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        “Mixtape Theology captures the heart and soul of the 90s Contemporary Christian Music era, a time that personally resonates with me as it marked the period when I discovered my own calling towards Christian music which eventually led to forming MercyMe. This devotional beautifully weaves together humor, faith, and the music that shaped so many of us.”

        BART MILLARD - MERCYME

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “Point of Grace entered the music scene in the early 90’s when Christian music was really ramping up. There were finally outlets for all types of genres of music, but all with the good news of the gospel. Songwriters could actually make a living writing Christian music and we feel we had an opportunity to sing some of those amazing songs. I love the idea of Mixtape Theology! It is definitely the soundtrack to much of my life. Remembering these great songs and having these devotionals that go along with them speaks to my soul.”

        DENISE JONES - GRAMMY AWARD-NOMINATED AND MULTI DOVE AWARD-WINNING MEMBER OF POINT OF GRACE

      

      

      

      
        
        
        "The ’90s was a special decade in Christian music. I was honored to be a part of CCM at that time and witness all that God was doing! I love that Mixtape Theology has written a book that draws from the inspiration of that era and brings God’s truth to the forefront. Way to go guys!"

        REBECCA ST. JAMES

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “Oh the 90’s CCM era! The most excellent songwriters producing thought provoking lyrics, creative melodies and innovative musicianship. A devotional book like Mixtape Theology will help those who are familiar and unfamiliar with this era, understand and appreciate the inspired meaning of Scripture in song. This book of devotions will plant seeds to drive the reader back the music that God has given for the world to hear. Devotional books have always been my go-to for the short attention span of us creative types and I can’t wait to be inspired all over again!”

        LISA BEVILL - CCM ARTIST - “TRUE LOVE WAITS” AND “PLACE IN THE SUN” GIRLS CAMP

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “When I heard first heard about the Mixtape Theology devotional book using 90s CCM as the backdrop, I wasn’t sure what to expect. After reading it I am hooked! What a great way to bring these 90s CCM song into the modern age by coupling them with interesting stories, inspiration, and the Word of God!”

        DANIELLE KIMMEY TORREZ  - OUT OF EDEN

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “4HIM's career started in January of 1990, so we had a front row seat to the greatest decade of CCM! Mixtape Theology is not only a gift to those of us who were a part of so many great songs during that era, but also to the listeners who made the journey with us.”

        ANDY CHRISMAN - 4HIM
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            FOREWORD

          

          BY MAC POWELL OF THIRD DAY

        

      

    

    
      Thank God for Christian music.

      I, too, am a 90s CCM kid.

      It’s not an exaggeration to say that Christian music has changed my life. Growing up in a little town in Alabama, the only Christian music I knew about were songs from the old Baptist hymnal. Every once in a while, the choir would do a cutting-edge Southern Gospel song from Bill Gaither or Dottie Rambo. That was about as “contemporary” as my church music would get.

      I moved to Atlanta in 1988. Not long after that, I heard from friends about a rock band called Petra. Even my sister had attended one of their concerts, but I wasn’t very interested at the time. Some CCM artists had a couple of pop songs on the radio, like Michael W. Smith and Amy Grant, but that was the extent of my CCM knowledge. 

      Even though I grew up in church, I wasn’t living for Jesus. But in 1991, I started dating a cute, redheaded girl named Aimee (who later became my wife). She started trying to invite me to church with her. She knew I was a big music fan, so she gave me a couple of cassette tapes of Contemporary Christian music to listen to. The first was an album called “Circle Slide” by a cool alternative California band called The Choir. 

      Even though the lyrics were not overtly Christian, I had heard that the guys in the band were Christians. I couldn’t believe that Christians were making such cool music. Then Aimee gave me a cassette of an album called “i 2 (EYE)” by Michael W. Smith. He had a pop hit on the radio called “Place in this World,” so I was familiar with him and was excited to hear more of his music. This record opened up my eyes a bit more to contemporary music with a faith message.

      I had been in a garage band with a friend of mine from marching band, Mark Lee. Like most high school garage bands, we thought we would take over the world. We weren’t that great, but we had lots of hope for what it could turn into.

      A month before I was going to graduate from high school, I was feeling a bit lost in life. I had several friends that were encouraging me to grow in my faith, yet I was still trying to do all the things I wanted to do. I needed direction. I needed help. I was lost and didn’t know what the future would hold. I was scared of becoming an adult.

