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 Preface

Many Christians feel frustrated, defeated and
fruitless. Many are wallowing in spiritual poverty, unaware of the
great resources of God available to them. However, the wonderful
truth is that every Christian has the potential to live
supernaturally. The key is God, the Holy Spirit. He is the
Commander-in-Chief of the army of Christ. He is the Lord of the
harvest. He is the Highest in revival, evangelism and every
Christian endeavor.

If you do not have the Holy Spirit, you are a
sub-normal Christian. You are a second-class citizen of Heaven on
earth. You are the living dead. If you have the Holy Spirit, then
you are a first-class Christian of the supernatural realm.

The Holy Spirit is the secret of the
supernatural – the secret behind healing miracles. He is the word
of knowledge, prophecy and the discerning of spirits. If you want
to know tomorrow, get the Holy Spirit. If you want miracles to
happen in your ministry, get the Holy Spirit. If you want to live a
successful, Christian life, get the Holy Spirit. Without Him you
are useless. However, with Him, you will be a wonderful and
unforgettable person.

–Pastor E. A. Adeboye
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The Original Comforter

And I will ask the
Father and he will give you another Counselor to be with you
forever – the Spirit of Truth. The world cannot accept him because
it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives
in you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will
come to you. (John 14:16-18)

"Another comforter" implies there
was an original comforter

In the Scripture above, as Jesus Christ made
his exit, He said He would ask the Father to give us another
Comforter Who will abide with us forever. "Another comforter"
implies there was a Comforter before: Jesus Christ Himself.

We love to talk about Jesus: He is our
savior, our healer. However, when you are talking about the Holy
Spirit, you are talking about Jesus Christ, too. God the Holy
Trinity is one.

Now there was a man in
Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was
waiting for the consolation of Israel and the Holy Spirit was upon
him. (Luke 2:25)

Simeon was waiting for Jesus Christ, the One
called the consolation of Israel. He is also called the bright and
morning star, the sun of righteousness. He is the one who brings
light into darkness (2 Peter 1:19). When people mourn, they wear
dark clothes. But when the light of God's comfort comes in,
darkness departs and light overrules darkness.

The people walking in
darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of
the shadow of death a light has dawned. (Isaiah 9:2)

Who is the light of the world? Jesus Christ
(2 Corinthians 4:4, 6). When He was here, wherever He went, He
brought comfort. When Jesus went to the house of Jairus, the first
thing He did was to banish the sounds of sorrow from the
professional mourners He met there. Then, He gave life to the one
that was dead and said the child should be fed. Jesus Christ is the
Bread of Life. Whenever He comes in, sorrow leaves and people are
filled with joy. Whenever Jesus comes in, death and hunger depart.
He was, and is, the Comforter.

To a sick man, comfort can only come when he
gets well. Comfort comes to the hungry person only when he is fed.
And to someone who has lost a loved one, comfort can come when the
dead are raised. When Jesus saw the widow of Nain going to bury her
only son, He had compassion on her and raised the boy. As He
approached the city of Jericho, He saw a blind beggar by the
roadside begging for mercy healing. Jesus had the compassion to
heal the man.

All those who came to Jesus received
solutions to their problems. When a leper came to Him to be made
clean, Jesus made him clean. The leper went home rejoicing and
comforted. In Mark 5:25-34, we read of a woman who was not only
bleeding to death but whose twelve-year-long medical bills had
reversed her fortunes. She touched the hem of Jesus' garment and
went home comforted because she was healed. She never had to spend
money on medical bills again. I assure you that if you are ill and
you come to Jesus Christ, your medical bills will become history,
in Jesus' name.

Another woman came to Jesus with a
demon-possessed daughter. Though He was not particularly polite to
her, she persisted with a humble heart, determined not to go home
until her problem was solved. Jesus did solve the problem (Matthew
15:22-28).

The Holy Spirit is Called the
Spirit of Christ

You are controlled by
the Spirit of God if He lives in you. Those who do not have the
Spirit of Christ are controlled by their sinful nature, and do not
belong to Christ. (Romans 8:9)

The Holy Spirit behaves exactly like Jesus
Christ, since Jesus is here as the Holy Spirit. We may not be able
to see Him but we can feel Him. Jesus Christ made it clear to us
that the Holy Spirit moves with the wind:

The wind blows
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound but you cannot tell where
it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of
the Spirit. (John 3:8)

You cannot see Jesus Christ face-to-face
until His return. However, I am happy to tell you that the Holy
Spirit is near you. If you are a child of God, you can never be
alone. The Comforter is with you forever. By providing another
Comforter, Jesus Christ was making up for many of the things He
could not do because He had to go back to Heaven to seal our
relationship with God. Jesus said He would send someone exactly
like Himself, another Comforter, Who would do exactly what He would
have done. He sent the Holy Spirit.

I thank God that Jesus went home. I thank God
that the Holy Spirit has come. Jesus Christ said the Holy Spirit
would come and stay with us, and live in us permanently. When God
wants to talk to you, He speaks through the Holy Spirit Who is
already within you. No one can hear the conversation – it's private
and confidential between you and your Father.

