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A

Donald B. “Buddy” Ackerman

Born September 4, 1930, New York, New York, 6’0”, 185 lbs., Long Island University, Guard, Knicks Jersey Number: 3

Selected in the second round of the 1953 NBA draft, Buddy played guard in twenty-eight regular season games and four playoff games for the Knicks during the 1953–1954 season. He averaged just under eight minutes per game for the regular season and five minutes for the playoffs. He also played in the American Basketball League (ABL), a weekend league that preceded the BAA and NBA by a few years.

Buddy played basketball close to home, having gone to high school (Metropolitan High) and college (LIU) in the city.

Now in his retirement, he lives in Rockaway, New York.

 


Henry T. Akin

Born July 31, 1944, Detroit, Michigan, 6’10”, 235 lbs., Morehead State (Kentucky)/William Carey College (Mississippi), Center/Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 10

Selected in the second round of the 1966 NBA draft, the 11th pick overall, Henry played fifty games for the Knicks during the 1966-1967 season. He averaged a little more than nine minutes per game that year. He played in two playoff games at the end of the year, playing only eight minutes per game. For a guy his size, he had a surprisingly smooth shooting touch.

The following year he was picked by Seattle in the 1967 expansion draft. During that off-season, however, he injured his knee during a pickup game with old buddies in Detroit. He played thirty-six games for the SuperSonics, but for most of that time he was taking cortisone shots in his knee. He is one of only twelve players who can claim to be an original Sonic. He then moved to the ABA where he finished his pro career with two games for the Kentucky Colonels in 1968.

Prior to his pro career, at Morehead State in Kentucky, Akin averaged 20 points and 12 rebounds per game and was named to the All-Ohio Valley Conference both years. He then dropped out of school, fell in love, got married, and worked for six months installing elevators. He later went back to school, this time at William Carey College in Mississippi, but was invited to try out for the Knicks before he had a chance to play basketball there.

After basketball, Henry went to work for Boeing as a controller, responsible for moving paints, primers, adhesives, and sealants for use on airplanes. He is in good health, except for his knees, which are arthritic and painful.

“I’m like an eighty-year old man. My leg and ankle are swollen all the time. But that’s life,” he said in 2004.

He and his wife Diana have been married for forty years and have raised three daughters, Erin, Shannon, and Amanda. Shannon is an assistant coach of a high school girls’ team and Henry loves to go see the games.

“I love girls’ basketball,” he said recently. “It’s a lot like the way we used to play thirty years ago.”

 


Robert H. Anderegg

Born August 24, 1937, Monroe, Wisconsin, 6’3”, 200 lbs., Michigan State University, Forward/Guard, Knicks Jersey Number: 18

Chosen in the third round of the 1959 NBA draft, the 22nd pick overall, Bob played thirty-three games for the Knicks during the 1959-1960 season, his only campaign as a Knick. Playing a little less than one quarter per game, he averaged 4 points. He was waived on January 11, 1960. In 1961-1962 Bob extended his pro-ball career by playing in the ABL.

Bob was a star player at Monroe High School in Wisconsin (1951-1955), scoring 707 points just as a senior. As a schoolboy he was remembered for his extraordinarily long arms and his ability to score both inside and outside. While a star forward for the Michigan State Spartans (1957-1959), Bob was twice selected to the second team All-Big Ten.

 


Eric Walfred Anderson

Born May 26, 1970, Chicago, Illinois, 6’3”, 220 lbs., Indiana University, Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 42

Anderson was drafted by the Cleveland Cavaliers in the tenth round of the 1975 NBA draft. He appeared in a total of twenty-seven regular-season games as a Knick during the 1992-1993 and 1993–1994 seasons, averaging only 3.1 minutes per game.

He also appeared in two playoff games following the 1992-1993 season, scoring 2 postseason points. He played until 1998 with the Fort Wayne Fury of the minor league Continental Basketball Association (CBA).

When Anderson was a Knick, the coach was Pat Riley. Jeff Van Gundy, who was on the bench as an assistant coach at the time, remembered that Riley had a policy: He would pay $100 out of his own wallet to any player who drew an offensive foul. Anderson took this policy to heart and was, for a time, its number-one beneficiary. He would, according to Van Gundy, “throw himself in front of anything that moved” and earned “like four grand” in charges that he drew—all in the two or three minutes per game that he usually played.

