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My name is Elizabeth Jane Mary Hurlbut. T was born in Guelph, Ontario, Canada.

T am not deaf, I am hearing, a student of American Sign Language and Deaf Culture.

I am also a cartoonist. Weicome to my book.

My first education in American Sign Language was in a High School Summer School class. Even
though it was a short program, T will always be grateful to my teacher for these first steps
into ASL, the most beautiful language I had ever seen. Years later, while working in a
bookstore, I came across a young lady who was deaf. After giving her the change for her
purchase, I used the only sign I could remember, thank you. She had an astonished look on her
face and hurried back to her mother to share the experience. Her mother, in turn, came to
me and thanked me for what T had done. She fold me her daughter didn't enjoy shopping, but
by acknowledging her and using ASL, T had made her day. This moment was also incredible for
me, as while T was embarrassed for only knowing one word, being able to apply it was not only
a rush it was when I became hooked on sign language.

My first College Course in American Language was ASL101 at Conestoga College. It was a
great reintroduction to the language I had forgotten and my first lessons in deaf history and
deaf culture. I loved every hour, but I didn't do as well as I hoped, and I failed the course.
Getting my first F was disheartening, but it didn't falter my interest in sign. When T
discovered the University of Guelph had a Sign Club with ASL instructors teaching Beginner,
Intermediate, and Advanced ASL, I enrolled immediately. During lessons, teachers would
often add extra words and stories not covered in the textbooks. Out of fear of forgetting
what T was learning, I started making notes and sketches in my textbook. As with my College
studies, T didn't have a partner to practice with, so I started illustrating my lessons in the
hope that drawing them on paper would draw them into my memory as well. When asked what
we did for homework, T would present the finished art. Then one day, my ASL teacher,
Charlie McKelvey looked at my work and in ASL, told me to make a book. His suggestion was
one of the best challenges I could ask for and my largest art project. For me, it meant my
illustrations were accurate, I had permission to make an ASL book and was trusted to do the
book justice. In 2013, I started making this dictionary.

As both Deaf History and Deaf Culture were part of my ASL education, I felt it important to
include them in my dictionary as well. The preparation of these short biographies helped give
me a better understanding and respect for Deaf Culture and its language. Each new word T
would add would lead me to another, and T even began including small notes on ASL grammar.
Tt was a running joke with my friends I'd never finish, but during my last class before the
start of the 2020 Pandemic, I promised my teachers I would complete the book by the end of
the year. Before I took on this project, T had all but stopped drawing my cartoons. Not only
did ASL bring me back into my artwork, but it also helped train me in better communication,
both silent and spoken. American Sign Language is a visually captivating and emotive language
for both the deaf and the hearing o share in mutual communication. Every day I get fo see
its usefulness and its worth. T hope reading this book is as enjoyable and educational for you
as making it was for me.
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ACCESS TO LANGUAGE IS A HUMAN RIGHT

THOMAS HOPKINS LAURENT American Sign Language is the predominant

GALLAUDET MARIE CLERC sign language used by the deaf and hard in hearing in
the United States and Canada. A visual language using
the movements of the hands, face, and body began
development in 1817, originating inside the first school
for the deaf, that was founded and created by
Reverend Dr. Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet and
Professor Laurent Marie Clerc.
In the 19th century, many misinterpreted deafness as
adisability of the mind. The deaf were often isolated
from each other, denied both rights and education as
many doctors and scientists felt there was no place
for them in society. In 1815, Thomas Gallaudet,
inspired by the intelligence of Alice Cogswell, the deaf
daughter of his neighbor Dr. Mason Cogswell, left for
Europe to study new methods in education for the
deaf. In France, he not only discovered communication
with sign language but formal deaf schools. After a
year of study in Paris, Gallaudet asked his instructor and friend Laurent Marie Clerc to travel
back with him to the United States to establish permanent schools for the deaf.
On April 15th, 1817, Thomas Gallaudet, Laurent Clerc, and Mason Cogswell founded and opened
the American Asylum for Deaf-Mutes (now American School for the Deaf). The first school for
the deaf began with just seven students, but within a year, the school was already full as it
quickly drew students from across America ranging from 10 to 51 years of age. Following in his
father's footsteps, Edward Miner Gallaudet strove for deaf education past elementary learning
to help establish The National Deaf-Mute College (now Gallaudet University) in 1864.
Dark times came with the 1880 Milan Conference in Ttaly when The International Congress on
Education of the Deaf declared oral education (oralism) superior to manual education and banned
the use of sign language in schools. A decision that left both negative and lasting effects on the
deaf community, deaf students robbed of their rights and freedoms and school graduates their
futures and careers. Lip Reading and Speech Therapy was forced into classes while students
caught communicating with sign language in and out of school were often physically punished.
With American Sign Language pushed aside and in danger of disappearing, there was resistance
to this new law. Gallaudet College continued o utilize manual education on campus as the
National Association of the Deaf was formed in the United States to advocate for deaf rights
and the preservation of ASL. American Sign Language was still not recognized as a national
language, however until 1960, when a dissertation by American linguist and Gallaudet professor
William Stokoe proved ASL an autonomous language with individual syntax and grammar.
Canada did not have a national sign language, but over time adopted American Sign Language as its
own, and as a bilingual nation, used Langue des Signes Québécoise (LSQ) for the French-speaking
parts of Canada. June 15, 1831, Instructor Ronald Macdonald opened Canada’s first school for the
deaf in Québec City. Antoine Caron, a former student of that school, became the first deaf
teacher to teach deaf children in Canada. Tn 2019, the Accessible Canada Act recognized ASL,
LSQ, and Indigenous sign languages as the primary languages for communication by deaf persons
in Canada.
American Sign Language is not English or French but an independent visual language with unique
syntax, grammar., and regional dialects that continue to grow and evolve. Today millions across
Canada and the United States use ASL as their primary language. The time has come to recognize
ASL as the official language it has become over the past two hundred years.
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