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This book is dedicated to all the believers the world over for whom the following would be true:

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”

John 5:24

Contents

INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER ONE

The Lord Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, but He is not received as King by the leadership of the nation of Israel!

CHAPTER TWO

The Lord Jesus withers a fig tree as illustrative of God's response to the nation of Israel not having received His Son as King!

CHAPTER THREE

The Lord Jesus is confronted by the leadership of the nation of Israel regarding the source of His authority, which leads to His telling them two parables, in order to convict them of their sin of unbelief!

CHAPTER FOUR

The Lord Jesus Christ continues His encounter with the leadership of the nation of Israel in unbelief by giving them a third parable!

CHAPTER FIVE

The Pharisees send some of their disciples to try to trap The Lord Jesus so as to have some excuse to turn Him over to the Romans!

CHAPTER SIX

The Sadducees now come to The Lord Jesus in an attempt to trap Him in some hypothetical situation involving the Law of Moses!

CHAPTER SEVEN

Now that the Sadducees have been silenced, we then see the Pharisees themselves come to The Lord Jesus with evil intent in their questioning!

CHAPTER EIGHT

We now see that it is The Lord Jesus’ turn to ask the Pharisees a question regarding David!

CHAPTER NINE

The Lord Jesus now turns to the crowds and His disciples, and denounces the Pharisees to them!

CHAPTER TEN

The Lord Jesus pronounces seven woes against the scribes and Pharisees, while continuing to expose them as not being of God!

CHAPTER ELEVEN

The Lord Jesus' parting words to the city of Jerusalem, as the capital of the nation of Israel in unbelief!

ADDENDUM A

The four ages of time!

ADDENDUM B

The two comings from Heaven to earth of God’s Son, our Lord Jesus

ADDENDUM C

God’s resurrection program in time!

ADDENDUM D

For those who may not as yet know God!

The next book

End pages

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

INTRODUCTION

[image: ]


A WHILE BACK, A COMMENTARY was done on Matthew’s gospel account in God’s word, which, if published, would have been well over fifteen hundred pages. Since this would have been too large a book, and also too costly to buy, God is now leading His servant to pick out some material from Matthew’s gospel account that believers should be aware of and which will surely bless, encourage, and build up spiritually all those who read it!

We are to note that Matthew’s gospel account was given by God to connect the Old Testament with the New Testament, and also to prove to those of the nation of Israel and all mankind that Jesus is indeed the Jew’s long awaited Messiah, The One that God promised at Genesis 3:15 to send to earth one day!

Please note that Matthew Chapters 5,6,7 were covered by an earlier book published under the title, “Jesus’ Sermon On The Mount: Matthew 5 to 7.” Also, Matthew Chapters 24,25 were also covered by an earlier book, published under the title, “Jesus’ Olivet Discourse: Matthew 24,25.” Then Book 1 in the present series covered Matthew Chapters 1 to the end of Chapter 4; Book 2 covered Matthew Chapter 8 to the end of Chapter 10; Book 3 covered Matthew 11 to the end of Chapter 13; Book 4 covered Matthew 14 to the end of Matthew 17. Book 5 covers Matthew 18 to the end of Chapter 20. And now the current book, Book 6, covers Matthew 21 to the end of Chapter 23.

And please also note that there an Addenda with four sections at the back of the book. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time, for any reading the book that might not be aware of the fact that God has divided all of time into four ages. Then in Addendum B, there is a brief outline of the two comings from Heaven to earth in time of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus, for any who may not be familiar with this information either. In Addendum C, we have important information on God’s resurrection program in time. And then in Addendum D, we have a presentation of the gospel, which is the good news that God gives in His word regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus, for any readers who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God through faith in His Son.

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier
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The Lord Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, but He is not received as King by the leadership of the nation of Israel!
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AS WE BEGIN MATTHEW 21, we see that God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, Who has been on His way to Jerusalem after leaving Galilee one last time (noting Matthew 19:1,2; 20:17,18,29), is now seen approaching the western slope of the Mount of Olives, about to make His entry as the rightful heir to the throne as King of the nation of Israel (noting Matthew 2:1,2), noting now what we read starting at Matthew 21:1-5, "[1] WHEN THEY HAD APPROACHED JERUSALEM AND HAD COME TO BETHPHAGE, AT THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, then Jesus sent two disciples, [2] saying to them, "Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me. [3] If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord has need of them,' and immediately he will send them.' " [4] THIS TOOK PLACE TO FULFILL WHAT WAS SPOKEN THROUGH THE PROPHET: [5] "SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, 'BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, GENTLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A BEAST OF BURDEN.' " " 

We note that once The Lord Jesus had reached Bethphage on the west side of the Mount of Olives, having just come by way of Jericho (Matthew 20:29), that He sends two disciples - who are unnamed here, and also at Mark and Luke’s accounts of the same event, but who were likely two of those who were later to be apostles, once sent out - to the village opposite where they were at Bethphage, which we note from a Biblical map cannot be other than BETHANY, which is just south of Bethphage, about two miles from Jerusalem (noting John 11:18). 