He was a star basketball player at Saint Francis DeSales High School in Chicago, Illinois, and then at Indiana University.

 


Shandon Rodriguez Anderson

Born December 31, 1973, Atlanta, Georgia, 6’6”, 208 lbs., University of Georgia, Forward/Guard, Knicks Jersey Number: 49

The Utah Jazz originally selected Anderson in the second round of the 1996 NBA draft. After a three-year stint in Utah and two years in Houston, he played in every game of the 2001–2002 and 2002–2003 seasons for the Knicks. Known for his perimeter defense, he only missed two Knicks games during the 2003–2004 season, and then went to the Miami Heat just one game into the 2004-2005 season. He finished his NBA career with the Heat in 2006. His most productive Knicks year was 2002-2003 when he had an 8.4 scoring average.

He attended Crim High School in Atlanta and is the younger brother of former Knick Willie Anderson (see below). At the University of Georgia, where he was a sociology major, he became the first Bulldog to score 1,500 points, 500 rebounds, and 300 assists.

Anderson has a daughter, Kori. He is the founder of the Shandon Anderson Foundation, which sponsors mentorship programs, community events, and fundraisers.

 


Willie Lloyd “Chill” Anderson Jr.

Born January 8, 1967, Greenville, South Carolina, 6’7”, 190 lbs., University of Georgia, Guard/Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 40

Willie Anderson was originally selected by the San Antonio Spurs in the first round of the 1988 NBA draft, the 10th pick overall. He was a member of the 1989 NBA All-Rookie team. While in San Antonio, Willie owned and helped to operate a jazz club in the Riverwalk section of town.

After seven years with the Spurs, Chill spent a half season with Toronto, having been chosen by the fledgling Raptors in the expansion draft, before coming to the Knicks for the second half of the 1995-1996 season. He played twenty-seven games as a Knick, averaging 5 points per game, before moving to the Miami Heat for the start of the 1996-1997 season. Stress fractures in both legs limited his playing ability and he dropped out of the NBA in 1997. He played for one season in Greece and another in Israel until recurring injuries forced him to retire as an active player.

He attended East Atlanta High School and is the older brother of former Knick Shandon Anderson (see above). He won a silver medal as a member of the 1987 U.S. team to the Pan Am Games. He traveled to Seoul, South Korea, as a member of the bronze-medal-winning 1988 U.S. Olympic team. A late bloomer, Willie was little-recruited out of high school and did not play much during his first two seasons at the University of Georgia. By his senior year he was All-SEC.

 


Donald Robert “Moose” Anielak

Born November 1, 1930, died November 19, 1995, 6'7½", 190 lbs., Southwest Missouri State University/Bradley, Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 12

Selected in the third round of the 1954 NBA draft, Don played ten minutes of one game for the Knicks during the 1954–1955 season, his only NBA experience. Anielak threw up four shots from the field and missed them all, but does have a career scoring total of 3 points, all from the foul line.

From 1980 to 1989, Don was the coach at Sandwich (Illinois) High School. Sandwich High hadn’t won a conference championship in sixty-three years and was in danger of losing its athletic program when Anielak guided the baseball and basketball teams to titles.

His motto as a coach was: “Work hard and give me your heart.” Apparently, he was a very successful teacher of the game: Sixteen of his former players went on to become head coaches.

In 1989, Don was inducted into the Missouri State Athletics Hall of Fame. He passed away six years later, from heart problems while on a hunting trip.

 


Gregory C. “G-Money” Anthony

Born November 15, 1967, Las Vegas, Nevada, 6’0”, 176 lbs., University of Nevada at Las Vegas, Guard, Knicks Jersey Numbers: 2, 50

Greg Anthony was selected by New York in the first round of the 1991 NBA draft, the 12th pick overall. He played the first four of his eleven-year NBA career with the Knicks, from 1991-1992 through 1994-1995. Because the Knicks made it to the playoffs during each of those years, Anthony also appeared in sixty-three postseason games for New York. His best season with the team was his third, in which he played 24.9 minutes per game and averaged just under 8 points.

When his Knicks days were over, Anthony played for Vancouver, Seattle, Portland, Chicago, and Milwaukee before retiring as an active player and becoming a TV color commentator.

