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​Chapter One: Return to Hollow Creek
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The rain fell in sheets as Harper Blake drove past the rusted “Welcome to Hollow Creek” sign, its paint peeling like dead skin. She hadn’t seen that sign in twelve years—not since she left town in a cloud of grief and whispers after her sister Emily’s funeral.The town hadn't changed much. Hollow Creek still looked like a postcard someone forgot to mail—quiet, quaint, and filled with secrets. Harper didn’t want to be back. But rent was due, her editor had stopped returning her emails, and the only story that might save her career had a return address etched in her nightmares.

Three deaths in five weeks. All women. All ruled accidents or suicides. But Harper knew better. She always did.

She pulled into the gravel drive of her childhood home. The porch light flickered weakly, like it remembered how to be welcoming but had forgotten the details. Her mother met her at the door, thinner than Harper remembered, her eyes hollow.

“They’re not going to stop,” her mother whispered. “You know that, right?”

Harper paused on the threshold. “What do you mean?”

But her mother only shook her head and disappeared into the house like a shadow.
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​Chapter Two: The First Whisper
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Harper set up her laptop on the rickety kitchen table, old coffee rings staining the wood like ghosts of mornings past. She pulled up the local reports on the recent deaths. Paige Willis, age 29, fell from a second-story window. Accident. Lisa Montgomery, found drowned in her own bathtub. Suicide. And just last week Chelsea Knox. No official cause listed yet. Found in the woods. No one walks those woods anymore.

A message pinged on her screen.

Unknown Sender: “She’s still here. Look in the floorboards.”

Harper’s blood ran cold.

A prank? Her old house was a creaky, rumor-filled wreck. Still, her fingers moved before she could second-guess herself. She found the old pry bar in the garage and knelt in her childhood bedroom, where the floor groaned under her weight.

She pried back a loose board and found...a Polaroid. A girl in a white dress. Standing at the edge of the woods. Blood on her hands.Seeing this photo flooded her with the pain and hurt she felt the night tragedy struck her family.

Harper turned the photo over.

"Find me."
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​Chapter Three: The Girl in White
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Harper stood at the edge of the forest, her boots sinking into wet leaves. The trees loomed tall, whispering secrets in the wind. She held the Polaroid tight in her pocket, her pulse quickening with every step into the green gloom.
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She hadn't walked these woods since Emily’s body was found here. They said it was an accident then too. She remembered screaming when they lowered her sister into the ground, her mother clutching her rosary like it might keep the truth buried.It was a hurt I've never experienced , a deep pain that never gets better .We just learn to accept it and learn different ways to deal with it each day.

Snap.

Harper spun around. No one was there. Just the sound of rain hitting branches.

Then she heard it. A voice. Soft. Familiar.

“Help me.”

She froze. “Emily?”

Another whisper. “He’s still watching.”Struggling to find out where it was coming from she turned and ran, the tree branches clawing at her jacket. She burst out of the woods and into the open field, dropping to her knees, breath ragged. She was no longer chasing a story. She was being hunted by it.

By someone with the intent to deal her the same fate as Emily. 
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​Chapter Four: Old Bones
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The Hollow Creek police station smelled like old paper and stale coffee. Harper sat across from Sheriff Dane Calloway, a former high school football star who aged like spoiled milk.

“I heard you’re sniffing around again,” he said, leaning back in his chair. “Looking for ghosts?”

Harper didn’t flinch. “Three women are dead. You think I’m the only one wondering what the hell’s going on?”You should think again
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Dane’s eyes narrowed. “People die, Blake. Don’t go stirring things up. You remember what happened last time.” What he said went through her like a hot knife through butter.

“Last time, my sister died,” Harper snapped. “And no one cared enough to ask why.”Now I'm here to find out what happened, she was more than a sister ,She was my best friend.

She was upset when she left the station with a burning under her skin smoldering like a hot piece of coal. Dane was hiding something. Just like he had all those years ago.I know he is trying to cover it up,like he's protecting something ,but what ?

Back home, she poured over the photo again trying hard to find  something she missed before.Something had changed. A smudge that hadn’t been there before. She squinted. No it was writing.Who’s writing was it and where was it when she first saw the photo? It doesn't matter it's the clue she needed.

“He buried the truth. Under the old chapel.”

Her hands trembled. The chapel had been abandoned since the fire. Since the night Emily vanished.It was almost like going through the tragedy all over again .She almost lost it but knew she had to stay strong for her sister.
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