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Chapter One
 Discovery and Exploration

1. Are we there yet?

c. 1492—On August 3, Christopher Columbus set sail from Palos, Spain, on the Santa Maria in search of Asia. The Pe$nTzon brothers commanded the sister ships, the Nina and the Pi$nTta. The crews had been promised a bonus for a first sighting of land and when an early-morning haze revealed the shadow of an island, the excited men clamored for their reward. Protesting that he had made the first sighting me evening before, Columbus claimed the money and lost out on the congeniality prize. They paused long enough in the Bahamas on October 12 to name Watlings Island "San Salvador" and sailed on to discover Cuba and Haiti.

2. What belongs to whom in the New World

c. 1497—John Cabot, a Venetian navigator, was financed by King Henry VIII of England to check out the fuss over the New World. Reaching the coast of New England, Cabot proceeded southward for 300 leagues and reported back to the king. On the basis of this "go-see" and a follow-up trip to the Carolinas, Great Britain laid claim to all of North America.

3. Hey, this looks kind of familiar…

c. 1501—Intrigued by exotic accounts of the New World in North America, Amerigo Vespucci joined a Portuguese expedition to South America and experienced déjá vú. Heavily influenced by his readings, Vespucci felt so confident in his knowledge of his new surroundings that he wrote extensively about his experiences and observations. These writings were widely circulated and endured for centuries. Later, New World geographer Martin Waldseemuller made the assumption that Vespucci was the person who really discovered the country and chose the name "America," in honor of Vespucci’s contribution.

4. Make a sharp left at the North Pole-you can’t miss it

c. 1576—In search of a northwest shortcut to Asia, Martin Frobisher embarked on the first of several voyages. He entered Hudson Bay along the Canadian coast of the Pacific and uncovered lucrative mineral resources. Pleased but hardly satisfied, Frobisher kept trying to find a route throughout the precolonial period. It wasn’t until the nineteenth century that the great exploring minds of the world realized that there was no shortcut. Explorations had not been in vain since fisheries, fur trading, and mineral deposits were developed and geographical knowledge of the area increased.

5. The first man to touch the ground

c. 1602—An English expedition focused on the New England coast and was headed by Bartholomew Gosnold. He carefully surveyed the stretch of coast from Maine to Cape Cod and was the first Englishman to set foot in the New World. Conferring with the natives, Gosnold traded trinkets and provisions for furs. His findings generated more curiosity about potential riches in the New World.

6. Hard times to weather

c. 1607—The settlement of Jameston, Virginia, was founded by a wave of hardy English individuals. Initially, they were self-sufficient and slow to accept assistance from the natives. The winter of 1607 was cruel and punishing, reducing their numbers drastically. Captain John Smith filled the void with a dictatorial leadership, food rationing and communal sharing of goods thus preserving what was left of the colony. By the spring of 1610, there were 60 settlers left from the original population of 500.

7.Man overboard!

c. 1611—While Henry Hudson, the esteemed navigator, possessed an exceptional sense of direction, his communication skills were less developed. An unhappy crew grew tired of his insensitive and cavalier treatment and one fine morning, tossed him in a rowboat and cast him adrift. Hudson perished in the bay that was later named in his honor.

8. And they’re off!

c. 1620—On September 6, the Mayflower disembarked from Plymouth, England, with a group of 149 religious-freedom-seeking souls. By November 6, they were in full view of Cape Cod where they stopped to take in the sights. On December 16, when the Pilgrims first sailed into Plymouth, there was no welcoming committee nor did they pause, other than through prayer, to note the moment. A century later, the settlers commemorated the moment with a reen-actment of the landing and an inscription on Plymouth Rock.

9. Where have all the Pilgrims gone?

c. 1624—Even with the generous support of the Native American Squanto, the four-year period of intense settlement saw a decimation in the number of Pilgrims brought by the Mayflower. Unaccustomed to harsh winters of extreme deprivation and susceptible to fevers, accidents, and natural disasters, the settlers barely survived.