Before his pro years, he attended Rancho High School in North Las Vegas and then played for the Running Rebels of UNLV. He was co-captain of the 1990 NCAA championship team. From 1989 to 1991 Greg was the vice president of the Young Republicans. In 1989, he interned for U.S. Rep. Barbara Vucanovich (R-Nevada). In 1990, he was appointed by the first President George Bush to serve as a special assistant to the Ambassador of the Economic World Summit in Houston, Texas. Since 2000, he has been the vice president of the National Basketball Players Association.

He joined ESPN in November 2002 as a studio analyst for the network’s NBA coverage. He also covers hoops for ESPN.com Insider.

 


Trevor Anthony Ariza

Born June 30, 1985, Los Angeles, California, 6’8”, 210 lbs., UCLA, Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 21

Trevor was selected by the Knicks in the second round of the 2004 NBA draft, the 43rd pick overall, and signed with the team on August 3, 2004. He played eighty games at forward for the Knicks during his rookie season, 2004–2005. He ended up in the doghouse of new Knicks coach Larry Brown in 2005–2006 and played sparingly. His Knicks career ended on February 22, 2006, when he was traded to the Orlando Magic with Penny Hardaway for Steve Francis.

Ariza was a star at UCLA. Although he attended the school for only one year, he received All Pac-10 Freshmen honors.

During his high-school career, Ariza was a member of four City Section Championship teams. He was a second-team All-American in 2002-2003 as a senior at Westchester High School in Los Angeles. By graduation, he was the most-recruited player out of Southern California, and he chose to play in Pauley Pavilion. On January 31, 2005, his Westchester jersey, number 4, was retired.

At age nineteen years, four months, four days, Trevor was the all-time youngest Knick. He set that record during his first appearance for New York at Minnesota on November 3, 2004.

Trevor’s dad, Kenny McClary, played college hoops at Florida during the 1980s.

 


Richard E. Atha

Born September 21, 1931, Otterbein, Indiana, 6’2”, 195 lbs., Indiana State University, Guard, Knicks Jersey Number: 17

Dick Atha played twenty-five games for the Knicks during the 1955-1956 season. In 1957, Dick was traded, along with Harry Gallatin and Nat Clifton, to Detroit for Mel Hutchins and Charlie Tyra. He played eighteen games for Detroit in 1957, before experiencing a career-ending injury.

He graduated from Otterbein High School in Indiana in 1949. He was a four-year varsity player and led the Red Devils in scoring for his junior and senior years. He was named outstanding freshman scholar at Indiana State in 1950. For the next three seasons, “Iron Man” started every game for Coach John Longfellow’s Sycamores. He was a three-time Indiana College Conference All-Star. After his sophomore year, he played on the U.S. team that won the gold in the 1951 Pan Am Games.

After basketball, he returned to Benton County, Indiana, to coach the team at Oxford High School. After ten years there, he became principal and athletic director of the new Benton Central School.




B

James E. Baechtold

Born December 9, 1927, McKeesport, Pennsylvania, 6’4”, 205 lbs., Eastern Kentucky University, Forward/Guard, Knicks Jersey Number: 10

Jim Baechtold attended Moon High School in Coraopolis, Pennsylvania, and went on to play at Eastern Kentucky University. He was chosen by the Bullets in the first round of the 1952 NBA draft, the 2nd pick overall. After starting his pro career with Baltimore, Baechtold came to New York in a straight-up trade for Max Zaslofsky in 1953. He played four seasons for the Knicks. His best season was 1954-1955 when he averaged 13.9 points per game. As a kid, future Knick announcer Marv Albert was president of the Jim Baechtold fan club. What more do you need to know?

 


James L. “Jammin’ James” Bailey

Born May 21, 1957, Dublin, Georgia, 6’9”, 220 lbs., Rutgers University, Forward/Center, Knicks Jersey Number: 20

James Bailey was chosen by the SuperSonics in the first round of the 1979 NBA draft, the 6th pick overall. After stints with Seattle, New Jersey, and Houston, Bailey was acquired by San Antonio but never played a game for the Spurs. He came to the Knicks from San Antonio on October 24, 1984, in exchange for a third-round 1986 draft choice and cash. He played for the Knicks for the entire 1984–1985 and 1985–1986 seasons. During his final year as a Knick, he averaged 11.1 points per game. He became a free agent and played two more seasons in the NBA after that, one season each for the Nets and Suns. After his run in the NBA, Bailey played three seasons in Italy.