      Someone at church told me that I should read the book of Romans. I sat on my bed and opened the Table of Contents because I had no idea where the book of Romans was. I found it and turned to Chapter 1. Those pages reminded me of a decision I made as a child to follow Jesus. The words reminded me that God is faithful in keeping His promises, even when we are not. Right then and there, I surrendered to Jesus and asked Him to change my life. I asked Him to help me follow Him and to know Him more.

      I went to Mark and told him I was quitting the band. He asked me why, and I explained that I had surrendered to Jesus and wanted to start singing songs about Him. Mark said, “Why don’t we start a Christian band?” I didn’t really know what that meant, but I was excited about the possibility of a new plan for my life.

      Fast forward a couple of months later, I found a CCM Magazine in the Christian bookstore. One of the articles was about a band named White Heart. Mark and I drove to the local record store to see if we could find it. We couldn't find it while sifting through the cassettes, but came across a band called Whitecross. I read the song titles and thought, “I think this might be a Christian record.” We bought the tape, hopped in Mark’s car, and started listening. We could not believe the sounds that were coming through his speakers. Was this Christian music? Could a band rock this hard and be singing about Jesus? I was hooked! I knew I wanted to do that for the rest of my life.

      We started with just Mark and me with acoustic guitars. Buying everything we could afford, we dove headfirst into the world of Christian music. Not only were we listening to all the Christian music we could find, but we were also going to every Christian concert that came to town.

      I had sung the hit song “Awesome God” at church before I knew who Rich Mullins was. As a new CCM fan, I discovered who he was and looked for his albums. “The World As Best As I Remember It, Volume One” had come out, and I didn’t think a better record could ever be made. I had to see him live! Thankfully, not too long after that, he did a concert in Atlanta, and I got to meet him face-to-face. That was the first of many memorable times I spent with my writing mentor.

      I could go down a long list of records that influenced me, encouraged me in my faith, and helped me to grow in my knowledge of the Word. I could list numerous Christian music concerts by great artists like Newsboys and Audio Adrenaline (who all put out amazing records in the 90s), but I won’t bore you too much more with all those details. I’ll fast forward a few years into the mid 90s. At that point, Mark and I connected with a couple of other CCM fans. Two of them, David Carr (our drummer) and Tai Anderson (our bass player), joined us in Third Day.

      We had been making music together for a year or so when we met Brad Avery, another guitarist who joined the band. We spent countless hours driving across the country in a van and trailer trying to accomplish what our Christian music heroes were doing.

      We wanted simply to grow in our faith, honor God with our lives and music, and bring everyone who listened at least a smaller step closer to Jesus. Concluding with our farewell tour in 2018, we were a band for almost 25 years. Through those amazing years of music and ministry, I remain a huge Christian music fan. Now, as a solo artist that sings songs from back in the day and new ones that I’ve written, I’m so excited about the new batch of artists who are still encouraging and influencing me. But there’s something special about that 90s CCM – how the songs spoke to us, moved our young hearts closer to Jesus, and made us desire to dig deeper into God’s Word.

      To this day, I still can’t believe that I get to share the stage with some of those artists that had such a huge influence on me in the early years, such as Michael W. and my all-time favorite, Steven Curtis Chapman.

      This book takes me back and reminds me of why I fell in love with Christian music. This devotional delivers humor, 90s nostalgia, and great memories from those “good old days.” Ashley and Rachel will not only bring back the memories of years gone by but will also help you grow in your love for these artists and songs, and even more so, in your love for God and His Word.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            PREFACE: WHY 90S CCM?

          

        

      

    

    
      The memory of when I (Rachel) first heard Contemporary Christian Music (CCM) is still very vivid to me. It was a random summer day in 1993 when our family had just purchased a new CD player. Still a novelty at the time, it was given an entire shelf of importance in our bonus room. Our family CD “collection” included only four discs: Wynonna Judd’s debut album, Mariah Carey’s MTV Unplugged, the soundtrack from the television sitcom “Dinosaurs” (yes, I’m ashamed), and a hand-me-down Steven Curtis Chapman’s The Great Adventure album that my aunt said was “not her style.”

      I had sufficiently worn out Wynonna, Mariah, and the Dinosaurs, and I was a bored 12-year-old on summer break with nothing to do. It was only out of sheer boredom one afternoon that I decided to listen to this discarded CD of an unknown artist, who apparently needed three whole names. I had no idea about the genre of the music, so I had zero expectations. I popped it in, pressed “play,” and have been loving it ever since.

