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	This book is for the world and everyone in it. For we are all spirits on a journey through time and space seeking meaning and purpose. In a world full of religious and political chaos it is my hope to inject clarity, common sense, and wisdom which are commodities that seem to get rarer by the day. Lately, I feel as I get further away from denominations and churches, I am getting closer to God.

	 

	“For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. It is no surprise if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds.”1

	-De’Vannon Seráphino
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	Many are drawn to the bright lights and the glitter of the world. Like “Pinocchio” we leave home for a great adventure. Along the way God calls to each of us as a prodigal child by sharing opportunities to come to know ourselves better in the light of His love. We are often reminded of our importance even as we are changed by the luminescence of our choices. 

	This book reflects a desire to respond to God’s call with an open heart. Spurred by motivations to serve others entangled by the puppeteer’s strings, the journey described by De’Vannon Hubert herein will help those searching and seeking to understand a place in their world, and at the same time, a truth within. 

	Self-reflection is a taproot of growth allowing one to mature and move from ‘milk to meat’ in the discovery of God’s Word2. The light of knowledge encourages and allows believers and followers of Christ to know God’s character and nature. In turn, a beacon for new living, the Holy Spirit can provide guidance to each step on the path. By this book’s close, similar to the end of a sojourned walk, you too may be a soul won over.

	-Branch Isole, Author & Poet
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	he world has been questioning Christianity and Christians for more than two thousand years. One might have thought the debate would have by now been settled. Apparently not. The questions and controversies continue today as much, if not more than in the days of the movement’s original Christ following practitioners. Debates within Christianity, and by the world at large have been topics of conversations ever since Jesus called upon His disciples to join Him. Outsiders who doubt and question, even despise or hate Christians are often matched equally by the disputes within Christian communities themselves. Never before has the world of Christianity engaged or exchanged more time or energy for information and examples of who Christ was. And still disagreements abound while anger often persists.

	As one of the world’s three largest religions, Christian history has been recognized as a theological belief system for about two thousand years. Its origins go back further in genealogical time to Abram (Abraham); however, its birth is attributable to Jesus of Nazareth. The other great and most attended religions are Buddhism, which started approximately six hundred years before Christianity. Hinduism, which began approximately six hundred years before Buddhism. And Islam, which was founded approximately six hundred years after Jesus’ life. Each of these major theology systems were spread globally by adherents, converts, or ethnic diasporas.

	Christianity as the name implies denotes those who believe in the divinity of Jesus of Nazareth as the Christ, or Messiah (Jewish Savior). Jesus was born into the Jewish religion and culture. His first disciples and apostles were practicing or recalcitrant Jews. Although Judaism remains small in numbers, its history and existence go back over five thousand years. Christianity’s birthplace was in the Judea/Samaria region of Palestine (modern day Israel and Syria). 

	Judaism, Islam, and Christianity were each an outgrowth of descendants from a nomadic Hebrew named Abram. Before Christianity began as a worship and practice, Abram was the father of Islam and Judaism. One might ask how can this be? Abram was the father of Ishmael (Islam) and Isaac (Judaism). Today these three religions are often at odds politically, socially, and scripturally. Biblical scripture credits Abram as being ‘righteous’ in the eyes of the Lord. His monotheistic belief was outside the norms of a day when cultures and ethnic groups practiced polytheism. It was from the descendants of Isaac (Abraham’s second son) that the Jews would genetically and culturally evolve. Judaism practitioners would make up the first of Jesus’ apostles, disciples, followers, and believers.

	Christianity as an outgrowth of Judaism centered on the words and deeds of Jesus in the three years of his ministry. It is important to recognize that religions fundamentally start as ‘theological belief systems’ focused on the interpretive teachings of a single individual. To wit:

	Jesus: Christianity

	Siddhartha Gautama: Buddhism 

	Mohammed: Islam

	Moses: Judaism 

	Hinduism: a combination of similar thought believers 

	None of these individuals thought of their teaching as ‘religions.’ Their instructional words pertained to ways of interacting with others in the daily process of existing within their culture in

	light of acknowledgment of a power or source greater than and outside of themselves. Early “religion” was not focused on ecclesiastic or dogmatic thoughts, ideas, or practices. It was more about relationships between people and their society, grounded in and tied to a conceptional relationship to a God or gods.

	With the death of each original teacher their scriptural instructions were organized. Eventually canonical oral and written traditions made a direct connection between a religion’s founding teacher and a supreme altruistic and present cosmic/universal figure who provided a grounding structure for belief and adherence. This made expansion of belief and practice viable to vast numbers of people in larger geographic and cultural areas. We need to remember that aspects of cultural, political, social, economic, and religious life evolved progressively throughout and within groups of people with the beginnings of each civilization. Within every culture there were leaders and ‘heads of state’ responsible for life sustaining systems and order. When an enlightened individual enters the fray of his era to share and instruct esoteric understandings of spirituality there is always an innate emotional void to be filled or satisfied. This is what every religion attempts to do. Satisfy a longing need of connection outside the physical world.

	What is it that makes Christianity as a theological belief system different from the others we are briefly citing? Christianity is the only ‘religion’ wherein its original teacher claims to be3, is recognized by others to be4, and is expressly validated by ‘God’ to be5 who He (Jesus) claims and is professed to be: The Christ, The Messiah, Savior, Redeemer, Reconciler, Agent, Mediator, and Conduit to, of and for God Almighty. This fundamental fact of truth makes Christianity unique and different from all other spiritual belief systems. No other scriptural leader/teacher of any spiritual/religious belief system ever claimed to be a messianic Savior for the world or more specifically, the Son of God, and God Himself. As enlightened thinkers of truth they could not claim this mantle or title. It would belie their own expressed belief, spiritual exploration, and sanctity.