The word "comforter" can also be translated
as "instructor," "teacher," "monitor" or "advocate." When we say
the Holy Spirit is the instructor, we know that Jesus Christ
Himself was the teacher.

Jesus said to her
''Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni"
[which means teacher]. (John 20:16)

"Rabboni" means the teacher of teachers. He
was called "rabbi" in Matthew 23:7-8.

Finally the temple
guards went back to the chief priests and Pharisees who asked them,
"Why didn't you bring him in?" ''No one ever spoke the way this man
does," the guards declared. (John 7:45-46)

Nobody can teach like Jesus Christ. But, the
other Comforter – that Jesus Christ promised us – will be a teacher
and rabboni. He will be an Instructor in the mysteries of God,
revealing the deep meanings of the word of God. With Him to
instruct you, you do not need the earthly words of human wisdom.
There are several passages in the Bible that are difficult to
understand. Your pastor may not even be able to help you, but the
Holy Spirit will decode such sections – in detail – if you go to
Him.

When I was a new believer, I had many
questions to which I needed answers. For example, I wanted to know
why God planted the tree of the forbidden fruit in the Garden of
Eden when He knew that Adam and Eve would eat the fruit. Then, when
they ate the fruit, why did He get angry with them? You often
cannot ask a pastor this type of question – particularly years ago
when I became born again. But, I asked the Holy Spirit and He gave
me answers that satisfied me completely. If you want answers to
questions no one has been able to deal with, ask the Holy Spirit
and He will help you.

The Holy Spirit is also called the captain, a
kind of overseer watching over you, leading you and assisting you
when necessary. If you follow the Holy Spirit, you will never go
astray.

Jesus Christ said:

I have much to say to
you more than you can now bear. But when He the Spirit of Truth
comes He will guide you into all Truth. He will not speak on his
own; He will speak only what He hears and He will tell you what is
yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine
and making it known to you. (John 16:12-14)

Here, Jesus is simply telling us that the
Holy Spirit will be our captain. He will point the way. You should
take your directions from the Him; he will tell you where to go and
where not to go.

Those who are led by
the Spirit of God are the sons of God. (Romans 8:14)

Who should guide the children of God? The
Holy Spirit is to be our leader. He is willing and able to tell you
who to marry, who not to marry, who to work with and who not to
work with.

God wants you to live a supernatural kind of
life. When I first received the Holy Spirit, anytime I would leave
home for church, the Holy Spirit would tell me who would preach,
who would pray and the songs we would sing. God is no respecter of
persons: what He can do for me, He can do for you. If you have the
Holy Spirit, nobody will be able to deceive you. You will know many
things that are not common knowledge.

Ananias and Sapphira came to Peter and lied
to him about the price of the land they sold. Peter was not with
them when they sold the land, but he knew they lied about it. So he
simply said they had deceived the Holy Spirit and this led to their
deaths – fear killed them!

When you have the Holy Spirit, you will
succeed in your business ventures because the Holy Spirit will tell
you what investments are good or bad. He will give you insights
into the future.

The Holy Spirit is also called the advocate,
a word that can also be interpreted as "lawyer." A lawyer can work
for you or against you; they can represent either the prosecution
or the defense. The Holy Spirit is always witnessing to sinners
about the truth of God and sinners' sinfulness. He pleads against a
dead conscience convicting a sinner of his sins, but He also pleads
for the saints before God, with unimaginably deep emotional
intensity.

If a sinner loves to drink alcohol, the Holy
Spirit impresses upon him that it could create an addiction, which
could be fatal to his future. If a sinner says he wants to live for
himself rather than yield his life to Christ, the Holy Spirit
reminds him that his life is not his own – it belongs to the Lord
of life, Jesus Christ. If a sinner says he will submit to the
Lordship of Jesus Christ when he gets old, the Holy Spirit recounts
the history of a person who died young and without Jesus. If you
are not yet born again, you must surrender to Jesus today for your
soul to be saved.

The Holy Spirit Is Your
Advocate

As a child of God, the Holy Spirit advocates
for you. He perfects your prayer as He pleads for you before God.
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We often do
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express (Romans
8:26). The Holy Spirit goes before God, pleading for you. When He
prays for you, you always get what you want.