Earlier in his life, he attended Xaverian High School in Westwood, Massachusetts. Then, at Rutgers University, he was an All American in 1978 and 1979. He was one of the first players to regularly finish off the alley-oop play, back when it was still known as the “lob and dunk.”

On February 8, 1993, his Rutgers jersey, number 20, was retired. On January 21, 2005, Bailey was honored, along with other living Knicks centers, in a ceremony at Madison Square Garden. He was joined by Patrick Ewing, Dikembe Mutombo, Herb Williams, Harry Gallatin, Joe C. Meriweather, Eddie Wilkens, and Irv Rothenberg. There were also video tributes to Bill Cartwright and Willis Reed, and the announcement of a special award in memory of the late Nat (Sweetwater) Clifton.

Basketball was not Jammin’ James’s only professional sport. For years, he could be found at Englishtown Raceway in New Jersey drag racing.

 


Vincent Lamont “Vin” Baker

Born November 23, 1971, Lake Wales, Florida, 6’11”, 232 lbs., University of Hartford, Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 42

The Bucks selected Baker in the first round of the 1993 NBA draft, the 8th pick overall. He played for four years with the Bucks, five years with the Sonics, and one and a half with the Celtics before coming to the Knicks as a free agent on March 12, 2004. He remained with the Knicks for a little while—and playing little—until midway through the 2004–2005 season when he went to Houston. In 2005-2006, he appeared in only eight games, finishing his NBA career with the L.A. Clippers.

Baker made the NBA All-Star Team every year from 1995 to 1998. He was a member of the 2000 U.S. Olympic team that won a gold medal in Sydney, Australia.

He attended Old Saybrook High School in Old Saybrook, Connecticut, and he finished his college career as Hartford’s all-time leader in scoring and blocks.

 


Kenneth “The Animal” Bannister

Born April 1, 1960, Baltimore, Maryland, 6’9”, 235 lbs., St. Augustine’s College, Forward/Center, Knicks Jersey Number: 1

Selected in the seventh round of the 1984 NBA draft, the 156th pick overall, Bannister played the first two seasons of his five-year pro career with the Knicks. His rookie season was 1984–1985, and in that year he played in seventy-five games, starting fifty of them. He averaged 6.9 points per game in his first season and 8.6 in his second. Those represented his career highs. He played in seventy games the following season but only started fifteen of them. He was waived by the Knicks on October 21, 1988. His three seasons as an L.A. Clipper were all as a nonstarter. Bannister extended his career by playing in the United States Basketball League (USBL), earning Player of the Year honors in that league in 1993 for the Miami Tropics.

He attended Southwestern High School in Baltimore and St. Augustine’s College in Raleigh.

Legend has it that Ken Bannister had healthy teeth and earned his nickname “The Animal” because he wasn’t afraid to chomp down on an opponent every now and again.

 


Thomas Kevin Barker

Born March 11, 1955, Harlingen, Texas, 6’11”, 225 lbs., University of Hawaii, Center/Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 6

Originally selected by the Atlanta Hawks in the fourth round of the 1976 NBA draft, Barker spent four years as a backup center in the NBA, ending his pro career with twenty-two games as a Knick during the 1978–1979 season. He came to the Knicks on Valentine’s Day 1979, as the player-to-be-named-later in the Bob McAdoo trade. During the first portion of his twenty-two-game stint as a Knick, his jersey did not have a number on it. It was a generic shirt so, before each game, team trainer Mike Saunders wrote a big 6 on his back with a piece of chalk.

Barker attended Welasco High School in Harlingen.

 


V. James “Bad News” Barnes

Born April 13, 1941, Tuckerman, Arkansas, died September 14, 2002, Silver Spring, Maryland, 6’8”, 210 lbs., Texas Western University, Center/Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 22

Selected by the Knicks, Jim Barnes was the 1st overall pick in the 1964 NBA draft. He played great in his first year in the league and was named to the NBA All-Rookie team. After one full season, 1964–1965, Barnes played seven games for New York the following year.

He was traded on November 2, 1965—with Johnny Green, John Egan, and cash—to Baltimore for Walt Bellamy. As a Knick he averaged about 15 points per game. He also played for the Lakers, Bulls, Celts, and Bullets before his career ended in 1971.

