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Prologue
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Once upon a time long ago was a woman who traveled to another mystical world. There she met a prince who yearned for adventure at every crossroad. Both of them set out to travel around the world to find a way for the woman to return to her home. They crossed mountains and overseas while fighting off various enemies. The woman could cleanse the darkness away from people’s hearts while the prince had the power to produce white lightning that flowed from his body. They met many interesting people and a few of them joined them on their journey. Over time the two started to fall madly in love. Finally, they got closer to finding a way back to the woman’s world. An evil force called upon the heavens for a meteor to strike the world. To save the world, the prince and his people fought the shadows that cast the meteor. Not knowing how to stop it from falling down, they decided to use the ancient door that would allow the woman back to her world. They cast the door’s power and ripped the meteor in half while the soldiers, prince, and the woman got swallowed into it also. They awoke on the other side of the door in the world of the woman. Half of the meteor burnt and exploded into a million pieces across the globe while shining all the colors of the rainbow. The people from the other world were trapped now living their lives in the woman’s world. The prince decided to help his people with their lives and settle down with the peaceful woman. They both lived happily ever after.

My mom put down the book and hugged both my brother and me. She then went to help my father finish cooking food for us to eat. I was six years old when she told me that story that I loved so much. It’s been ten years since that great memory. The whole world is different now without them and all I can do is be strong for my mom and my little sister. The rain started to fade and the sun tried to poke from under the clouds. I placed the flowers on both their graves and proceeded down the hill. I will live for both of you guys. I gazed out on top of the hill and looked down at our small town. This peaceful little life I had shall soon fade.
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Chapter 1
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Darkness...All I could see around me was darkness. It was like being in the abyss of a black hole. My body glowed bright yellow as zigzagging lights of the same color appeared and disappeared around me. This sensation felt so surreal and familiar. I could hear a ringing noise all around. The tone sounded like my alarm clock. Just then I opened my eyes and jumped right out of bed. Looks like I overslept again. I better hurry and get dressed or I’ll be late for the bus again! I threw on my lucky yellow shirt and my black cargo pants. I combed my hair, but for some reason, my hair always sticks up like I have gel in it. I grabbed my backpack and dashed downstairs. 

“Hey, young man don’t forget to grab some breakfast before you leave!” My mom said as she was pouring a glass for my little sister. My mom always worries about my little sister and I. Ever since my Dad and brother passed away in a car accident she constantly always checks on us. She’s been through a lot so I don’t fight it and I help take care of my sister. 

“I’ll just grab some toast Mom or I’ll be late for the bus!” I said as I swiped some on my way out. My sister waved at me goodbye and so did my mother with that smile of hers. She’s such a strong lady to still show so much happiness after all that has happened. I ran to the bus stop, but it was already bolting. 

“Ah looks like we both missed it,”  Reggie said as he slapped my shoulder. Reggie has been my best friend since we were in kindergarten. This redheaded dork has been with me through thick and thin. He was there when I lost my brother and Dad while he also lost his parents. We would spend nights playing video games and we played a bunch of sports together.

“Looks like we’re walking to school again. I guess if we jog we might make it on time.” I said as I looked in the direction of the school. Reggie laughed knowing full well he didn’t want to. 

“So you still got that charm your Dad gave you right?” Reggie said as he was gasping for air as we ran. It’s weird how much he cares about my charm. My father gave me a star-shaped pendant around my neck. He gave it to me when I was young and told me to always wear it no matter what.

“Yeah, I got it on so stop always asking ya weirdo!” I said as I ran past him. We both raced to the school, but I paced myself back so that I didn’t outrun Reggie. I’m so fast that even the track team wants me to join. Reggie is more of a lifter with muscles for brains. Soon we made our way to the school and up to the door. We tried to buzz in, but no one was letting us in. Around the corner, we spotted a window that was open on the second floor. 

“You thinking what I’m thinking?” I said as I pointed to the window. Reggie grinned back and gave me a thumbs-up. He offered me a footstool by using his hands. I put my foot on his hands and he slowly raised me up. I then jumped and kicked off his head. He grunted and brushed his head while looking at me angrily. I got through the window and checked that it was indeed the broom closet. I threw my hand down and helped him climb up. We both quietly snuck to our lockers and got our books. My first class was biology and his art so we went our separate ways. I quietly snuck into the biology room, but before I could sit down, Hannah raised her hand and yelled out a question.

“Mr. Litten I have a question!” She said as she glanced at me waiting for a reaction. Mr. Litten swung around and noticed me trying to sit down. 

“Mr. Ace I see you’ve missed the bus again! You really should get a better alarm,” he said as I tried to form some words as an excuse.

“You’re lucky I’m not giving you detention tonight since today is the homecoming. Now Ms. Torrent, what was your question?” he said as he turned to her. 

“Oh, never mind.” She said as she smiled at me. She’s always the goody-two-shoes when it comes to school. I’ve known her for two years in high school and she has always been that way to me. She first started to try and make me pay more attention to school, but I made one joke about her freshman year and now all I get is nagging and her tattling on me. 

Lunchtime hit and Reggie and I met to eat some of the school's nasty pizza. We sat in a crowded lunchroom that was filled with all types of loud people.

