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He Will Rejoice Over You
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The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. (Zephaniah 3:17, ESV)

Many people have lived their entire lives without ever truly being loved.

Some have known violence instead of gentleness; others abandonment instead of faithfulness. Some have been manipulated by those who claimed authority over them. Others have lived under the crushing weight of shame, rejection, fear, or indifference. Even within the church, many have learned to expect performance rather than affection. They know how to obey outwardly while inwardly hiding from God in fear.

For such people, the language of revival can sound frightening. They hear words like surrender, holiness, repentance, or the presence of God, and instead of hope they feel terror. If every embrace they have ever known concealed pain, why would they trust another?

The great tragedy is this: many people project onto God the face of every person who ever wounded them.

They imagine Him cold because others were cold.

They imagine Him harsh because others were harsh.

They imagine Him impossible to please because others demanded perfection.

They imagine Him distant because everyone else abandoned them.

But revival begins with a revelation so profound, so healing, and so overwhelming that it changes everything:


God is not what sin, shame, or broken humanity taught us to expect.


Revival is not fundamentally about emotional meetings, crowded altars, public manifestations, or unusual experiences. Revival is God drawing near to His people until dead hearts live again. It is the Father embracing prodigals. It is heaven invading the ruins of the human soul.

James writes, “Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you” (James 4:8, ESV). The invitation itself reveals the heart of God. He is not retreating from humanity. He is calling humanity to Himself.

The Lord declares through Jeremiah, “I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you” (Jeremiah 31:3, ESV). His love is not temporary, fragile, or reluctant. It is everlasting.

The prophet Zephaniah gives one of the most astonishing descriptions of God in all Scripture:


“The LORD your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.” (Zephaniah 3:17, ESV)

Many people can imagine God tolerating them. Few can imagine Him rejoicing over them.

But revival begins when the soul starts to believe that the God it feared may actually be the God it has been searching for all along.

The Heart of God Toward Humanity

To understand revival, one must first understand the character of God. Revival does not begin in human emotion. It begins in divine affection.

When Moses asked to see the glory of God, the Lord proclaimed His own nature:


“The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.” (Exodus 34:6, ESV)


Consider how God introduces Himself. He does not begin with wrath, though He is holy. He begins with mercy, grace, patience, steadfast love, and faithfulness.

David echoes this revelation in Psalm 103:


“The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.” (Psalm 103:8, ESV)

The wounded human heart struggles to believe this. Shame whispers that God only tolerates us. Fear tells us that God’s patience is almost exhausted. Religion without intimacy portrays Him as a demanding master who is perpetually disappointed.

Yet Jesus Christ came specifically to destroy these lies.

Perhaps nowhere is the heart of God more visible than in the parable of the prodigal son in Luke 15. The son has squandered everything. He is broken, humiliated, and starving. He rehearses a speech about unworthiness. He expects rejection.

But Jesus says:


“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.” (Luke 15:20, ESV)


In the ancient world, patriarchs did not run. Yet Jesus intentionally portrays the father laying aside dignity in order to reach his returning son.

This is revival.

Revival is the moment when prodigals discover that the Father was looking down the road for them the entire time.

The Puritan pastor Richard Sibbes wrote, “There is more mercy in Christ than sin in us.”​[1] Wounded hearts struggle to believe such words, yet they capture the very heart of the gospel.

Many believers live as spiritual orphans even while calling God “Father.” They intellectually believe in forgiveness while emotionally expecting rejection. Revival restores not merely doctrine, but communion.

Our Deep Thirst for God

Every human being was created for fellowship with God. The ache within the human soul is ultimately an ache for Him.

David cries:


“O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you;
my flesh faints for you,
as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.” (Psalm 63:1, ESV)

Humanity expends enormous energy trying to satisfy this thirst through lesser things: success, pleasure, achievement, entertainment, relationships, religion, power, or distraction. Yet none of these can heal us because we were created for God Himself.

Jesus told the Samaritan woman:


“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again.” (John 4:13–14, ESV)


Revival occurs when the Holy Spirit awakens people to the reality that they are dying of thirst far from the fountain of life.