      Since I (Ashley) am seven years older than Rachel, my journey began not with a CD, but a cassette. After my high school graduation in 1992, my youth pastor presented me with 4HIM’s Face the Nation on tape. I popped that cassette in and never looked back! After a couple of years of continuous use, the label on my go-to cassette faded, and certain songs could barely play. When I eventually bought my first jam box equipped with a CD player, I upgraded my beloved tape to a CD.

      My seminary and ministry journey began around this time, and I began to build my CCM library while diving into theology as well. The collection soon grew to include Steven Curtis Chapman’s The Great Adventure and Michael W. Smith’s Go West Young Man, eventually leading to influencers such as Take 6 and Jars of Clay.

      What is it about 90s CCM that made such a lasting impact on our lives that we can still remember with clarity the first moments of finding and listening to it? If you bought this book, you likely know exactly how we feel.

      This magical combination of excellent music that also celebrated our Savior and inspired us to live for Him spoke straight to our young, zealous hearts. It still does. How can you not be  inspired when hearing the Christian life described as “The Great Adventure,” complete with horses and trails to blaze? The biblical truths behind these songs were like newly discovered gold, and the artistry of the music made it fun and exciting to keep digging for more.

      And, you may be wondering why we are releasing an updated version. We realized the need to revisit and refine some of the words and influences mentioned in our book. We do this, not because the gospel changes, but because we desire to handle the platform God has given us with integrity. Scripture reminds us to “test everything; hold fast what is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21). In this updated edition, we removed a couple of devotions as part of our effort to keep the focus where it belongs. Our desire is for the focus to be on the flawless Savior these songs point us toward. We remain grateful that God continues to use imperfect people, including us, to declare His perfect truth.

      Nineties CCM became the living epic soundtrack for our new Christianity. It punctuated important milestones in our lives. These songs provided the mountaintop anthems, the weepy lamentations, and the joy for our journeys. Decades later, we look fondly at this time in our lives and have a deep appreciation for how these songs discipled us and inspired us to know more about this “Awesome God” of the Bible.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION: HOW TO READ THIS DEVOTIONAL

          

        

      

    

    
      As you peruse the pages of this book, you'll quickly notice that it’s not your typical devotional. This book is a combination of two things–a 90s retrospective and a Bible devotional.

      90S CCM RETROSPECTIVE

      Throughout the book, you'll find some playful retrospectives on our experiences as 90s CCM kids and young adults. We’ll fondly poke fun at some of the decade’s clichés and stereotypes while reflecting on the lessons we learned. The best cheese is aged cheese, and we got it.

      This book isn't about artist interviews or the story behind the songs. Rather, it's our story and your story behind the songs and how they shaped us. It's about ordinary people, like you and me, reminiscing about an extraordinary time in our lives.

      In addition to good music, cheesy and fun retrospectives, and devotional theology, be prepared for some “comic relief.” Enjoy 90s inspired comics by our resident artistic Jesus freak, Liz King.

      BIBLE DEVOTIONAL

      Listening to 90s CCM takes us back to a time when our faith was new and growing. We were mentored by songwriters who exposed us to significant Christian truths for the first time. Intrigued by what we heard, we looked up the Bible verses that inspired our favorite songs. They served as a springboard for our own personal Bible study. As adults, we want to do that again.

      We'll explore theological truths found in some of the most unforgettable 90s CCM songs. Get ready to “Dive” deeper into the biblical passages that correspond with these nostalgic gems and “Walk With the Wise” by exploring what other theologians can contribute to our understanding. We can all do it together as special members of a truly awesome subculture of grown-up 90s kids and young adults.

      A list of additional resources for further study is included at the end of each devotion. Some are even free and available in the public domain. Booyah!

      Each devotion represents our own meditation and commentary of these beloved tunes and does not necessarily represent the thoughts and views of the artist(s) or songwriter(s). Some might agree with our interpretation, and others might not. Unless explicitly stated, we did not consult with the artists and songwriters featured in the book.  Songs were selected based on these criteria:

      
        
          	
        Broad Appeal - While we love deep cuts, we’re “Much Afraid” that not everyone would be thrilled with obscure picks. To fulfill your desire to explore those songs and references that only the most die-hard fans would know, we’ve created a Deep Cut Scavenger Hunt just for you.
      