He was born in Arkansas and moved to Oklahoma when he was a teenager. Barnes graduated from Stillwater High School in Stillwater, Oklahoma, and was a star at Texas Western, where he earned All-American honors in 1964. He was also a member of that year’s gold-medal-winning U.S. Olympic basketball team.

He passed away in 2002 at the age of sixty-one, after enduring three years during which he suffered three heart attacks and three strokes.

 


Matt Kelly Barnes

Born March 9, 1980, Santa Clara, California, 6’7”, 225 lbs., UCLA, Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 9

Matt Barnes, a former Sacramento Kings ball boy during his high school days, attended UCLA as a history major, before being chosen by the Memphis Grizzlies in the second round of the 2002 NBA draft, the 17th pick overall. He never played with the Grizzlies but did play thirty-eight games with the Clippers in 2003–2004 and forty-three games with the Kings in 2004-2005 before becoming a Knick. He was signed by the Knicks as a free agent on October 6, 2005, and was waived by the club on December 3, 2005. He appeared in six Knicks games for the 2005-2006 season, during which he averaged 4.3 points and 4 rebounds. He finished out the season with the Sixers.

While attending Del Campo High School in Sacramento, California, he set a state record by blocking twenty-one shots in one game. He was also a high-school football star, a true gridiron All-American—during his senior year, he led the nation with twenty-eight touchdowns. In college on the hardwood, he appeared in the NCAA tournament during all four of his years at UCLA, including three straight trips to the Sweet Sixteen.

His non-NBA pro experience included playing with the Fayetteville Patriots of the NBA Development League in 2002–2003 and with the Long Beach Jam of the new ABA in 2003–2004.

 


Dick Barnett

Born October 2, 1936, Gary, Indiana, 6’4”, 190 lbs., Tennessee State University, Guard/Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 12

Growing up, Dick Barnett shot a volleyball at a garbage-can lid to sharpen his shot. He didn’t shoot with a real basketball until he was twelve, and by that time he had already developed the shooting eccentricities that would stick with him all the way to the mountaintop. He was star guard at Gary’s Roosevelt High School, where he led his team to the state championship in 1955. He moved his act to Tennessee State, where he played on three NAIA championship teams during the late 1950s. (He is still that university’s all-time leading scorer, and was the first Tennessee State athlete to have his number retired.) He then played in fourteen NBA seasons. He played for the Syracuse Nationals and the L.A. Lakers before coming to the Knicks. The Knicks acquired Barnett from the Lakers on October 14, 1965, in a trade for Bob Boozer.

Barnett was a part of the 1970 and 1973 Knicks championship teams. The Garden faithful loved the distinctive way he kicked up his feet and curled his body into the shape of a question mark as he delivered his deadly fallaway jump shot. He retired in 1973.

His pro career was actually fifteen years long because he spent one year (1962) playing for the Cleveland Pipers of the old American Basketball League, for team owner George Steinbrenner.

Barnett earned his bachelor’s degree while playing for the Lakers and earned his master’s degree in public administration from New York University while he was a Knick. After basketball, player Dick Barnett became Dr. Richard Barnett by earning his doctorate in education at Fordham University in the Bronx, only a few miles north of Madison Square Garden.

Barnett is now president of ARM, the Athletic Role Model Educational Institute, a nonprofit organization with a focus on education for at-risk students. During the 1990s, he served as commissioner for the short-lived Women’s Basketball League.

For the fall semester of 2003, he became a professor of sports management at St. John’s University in Queens, New York. Soon after taking the job he told a reporter, “I have been involved in public speaking and lecturing and doing some writing, and this seemed to be a natural extension of those endeavors. I always liked the academic environment and the learning atmosphere at a college. St. John’s was interested.”

Movie director Spike Lee once said of Dr. Barnett: “Too often athletes, in particular African-American athletes, wake up one day when they no longer possess the skills or get hurt, and they say, ‘What am I going to do with the rest of my life?’ Dr. Dick Barnett was not like that. He had the vision to see that sports is very limiting. No one plays forever. You cannot let the sport define you. Life often begins after you retire.”

Some of his students might have been tempted to challenge the senior citizen to a little one-on-one, but none so far has dared. Better to study and take their chances with one of Dr. Barnett’s exams.