10. And I’ll even throw in some Green Stamps…

c. 1626—The entrepreneurial, fast-talking Peter Minuit, as director-general of New Netherland, purchased the island of Manhattan for a mere 64 guilders ($24 at the time). He named it New Amsterdam and it quickly acquired a reputation as a party town with minimal ordinances and lots of friendly taverns.

11. The people next door

c. 1654—The first contingent of Jewish settlers, emigrating from Brazil, appeared in New Amsterdam. Fleeing from the South American inquisition, they met with resistance and suspicion from the Dutch community. Coming to their defense, the Dutch West Indies Company approved their resettlement and encouraged others to follow. Peter Stuyvesant, governor of the colony, was displeased at the liberal invitation and for the remainder of his term did nothing to ease their adjustment. The first shul, the Congregation of Shearth Israil, opened its doors and was led by Rabbi Saul Brown.

12. Soon to be a major motion picture

c. 1693—The biggest whaler of them all, "Old Yarmouth" (aka Captain Paddock) arrived in Nantucket to instruct the locals in the fine art of whaling. His reputation was based entirely on his own fishy accounts of derring-do. He battled the legendary "Crook Jaw" not on the sea or in a boat but in the monster’s mouth—where Paddock had wandered in search of adventure.

13. The grass is always bluer on the other side

c. 1769—Daniel Boone’s trek along the Cumberland Gap brought him to Kentucky, where he settled permanently between his travels. The date of June 7 is celebrated as Boone Day by the Kentucky State Historical Society and is a bittersweet memorial to a man who single-handedly opened up unknown areas of early America. Boone was careless about property matters, unable to keep track of important papers, and forgetful about paying taxes. In old age, he had little to call his own except a crude log cabin in Missouri.

14. Going in circles

c. 1792—In the merry month of May, Boston captain Robert Gray commenced his second circumnavigation of the globe. He stumbled upon a 1,214-mile stretch of water in the Washington-Oregon area that he named the Columbia River. It wasn’t until the Lewis and Clark expedition in 1805 that this land was explored on foot and accurately charted for future settlement.

15. Surf’s up!

c. 1796—When New England captain Ebenezer Don-spied the majestic waters of Monterey Bay, he was the first American to sail along the California coastline. The pounding surf revealed little but hinted at exciting possibilities. The dense forests promised timber, furs, and a wealth of plant and animal life.

16. The push west begins

c. 1801—The discovery of North America’s abundant natural resources touched off a frenzy of homesteading and exploitation abetted by the construction of canals and roadways. Railroads were about to push through America, made possible by a large pool of immigrant labor. As factories and mills flourished in the East, greater demands for natural resources resulted in improved transportation and quickly settled territories.

17. The French know where to find the best bargains

c. 1803—Napoleon’s control of New Orleans and the entire region west of the Mississippi River caused unease in the Jefferson administration. Since France was involved in a costly, protracted war with England, Jefferson went shopping and was able to pick up 828,000 square miles for a mere $14.5 million. The Treaty of Cession was signed on April 30, leaving both sides satisfied with the Louisiana Purchase.

18. If. Congress asks, say you found the money

c. 1804—Given his lifelong interest in geography and nature, Thomas Jefferson was eager to have the Northwest Passage properly scouted and surveyed. He slyly appropriated $2,500 for the explorers Meriwether Lewis and William Clark (as he did not have authority as president to appropriate the funds through official channels). The prospect of finding more natural resources excited many who shared Jefferson’s vision.

19. Maybe it’s over here…

c. 1805—A man with a poor sense of direction, Zebulon Pike was dispatched by the United States government to explore the lands acquired through the Louisiana Purchase. On his first foray, he led 20 men from St. Louis straight into Minnesota and thought he had found the source of the Mississippi River. Later, taking a more westerly direction into Colorado, he surveyed the mountain that now bears his name Pike’s Peak.

 20. But can she cook buffalo?

c. 1806—Shoshoni Indian guide Sacajawea has the distinction of being the most memorialized woman of the American West. She departed from St. Louis with the Lewis and Clark expedition as their interpreter and guide, not realizing the vital role she was to play. Resourceful, calm, and even-tempered, Sacajawea impressed her male companions with her extensive knowledge of nature, geography, and survival skills. Thanks to the "Indian Bird Woman" the expedition moved more quickly as she was able to negotiate for horses and supplies with local Indians, thus saving extra trips to more conventional trading posts. Clark was so grateful for her contributions, he paid for her son’s education at a private boys’ school.