      	
        Clear Correlation to a Biblical Passage - We have only chosen songs that have a clear Scriptural reference in the lyrics or specific verses mentioned in the liner notes for the song.
      

      	
        Good Hermeneutics - We’ve avoided songs that might have an interpretation of the Scripture that we may not agree with or that discuss a lower-level doctrine that is hotly debated. We are avoiding “I Wish We’d All Been Ready” like the plague.
      

      	
        Our Favorites - Some of the songs were chosen simply because they are our favorites.
      

      

      

      As you can imagine, it was difficult to narrow it down to 35 songs. Undoubtedly, we’ve missed some artists or songs that you love. We apologize for that! Although your favorite may not have been chosen for a devotion, you may still find it referenced somewhere within the book as we reminisce together.

      Ready to go to “Another Time, Another Place”? We hope you'll grab your Bible, dust off those new-fangled compact discs and dusty cassettes, and read the song lyrics along with us from your original liner notes just as Family Christian Stores (RIP) and God intended. But, if, like us, you lost them along the way, you can listen to most of these songs for free by scanning the QR code below. Saddle up, let’s go!
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        An Open Letter to Those Who Totally Missed the 90s CCM Subculture

      

      

      

      Dear Reader,

      We understand that the group of people who were part of the 90s CCM subculture is small, and it’s possible that you didn’t even know it existed. My spouse, for instance, missed out on all of this. While I was jamming to “The Great Adventure” with Steven Curtis Chapman, he was “Under the Table and Dreaming” with Dave Matthews. Many of the puns and inside jokes in this book won’t make any sense to him, but that’s OK. This book is for everyone.

      Here’s the truth: While this book features some of our favorite songs from a memorable time in our lives, they are just a means to an end. The goal is to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18). His Word is for all of us, regardless of our background or experience.

      If you’re brave enough to join us 90s CCM kids and young adults, you’re welcome here. Please forgive our cheesiness; we promise to ignore your eye rolls. Listen to these songs and study God’s truth with us. Our hope is that you’ll fall in love with these songs, just as we did, but more importantly, that you’ll fall even more deeply in love with God and His Word.

      

      Sincerely,

      

      Rachel Cash, co-author

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            THEOLOGY OF THE KINGDOM:

          

          MY DELIVERER IS COMING!
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        [image: Luz Humor comic titled “You might be a 90s CCM fan if…” with frames reading: “You go to every tent revival, only to be disappointed… You're a pastor that gets excited when someone screams you're a freak and you think it's a compliment…You own a vet clinic and every time a yellow lab dies, you play "Goldie's Last Day" over the intercom…Every time you go to an expensive hotel with an elevator operator in the elevator, you break out your triangle and begin singing "New Way To Be Human”…You snicker anv time someone says "for him”…You have a colorful collection of vests stashed in your closet.]
      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            YOU MIGHT BE A 90S CHRISTIAN IF…

          

        

      

    

    
      Remember Jeff Foxworthy’s hilarious “You might be a redneck if” routine from the 90s? This inspired us. To ready ourselves for our nostalgic ride through 90s Christianity, we reached far back in the memory banks. Prepare to have old memories unlocked. “You might be a 90s Christian if…”

      1. You participated in the “interpretive movement.” This alternative to dancing for Christians was the perfect loophole for non-movement denominations. Long before Napoleon Dynamite was making bird motions with the Happy Hands Club, Christian youth groups were dancing and carrying Kathy Troccoli’s candle to sanctuaries all over America.

      2. You boycotted Disney. Jiminy Cricket! What did Mickey ever do to you? Snow White and her brand of debauchery deserve a holy rebuke! Right? I (Ashley) am still a proud member of the denomination who led the boycott; however, I think the words of Steve Urkel are quite appropriate: “Did I do that?”

      3. You wore a WWJD bracelet. How could this not be on this list? What a movement! What an idea! What a price! What options! Here is the real question of the decade: “Would Jesus wear a What Would Jesus Do bracelet?” It makes your brain hurt. Or, would His bracelet say LWID (Look what I did?) or QBBAGTM (Quit buying bracelets and give to missions.)?

      4. Your True Love waited. Long before people were kissing dating goodbye, true love was a’waiting. And it was waiting with purity rings, commitment cards, and notes on pretty stationery in bubble cursive with heart-dotted I’s crowned by middle school girls. I (Ashley) am forever thankful for this program that became a movement. I still have the purity ring my wife gave me on our wedding night along with the note she wrote to her future husband before she ever knew who that might be. Let’s move on to the next one before I start crying sappy, thankful tears like an above-mentioned middle school girl.

