that has gone missing in their hotel. The wealthy American Miss Van Schuyler invites her young cousin Cornelia to travel up the Nile with her and her nurse, Miss Bowers. Andrew Pennington, Linnet’s American trustee, is disturbed by the news of her marriage and plans to intercept her on her honeymoon in Egypt. When Linnet’s English solicitors hear of Pennington’s plans, they send Jim Fanthorp to intervene. Finally, the impatient Mrs Otterbourne decides to take her world-weary daughter Rosalie to Egypt.


    ALL ABOARD


    Arriving in Egypt, the group all become acquainted with each other. The fun is interrupted by Jackie, who arrives and confronts Simon and Linnet. She has been following them throughout their honeymoon, always managing to track them down. Linnet asks Poirot to help them and he decides to talk with Jackie, though he does tell Linnet that she is only upset by the situation because she knows she is the one in the wrong. Poirot warns Jackie to stop before she commits any truly evil deeds, but Jackie rejects this and shows him her gun, saying she would quite happily shoot Linnet.


    Simon tells Poirot of his plan to escape Jackie by taking a river cruise under false names. By coincidence this is the same Nile cruise that everybody else is taking on the SS Karnak. All passengers board the boat, including the communist Mr. Ferguson, an Italian archaeologist called Guido Richetti, and the Austrian physician Dr Bessner. Jackie also boards the boat, much to Linnet and Simon’s dismay.


    A DEADLY TURN OF EVENTS


    The boat departs and Tim is annoyed when his mother invites Poirot to dinner. Pennington attempts to persuade Linnet to sign some papers without reading them through but stops when Fanthorp joins them. Ferguson discusses his dislike of Linnet due to her wealth. On a day trip the next day, Linnet is nearly crushed by a falling boulder. Simon initially believes that Jackie is to blame, but she was on the boat at the time. Poirot is glad to learn that his friend Colonel Race is joining the cruise. He is in pursuit of a known agitator disguised on the boat. Linnet upsets Richetti by accidentally reading his telegram and later confesses her fear to Poirot. Poirot is very concerned by recent events and goes to bed early.


    Jackie becomes increasingly drunk while talking to Cornelia, who does not know how to respond. Eventually she confronts Simon, shooting him in the leg in front of Cornelia and Fanthorp. They fetch Dr Bessner and take Jackie to Miss Bowers, who gives her morphine to calm her down and stays with her. Simon’s injury is not fatal but leaves him bedbound. He is worried about Jackie and wants to keep the shooting a secret. When Fanthorp goes to retrieve the gun, it has vanished. The next morning, Linnet’s maid discovers that she has been shot dead.


    THE INVESTIGATION COMMENCES


    Poirot and Race take charge of the investigation, knowing the murderer must be one of the passengers. Jackie, the obvious suspect, has an alibi for the entire night. Poirot sets about discovering what the other passengers witnessed. The maid reveals that Linnet’s pearls are missing.


    Multiple characters claim to have heard a splash and the gun is retrieved from the river, wrapped in Miss Van Schuyler’s stole, which seems to have been used to muffle the shot. Miss Van Schuyler claims she saw Rosalie throw it in. Pennington seems on edge and lies about his whereabouts when the boulder was pushed. Rosalie confesses that her mother is an alcoholic and that she was throwing alcohol overboard that night. Poirot believes she is still hiding something. Simon and Jackie apologise to each other and appear to reconcile.


    Poirot and Race announce a cabin search, which prompts Miss Bowers to return the pearls. Miss Van Schuyler is revealed to be a kleptomaniac, which is why Miss Bowers looks after her. However, Poirot discovers that the pearls are fake. The cabin search does not uncover much else, until Linnet’s maid is discovered dead. She has been stabbed with a knife resembling a surgical knife. Poirot works out that she was blackmailing the killer. Mrs Otterbourne declares that she knows who the killer is but is shot with Pennington’s gun before she can explain.


    THE TRUTH IS REVEALED


    Several smaller mysteries are cleared up before the murderer is named. It is revealed that Cornelia’s father was financially ruined by Linnet’s family, but she states that she does not bear a grudge. Ferguson, revealed to be hiding his upper-class background, proposes to her. Fanthorp explains that Linnet’s English lawyers were suspicious of her trustee and Pennington confesses that he had lost much of her money. He also reveals that he pushed the boulder, hoping that a widowed Simon would be easier to dupe than Linnet. Tim confesses to being the jewellery thief, explaining that he has been working with Joanna. Poirot decides to let him off if he returns the pearls and Tim becomes involved with Rosalie, who had been covering for him. Cornelia and Dr Bessner discuss the case with Poirot, leading Poirot and Race to discover that Richetti is Race’s agitator and that the telegram was in fact a coded message.