21. Super-mom

c. 1812—When Wilson Price Hunt led a party of adventurers from St. Louis to Astoria on the West coast, an Iowa Indian woman, Marie Dorion, accompanied her husband Pierre, the company’s interpreter. Hunt wrote of Dorion, "We cannot but notice the wonderful patience, perseverance and hardihood of this woman." These qualities saved her life two years later, when members of another expedition were massacred and she fled with her babies. For 55 wintry days, Dorion and her babies lived in a makeshift tepee, eating smoked horse meat and fighting off predatory animals. In the spring, they were rescued by the friendly Walla Walla tribe and she became a popular heroine among the settlers.

 22. See America first

c. 1819—One of the country’s first scientific and geographical expeditions was commissioned by Secretary of War John C. Calhoun. Major Stephen H. Long was enlisted to lead a two-year information-gathering expedition from Pennsylvania to the lands south of the Missouri River. Long spent the winter at Council Bluffs with his team of soldiers, scientists, and scouts, riding out for brief inspections of the eastern Rocky Mountains. In the spring, as the party rode through the vast expanses of dry land, Long referred to it as the "Great American Desert."

23. No Trespassing—No Hunting—No Fishing- No Interference

c. 1823—The Monroe Doctrine was a natural extension and formal confirmation of Jefferson’s earlier national policy and Jackson’s forthcoming democratic ideals. Westward expansion promised the continued growth of America, and her developing autonomy would discourage meddling on the part of foreign interests.

24. I’d rather do it myself

c. 1825—The term "rugged individualist" has been used to describe the American tradition of self-reliance and self-sufficiency. During the administration of Andrew Jackson, this philosophy was embodied by the westward migration. Looking to the accomplishments of the trapper, hunter, farmer, and trader, America discovered its destiny. Jackson was partial to saying,"Equal rights for all, special privileges for none." His desire for a more egalitarian society set the stage for laissez-faire capitalism.

25. Seduced by the beauty of the West

c. 1842—Conducting expeditions into the Rocky Mountains and later into California and Oregon— sometimes poorly planned and executed—, John C. Fremont embodied the expansionist mood of the times. For extended periods of up to four years, he literally lost himself in the lush beauty of the American West. As his frontier reputation broadened, Fremont was propelled into war and politics, and fashioned for himself an arrogant and impetuous style.

26. And don’t forget to bring sunscreen

c. 1845—The American longing for exploration and discovery went beyond the California coastline to the unexplored lands of the setting sun. This nationalistic movement embraced the concept of "manifest destiny" which encouraged American civilization and control of a continental empire. John L. Sullivan, in the Democratic Review, was the first to use the phrase that captured the fever of pioneering.

27. If it’s yellow and shiny, it must be gold

c. 1848—John Sutter had the unfortunate luck to find gold on his California estate. Even though he had petitioned the American military government in Monterey for proper title to his land, it was refused. California was not yet an American territory. Eleven days later, Mexico rescinded its claim but by then, Sutter’s property was overrun by gold-rush prospectors and speculators.

28. We just want to look around, honest …

c. 1853—The port of Japan was opened by a show of force from the fleet of Commodore Matthew Perry. When he cruised into Tokyo Bay, his intentions were clear to the mikado, who reluctantly met with him. Since Marco Polo’s expeditions two centuries earlier, Japan had been sealed off to the Western world.

 29. Folly or fortune?

c. 1867—Seward Day is celebrated on March 30 in Alaska to commemorate Secretary of State William Henry Seward’s treaty with Russia. On that day, Seward purchased the territory of Alaska for $7,200,000. Initially, he was ridiculed for wasting so much money on a giant snow cone and endured taunts about "Seward’s Folly." He did not live long enough to see popular opinion turn around with the gold strike of 1880, when his folly became a prospector’s dream come true.