He is a member of the Indiana Sports Hall of Fame and the Tennessee State University Sports Hall of Fame (inducted in 1983). The Knicks retired Barnett’s jersey, number 12, and hung it from the Garden rafters on March 10, 1990.

 


James Franklin Barnett

Born July 7, 1944, Greenville, South Carolina, 6’4”, 170 lbs., University of Oregon, Guard/Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 25

Jim Barnett played in the NBA from 1966 to 1977. He was drafted by the Celts in the first round of the 1966 NBA draft, the 8th pick overall. In addition to Boston, he played for San Diego, Portland, Golden State, and New Orleans before joining the Knicks for the 1974–1975 and 1975-1976 seasons. He was acquired by the Knicks from the Jazz with Neal Walk for Henry Bibby on February 1, 1975. After his time in New York, Barnes played sixteen games for the 76ers in 1976 before retiring.

Barnett was born in South Carolina but grew up in Riverside, California, and now lives in Orinda. He enjoys golf and biking and spending time with his daughter, Jennifer. He is active in the Bay Community and entertains a number of speaking engagements each year. Named All-American while playing for the University of Oregon, he is a member of both the University of Oregon’s and the State of Oregon’s athletics halls of fame. He also has a place in Riverside’s hall of fame.

Since his playing days, Barnett has had a gloriously successful career as a broadcaster. In 2006-2007 he began his 22nd season as the television analyst for the Golden State Warriors. Interestingly, he never actually retired as a basketball player. He just switched leagues. For more than twenty years, he has played in the National AAU Master’s Championship in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

 


Edward John Bartels

Born October 8, 1925, 6’S”, 195 lbs., North Carolina State University, Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 19

Ed Bartels appeared in two games as a Knick during the 1949–1950 season and scored a total of 4 points. He played in only thirty-two NBA games: thirteen with the original Denver Nuggets, before becoming a Knick, and seventeen with the Washington Capitols after. He also played in the ABL.

A local boy, Ed attended LaSalle Academy in New York before playing college ball at N.C. State.

 


Alfred “Butch” Beard Jr.

Born May 4, 1947, Hardinsburg, Kentucky, 6’3”, 185 lbs., University of Louisville, Guard, Knicks Jersey Number: 9

Picked up on waivers from Cleveland on December 1, 1975, Beard spent the last four of his ten NBA seasons with the Knicks. Before that he played for Atlanta, Cleveland (twice), Seattle, and Golden State. He was waived by the Knicks on October 30, 1978. He was originally selected by the Hawks in the first round of the 1969 NBA draft, the 10th pick overall.

Before playing for the University of Louisville Cardinals, Butch attended Breckenridge County High School in Hardinsburg. Following his pro career, Beard coached both college and NBA teams. He was head coach at Howard University in 1990-1994. While coaching the Howard Bisons, he was named the 1991–1992 MEAC Coach of the Year. That season, his team won the regular season and postseason titles and a trip to the NCAA Tournament. He also served as head coach for the New Jersey Nets for two seasons (1994-1996), notching identical 30–52 records. Beard became Morgan State’s basketball coach in 2001 and held that position until the summer of 2006 when he resigned. He was named MEAC Coach of the Year for a second time in 2002. His resignation followed the 2005-2006 season in which he posted a 4-26 record. His career record as Morgan State coach was 39–105. In seven years as a collegiate coach, his cumulative record was 79-184. Beard said he was resigning from his position at Morgan State to pursue other opportunities.

 


Ronald Michael Behagen

Born January 14, 1951, New York, New York, 6’9”, 185 lbs., University of Minnesota, Forward/Center, Knicks Jersey Number: 14

Ron Behagen was selected in the first round of the 1973 NBA draft by the Kings, then of Omaha. He was the 7th pick overall. He played in the NBA from 1973 to 1980 for New Orleans, Atlanta, Houston, Indiana, and Detroit before coming to New York. He played in five games during the 1978-1979 season for the Knicks, during which he scored a total of 20 points. The Knicks signed him as a free agent on February 20, 1979, and released him ten days later. After his brief stint as a Knick, Behagen played nine games for Kansas City and six games for Washington before his NBA career ended.

