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ONE THING I ASK FROM the Lord, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.~Psalm 27:4
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IMAGINE. BEING SECURELY tied and thrown into a fiery furnace because of your heart to worship the God of your Salvation. Being sold into slavery because of your faith in the dreams God has given to you or being nailed to a cross because of your commitment to carry out your assignment.

When you examine the lives of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, Joseph, or Jesus, you will find a commonality. They all were non-fearing. They all had a unique level of trust. They all were Pressed to Worship. 

What we use as the driving force to commit ourselves to better our lives breathes a different vibration into our everyday thoughts and practices. We are prepared for distractions and disappointments. We possess a strength that does not easily cave. We look to a horizon, that separates the natural from spiritual. Given the climate of change that persistently tries to force its way into our homes, workspaces and relationships, those who make the conscious effort to keep worship as a priority tend to lead peaceful and more fulfilling lifestyles. 

This is the foundational practice of the Believer in Christ Jesus—Not to overshadow  God’s Will with self-righteousness, but to always find ourselves in a submissive position of a need; an active movement to carry out what we are taught; not through outer influences but through our intimate experiences in worship. To colorize this Gospel as one of hope, peace, joy and love. 

PRESSED- Life Of A Worshipper takes you on journeys of incredulous circumstances that would make one tart at the very thought that God really cares about what transpires in our lives yet, captures the heart that still wants him as ruler over it. It undresses the truth that “The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him.” ~Nahum 1:7 

You will understand why many still gravitate to the splendor found in salvation with all its pain, grief and frustration. What is it about the cross that draws the faithful to its presence and keeps us desiring more?

May your light shine brighter, dedication roots grow deeper as God speaks to your heart concerning how he wants your individual worship. 
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WORSHIP HAS A VAST definition and how we relate to it determines our level of obedience. The story of Jonah is known for him being swallowed up in the belly of a fish (some claim it to be a whale) however, what put him there is what I would like to focus on. 

Jonah was a Prophet whom God gifted the ability to relay his word to Nineveh, a lost city full of lasciviousness and wicked behaviors. What Jonah considered offensive; God saw as a heart condition that needed attention. It was an opportunity for God’s grace to abound; an atmosphere that could become more than what was represented. Jonah, tossed away his humbleness, gambled with the responsibility of being Chosen. Deciding to take judgment into his own hands, he was not willing to comply to God’s assignment. He allowed bitterness and hatred to lead him instead. No one was more deserving of punishment than the people of Nineveh! As the story builds, we see Jonah struggling to obey the calling on his life as he experiences a downward spiral of events. First the whale and then one mean sunburn (Jonah Chapters 1-4). God would not choose anyone else to carry the message to the city. It was mandated that Jonah be the messenger and that contract could not be altered. 

Perhaps, unbeknownst to him, God was doing an inside job with Jonah’s heart; teaching him that the abundance of worship could only be found in the willingness to simply obey. Similarly, when we find ourselves angry and bitter, not wanting to relax in God’s perfect will, we not only become toxic to ourselves but to those around us. Seeking chief counsel over another’s life keeps us bewildered while revealing our true hearts. God reconciles everyone back to their original purpose. No matter how ugly or unapproachable it seems. There is not one soul that does not deserve to have a better version of themselves excavated from ruin. 

So when does the worshipper in us take center stage? Is it when we feel like God will not challenge us with accountability and we attempt to perfume him with fancy words, actions and deeds? Does it mean that we can keep giving excuses as to why we are not ready to surrender the clutches over our hearts? Sincere worship allows us to be vulnerable and honest. Although we feel angry or frustrated about our personal life or the choices of others, the desire to want to be pleasing in God’s sight steps in and drives us to see it as God does. 

In reading the story of Jonah, I wondered if he knew how special he was to God—to have revealed to him the needs of an entire city. The role he was born for was a unique one. Not everyone walks in the gift of a Prophet. God trusted Jonah with his people! It was a partnership, an esteemed honor to stand representative of the voice of God. 

The experiences of Jonah reveal a few things concerning obedience through worship:

	Separate facts from emotions.







	Keep yourself in right position. God directs, you follow.







	When you confess and obey, you welcome your own deliverance.


A sustained future belongs to those who really thirst for it. Worship invites us to maximize on the promises of God. It restores balance in the definition of ownership. When we worship, we own our freedom. Jonah could not be free until he obeyed. The fish symbolizes the holding pattern Jonah was in until God got him to release his toxic thinking. In this dark place, one of isolation, he recognized who was really in control. 

God always give us the opportunity to do what Jonah did—Divert from the original plan to set ourselves up for failure. God was patient with Jonah like he wanted Jonah to be with the people he was being sent to. Sometimes God will trust you to remove your own mask. He knows what you are capable of. When you can finally breathe, you can run the race and finish! 

Who Do You Love More?

Although Jonah obeyed and delivered the message to the city of Nineveh, he still had not fully let go of his bias. It still made him cringe at the fact that God wanted to free those people. God knew what was in Jonah’s heart but still used him in a mighty way. God’s love for his people was stronger than  Jonah’s fickle heart. God must yet again, give him another lesson, the Lord gives and takes away (Jonah 4). 

Grow to be the type of worshipper that does not need repeat performances of God’s discipline. Be the type of worshipper that tells God how much you appreciate his love and patience. I have been able to revisit times in my life where I was ignorant to the things that could have happened to me while I was a willing participant in my dysfunction. The realization of God’s love was like a warm blanket, filling my heart with joy and appreciation. It made me more understanding of other’s journeys and inspired me to be a stronger witness. I believe Jonah missed out on being able to reach a dying city by not being compassionate. It makes sense why his anger had not left. He let social economics get in the way of seeing what God loved more. “But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many animals?” ~Jonah 4:10-11 

God will come after one soul in order to bring his purpose full circle. His love will chase you down, until you are open to receive it.

God’s love is not selfish and if you are to walk after his principles, the same rules apply. God will teach you how to love and accept. He will give you wisdom on how to push past judgment by centering your heart first. Worship does not invite selfishness to rule besides it. The purity found in being vulnerable before God has the ability to transform us in the midst of our confession. For many, it takes a few laps around the throne to bring us in harmony with his will. Never give up on trusting God with your heart. He will lead you to people and places where you too can deliver like Jonah did and provide you with fresh water for others to drink and a strong message that will sustain and encourage rigid behaviors to obey!

2

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
PRESSED
Different Life






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png
GXO+—





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