30. Keep them doggies moving

c. 1868—It took a half-Cherokee, half-Scot explorer to carve out the famous Chisolm Trail. Thanks to the stubbornness of Jesse Chisolm, the flattest stretch of land between Kansas and the Canadian River was charted for the increasing herds of cattle. A one-way trip took up to four months of hard riding and driving. For 20 years, the trail was the only route for the transportation of beef to market. As railroads spread across the West, the Chisolm Trail lost its appeal and usefulness and was replaced by this faster, safer mode of travel.

31. The power of gold

c. 1873—For the average prospector, mining was a simple endeavor. "Placer" mining involved little more than panning in streams, sifting through the sediment, and collecting nuggets. While this type of mining opened the West, it was replaced by tunnel mining, a more complicated and costly venture. Banks were loath to finance eccentric individuals and dealt only with professionals. A strike such as the Comstock Lode was a major investment requiring a 1,167-foot dig beneath me earth to uncover a 600-by-400-by-70-foot body of silver. This was followed by the extensive copper find in Butte, Montana, the Anaconda.

32. Pacific overtures

c. 1898—After the Civil War, the U.S. Navy needed a coaling station and base somewhere in the Pacific. The natural place was Pearl Harbor as the territory of Hawaii had been westernized by missionaries, merchants, planters, and explorers. The U.S. offered a generous "preferential policy" for the import of Hawaiian sugar in exchange for a naval base. By 1893, the children of the early American settlers there had become a powerful political force and pressed for statehood, ignoring the ruling royal family. The U.S.S. Boston arrived in Honolulu and, in a subtle show of force, Hawaii was annexed.

33. Scaling new heights

c. 1899—This was the year that mountain climber Fanny Bullock Workman scaled Mt. Koser Gunge in the Himalayas. At an altitude of 21,000 feet she posed for a picture, waving a banner that read "Votes for Women." Subsequently, Workman and her husband made five more trips in the mountains of Tibet and at the age of 53, she retired to write her memoirs and advocate for women’s rights.

34. When you’re number two, you have to try harder!

c. 1908—Admiral Robert Peary had a simple goal in life: to be the first man to reach the North Pole. Twice, he set off for Greenland—the first time to scout the area and the second time to achieve his goal. With a party of Eskimos on dogsleds and the latest equipment, Peary made it to the North Pole and was exhilarated by his accomplishment. Upon his return, he was devastated to learn that a former associate, Dr. Frederick Cook, had beat him to it. His bitter disappointment notwithstanding, Peary is credited with commencing the tradition of famous also-rans.

35. Snap-happy

c. 1913—The woman who brought the jungle to Central Park West, Mary Jobe Akeley, was an expert photographer, botanist, and mountain climber. She was dedicated to the exploration of Africa and the study of gorillas. Akeley furthered her dream of a generation of women explorers by establishing Camp Mystic in Mystic, CT in 1916. Under her auspices, young girls received special training in outdoor survival and heard lectures by a prestigious faculty of renowned explorers.

 36. A Reluctant hero

c. 1927—As the Spirit of St. Louis soared over the skies of New York, Charles Lindbergh had one thing on his mind: the Orteig Prize, a purse of $25,000 for the first solo flight from New York to Paris. Thirty-three hours and 3,600 miles later, a groggy Lindbergh coasted into a welcoming crowd of 100,000 ecstatic French citizens. For the first of many times, this shy and good-natured man was thrust into the public spotlight.

37. The only way to fly

c. 1929—With the advent of commercial air travel, Americans enjoyed shorter traveling times and improved accommodations. Night travel was not feasible with few airports illuminated so coast-to-coast trips were divided between day flights and overnight train rides. A one-way trip from New York to California took an average of 50 hours and for travelers in a hurry this was a marvel and a treat.

38. Rich girl makes good

c. 1930—Dismissed by her critics as a socialite with a penchant for polar bears, Louise Boyd chartered her own Arctic expeditions and acquired solid survival skills. It wasn’t until she joined the search for the lost explorer Roald Amundsen that her critics viewed her with seriousness and respect. In 1931, she met Isaiah Bowman of the American Geographic Society and lent her support and services to his expeditions. On a factfinding trip to Greenland, Boyd’s research made a significant contribution to the study of the area and in recognition of this accomplishment, a district of Greenland was named in her honor.