And so, we see that these two disciples, who were told that they "will find a donkey tied there and a colt with her," which they were to untie and bring to The Lord Jesus at Bethpage, also being told that "if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord has need of them,' and immediately he will send them.' " 

What we are to observe here is that this was not only Bethany, as the village opposite Bethphage in view here, but this was also the home of Lazarus, Martha, and Mary, to which the two disciples end up going to for the donkey and the colt, which is why we see a readiness to supply whatever The Lord Jesus would ask of them, as those whom He loved, noting John 11:1-5, and who no doubt also loved Him, being believers!

What is then very important for us to see here is the reason and meaning behind The Lord Jesus obtaining the donkey and the colt in order to enter Jerusalem with, which reason is given to us at verse 21:4 here as, "this took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet," whom we know to be Zechariah here, who had prophesied by inspiration at Zechariah 9:9, "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! BEHOLD, YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU; He is just and endowed with salvation, humble, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

Matthew was then led of God to quote by inspiration only the parts of the prophecy that would now be applicable at The Lord Jesus' first coming from Heaven to earth, as we then see at verse 21:5, there reading, "Say to the daughter of Zion, 'BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, gentle, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.' " 

And what is also very important to see here is that the content of the prophecy at Zechariah 9:9, which is quoted here at Matthew 21:5, is for "the daughter of Zion," which we have seen from a study of the words "daughter" and also "Zion" refers to the city of Jerusalem on earth (noting Isaiah 52:2). 

What is then to be observed here is that the statement at Zechariah 9:9, "Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem," this is now a reference to the temple Mount, which we note was left out of the quote at Matthew 21:5, simply because God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, was NOT now being received as King by the nation of Israel, which is also why the additional statement at Zechariah 9:9, "He is just and endowed with salvation," was NOT repeated in the quote at Matthew 21:5, simply because this will only be true at the second stage of The Lord Jesus' second coming from Heaven to earth - which is at the beginning of the fourth age of time, being when God’s Son will be received by the nation of Israel as their King, and when He will also bring salvation to the whole of the nation of Israel, consisting at that point of only the elect of the nation of Israel, noting Romans 11:26,27!

In having the background to what was about to take place, namely God’s Son in human flesh, The Lord Jesus, about to enter Jerusalem to present Himself as King to the leadership of the nation of Israel at the temple, we now have the actual event take place, including the response of the leadership of the nation of Israel to that entry and presentation, noting now what we read at Matthew 21:6-17, "[6] The disciples went and did just as Jesus had instructed them, [7] and brought the donkey and the colt, and laid their coats on them; and He sat on the coats. [8] Most of the crowd spread their coats in the road, and others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them in the road. [9] THE CROWDS GOING AHEAD OF HIM, AND THOSE WHO FOLLOWED, WERE SHOUTING, "HOSANNA TO THE SON OF DAVID; BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST!" [10] WHEN HE HAD ENTERED JERUSALEM, ALL THE CITY WAS STIRRED, SAYING, "WHO IS THIS?" [11] AND THE CROWDS WERE SAYING, "THIS IS THE PROPHET JESUS, FROM NAZARETH IN GALILEE." [12] And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all those who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who were selling doves. [13] And He said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer'; but you are making it a robbers' den." [14] And the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them. [15] But WHEN THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES SAW THE WONDERFUL THINGS THAT HE HAD DONE, AND THE CHILDREN WHO WERE SHOUTING IN THE TEMPLE, "HOSANNA TO THE SON OF DAVID," THEY BECAME INDIGNANT [16] and said to Him, "Do You hear what these children are saying?" And Jesus said to them, "Yes; have you never read, 'Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies You have prepared praise for Yourself'?" [17] AND HE LEFT THEM AND WENT OUT OF THE CITY TO BETHANY, AND SPENT THE NIGHT THERE." 

We have here at verses 21:1,26 a classic example of what a disciple is to do every single moment of every day, "Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them...," with their response being, "THE DISCIPLES WENT AND DID JUST AS JESUS HAD INSTRUCTED THEM." What we are to realize from this is that The Lord Jesus is still at present guiding His disciples, doing so from Heaven by The precious Holy Spirit indwelling each!