      5. You rode on a 15-passenger van many times. Because of laws about axles or something, everyone now uses mini buses and bubble buses. But safety wasn’t a concern in the 90s. If the air went out, there was sure to be an obnoxious brat to invoke “This is the Song That Never Ends” to help pass the time. For the fringe kids who might be visiting, didn’t wear salvation bracelets, or hadn’t been through a True Love Waits ceremony, PDA was a common occurrence—and I’m not talking about the Audio Adrenaline kind.

      6. You thought the rapture could happen at any minute. With the Y2K apocalypse looming and the popular Left Behind book series churning out new releases every 30 minutes, our rapture awareness was strong. Best to always wear clean underwear should they end up in a pile for those left behind to find.

      7. You named your pets after your favorite CCM artists. Move over, Beethoven the dog, dc Bark is in the house. Or, perhaps you had three hamsters named Phillips, Craig, and Dean. Maybe a couple of fish named Bebe and Cece? Maybe not. But, now that I mention it, you like the idea. I think every home deserves a Steven Curtis Chapcat, don’t you?

      8. Your youth group had pre-made matching shirts with pastel colors that stated Christian words such as  “Hope” or “Sing.” These were great until you got to Kings Island and realized there were three other youth groups present with the same shirt from the same company, and they all rolled their short sleeves too. If you wanted to be slightly cooler, you wore a good parody shirt like “Lord’s Gym” or “Jesus is my King'' on the Burger King logo. Now that I think about it, I (Ashley) wore  a knockoff Reebok logo sweatshirt that said Reeborn in my senior pictures. That was ‘da bomb. Add Bugle Boy jeans and Dr. Martens. Ensemble complete.

      9. You let your snot run free at the end of a mission trip as “Friends are Friends Forever” played. I know this was the 80s, but the repercussions reached far into the 90s. It’s as if  a small “friends forever” stone was dropped in a pond, and it rippled and rippled. The  tears of those experiences made new ponds for new “friends forever” stones, and the snot flowed freely in youth groups all across our great country.

      10. You tried to stay awake during a contemporary service for young people at 8:00 am. Yes, you read that correctly. A contemporary service geared toward “young” people. At. Eight. In. The. Morning. What were they thinking? That makes as much sense as Jerry Falwell’s thoughts on the purple Teletubby. We were already sleepy-eyed and we then would repeat “I Could Sing of Your Love Forever” for 12 minutes? Good luck with that. Thankfully, some things evolve for the better, such as  Birkenstocks with socks.

      11. You witnessed the introduction of a new leadership position in the church—the overhead guy. In conjunction with contemporary music came a new role, and church spiritual gift inventories needed major adjustments. Long before PowerPoint illuminated on a giant screen, the “song leader” projected song lyrics using an old-school “math teacher” overhead projector. This was quite the controversy because the holy hymn books written by the disciples in the first century and donated in memory of Great Aunt Flossie didn’t get used. The travesty was real. This new position involving the shifting of transparencies between worship songs required humility, professionalism, coordination, and precision, the likes never witnessed in modern-day ecclesiology.

      12. You were in a youth choir. Before praise bands and Glee, youth groups had choirs. And the reason you had a choir was to learn a musical complete with synchronized dance moves and props built by the old men of the church and the choir director in his spare time. Our youth group toured the Florida panhandle and held multiple-night performances of Let’s Go to the Rock, a 50s-based Christian musical that included poodle skirts and malt shops. Al Denson’s The Extra Mile made the rounds as well as Michael W. Smith’s The Big Picture. “Cue split-track cassette tape!”

      13. You had a Jesus fish on your car. It embodies the American dream that someone somewhere may be rich because they invented the ICTHUS Jesus fish for cars. This is a great idea until someone cuts you off in traffic. Trying to maintain one’s witness and not cast off all restraint is too much for any Christian to endure. To be sure, only real Jesus Freaks were so bold as to attach these plastic beauties to their lowered Honda Civic.

      14. You believe there has never ever ever ever ever been a show like VeggieTales. One did not have to be a kid to enjoy born again, Jesus-loving vegetables. Whether lookin’ for your hairbrush or singing about Mr. Nezzer’s bunny, Bob and Larry brought respect to Christian produce everywhere.

