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			Dante Alighieri

			Italian writer, poet and politician

			
					Born in Florence in 1265

					Died in Ravenna in 1321

					Notable works:	Divine Comedy, poem

	La Vita Nuova (1292-1293), poetry collection

	Monarchia (1810-1313), essay




			

			An Italian from Florence, Dante Alighieri (1265-1321) was a writer and poet who was involved in the political life of his native city.

			The author of love poems (La Vita Nuova), Dante also wrote works about various topics, such as language (De Vulgari Eloquentia) and politics (Monarchia). However, he is best known for having written the Divine Comedy. He dedicated his life to this long epic poem, which is divided into three canticas, which correspond to the Christian conception of the afterlife: Hell, Purgatory and Paradise.

			Influenced by his reflections about man and society, Dante differs from his contemporaries in that he depicts his individuality, his own self, which was a great literary innovation at the time.

		


		
			Inferno

			Dante’s travel through the Circles of Hell

			
					Genre: poetry

					Reference edition: Dante (1992) L’Enfer. Paris: Flammarion.

					First edition: 1314

					Themes: sin, punishment, guilt, politics, society

			

			The first cantica of the Divine Comedy, Inferno was made public around 1314 and was widely diffused, as shown by the manuscripts through which we know the text. In turn, this cantica is divided into 34 cantos, the first of which is an introductory canto explaining why he travels first through Hell, then Purgatory, and then Paradise.

			Led by the Latin poet Virgil, Dante explores Hell. Hell is structured in nine Circles which join the center of the earth where Lucifer, the fallen angel, is to be found. The poet meets the damned, who undergo a punishment proportional to the sins they committed on earth. The more Dante advances towards the last Circle, the more severe the sins.

		


		
			Summary

			Canto I

			Date is in a very dark forest and reaches the foot of an illuminated hill, but three beasts force him to retreat. Virgil appears and announces to the poet that he will have to travel through Hell to save his soul and access the vision of God and Paradise. He will be his guide during this trial.

			Canto II

			Dante wonders why he is travelling through Hell when he is still alive. Virgil explains that Beatrice (the woman Dante loved during his youth and to whom he vowed an eternal love) asked him to save Dante from the danger he was in. The poet feels ready to begin his journey.

			Canto III

			At the gates of Hell, Dante discovers the Uncommitted, the souls of the people who always lived for themselves and cowardly never chose a side. These souls are not really in Hell, because, considering their sin, Hell judges them unworthy and does not want them. Among these souls are the angels who did not choose a side when Lucifer rebelled against God. Wasps and hornets plague them. 

			Dante and Virgil reach the river Acheron, full of souls waiting for Charon to bring them to the other side. Suddenly, the earth shakes and Dante loses consciousness.

			Canto IV

			Woken up by lightning, Dante follows Virgil to the first Circle, the Limbo, where the virtuous spirits who have not been baptized live. All the people from the pre-Christian era are there. Virgil is one of them. Their punishment involves forever living with the unfulfilled desire to see God.

			Canto V

			The second Circle is guarded by Minos, the judge of souls. After having heard the confessions of the damned, Minos rolls himself in his tail: the number of turns he makes shows the Circle in which the soul will have to pay for its sins.

			This Circle is that of the people who lived in lust, those who succumbed to passion. They are caught in an infernal storm. Dante meets Ancient and contemporary characters, such as Francesca di Rimini, who explains the reasons for her damnation. Dante, seized by pity, loses consciousness again.

			Canto VI

			Dante comes back to consciousness in the third Circle, which is dedicated to gluttony, where the souls are lying in a slush created by constantly falling rain and snow. Cerberus is their guardian. Dante talks of Florence, which is divided into two factions (the Black and White Guelphs, two medieval factions which fought against each other in Italy), to a sinner. Then, Dante and Virgil continue their journey, and meet Pluto at the entrance of the fourth Circle.

			Canto VII

			Virgil warns Pluto that they travel according to the wish of god. They then meet the avaricious and prodigal souls, who cannot be identified, as a punishment for having kept or squandered their money without thought. Virgil talks about Fortune, which depends on the will of God. They arrive at the fifth Circle, that of Anger.

			Canto VIII

			The two poets see Phlegyas coming towards them and board his ship. Once the Styx is crossed, they find themselves in front of the wall of the city of Dis, which is defended by devils. Virgil fails to convince them to let them pass and announces that someone will be coming to open the gates of the city.

			Canto IX

			The three Furies, furious at the poet’s presence, arrive, but so does a messenger of heaven: he sends the devils on the run by chastising them for their opposition to the will of God, and opens the gates of Dis.

			Once in the city, Dante and Virgil see, in the Sixth Circle, the heretics, in open and burning tombs.

			Canto X

			This is also the Circle of the Epicureans, who believe that the soul is mortal. A voice is heard, that of a Florentine leader of the Ghibellines, who wishes to know to which side Dante belongs.

			Canto XI

			Virgil explains how the lasts three Circles are ordered by referring to Aristotle’s Ethics (Greek philosopher, 384-322 B.C.), which makes a distinction between sins of incontinence, bestiality and malice. In the seventh Circle are the violent people; in the eighth Circle, the frauds, more precisely the people who used fraud against someone who had not given his trust; in the ninth Circle, the frauds who tricked people who had trusted them. Inside the walls of the city of Dis are those who deliberately decided to commit a sin, while outside of them are those who suffer from incontinence.