The tragedy is that many wounded people stop acknowledging their thirst altogether. Disappointment teaches them that hope is dangerous. Abuse teaches them not to need anything deeply. They bury desire beneath cynicism and self-protection.

But revival resurrects holy longing.

It awakens the soul to the possibility that intimacy with God is not fantasy. Communion with Him is what humanity was created for from the beginning.

Sin Distorts Our View of God

After Adam and Eve sinned, Scripture says:


“And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God.” (Genesis 3:8, ESV)


Notice carefully: God came walking toward them.

Humanity had rebelled, yet God approached.

But Adam and Eve hid because sin had distorted their perception of Him. Shame transformed the God they once loved into someone they feared.

This remains the condition of humanity today.

Sin blinds the mind and hardens the heart. The apostle Paul writes that unbelievers are darkened in their understanding and alienated from the life of God (Ephesians 4:18). Humanity does not merely commit sinful acts; it develops false ideas about God Himself.

Some view Him as cruel.

Some view Him as distant.

Some view Him as impossible to please.

Some view Him as uninterested in their pain.

These distortions become strongholds that resist revival because revival requires intimacy, and intimacy requires trust.

Many people fear surrendering to God because every previous surrender to another human being resulted in pain. They expect God to exploit vulnerability rather than heal it.

But Jesus came to reveal the Father truthfully.

Jesus Reveals the Heart of God

John writes:


“No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.” (John 1:18, ESV)


Jesus is far more than a messenger from God. He is the revelation of God.

To see Christ is to see the Father.

When Philip asked Jesus to show them the Father, Jesus replied:


“Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” (John 14:9, ESV)


What, then, do we see in Christ?

We see Him touching lepers everyone else avoided,
defending the ashamed woman others wanted to stone,
welcoming children,
weeping at Lazarus’s tomb,
restoring Peter after failure,
and dining with sinners.
We see Him carrying a cross for rebels who hated Him.

Jesus declares:


“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28, ESV)


Notice the tenderness of the invitation.

Christ does not say, “Come to me once you have fixed yourself.” He says, “Come to me” in the middle of weariness, burden, failure, and exhaustion.

The theologian John Owen wrote that believers are called into “communion with God.”​[2] Christianity is not self-improvement. It is restored fellowship with the living God through Jesus Christ.

Revival is Christ drawing near until theology becomes encounter.

It is the realization that the God we feared has scars in His hands.

Revival Is Restoring What Sin Destroyed

Throughout Scripture, revival occurs whenever God restores His people to Himself.

When Israel drifted into idolatry, revival came through repentance and renewed covenant fellowship. Under Hezekiah and Josiah, the Word of God was rediscovered, worship was restored, and hearts were softened.​[3] At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended and transformed fearful disciples into bold witnesses filled with joy and holy love.

The psalmist cries:


“Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?” (Psalm 85:6, ESV)

Notice the goal of revival: rejoicing in God.

Revival is more than religious activity, emotionalism, or spectacle.

Revival is restored delight in God Himself.

True revival always contains both conviction and joy. God exposes sin, but He exposes it in order to heal. He wounds in order to restore. He tears down false refuges so that people may discover the safety of His presence.

The Welsh preacher Martyn Lloyd-Jones described revival as days when God becomes “inescapably real.”​[4] That is precisely what happens: the nearness of God overwhelms ordinary religious routine.

Revival Is Healing the Wounded Heart

Many believers know the doctrines of grace while living internally under condemnation.

They have been forgiven legally but remain imprisoned emotionally. They pray like servants instead of sons and daughters.

Yet Scripture declares:


“The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.” (Romans 8:16, ESV)


The Holy Spirit does more than inform believers intellectually that they belong to God. He makes the love of God experientially known within the heart.

Paul writes:


“God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” (Romans 5:5, ESV)


Revival often brings profound healing because wounded believers finally encounter the tenderness of God personally rather than abstractly.

The prophet Isaiah writes:


“He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted.” (Isaiah 61:1, ESV)


God not only pardons sinners; He restores shattered people.

