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  Foreword



Welcome to the World of GKP’s Most Haunted Places Series
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Dear Reader,




Welcome to Grant Kelly Publications’ Most Haunted Places series, where the eerie and unexplained await you! We’re thrilled to have you join us as a fellow seeker of the supernatural. There’s something uniquely fascinating about exploring locations steeped in mystery, uncovering ghostly encounters, and delving into tales that send shivers down our spines.




At GKP, we’re passionate about bringing you stories that captivate your imagination and immerse you in the world of the unknown. Each book in this series is crafted with care, blending historical intrigue with spine-chilling accounts of the paranormal. We’re excited to share these haunting tales with you and hope they offer you an unforgettable reading experience.




Thank you for embarking on this journey with us. If you enjoy this volume, we would greatly appreciate it if you could leave a review. Your feedback helps us grow, inspires others to discover these tales, and ensures we can continue to explore the most haunted places in the world together.




Happy reading,




The GKP Team







  Preface



Welcome to the Third Volume of GKP Most Haunted Places 

Illustrated Editions
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This special edition brings together four haunting tales from the GKP Most Haunted Places series, now enhanced with vivid illustrations that enrich the storytelling experience. Each story remains true to its original form but is now paired with striking visuals designed to draw you deeper into the eerie worlds we’ve uncovered. Whether you’ve read these stories before or are encountering them for the first time, this illustrated collection offers a fresh, immersive way to experience the mysteries within.




At GKP, we aim to cater to every lover of the supernatural. Some readers crave short, captivating tales, while others seek out collectible editions that add depth to their experience. This illustrated collection strikes the perfect balance, offering mid-length volumes combined with atmospheric artwork to heighten the sense of mystery and intrigue.




In this volume, you’ll explore four chilling locations, each with its own haunting legacy. Curses of Bhangarh Fort uncovers the terrifying stories and sinister curse tied to one of India’s most haunted ruins. Haunted Haw Par Villa transports you to Singapore’s eerie theme park, where unsettling sculptures and ghostly tales converge. Haunting of Whaley House investigates the ghostly activity and tragic history of one of America’s most famous haunted houses. Finally, Mystery of the Paris Catacombs plunges you into the shadowy tunnels beneath the City of Light, where millions of souls rest and secrets abound.




Each of these stories blends history and the supernatural to create a truly immersive experience. The illustrations woven throughout this edition aim to enhance your connection to each tale, capturing the essence of these haunted locations while preserving the thrill of discovery.
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This Illustrated Edition marks an exciting milestone for the Most Haunted Places series as we continue to explore new ways of sharing these stories with readers around the world. With plans for audiobooks, additional illustrated volumes, and other special editions, we’re committed to bringing you even more haunting tales while staying true to the heart of what makes this series so compelling.




Thank you for joining us on this journey. Whether you’re a long-time fan of GKP or new to these chilling tales, we hope this volume stirs your curiosity, ignites your imagination, and leaves you eager for more.






I

Curses of Bhangarh Fort

Series 1 - Book 9
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  A Whisper in the Wind

  
  




Rising from the rugged landscape of the Aravalli hills, Bhangarh Fort is a place that inspires awe and dread in equal measure. The journey to the fort begins with a winding road flanked by dense forests, their ancient trees forming a canopy that filters sunlight into ghostly streaks. By the time visitors catch their first glimpse of the fort’s crumbling walls, the air seems to change thicker, quieter, charged with an energy that defies explanation.




Bhangarh Fort is not just a historical ruin; it is a legend, steeped in tales of curses, betrayal, and restless spirits. Nestled in Rajasthan, India, the fort has become synonymous with mystery and danger, its name spoken with a mix of reverence and fear. Signs posted by the Archaeological Survey of India warn visitors not to enter after sunset, a rule locals insist is for their own safety.




But what is it about Bhangarh that evokes such trepidation? Is it the tragic story of Ratnavati, the beautiful princess whose fate was sealed by the curse of a spurned sorcerer? Or is it the countless reports of eerie sounds, fleeting apparitions, and inexplicable feelings of unease?
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The fort’s history dates back to the 16th century when it was built by Bhagwant Das, a powerful ruler of Amber, as a residence for his younger son. At its peak, Bhangarh was a thriving kingdom, home to palaces, temples, and bustling markets. Yet today, it lies abandoned, its once proud walls weathered by time and shadowed by fear.




Visitors often speak of the oppressive silence that greets them upon entering the fort. Even during the day, the ruins feel deserted, their corridors echoing with an emptiness that seems alive. The air is filled with whispers of the wind, of history, and, perhaps, of something more.




As you step into Bhangarh Fort, the past begins to unfurl, drawing you into a tale as tragic as it is haunting. But be warned: the whispers in the wind are not always kind, and those who linger too long may find themselves part of the legend.
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  The Curse of the Rani

  
  




The story of Bhangarh’s downfall begins with its most captivating figure: Princess Ratnavati, known throughout Rajasthan as the Jewel of the Kingdom. Her beauty was legendary, attracting admirers from near and far, and her intelligence was said to match her physical charm. But it was her tragic fate that would seal Bhangarh’s doom and forever tie her name to its haunted legacy.




According to legend, a powerful sorcerer named Singhia fell hopelessly in love with Ratnavati. Obsessed and consumed by desire, he concocted a plan to make her his own. Using dark magic, he enchanted a vial of perfume intended for the princess, ensuring that anyone who used it would fall under his spell.




But Ratnavati was no ordinary woman. Sensing something amiss, she outwitted the sorcerer by throwing the cursed perfume onto a boulder. The rock, imbued with the sorcerer’s magic, rolled toward him with terrifying force, crushing him beneath its weight. As he lay dying, Singhia uttered a curse that would echo through the centuries: no one who lived in Bhangarh would ever find peace.
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Shortly after Singhia’s death, tragedy struck the kingdom. A neighbouring army invaded Bhangarh, and the city fell in a single, bloody night. Ratnavati’s fate remains a mystery. Some say she perished in the chaos, while others believe she escaped, only to meet her end in exile.




Today, visitors to Bhangarh Fort often claim to feel her presence. Some report seeing a shadowy figure near the palace ruins, her form shimmering in the moonlight before fading into the darkness. Others describe hearing faint cries or laughter carried on the wind, as though Ratnavati’s spirit still lingers, tethered to the land by the curse.










Singhia’s curse may explain Bhangarh’s eerie emptiness, but it also raises questions: was the destruction of the kingdom merely a coincidence, or was it the fulfilment of a dark prophecy? The ruins stand as a testament to the sorcerer’s final words, their silence broken only by the whispers of those who dare to explore them.
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