And what we also learn here is that not all disciples are called to the same task by God - one is given one task and another is given another task. And so, we see two of the disciples bring the donkey and the colt as instructed, and then proceed to lay their coats on them so that God’s Son can sit on them in his journey into Jerusalem. 

Then we note that as The Lord Jesus proceeded up the Mount of Olives from Bethphage and down again on the east side towards Jerusalem, where we see "most of the crowd spread their coats in the road," while others from the crowd "were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them in the road," with "the crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed shouting, "Hosanna to THE SON OF DAVID; blessed is He who comes in the name of The Lord; Hosanna in the highest!" " 

What needs to be observed from what the crowd was shouting here is that it was NOT just a random thought on their part, but rather, since these were believers - as they were calling The Lord Jesus “son of David,’ thereby acknowledging Him as The Messiah to come - they were being led by God The Father as to what to say, which we are to note here is in part from Psalm 118:26, where we read, "Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; we have blessed you from the house of the Lord," which specifically applied here to God's Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, Who was at this point being presented to the nation of Israel as their King!

And even though The Lord Jesus was being presented to the nation of Israel as their king here, nevertheless, we have known since Matthew 12 that the leadership had already rejected The Lord Jesus as their King, and had since that time been seeking to find ways to get rid of Him.

What this means then is that this event, namely His being received by the leadership of the nation of Israel on behalf of the nation, is something that will NOT take place until at the start of the fourth age of time, after God’s Son has returned from Heaven to earth at the second stage of His second coming!

Then what needs to be further observed here is that as The Lord Jesus enters Jerusalem, with Matthew recording specifically what God wanted recorded of what the crowd was saying, we then read that "all the city was stirred," with people asking, "Who is this?," to which the crowds responded, "This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee," which certainly infers that not only were the people of Jerusalem not looking for The Messiah, but they were totally unable to identify Him when He had in fact come to them, as at the moment then present! 

Then after The Lord Jesus had "entered the temple" - which is the Greek word "Hieros," and which here refers to one of the courts (noting 1 Kings 7:12), to which all the people of the nation of Israel had access to (noting 2 Chronicles 4:9), for it must be remembered that only the priests were allowed to enter the temple building proper, with The Lord Jesus being descended from Judah, not being a descendant of Aaron, and therefore not a priest, noting Hebrews 7:14; Matthew 12:5; John 10:23 - and driven out "all those who were buying and selling in the temple" - which again must be seen as referring to the court of the temple that all the people of Israel had access to - and overturning "the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who were selling doves," He then healed the lame and the blind who were coming to Him, while the children "were shouting in the temple... - which must again be seen as the outer court - "Hosanna to The Son of David."

And what needs to be noted here is that the leadership of the nation of Israel, being in Jerusalem, was observing and hearing all that was being done and said, with their reaction here being, "they became indignant." In other words, instead of gladly receiving The Lord Jesus as their King with open arms, they are indignant, with the word "indignant" meaning as we have seen already at Matthew 20:24, 'with displeasure.' 

As before noted a number of times already, but which bears repeating, God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, came from Heaven to earth at His first coming to die for us, so as to provide for the forgiveness of mankind's sins and the obtaining of eternal life with God through faith in Him, and it would only be at the second stage of His second coming from Heaven to earth, at the start of the fourth age of time, that He will be received as King by the nation of Israel, as they will at that time turn to Him by faith (noting Romans 11:26,27). 

And so here at Matthew 21, we see that the leadership of the nation of Israel, being in unbelief, were like the people in general, not looking for The Messiah, nor prepared to receive Him when He indeed did come to them, as He has just been seen as doing in this entry and presentation!

And then what is significant to note here is what we read at Matthew 21:17, "And He left them and went out of the city to Bethany, and spent the night there." Those that The Lord Jesus leaves here were specifically the leadership of the nation of Israel, who represent the nation before God, which is to be seen here as being the whole purpose for which The Lord Jesus came to the temple, and did what He did, such as riding on a donkey, accompanied by a colt, with the crowd recorded as saying what they did, simply to expose to all the unbelief of the leadership of the nation of Israel AND THEIR OFFICIAL REJECTION OF GOD’S SON AS THEIR KING! 

And with this having now occurred, The Lord Jesus was led of His precious Father to leave Jerusalem and go to Bethany to spend the night, no doubt that being at the home of Lazarus, Martha, and Mary (noting John 11:1,18; 12:1), also returning the donkey and the colt at the same time. What is very important to realize here is that Bethany was also where The Lord Jesus ascended from back to Heaven, noting Luke 24:50!