Many Christians secretly fear intimacy with God because they assume exposure will lead to destruction. Yet the gospel reveals the opposite. Christ exposes sin precisely because He intends to heal the sinner.

Revival dismantles self-protection.

It teaches wounded souls that the embrace is real.

The Presence of God Poured Out

At the center of revival is the work of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus declared:


“Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” (John 7:38, ESV)


John explains that Jesus was speaking about the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit makes God present to His people. He awakens dead hearts, convicts of sin, reveals Christ, assures believers of adoption, empowers holiness, and fills the church with love for God.

This is why revival history is ultimately the history of divine visitation.

Whether in the First Great Awakening, the Welsh Revival, or the Azusa Street Revival, the defining testimony was always the same: God had drawn near.

Meetings became secondary. Programs became secondary. Human personalities became secondary.

When God manifests His presence, eternity invades ordinary life.

Why Revival Is Both Terrifying and Beautiful

Revival is beautiful because it is the nearness of God.

But revival is also terrifying because the presence of God destroys illusions.

Jesus said:


“And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.” (John 3:19, ESV)


Human beings instinctively resist exposure. We build identities around self-protection, pride, distraction, control, or hidden sin. Revival threatens these defenses because God refuses to leave His children imprisoned behind them.

Yet the terror of surrender eventually gives way to freedom.

Hebrews declares:


“Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16, ESV)


Notice the astonishing phrase: throne of grace.

The throne of the sovereign God is more than a throne of power. For those in Christ, it is a throne of grace.

Revival teaches the soul to stop running from God and start running toward Him.

Come Home

At the end of Scripture, the invitation remains open:


“The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come.’” (Revelation 22:17, ESV)


The invitation of revival is not reserved for spiritual elites, famous preachers, or unusually gifted Christians.

It is for the exhausted.

For the ashamed.

For the addicted.

For the numb.

For the cynical.

For the religious.

For the prodigal.

For those who no longer believe joy is possible.

Jesus says:


“Whoever comes to me I will never cast out.” (John 6:37, ESV)


Not occasionally cast out.

Not reluctantly received.

Never cast out.

Revival begins when people finally believe that promise.

The enemy has spent centuries convincing humanity that God is withholding Himself. Yet the entire testimony of Scripture declares the opposite. God has always been the One pursuing humanity.

From Eden to Calvary to Pentecost to the final invitation of Revelation, God has continually drawn near to broken people.

And perhaps the greatest obstacle to revival is not ignorance, weakness, or failure.

Perhaps it is unbelief regarding the goodness of God.

Digging Again the Wells

The Philistines had filled the wells with dirt.

In many lives, the wells of communion with God have likewise been stopped up by shame, fear, disappointment, false theology, bitterness, pride, trauma, sin, and unbelief.

But revival comes through reopening of the wells.

It is the restoration of intimacy with God.

It is the rediscovery of His voice, His presence, His holiness, His joy, and His love.

The Father still walks through the garden calling for His children.

Christ still stretches out nail-scarred hands toward sinners.

The Spirit still cries out within the church for deeper communion with God.

And revival begins when wounded hearts finally dare to believe that the embrace of the Father is real.
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And Isaac dug again the wells of water that had been dug in the days of Abraham his father, which the Philistines had stopped after the death of Abraham. And he gave them the names that his father had given them. But when Isaac's servants dug in the valley and found there a well of spring water, (Genesis 26:18-19, ESV)

​The Presence of God

In the desert, knowing where the water is means the difference between survival and death. Beneath the blazing sun, with heat shimmering across endless sand and stone, thirst becomes a ruthless master. Lips crack, strength fades, judgment weakens, and every mile without water pushes the traveler closer to collapse. Entire caravans have vanished beneath desert winds because they failed to find the hidden spring or forgotten well in time. But the seasoned desert wanderer learns to read the wilderness differently. A cluster of green in the distance, dampness beneath dry sand, the flight of birds at dusk—these become signs of hope, clues pointing toward life concealed beneath the barren earth. One uncovered well can save a family, a tribe, even generations. This is why Scripture speaks of God as the “fountain of living waters” (Jeremiah 2:13, ESV).