“So are you going to homecoming or not?” Reggie said as he scarfed down half his pizza. Hmm, homecoming? I don’t know I don’t enjoy being around people. To tell you the truth, Reggie is my only friend. When I was younger people shunned me and thought of me as a weirdo. I was an outcast with no one around me besides Reggie. The other kids made fun of me and when I fought back the teachers would yell at me which would cause even more bullying. So do I want to join a gym full of people who messed with me all my life? I don’t think so.

“Uh, I think I’m going to pass on it, Reggie. I’m not a fan of crowds.” I said as I drank my soda. Reggie finished his pizza and stared at me.

“Listen man you need to get out of the house and interact with people. Don’t you want to dance with pretty girls? Listen I’m going to homecoming and you should come with me. We can hang out afterward and grab something fancy to celebrate the night. Who knows maybe one of us might get a girl.”  he said as he winked at me. Well, I wouldn’t mind eating some good food after the dance and it’s been a while since Reggie and I have done anything.

“Well...I guess I can go-”, but before I could finish, Reggie grabbed one of my chips and said, “ Good I shall see you tonight in front of the school! Don’t be late Zack!”. I got up and dumped my tray then headed back to class as the bell rang. A few more hours passed then the final bell rang for school to end. I quickly ran to the bus this time so I wouldn’t have to jog my way back home. I threw on my headphones and quietly sat in the corner as the bus took off. I tried not to call attention to myself as everyone still picks on me sometimes. It’s okay though as long as I have Reggie and my books. The bus slowly pulled next to my house and I quickly got off and went inside the house. There was my mom playing with my little sister as the television played some kid’s show. 

“How was school Zack?” my mom said as she placed a block on top of another. 

“Well I was a bit late to class, but it looks like I’m going to the homecoming dance tonight with Reggie,” I said as I tried to walk upstairs to my room. Before I could my mom yelled with delight and hugged me. 

“It’s about time you got out of the house and had fun with everyone! Who knows, maybe you’ll meet a cute girl to bring home and show your mom” she said as she smiled at me. I shrugged her off and proceeded up the stairs.

“I’ll bring out the iron and pull out your fancy clothes from that wedding we attended a few months ago!” she said as she rushed to the pantry. As my mom scurried around to get everything for me, I lay on my bed and wondered about the night. Reggie seemed pretty excited about tonight and I guess I do seem like a bit of a loner. Maybe if I go it could change my whole school life. This one night could finally change me from being the weird kid to just another average joe like everyone else. All I ever wanted was to fit in, but ever since my dad and brother’s death, I felt different than everyone else. 

I slowly spun the star charm necklace from my dad in my hand. I finally came downstairs and helped my younger sister with her homework. I wish my homework was as easy as hers. Since my mom was busy getting my clothes ready I decided to do the cooking for us tonight. I am pretty good at cooking since my mom is always working so I usually make dinner for my sister and me when she works late. Today I will take it a bit easy and just make some chicken alfredo since it’s my sister, Sophia. As the water boiled for the noodles, I told my sister that I’d be gone tonight till tomorrow at the dance.

“Have fun at the dance! Don’t let Reggie get you in trouble.” She said as she handed me the box of noodles. I smiled and slowly poured them in. I finally put the food together and ate with Sophia at the kitchen table. 

“Finally I am done!” yelled my mom as she whipped around the corner with my suit. She handed it to me and then quickly ushered me into the bathroom to start getting ready. I tightened my yellow tie as I looked into the mirror. It was odd seeing me with my black hair and suit, but somehow the yellow felt just right. The tie’s color made me start to remember that odd dream this morning. I spritz some cologne on then slicked my hair up to like a little fashionable. I came down the stairs when a flash blinded me for a second. There my mom was with a camera grinning as my sister stood next to her. 

“You look so handsome, Zack! The ladies are going to love you!” She said as she pinched my cheek. I rolled my eyes, but she kept smiling. 

“Now honey, I can give you a ride to the school if you want?” She said as she twirled her keys. 

“No thanks, Mom I got it covered I’ll just walk there and meet Reggie at the front. I’ll be sleeping over at his place tonight after prom.” I said as I opened the door. She handed me a bag filled with my overnight clothes and left outside. As I waved back at her to say goodbye she snapped another photo of me and I began to walk back to school for the dance. I took out my phone and messaged Reggie I was on my way just so he doesn’t think I’ll ditch him. Just as I was putting my phone away I ran right into someone. I slowly looked up and said sorry, but my facial expression changed from apologetic to shocked. The person I ran into was someone in a robe with the hood up. The person wore a white mask with an odd black insignia on it and the person’s eyes were black as charcoal. The pupils though had white markings with matching symbols on each eye. 

Before I could say anything the person held up my star necklace and disappeared before my very eyes. I just stood there speechless at what just happened. Did someone just rob me? Was that person even human? Will I ever see my necklace from my dad ever again? I must have stood there speechless for a bit because my phone began to ring. On the other line was Reggie yelling to hurry up and get there. I slapped myself in the face to get me back to my senses then ran straight to the school.