39. Promises to keep

c. 1933—"If I survive this ordeal, I shall devote my life to help further the friendship of my country with other nations" wrote Robert Byrd in his journal. This was promised—not after waiting in line to renew his driver’s license, but after five solitary months in Antarctica. The pioneer explorer and famed aviator nearly died from carbon monoxide poisoning at his base in Antarctica. Byrd’s promise did not go unfulfilled; he volunteered his services as an international peace emissary while continuing his studies of Antarctica.

40. Missing in action

c. 1937—There was a "Lady Lindy" but she was not the wife of Charles Lindbergh. Amelia Earhart was given this pet name when she followed in his footsteps and flew solo across the Atlantic. With her tomboy mannerisms and careless good looks, Earhart was the darling of the depression, cheering people with her taste for adventure. She accepted a teaching position with Purdue University and they presented her with a Lockheed Electra as an aeronautics laboratory. Earhart had scheduled one more trip before her teaching duties were to begin: an around-the-world flight, critical to her study on human and mechanical reactions to extended periods of high altitudes and temperatures. This voyage led to her mysterious and still unexplained disappearance somewhere in the Pacific Ocean.

41. Undersea explorations

c. 1940—In the world of marine biology, Edward Ricketts made great progress with his exploration of the Gulf of California. He was assisted by the writer John Steinbeck, who collaborated with him on The Sea of Cortez. Ricketts conducted scientific tests on specimen collections and recorded his findings. Steinbeck provided a journal of literary and marine observations to enhance the text. For the author of the The Grapes of Wrath, the cycle of life in a tide pool turned with some of the same primal urges that motivated mankind.

42. Reaching beyond the stars

c. 1960s—The first astronauts were a colorful mix of military fliers, daredevil aviators, and test pilots. They had to be trained exhaustively in all aspects of astro-nautical technology. In time, men and women with expertise in science, medicine, and education would be eligible for training in space travel, as participants in the space shuttle programs.

 43. Blast-off

c. 1962—Project Mercury’s goal was to send an astronaut into orbit around the earth. On February 20, Lt. Colonel John Glenn, Jr. broke previous records of orbital speed when he cruised along at 17,500 miles per hour and circled the planet in 90 minutes. This was the first of several milestones in the quest to explore space and the race to land a man on the moon before the end of the decade.

44. The place of primitive cultures in a modern society

c. 1965—Most children regard a natural history museum as a neat place to spend a Saturday afternoon. The anthropologist Margaret Mead thought of the American Museum of Natural History in New York as her second home. When not exploring the Pacific Islands and their primitive cultures, Mead stayed put in the museum to catalog her findings and supervise exhibitions of her specimens. She believed that the solutions to many modern dilemmas could be found in the preservation of the past. Mead inspired many—in her lifetime and afterwards—to strike out on their own and search for such answers.

45. Touch down!

c. 1969—On July 20, Americans thrilled to the sight of two men walking on the moon. The expedition climaxed  an eight-year program initiated by President John Kennedy. Project Apollo was headed up by Neil Armstrong and Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin, Jr., and about 400,000 other people who had labored to achieve this wondrous goal. When the Eagle set down on the Sea of Tranquility, the astronauts prepared for their historic walk. Wearing a temperature-controlled atmosphere suit, Armstrong touched the surface and announced to the world, "It’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind." The stainless-steel plaque left behind reads, "Here men from the planet Earth first set foot upon the moon. July, 1969 A.D. We Came In Peace For All Mankind."

46. Ride, Sally, ride

c. 1983—When the Challenger space shuttle blasted off on June 18, it carried a crew of five highly trained individuals, one of whom was the first American woman astronaut. In the course of the flight, Sally Ride maintained and repaired equipment, conducted experiments, and operated a new robotized arm for outside work. She modestly played down the historic significance of her achievement, preferring to see herself as part of a team. Ride refused to lend her name to commercial endorsements and avoided the media blitz with wit and charm.
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