And before going further here, we should mention a few important observations, one being that at Matthew 21:15, where we have Matthew recording that the children were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David," which they were likely repeating after hearing the crowd going before and after The Lord Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem having said the same thing at verse 21:9, which was not a coincidence, but rather being the very words that God The Father wanted them to repeat and which He wanted the leadership of the nation of Israel to hear them say, so that they could be confronted twice - once from the crowds and the second time from the children's repetition - regarding the truth that The Lord Jesus indeed was The Messiah, The Son of The Living God, Who was prophesied as coming into the world from Genesis 3:15 onward!

It is also important to observe that God’s Son now in human flesh was of the seed of David, noting here the later interchange between The Lord Jesus and the leadership of the nation of Israel at Matthew 22:41,42, "[41] Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question: [42] "What do you think about the Christ, whose son is He?" They said to Him, "The son of David." " What this means then is that to call The Lord Jesus "the son of David" here meant that one recognized and acknowledged Him as The Messiah, that is, The Christ, Who was to come into the world!

Another observation which needs to be made here is found at Matthew 21:8, where we read, "Most of the crowd spread their coats in the road, and others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them in the road," also noting what we read at 2 Kings 9:13, "Then they hurried and each man took his garment and placed it under him on the bare steps, and blew the trumpet, saying, "Jehu is king!" " What comes to mind here is the practice even in our day of spreading a red carpet for persons who are considered royalty, heads of state, or very important!

What is also worthy to be observed, and which is instructive here, is that when The Lord Jesus made His entry into Jerusalem at Matthew 21:10, with the crowds shouting, the people of the city were recorded as saying, "Who is this?," to which the crowds, who were going before and after The Lord Jesus, being recorded as replying at verse 21:11, "This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee." 

When The Lord Jesus had asked the disciples earlier at Matthew 16:13, "...Who do people say that The Son of Man is?," the disciples had replied at verse 16:14, "Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets." After hearing this, The Lord Jesus was recorded at verse 16:15 as asking His disciples, "But who do you say that I am?," to which Peter answered at verse 16:16, on behalf the other disciples, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." And so, what is amazing here is that the crowds were really NOT aware, and therefore did not hold as a heart belief that the Lord Jesus was "The Christ, The Son of The living God" here, but rather, to them He was merely 'the prophet Jesus." 

So even though the "crowds" at Matthew 21:9 were recorded as shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest!," with the term "son of David," as earlier mentioned, being a recognition of The Lord Jesus being 'The Christ,' that is, 'The Messiah' to come, and even though they were repeating what God wanted said from Psalm 118:26 as a testimony to the leadership of the nation of Israel, nevertheless, the “crowds”  are to seen as consisting of two groups, those who were believers, and so following The Lord Jesus, and those who were yet unbelievers, to be seen as NOT having a personal relationship with God, through faith in God’s Son come in the flesh, The Lord Jesus Christ!

We can also observe that the children, recorded at Matthew 21:15 as saying, "Hosanna to The Son of David," were led of God to say what God wanted them to say, not only as a witness to the leadership of the nation of Israel, who heard them, but that God's Son might say to them what He was led of His Father to say at verse 21:16, "Yes; have you never read, 'Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies You have prepared praise for Yourself'?," with the quote being from Psalm 8:2, where we read in full, "From the mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established strength because of Your adversaries, to make the enemy and the revengeful cease." 

What should also be noted here is that the word "Hosanna," which first occurs at Matthew 21:9 in Scripture (which means it does not appear in the Old Testament), as part of what the crowds say, and again at verse 21:15, as part of what the children heard and repeated, is a Hebrew term meaning, 'save, we pray.' As was just noted above, its use by the crowds and the children here, just like the use of the term "son of David," was not mere froth, with no substance, but was said as a prayer, or as praise emanating from a believing heart!

And then one final observation we need to make here is noting at Matthew 21:12 that now The Lord Jesus was led of His Father to do as we now there read, "And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all those who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who were selling doves," while realizing here that The Lord Jesus had by this time gone to the temple many times, with what we read here having never been done, not until now, which meant it was God's timing to do something about it, and to say to the people involved, as we read at verse 21:13, "And He said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer'; but you are making it a robbers' den." 

The first part of the quote here is from Isaiah 56:7, where we read, looking at verses 6 to 8 for context, "[6] Also the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to Him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be His servants, every one who keeps from profaning the sabbath and holds fast My covenant; [7] Even those I will bring to My holy mountain and make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be acceptable on My altar; for My house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples." [8] The
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