      15. You performed a live action skit to Carman’s “The Champion.” Nobody goes Rocky Balboa on the Devil like Carman, and many youth groups acted out the spiritual boxing match, as we all know that Jesus doesn’t stay down for the ten count! “The Champion” hit hard with puppets for youth groups that wanted to take this to the next level.

      How did you do? Do any hit a little too close to home? Start this conversation with some of your old 90s friends, and see what stories you remember together.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            “HEAVEN IN THE REAL WORLD”

          

          (1994)

        

      

    

    
      Songwriter: Steven Curtis Chapman

      Artist: Steven Curtis Chapman

      Album: Heaven in the Real World

      
        
        John 1:14–And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

      

      

      
        
        Ephesians 2:12-18–Remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.

      

      

      90S IMPRESSION

      Jesus will fix this messed up and hopeless world.

      TODAY’S IMPRESSION

      Heaven is God’s kingdom, and it is here through Jesus Christ.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

      

      Welcome, fellow mixtape theologian! If you are reading this book in order, “Heaven in the Real World” is the first song on our 35-song theological mixtape.

      With each song, let the nostalgia run free. Explore old memories and remember how it felt to learn these truths for the first time. Those recollections can be tools that motivate you to explore familiar ideas again with renewed curiosity. Listen to each song along the way. Grab your Bible. Enjoy His presence and His infallible Word, and I promise you’ll recapture some of that wonder.

      As we continue together, you will be encouraged to consider how your understanding of theological concepts, such as the ones alluded to in these songs, have changed since the 90s. At the top of each devotion, you’ll see how our impressions have evolved–sometimes correcting our mistakes, while other times just understanding a little more deeply. Feel free to jot down your own 90s vs Today’s Impressions to observe your own growth. You might be surprised at the difference!

      If you are new to 90s CCM, welcome to the club. You may not have a 90s impression of these particular songs, and that’s totally OK. Just jump in wherever you are!

      Ready to dive in and go deep?

      Do you remember your first impressions of “Heaven in the Real World”? For me, I heard it from a cassette. I devoured the liner notes and listened to the album in its entirety alone in one sitting. There was just something really captivating about the idea of Jesus being Heaven in the real world.

      My understanding of that concept was pretty basic. I was in middle school–young, carefree, and new in the faith. You know what I’ve learned since those good ol’ days? Living in the real world is exhausting. Some days, simply existing feels like a challenge. Like a game of survival of the fittest, it’s a dramatic narrative full of conflict. Humanity seems perpetually broken down, worn out, and busted up. “Heaven in the Real World” sits differently as a grown-up, you know?

      Not surprising, one of the most appealing aspects of the traditional view of a Christian afterlife (what we might refer to as “Heaven”) is that it represents an escape from this world. Instead of despair, in Heaven we have fulfilled hope. Instead of strife, we get eternal peace. Finally, we can rest.

      While that is certainly true and worth hoping for, is the Christian life really just about waiting around until the afterlife? Are we just living a long goodbye? Are we stuck in a waiting room until we get called? See ya, wouldn’t want to be ya?

      I think the good things in Heaven that we look forward to are not just reserved for after death. What about this life? Is it possible for Heaven to be found in the real world?

      I still remember the first time I watched the music video for “Heaven in the Real World.” In it, we follow a lonely, armor-clad boy who spends his days fighting battles with his sword and shield at the ready. Daily, he walks past a gate where
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OEBPS/toc.xhtml

  
    Contents


    
      		Cover


      		
        Endorsements
      


      		
        Title Page
      


      		
        Copyright
      


      		
        Contents
      


      		
        Foreword – by Mac Powell of Third Day
      


      		
        Preface: Why 90s CCM?
      


      		
        Introduction: How to Read this Devotional
      


      		
        An Open Letter to Those Who Totally Missed the 90s CCM Subculture
      


      		
        Theology of the Kingdom:
        
          		
            Full Page Image
          


          		
            You Might Be a 90’s CCM Fan If…
          


          		
            You Might Be a 90s Christian If…
          


          		
            “Heaven in the Real World”
          


          		
            “New Way to Be Human”
          


          		
            “Big House”
          


          		
            Thoughts on “A Heavenly Place”
          


          		
            Bob and Larry Rest in Peace
          


        


      


      		
        Theology of Sin:
        
          		
            Full Page Image
          


          		
            Corny Song to Colorful Vest Correlation
          


          		
            “More Than You Know”
          