The Holy Spirit is a faithful, wise, true and
loving Comforter. He knows how to lovingly strengthen you. Often
people who want to comfort you end up doing more harm than good.
When you are grieving, the Holy Spirit soothes your sorrows away.
Surely you need Him now.
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Seek the Holy Spirit

There are different
kinds of gifts but the same Spirit. Now to each one the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. And these
are the work of one and the same Spirit and he gives them to each
one just as he determines. (1 Corinthians 12:4, 7, 11)

To Seek the Holy Spirit Is to Seek
God

Who is the Holy Spirit? Some people think He
is the power of God. Others think He is something you cannot
describe. The Bible says:

How much more then
will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal spirit offered
himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that
lead to death so that we may serve the living God? (Hebrews
9:14)

The Bible refers to the Holy Spirit as
eternal, having no beginning and no end. David said:

Where can I go from
your spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? (Psalm 139:7)

The Holy Spirit is always everywhere:

However, as it is
written; no eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived
what God has prepared for those who love him. But God has revealed
it to us by his spirit. The spirit searches all things, even the
deep things of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a man,
except the man’s spirit
within him? In the same way, no one knows the thoughts of God
except the spirit of God. (1 Corinthians 2:9-11)

The Holy Spirit knows all things, including
the hidden wisdom of God:

The Angel answered,
The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the
Son of God. (Luke 1:35)

The Holy Spirit has all powers, including
those of the Most High. The verse above is just another way of
saying that the Holy Spirit is God Almighty, Himself. No other is
eternal, omnipresent, omniscient and omnipotent. By learning more
about the Holy Spirit, we are learning more about God. By seeking
the Holy Spirit, we are seeking God.

Your Eternity Could Be Determined
by Your Response to the Holy Spirit

If all that we have learned so far is what
the Holy Spirit is, then how do people respond to Him?

Then Peter said,
Ananais, how is it that satan has so filled your heart that you
have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the
money you received for the land? (Acts 5:3)

One way people respond is by lying to the
Holy Spirit – a suicidal, surefire subway to an especially horrid
part of Hell. There are many ways we lie to the Holy Spirit. One is
to claim the baptism of the Holy Spirit when you have not really
been baptized. Another way is to speak in tongues claiming
utterance by the Holy Spirit when you know you are demon-possessed
– the devil also has his way of speaking in deceptive tongues. But
by far the most widespread falsehood is lying to a man of God.

Others respond to the Holy Spirit by
resisting Him. One example is refusing to yield your tongue to
Him:

You stiff-necked
people with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your
fathers; you always resist the Holy Spirit! (Acts 7:51)

When you resist God, you ask for trouble.
Some have grieved Him through deliberate sins, resistance or
disobedience.

And do not grieve the
Holy Spirit of God with whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption. (Ephesians 4:30)

If you discourage or despise anyone filled
with the Holy Spirit, you are against Him. Some have even insulted
the Holy Spirit or blasphemed Him, thus permanently closing the
door of Heaven against themselves.

How much more severely
do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son
of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of
the covenant that sanctified him and who has insulted the Spirit of
Grace? (Hebrews 10:29)

And so I tell you
every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy
against the Spirit will not be forgiven. (Matthew 12:31)

If you revile the Holy Spirit, your eternal
reward will be damnation. Jesus said if you offend God the Father
and God the Son you can be forgiven, but if you offend God the Holy
Spirit you are damned forever. So any time the Holy Spirit shows up
and strange things happen, if you do not understand, keep your
mouth shut.

Do not put out the
Spirit's fire. (1 Thessalonians 5:19)

Some have quenched the fire and light of the
Holy Spirit in their lives, but if you always obey the Holy Spirit,
you will discover that His power will grow in you. He will use you
more and more. If you reject Him, His power in you will be
withdrawn. Instead of resisting the Holy Spirit, lying to Him,
despising, grieving and profaning His name, you can obey Him and
you will be blessed for it.

If You Listen, You Can Hear His
Voice

We have learned that the Holy Spirit helps us
in prayer, teaches us and guides us. He convicts sinners and
backsliders, and witnesses for and of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit
can also give commands. How? He speaks.

He who has an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who
overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life which
is in the paradise of God. (Revelation 2:7)

The Holy Spirit is the One who speaks to the
Churches. It is our duty to learn how to hear Him. To do so, your
spiritual ear must be open. However, His first words to you may be
a command:

While they were
worshipping the Lord and they were fasting, the Holy Spirit said,
"Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have
called them." (Acts 13:2)

The Holy Spirit gave them a command. If you
are willing, He will instruct you. When He guides you, you will
never go astray – that is, if you obey Him.

He is Willing If You
Are

What is the Holy Spirit willing to do for you
today? Titus tells you about one of His acts:

He saved us not
because of righteous things we have done but because of His mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy
Spirit. (Titus 3:5)

He is willing to renew you. If you have lost
His power in your life, seek Him again.

Sealed by the Holy
Spirit

The Holy Spirit is willing to reside in you
and seal you so that you will be recognized as Jesus Christ's
possession. If the Holy Spirit of God marks you as His possession,
you have a spiritual identification instantly recognized by all
opposition, so they avoid you. When you are sealed, you are clothed
with Christ.

For all of you who are
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is
neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are
all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ then you are
Abraham’s seed and heirs
according to the promise. (Galatians 3:27-29)

The Holy Spirit is ready to fuse you into the
Body of Christ through baptism. With baptism comes God's power.

The Holy Spirit also wants to perform
miracles for you. Acts 8:29 tells us about the Spirit's directives
to Philip. Once
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