    Poirot then reveals that he knows who the murderer is. He explains that Jacqueline and Simon had been working together the whole time. Jackie deliberately missed when she shot at Simon, who used red ink to fake his injury. When everyone left to fetch the doctor, he ran to Linnet’s cabin and shot her then shot himself in the leg, using the stole to muffle the sound, and threw the gun overboard. Jackie then killed both the maid and Mrs Otterbourne to silence them. Jackie accepts defeat gracefully and explains that Simon wanted to murder Linnet for her money. Jackie knew he would not be able to pull it off, so came up with a better plan to protect him.


    As the boat arrives in Cairo, Cornelia decides to marry Dr Bessner. The two murderers are brought ashore, but Jackie shoots Simon then herself to escape justice. Poirot admits he knew that she had a second gun and wanted her to have this option.

  


  
    CHARACTER STUDY


    HERCULE POIROT


    Hercule Poirot is Christie’s most famous creation, known for his moustache and his logic. The Belgian detective is highly intelligent, frequently arrogant, and always correct. He tends to stand out from others due to his short stature and his unusual fashion sense: on the cruise he wears, amongst other things, “a white suit, pink shirt, large black bow tie and a white topee” (p.131). In this novel, Poirot is taking a holiday in Egypt when the murder occurs. He quickly gets to know his fellow passengers on the ship, becoming especially close to Rosalie and Mrs Allerton. He is also reunited with his old friend Colonel Race. Poirot approaches the investigation in a logical manner, but shows his softer, emotional side when dealing with the accused. He turns a blind eye to Mrs Otterbourne’s alcoholism and Tim’s theft due to his affection for Rosalie, and leaves Miss Van Schuyler’s kleptomania unreported. He even appears to feel some sympathy for Jackie.


    LINNET DOYLE, NÉE RIDGEWAY


    Linnet is beautiful, wealthy and apparently in love, often evoking jealousy. Linnet claims to care for others and works to improve the conditions for people living on her estate. She is also a shrewd businesswoman, refusing to sign anything without reading it. However, she exhibits negative qualities and many people voice their dislike for her. Linnet does not consider other people’s feelings at all: she insists that all residents of the estate move, regardless of their desires, and she disregards Jackie completely when marrying Simon and is angry when Poirot suggests she is at fault. She cannot give a single example of a time when she has not got her way, so she does not accept criticism of any kind. Poirot describes her as “a trifle arrogant” (p.71).


    JACQUELINE “JACKIE” DE BELLEFORT


    Attractive and fiery, Jackie is one of Linnet’s oldest friends. She is in love with Simon and appears devastated when he seemingly leaves her for Linnet. Poirot worries that she loves Simon more than he loves her. Jackie’s love for him seems almost obsessive and she stalks him and Linnet throughout their honeymoon. Poirot attempts to persuade her to stop but she disregards his advice. She is later revealed to have worked with Simon to kill Linnet. She claims to have done so out of love for Simon. Poirot appears to feel sympathy for Jackie, allowing her to kill herself, but he does not believe that love justifies her actions and calls her devotion “dangerous” (p.412). Jackie is more intelligent than Simon, coming up with a way to provide alibis for them both, and more courageous, accepting her defeat with dignity.


    SIMON DOYLE


    Simon Doyle is initially introduced as Jackie’s fiancé, a “simple and boyish and utterly adorable” (p.20) man, who has recently lost his job. However, he quickly leaves Jackie and marries the richer Linnet. Poirot notes that Simon takes nothing seriously and Simon himself admits that he is no businessman, simply signing what he is told to. Despite abandoning Jackie, he does appear to be concerned for her, especially after she shoots him. Of course, the reveal that the two planned the murders together alters the meaning of this. Simon is far more ruthless than he appears. He was the one who planned to kill Linnet and seduced her for this purpose. He is obsessed with money and even Jackie criticises his childish desire for wealth. He is also more cowardly than Jackie, caving in the moment Poirot accuses him. Poirot has no sympathy for him, regretting that he escapes justice.


    ROSALIE OTTERBOURNE


    Rosalie Otterbourne forms a close relationship with Poirot while on the cruise. She is described by various characters as attractive yet sulky. In reality, she is struggling with the burden of her mother’s alcoholism, causing her to appear rude and sullen. Poirot allows her to vent her frustrations to him on multiple occasions. Despite her negative appearance, Rosalie is both “very loyal” and “terribly warm-hearted” (pp.335-6). Rosalie lies to Poirot to protect Tim Allerton, who she correctly judges is not the murderer. She grows close to him and his mother on the trip and forgives him for stealing the pearls. Poirot lets Tim off out of fondness for Rosalie and hopes that their relationship will improve Tim’s character.


    MRS OTTERBOURNE


    Mrs Salome Otterbourne is an erotic novelist, brimming with self-importance. She dresses flamboyantly and often wears a turban on her head. She has many theories about the murder, which she believes must have a sexual motive. Colonel Race describes her as a
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