			Canto XII

			The seventh Circle is guarded by the Minotaur.

			The Outer Ring is crossed by a river of boiling blood and fire where the people who were violent towards their neighbors are immersed according to their sins, and supervised by centaurs, to whom Virgil explains the goal of the travel: to save Dante’s soul.

			Canto XIII

			The Middle Ring is a forest inhabited by harpies, in which the people who were violent towards themselves are. The people who committed suicide are there, turned into plants and harassed by the harpies. They will be unable to recover their bodies after the Final Judgment, because they renounced it when they were alive. The profligates are chased and mauled by dogs.

			Canto XIV

			Then, they arrive in the third Ring: the souls that were violent against God, against Nature or Art. They are on burning sand and fire rains on them. They are lying, sitting, or constantly walking.

			Canto XV

			The two people meet a group of damned: the violent against Nature (the Sodomites) who walk under a rain of fire. Dante’s former master talks to him of his work, but also of the city of Florence.

			Canto XVI

			Virgil and Dante come across three Florentines and Dante talks of their city, in which excesses and pride are everywhere.

			Continuing their journey, they reach the river Phlegeton, which falls into the next Circle. Virgil throws a rope in the ravine, from which a strange beast emerges.

			Canto XVII

			The beast is Geryon, the symbol of fraud. While Virgil asks the beast to transport them, Dante observes the souls that were violent against Art (Usurers), sitting under a rain of fire, recognizable thanks to their emblems.

			Dante goes back to Virgil, who is already on Geryon’s back, who brings them to the eighth Circle.

			Canto XVIII

			The eighth Circle is divided into ten Bolgie.

			In the first Bolgia, they meet the Seducers and Panderers (not to be mistaken for the souls in lust: in the case of the Seducers and Panderers, there is no love), whom demons are hitting, and who are running in opposite directions.

			Then, they arrive in the second Bolgia, that of the Flatterers, who are immersed in excrement.

			Canto XIX

			The third Bolgia contains the souls who committed simony, which is the traffic of sacred things. They are imprisoned heads down in holes from which their feet are burned by fire. Dante heads towards a damned: Pope Nicolas III (1210-1280), who mistakes Dante for the Pope Boniface VIII (1235-1303), who will soon replace him in the hole. Dante criticizes the greed of God’s representatives on Earth.

			Canto XX

			They go to the fourth Bolgia, that of the sorcerers and astrologers. Their heads are twisted and they walk backwards, they who thought they could foresee the future.

			Canto XXI

			The fifth Bolgia contains the barrators and corrupt people, immersed in boiling pitch and surveyed by demons, the Malebranches, who hook and torment them. Virgil talks to the demons to be allowed to pass. A group escorts them to the next Bolgia.

			Canto XXII

			They follow the river of pitch. One Malebranche catches a damned who offers to bring in several of his companions if the demons retreat a bit, but the sinner takes this opportunity to plunge again. Dante and Virgil leave, fearing that the demons might make them accountable for the mishap.

			Canto XXIII

			They are chased by the Malebranches but manage to reach the sixth Bolgia, that of the Hypocrites who walk slowly, bearing the weight of a leaden cloak, the outside of which is golden. Dante’s attention is caught by one of the damned: Caiaphas, the Hebrew priest who supported Jesus’ crucifixion.

			Canto XXIV

			Dante and Virgil reach the seventh Bolgia, that of the thieves. First, there are the thieves of sacred objects: they run around naked, their hands tied and bitten by serpents; they turn into ash, then resume human form. A Florentine predicts the victory of the Black Guelphs to Dante.

			Canto XXV

			Dante and Virgil come across three damned soul, thieves who have been turned into serpents for having stolen someone else’s property. They are consequently deprived of a human form.

			Canto XXVI

			The eighth Bolgia, filled with individual flames which keep the damned trapped, is the Bolgia of the evil counsellors. One flame catches their attention: that of Ulysses, who explains the circumstances of his death.

			Canto XXVII

			Another flame comes towards the poets and asks them for news of Romagna. Dante talks about this region, ruled by tyrants. They continue their journey to reach the ninth Bolgia, that of the Sowers of Discord.

			Canto XXVIII

			These creators of schism walk in circlse and are hacked into pieces by the sword of a devil.

			Dante and Virgil come across Mahomet, the founder of Islam, and Curion, who advises Caesar to cross the Rubicon.

			Canto XXIX

			The tenth Bolgia contains the falsifiers. First, Virgil and Dante meet the falsifiers of metals (alchemists). They walk on their knees and hands and are afflicted with leper and gale.

			Canto XXX

			After this, Dante and Virgil meet other types of falsifiers:

			
					The falsifiers of people, who bite other damned;

					The falsifiers of money, who are dying of thirst;

					The falsifiers of words, whose heads hurt.

			

			Canto XXXI

			They arrive at a pit which is circled by giants who guard the traitors, enclosed in ice. They come across Nimrod, who is the cause of the many languages on Earth, then go to Antaeus, whom Virgil asks to lower them to the ninth and last Circle.

			Canto XXXII

			They arrive in the first zone (Caina) of the last Circle: the zone of the people who betrayed their parents. In the second zone (Antenora) are the people who betrayed their country. Even in Hell, the damned continue to betray each other, because they are condemned to devour each other. Dante meets two traitors.

			Canto XXXIII

			One of the two traitors, Count Ugolin, explains how he came to be there; the person whose head he is forced to eat in Hell is the person
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