	This is not to say Christianity started or evolved without dissent, discord, angst, or peril. As with any new ‘thought’ movement there exists adversaries and opposition from within and without. The complexities of implementation of any belief system, particularly involving human relations with ‘God’ bring about both conflicts and collaborations. Even within each religion one finds different denominations, sects, or practitioners. From its very inception, expressions were conjectures as to how Christianity’s core understandings would be interpreted and practiced. Once the original teacher passes from this earthly realm those who fill the void left by his absence were often embroiled in power struggles. Change of what was and how it would be going forward came into conflict. In this way, Christianity is no different than any other religion or spiritual belief system. It had its difficulties even when Jesus Himself walked and talked among his disciples. No matter our religious affiliation or expression as spiritual adherents, most people want to believe in and embrace a relationship with God. In many instances however, we wish to accomplish this advocacy more on our terms than God’s desirous instruction.

	Christianity has struggled from its inception. As a group it has faced constant attacks and questions. This is no different than any spiritual system. Believers commit, others doubt or question.

	As Christians we strive for truth that we may enjoy its applications and how truth can affect our lives on a daily basis. As twenty-first century Christians our struggles continue. Sadly, even as we exult and attempt to emulate the teachings and words of Christ our lack of understanding and commitment often makes the Christian response to people and events less than ‘Christ-like’. In the mid-twentieth century Mahatma Ghandi noted, “I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your Christ.”

	Many Christians today have readily replaced scriptural instruction and understandings with exultation of ecclesiastic clerics of their local or parochial church or denomination. Many put their faith in words or admonishments from pastors or priests rather than the actual words Jesus imparts to His hearers. As believers in Christ, we have direct and personal spiritual knowledge of God through the advocacy of Jesus, negating the need for intervention on our behalf. This is not to say that a church, synagogue, or mosque does not play an integral part in the lives of those who attend its calling to worship with desires to commune with God. Each can provide for its believers’ knowledge and needed fellowship by those desiring expressions of scripture. People can go to where they feel spiritually fed to establish and build a relationship with God. For those searching or seeking a relationship with Christ wherever, whenever, or as often as they wish, it is very accessible to  “be with God.” He is always ready, willing, and able to commune with you.

	Why do we ‘label’ others? What is it about identifying someone by a derogatory manner that makes the name caller feel better about themselves? What is revealed by this verbal action? What might we learn about someone who persists in using negative references about others? These can be difficult, often revealing questions to answer. By peeling away the layers we are able to find out more about ourselves and the groups we align with. As ‘Christians’ we claim to relate to and honor God, thereby reflecting the thoughts, words, and deeds of Jesus Christ. Vociferous Christians may go out of their way to make evident this belief about themselves. The reflective questions for us are, what is a Christian? And what does ‘Christian’ behavior look like? We each learn and grow from beliefs and childhood experiences in our formative years, which then become more ‘hard wired’ through use and application. In many cases remaining for a lifetime. Some find it hard to change, others simply do not want to. 

	Christians come in a variety of shapes, sizes, colors, and degrees of religious and spiritual understanding. In a variety of opportunities one of our consistent struggles may be between the ‘Christian’ we claim to be, and the ‘Christian’ we are. In every aspect of life there is struggle for balance. We can be highly influenced by our core beliefs, as well as by the challenges we experience. Christians often add useable Biblical narratives heard, learned, or applied to one’s current lifestyle and/or spiritual growth. The world’s demands can be daunting to adjust to or understand. Like many aspects of life, for growth to occur Christianity must be practiced. The possibility of change comes with growth. Only within the satisfaction of experience is the mind open to reassessing or embracing new thoughts or behaviors. When we recognize the value of choosing to be a newer version of our old self, the Bible describes us a ‘new creation’.6 Only then do our thoughts and actions align to benefit us and those we are in contact with. 

	Who are the ‘true’ Christians? If we consider the Bible to be the Word of God and therefore the example of righteous living, we must agree that the emulation of Jesus’ behavior is our aim. In other words, “Christ-like”. The whole premise of being a ‘Christian’ is to use our spiritual beliefs, doctrines, and principles as a guide to our behaviors and responses, to the people and events occurring in our lives. 

	What about today’s Christian? How should we hope, desire, and attempt to respond as ‘Christ-like’? What does Jesus say about that? He tells us exactly.7 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” And then, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

	He goes on to say, “All the (recorded) Laws and (the words of) the Prophets hang on these two.” Meaning everything learned, assimilated, or ingrained about our relationship with God and our relationships with other people (Christians or not) are superseded by these two. In these two declarative sentences Jesus Himself is describing the overarching foundations of Christian life and behavior. Jesus says to His readers, followers, and believers, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.”8 This ‘cross’ being the burden(s) which keeps us separated from Christ as our example of righteous living. This ‘cross’ is the daily challenge of expressing our love for God’s Holy Trinity and behaving toward others in the same manner we want to be treated. The question for each of us remains, will I choose to respond to the people and events of my daily life the same way Christ would if He were here, in my place? Will I choose to be a “Christian” by living more ‘Christ-like?’ Or will I ignore that which I claim to be in
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