“Dude, where have you been? You said you were on your way then never showed. What did you get lost at night?” He said as he grabbed my arm and pulled me into the auditorium. The lights were off and the music was blaring. White and blue lights reigned around the gym to imitate stars in the sky. The gym was quite full of people dancing and having fun. 

“Listen I have to tell you something important. “ I yelled at Reggie, but I think the music was just too loud because he was just nodding his head as he smiled. I grabbed his arm to lead him out the doors to talk, but then I bumped into some again. Luckily this time when I looked up it was Hannah and not that creepy-looking person. 

“Hey, something wrong Zack? You look like something’s wrong” she said. Her dark blue dress complimented her blue eyes and her brown hair was curled. She caught me in a daze before I realized this is the same girl who always tells on me and is always on my case. 

“Someone stole my necklace!” I yelled at her. Looks like she heard me unlike Reggie because her eyes got really big. Almost too big for such a small issue. 

“ Reggie how the heck did you not notice Zack isn’t wearing his necklace!?” She said as she shook him. Reggie’s eyes began to get bigger as he glanced at me and then back at Hannah back and forth till the dots finally connected. 

“Oh, Shi...!” He yelled, but the music was just the right volume not to make out what the word was.

“Zack, how long ago did you have your necklace off? Have you seen anything weird or following you?” He said as he glanced around the room. Why are they reacting in such a weird way? Maybe they know that weirdo with the weird mask who swiped it. 

“I don’t know how long ago. What’s going on here guys? Do you know that weirdo with the weird eyes and odd mask?” I shouted at them. Both of them looked at each other with confused expressions like they had no clue what I was talking about.

“Listen we gotta get you to a safe area. I don’t have any repellant on me because of this stupid suit!” Reggie yelled with anger. 

“I’ll secure an exit route and get to an area where it’s a safe zone for us! Sadly this dress had no room for repellant either. I feel like a fool for not carrying any!” Hannah said as she stomped the ground. I’m surprised her heel didn’t break. 

“Luckily none of them are here yet so we should be okay if we head out-” Reggie’s voice trailed off as he was staring at something with dead concentration. Hannah was also staring directly at something while clenching her fist. I quickly turned my head at the object, but nothing was there or rather the area looked blurry. 

“Ah... I shouldn’t have opened my mouth. Hannah, you make the call to STARZ while I make a distraction.” Reggie yelled as the music kept blaring. Hannah pulled out her phone and Reggie dashed to the entrance of the gym. He swiftly grabbed the fire alarm and turned it on. The alarm went off and rain began to pour out of the sprinklers. The music immediately came to a halt as people ran out the doors of the gym. Reggie gave a thumbs up to Hannah as she returned one while talking to someone on the phone. Just then I noticed that the blurry areas were acting strange. The water falling was hitting the blurry areas oddly as if something was standing there. I tried to focus really hard to make out what was going on. A sharp pain rushed into my eyes so much that I fell to my knees. When I opened them The blurry area was shaded like dark shadows were standing all around. The weirdest thing was those shadowy figures began to move like humans. 

“Zack, are you okay? Reggie, it looks like he’s starting to awaken to his form!”Hannah yelled as she tried to help me up. Something inside me was dwelling up as if I was some volcano ready to explode. My long black hair started to frizz and the shadow-like people became more and more clear. 

“We don't have enough time to escape Hannah, we have to fight!” Reggie shouted as he charged at one of the shadows. Before I could yell, Reggie’s hands began to glow a bright orange. He slammed a punch into the shadow and with that same punch, flames ignited through it and spouted out like a dragon breathing fire. I must be having another dream because it looked like Reggie just shot flames out of his fist. I turned to look at Hannah to see if she saw the same thing, but unlike my shocked expression, she smiled gently back at me as if she already knew. A shadow from the side charged at both Hannah and me. I tried to move, but my body wasn’t responding to me. Hannah lifted out her hand and this liquid-like object came out. Soon the liquid began to make a shape like a staff and she smacked the shadow backward causing it to dissipate. I can’t believe what my eyes are seeing. Are my friends a bunch of superheroes? I watched as Reggie smashed more shadows away as if he was performing some fire ritual dance. Hannah was no different as she was not only hitting shadows with her staff but also somehow picking up the water left from the sprinklers and shooting it at the shadows with such force. 

“What is going on?!” I yelled as I could barely contain this overwhelming feeling within me. Out of nowhere the doors to the gym slammed out and slid across the court. There standing in the doorway was some odd-looking beast that looked similar to the shadows. It was large and round while giving off a ghoulish smile. 

“There you are elemental. I shall devour you and grow stronger!” The beast-looking shadow screeched while looking at me. 

“Damn, that’s at least a B-rank shadow, Reggie. I don’t think we are strong enough yet to be fighting that thing!” Hannah said as she got into a defensive stance in front of me. 

“Nonsense! I’ve been training forever and I’m tired of always fighting these small fry! Let me at him!” Reggie shouted as she charged at the beast. He went in to swing at the monster as he did with the others, but this time the monster moved with such speed that it missed. Reggie looked shocked from missing the blow, but before he could act the beast’s tail turned into a
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