          		
            “The Devil is Bad”
          


          		
            “Hold Me Jesus”
          


          		
            “Liquid”
          


          		
            Van Songs
          


        


      


      		
        Theology of Salvation:
        
          		
            Full Page Image
          


          		
            Righteous Style of the 90s CCM Young Person
          


          		
            Rebecca St. James
          


          		
            “God”
          


          		
            “The Robe”
          


          		
            “Stomp”
          


          		
            “Crucified with Christ”
          


          		
            You’ll Always Remember Your Firsts
          


          		
            “No Condemnation”
          


          		
            “In Christ Alone”
          


          		
            “The Great Adventure”
          


          		
            Lovely Day
          


        


      


      		
        Theology of Surrender:
        
          		
            Full Page Image
          


          		
            Handbell Choir
          


          		
            Andy Chrisman Talks 90s CCM
          


          		
            “I’ll Lead You Home”
          


          		
            “I Surrender All”
          


          		
            “Where There is Faith”
          


          		
            “Addicted to Jesus”
          


          		
            WWJD
          


          		
            Super Superlatives
          


          		
            “God is in Control”
          


          		
            “Beauty for Ashes”
          


          		
            “We Believe in God”
          


          		
            “Hope to Carry On”
          


          		
            Youth Group
          


          		
            “What Would Jesus Do?”
          


          		
            Which Set of Jones’ Are You?
          


        


      


      		
        Theology of Prayer:
        
          		
            Full Page Image
          


          		
            Michael Card
          


          		
            Chums Meet Amy Grant
          


          		
            “Jesus Will Still Be There”
          


          		
            “As It is in Heaven”
          


          		
            “On My Knees”
          


          		
            “Well Alright”
          


          		
            Testamint
          


        


      


      		
        Theology of Evangelism:
        
          		
            Full Page Image
          


          		
            dc Talk Youth Pastor
          


          		
            Christian Music Was in My Future
          


          		
            “Shine”
          


          		
            “Testify to Love”
          


          		
            “Alice in Wonderland”
          


          		
            Lock-in
          


        


      


      		
        Theology of the Holy Spirit:
        
          		
            Full Page Image
          


          		
            Misheard Lyrics
          


          		
            CCM in KJV?
          


          		
            “Consuming Fire”
          


          		
            “Under the Influence”
          


          		
            “Open the Eyes of My Heart”
          


          		
            Entertaining Angels
          


        


      


      		
        Theology of the New Heaven & the New Earth:
        
          		
            Full Page Image
          


          		
            Left Behind
          


          		
            Comically Inspired
          


          		
            Gift Wrapping
          


          		
            “Another Time, Another Place”
          


          		
            “I Will Be Free”
          


          		
            Pass or Fail:
          


          		
            Deep Cut Scavenger Hunt
          


        


      


      		
        “That Was Then, This is Now”
      


      		
        Works Cited
      


      		
        Special Thanks to Specific Mixtape Theologians
      


      		
        Authors’ Thanks
      


      		
        Mixtape Theology Volume 2
      


    


  
  
    
      		Cover


      		Title Page


      		Copyright


      		Contents


      		Beginning


      		Works Cited


    


  




This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.


OEBPS/images/ornamental-break-1.jpg
Mg L ApN





OEBPS/images/section-1-background.jpg






OEBPS/images/you-might-be-a-90s.jpg
’
0]

You might he a 90’s CCM fan if.

You go fo every tent revival You're a pastor that gets excited
when someone screams VOU‘(Q a

only to be disappointed. freak and you think it'’s a

Yeetaw! That there Souplinend,
preacher was so good, 11think; Cool! You hear that
the rooster got saved! Melanie?? Another kid
called me a freak!

You own a vet clinic and every time Every fime you go fo an

a yellow lab dies, you play “Goldie’s expensive hotel Wi_ﬂ' an
Last Day” over the intercom. elevator operator in the

elevator, you break out your
triangle and begin singing “New
Way To Be Human'”.

What is wrong with you?

Maam, is this
for him?






OEBPS/images/logo_nrtbooks_lightbackground.jpg
$# NRTBOOKS






OEBPS/images/mixtape-theology-mac-powell-third-day.jpg
2b BY

FerW°
Mac POWELL OF # Tutep DAY








OEBPS/images/untitled-design.jpg
(=] 1 IEI

EII.,_-






