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What are Angels?
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Angels are fascinating beings that carry deep spiritual, cultural, and symbolic meanings across various beliefs and traditions.

In many religions, like Christianity, Judaism, and Islam, angels are considered supernatural beings who serve as messengers or servants of a divine power. They are often seen as protectors or guides for humans, carrying out the will of God. Angels are typically depicted as benevolent, pure, and celestial, often with wings and glowing auras.

Outside of religious contexts, angels can symbolize virtues like kindness, hope, and compassion. People sometimes refer to someone as an "angel" to express gratitude or admiration for their goodness or helpfulness.

In popular culture, angels are often featured in books, movies, and art, taking on many interpretations—from guardians of humanity to powerful, otherworldly figures.
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Cultural Interpretations
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Angels are perceived differently across cultures and religions, reflecting diverse beliefs and traditions.

Abrahamic Religions:

- In Judaism, angels are called "malakhim," meaning messengers. They perform specific tasks and disappear once their mission is complete.

- In Christianity, angels are intermediaries between God and humans, often depicted with wings and halos. They are organized in a hierarchy, with archangels being the most powerful.

- In Islam, angels, known as "malaikah," are divine messengers created by Allah. They deliver messages, record deeds, and protect believers.

Eastern Religions:

- In Hinduism, celestial beings called "devas" act as spiritual guardians and facilitators, inhabiting higher astral planes.

- In Buddhism, "devas" are reincarnated souls on a higher spiritual plane, invisible to the human eye but visible to the spiritually awakened.

Ancient Cultures:

- In Mesopotamia, angels were benevolent spirits believed to protect and guide humans.

- In Babylonian culture, there was a hierarchy of spirits, including both good and evil beings.
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Biblical Angels
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In the Bible, angels are described as spiritual beings created by God to serve Him and carry out His will. They are often depicted as messengers, protectors, and warriors, fulfilling various roles in the divine plan.

Angels are not always depicted as winged beings. Some appear as ordinary humans, while others are described as radiant, fiery, or larger-than-life. For example, cherubim and seraphim are described as having multiple wings and faces. They serve as messengers (e.g., Gabriel announcing the birth of Jesus), protectors (e.g., guarding believers), and warriors (e.g., Michael leading heavenly armies).

The Bible mentions specific angels like Michael (an archangel) and Gabriel, but also refers to groups like cherubim and seraphim. Angels are created to glorify God and assist humans in fulfilling His divine plan.

The Bible mentions several types of angels, each with distinct roles and characteristics.

Archangels: These are leaders among angels. Michael is explicitly named as an archangel, known for his role in spiritual battles. Gabriel, while not explicitly called an archangel, is a prominent messenger delivering divine announcements.

Cherubim: Often depicted as guardians of sacred spaces, cherubim are described as having multiple faces (lion, ox, human, eagle) and wings. They appear in Genesis guarding the Tree of Life and in Ezekiel's visions.

Seraphim: Known for their six wings, seraphim are described in Isaiah as continuously praising God, saying, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty."

Guardian Angels: Though not explicitly named, the Bible suggests that angels protect and guide individuals, as seen in Psalms and Matthew.

Living Creatures: These beings, often associated with cherubim, are described in Ezekiel and Revelation as having eyes all over and distinct faces.
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Depictions of Angels
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Biblical depictions of angels have profoundly influenced art and literature throughout history, shaping how these celestial beings are imagined and represented:

Art:

- Early Christian art often portrayed angels as symbolic figures, emphasizing their role as messengers rather than their physical form.

- During the Byzantine era, angels were depicted in mosaics and icons with halos and resplendent robes, symbolizing their divine nature.

- The Renaissance brought a humanistic approach, with artists like Raphael and Michelangelo portraying angels with ethereal beauty and human-like qualities.

- Baroque art added dramatic flair, showing angels in dynamic poses and vibrant colors, often interacting with humans in scenes of divine intervention.

Literature:

- Angels have been central to many literary works, such as John Milton's Paradise Lost, which explores themes of rebellion and redemption through the lens of angelic and demonic figures.

- In modern literature and media, angels are often depicted as guardians, messengers, or even flawed beings, reflecting contemporary concerns and interpretations.

Contemporary depictions of angels often diverge significantly from their historical counterparts, reflecting modern cultural, artistic, and spiritual sensibilities:

Historically, angels were depicted as majestic, awe-inspiring beings, often with multiple wings, radiant light, and symbolic features like multiple faces or eyes (as seen in biblical descriptions of cherubim and seraphim). Modern portrayals tend to humanize angels, presenting them as approachable, often gender-neutral figures with a minimalist aesthetic. They are frequently shown as benevolent, serene, and relatable.

In historical art, angels were primarily messengers of God, guardians, or participants in divine judgment, emphasizing their spiritual authority and connection
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