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      Please note that this is the Advance Reader Copy, so there may still be some edits that need to take place.

      As such, this is not considered the final copy!

      Please feel free to shoot me a message if you find something glaring.

      You do not have to read books 1-4 to enjoy this book!

      However, if you’re interested, they’re all available on Kindle Unlimited!

      Thank you so much for taking a chance on this Advance Reader Copy!
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      Sasha is the quintessential nerd—lost in fantasy novels and online fandoms, she's never had a real boyfriend. But when a pop-up ad for something naughty catches her eye while searching for dragon shifter romances, her curiosity gets the better of her.

      With a reckless click, she unwittingly signs up for a dating agency. A week later, she’s on a date with a man she thinks is just part of a cosplay escort service.

      But Drake isn’t just charming—he’s a real dragon shifter and her fated mate.
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      One Night with a Dragon is written for mature audiences.

      It may contain subjects of alcohol, drugs, and prostitution.

      For a more detailed list of possible triggers, visit my website (katensmore.com) and click “Trigger Warnings” in the navigation bar. Please be forewarned that the detailed listing will have plot spoilers.

      If you are concerned about a particular trigger, please do not hesitate to contact me. There is a chat feature on my website, or you can find my contact details in the “About the Author” section.

    

  


  
    
      To all the readers out there who dreamed of a billionaire book boyfriend with a fancy peen...

      and a huge library...
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      I flipped the "Closed" sign on the quaint bookstore's front door with a practiced flick of my wrist, feeling the familiar thrum of satisfaction as I began my nightly closing rituals. Nestled between a coffee shop that boasted an endless variety of pumpkin spiced concoctions and an antique store smelling perpetually of must and memories, The Storied Page was my sanctuary—a place where my love for literature wasn't just accepted but celebrated.

      "Goodnight, Austen," I murmured to the worn copy of 'Pride and Prejudice' displayed prominently on the classics shelf. "Sleep tight, Hemingway." A chuckle escaped me as I patted the robust spine of 'The Old Man and the Sea.' It was silly, personifying them like old friends, but in the quiet solitude of the shop, the books seemed to listen.

      By the time I'd returned home, the sky had deepened into a velvety indigo, stars peeking through the urban haze like shy children at a gathering of giants. My apartment, a modest one-bedroom affair above a laundromat, greeted me with the comforting scent of lavender and vanilla—evidence of the scented candles I'd lit earlier. The soft hum of the refrigerator provided a backing track to my evening routine as I kicked off my shoes and padded across the creaky wooden floor.

      The living space was a testament to my penchant for coziness and solitude. An overstuffed armchair sat invitingly near the window, an afghan thrown carelessly over its back. Bookshelves lined the walls, crammed with titles ranging from esoteric poetry anthologies to dog-eared fantasy novels. Each tome was a portal, promising escape and adventure to anyone brave enough to crack open its cover—and I was their willing acolyte.

      My fingers danced along the spines as I passed, a silent greeting to each story that had been my solace on lonelier nights. The room was aglow with the warm light from mismatched table lamps, casting a buttery sheen on the dark wood furniture and illuminating my cluttered writing desk. Notes and post-its, scribbled with quotes and musings, jostled for space amongst stacks of paperbacks waiting to be read.

      I had always been more of a wallflower than the belle of any ball, and it suited me just fine. As I caught a glimpse of myself in the mirror, my reflection confirmed what I already knew: at 24 years old, I was the epitome of 'shy and nerdy'. My long, curly brown hair had a life of its own, cascading in unruly waves down to the middle of my back, as if each curl were trying to escape the mundane existence of being attached to my head. My bright green eyes were perhaps too large for my face, giving me a perpetually startled look, like a deer forever caught in headlights. And let's not forget the freckles—oh, those little natural specks! They dusted my nose and cheeks with such liberal abandon you might think a mischievous pixie had flicked a paintbrush across my skin.

      Some days, it seemed like books were the only ones who got me. It wasn't self-pity speaking; it was just a fact, as plain as the nose on my freckle-dusted face. I loved the smell of pages, the weight of a hardcover in my hands, the rush of losing myself in a story. Worlds unfolded before me, adventures beckoned, and characters became cherished friends, all without the messy complications of real human interaction.

      I poured myself a glass of white wine and settled onto my couch, letting out a contented sigh. The cushions enveloped me like an old friend's hug. This was my world, small though it might be, filled with the whispered promises of a thousand lives I could live through the pages of my beloved books. Each night, after guiding fellow book-lovers through the labyrinth of genres at The Storied Page, I'd return here, to my haven, eager to lose myself once more in the written word.

      Excited to search for a new book to read, I rolled the small portable desk I’d purchased earlier in the week in front of me. After flipping the laptop lid and typing in my password, I quickly opened my internet browser and clicked the bookmark for my favourite online bookstore, a fizz of excitement bubbling through me. The cursor blinked in the search bar like a challenge.

      Something sultry.

      My love life—or the lack thereof—was about as exciting as watching paint dry, and my dates with these fictional romances were the
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