Humanity lives in a spiritual desert, exhausted from drinking sand, chasing mirages, and digging broken cisterns that cannot satisfy. Revival begins when thirsty souls rediscover where the water truly is. For the person dying of thirst, nothing matters more than the sound of flowing water. And for the spiritually barren soul, nothing matters more than the returning presence of God.

From the river flowing through Eden to the river of life in the New Jerusalem, Scripture presents God as the source of living water. Humanity’s deepest crisis is not moral failure, political corruption, or social collapse alone. It is separation from the fountain of life itself. Revival transcends emotional excitement and institutional success. Revival is the restoration of communion with the living God. It is the reopening of blocked wells. It is the return of living water to spiritually dry places.

​The Source of Life

The biblical story begins in a garden watered by the presence of God.

In Genesis 2:10, Moses writes:


“A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four rivers.” (ESV)


Eden was more than a geographical paradise. It was the dwelling place of divine fellowship. God walked with humanity in unhindered communion. The river flowing outward from Eden symbolizes life proceeding from the presence of God. Throughout Scripture, this becomes a recurring pattern: where God dwells, life flows outward.

G. K. Beale argues that Eden functioned as the first sanctuary-temple, the place where heaven and earth met.​[5] The river imagery reinforces this idea. Life, blessing, and fruitfulness radiated outward from God’s presence.

Sin shattered this communion. Humanity was expelled eastward from Eden, separated from the direct enjoyment of God. Ever since, the human story has been marked by spiritual thirst.

The psalmist captures this longing:


“As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God.” (Psalm 42:1, ESV)


Humanity’s deepest thirst is not for success, pleasure, power, or even religious experience. It is for God Himself.

​Wells and Covenant Life

The imagery develops significantly in the patriarchal narratives. In the ancient world, wells were precious. Entire communities depended upon them.

Again and again in Genesis, wells become places of divine encounter:

	Hagar encounters the God who sees her beside a spring in the wilderness (Genesis 16:13–14).

	Abraham secures covenant territory through wells (Genesis 21:25–34).

	Rebekah is encountered at a well (Genesis 24).

	Jacob meets Rachel at a well (Genesis 29).


Wells repeatedly become places where divine providence intersects with covenant history.

Yet one of the most spiritually significant passages occurs in Genesis 26.

After Abraham’s death, the Philistines stopped up the wells he had dug:


“Now the Philistines had stopped and filled with earth all the wells that his father’s servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father.” (Genesis 26:15, ESV)


God then speaks to Isaac, and he returns to Gerar to reopen the wells:


“And Isaac dug again the wells of water that had been dug in the days of Abraham his father.” (Genesis 26:18, ESV)


The imagery is profound. The wells represented Abraham’s inheritance and covenant blessing. The enemy filled them with earth in an attempt to erase the legacy of life and fruitfulness.

Spiritually, this pictures what often happens during seasons of decline. Wells that once flowed with living water become buried beneath compromise, neglect, unbelief, tradition, worldliness, or spiritual apathy.

Isaac’s task was not to invent a new source of water. His task was to reopen what had been lost.

Throughout church history, revival movements have repeatedly understood themselves in precisely these terms. Revival is






	Esek means “contention”

	Sitnah means “enmity”

	Rehoboth means “broad places”




​Water in the Wilderness

















​Broken Cisterns










	religious formalism without spiritual life,

	intellectual orthodoxy without intimacy,

	activism without prayer,

	emotionalism without holiness,

	institutional power without dependence upon the Spirit.





​The Language of Spiritual Thirst









​Ezekiel’s River

















	conversions,

	reconciliation,

	moral transformation,

	renewed mission,

	care for the poor,

	and spiritual awakening.



​The Fulfillment of Living Water






















	He is the fulfillment of the wilderness rock, 

	He is the source of salvation, 

	He is the giver of the Spirit, 

	and the Spirit has become the indwelling river within believers.



​The Rivers of God










​Reopening the Wells





	conviction of spiritual dryness,

	dissatisfaction with superficial religion,

	longing for God’s manifest presence.







​The Final Restoration
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