Behagen attended DeWitt Clinton High School in the Bronx, New York. Although he was a star in college, his collegiate career was marred by a brawl during the 1972–1973 season in which he and teammate Corky Taylor punched out Ohio State player Luke Witte, who needed to be hospitalized for several days. One of Behagen’s teammates in college was basketball star and future Baseball Hall of Famer Dave Winfield, who was on the court at the time of the brawl but was not involved in the incident.

Today, Ron is a member of the National Basketball Retired Players Association. Ron’s dad was Basil Behagen (1927–1993), who now, because of his work as a substance abuse prevention intervention specialist, has a playground in the Bronx named after him.

 


Dennis R. Bell

Born June 2, 1951, Cincinnati, Ohio, 6’5”, 185 lbs., Gulf Coast Community College/Drake University, Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 46

Selected by New York in the fifth round of the 1973 NBA draft, the 83rd pick overall, Bell was a full-career Knick. Unfortunately, that career only lasted for sixty-three games, spread out from 1973 to 1976. He never started, and averaged 2.8 points and almost 2 rebounds per game. He also appeared in three playoff games following the 1974–1975 season.

He attended Wyoming High School in Cincinnati and Gulf Coast Community College and Drake University. After his playing career, Bell became a salesman for Wilson Sporting Goods.

 


William Hoyet “Whitey” Bell

Born September 13, 1932, Monticello, Kentucky, 6’0”, 180 lbs., North Carolina State, Guard, Knicks Jersey Number: 15

Whitey Bell—who, because of a physical resemblance, was also known by the nickname “Popeye”—played in thirty-six NBA games, during the 1959-1960 and 1960-1961 seasons. All of his NBA playing time was for the Knicks. He averaged slightly better than 5 points per game.

In 1961-1962, Whitey played for the San Francisco Saints of the ABL. He briefly held the franchise’s one-game scoring record when he scored 30 points versus the Kansas City Steers on November 1, 1960. The record was tied seventeen days later and broken three days after that.

Whitey attended Warsaw High School in Warsaw, Indiana, where he earned a scholarship to N.C. State. He played for four years in college, but those years came in two-year stints (1952-1954, 1956-1958), with two years of service in the U.S. army in between. While in the army, he played on a “world armed forces” team and competed on a global Goodwill Tour.

Following basketball, Whitey became the head of North Carolina’s State Probation and Parole Department in Winston-Salem. He is a member of the National Basketball Retired Players Association.

 


Walter Jones “Bells” Bellamy

Born July 24, 1939, New Bern, North Carolina, 6’11”, 225 lbs., Indiana University, Center, Knicks Jersey Number: 8

Hall of Famer Walt Bellamy played in the NBA from 1961 until 1975 and averaged better than 20 points per game for his entire career. He played for the Knicks for three and a half seasons. After beginning his career with two years in Chicago (the expansion franchise was known as the Chicago Packers for a year and the Chicago Zephyrs for a year), he played three years for Baltimore (the Zephyrs having moved to Baltimore and become the Bullets) before becoming a Knick. Walt became a Knick on November 2, 1965, in a trade with Baltimore for Johnny Green, John Egan, Jim Barnes, and cash. He remained a Knick until December 19, 1968, when he was traded to Detroit—with Howard Komives for Dave DeBusschere—where he spent a year and a half. Five seasons with Atlanta and one game with New Orleans completed his career. His best season as a Knick was his first, during which he averaged better than 23 points per game. He was the NBA’s Rookie of the Year in 1962 and played in four NBA All-Star games.

Walt attended J. T. Barber High School in New Bern from 1956 to 1959, where he was twice named to the All-State team. A star player at Indiana University (IU) in Bloomington, Walt was a two-time All-American (1960 and 1961) and had the honor of being a member of the gold-medal-winning U.S. Olympic team in 1960. He is still the all-time leader in IU rebounds.

Walt was inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame on May 10, 1993, eighteen years after his retirement. He is a prominent member of the first African American intercollegiate Greek fraternity, Alpha Phi Alpha.

 


Gary Dean Bergen

Born July 16, 1932, Independence, Missouri, 6’8”, 210 lbs., University of Utah/Kansas State University, Center, Knicks Jersey Number: 18

Bergen was selected by the Knicks in the second round of the 1956 NBA draft, and his entire NBA career consisted of six games at center during the 1956-1957 season. He played a total of forty minutes and scored 8 points.

Gary participated in the 1956 U.S. Olympic trials but he didn’ t make the Olympic team.

 


Charles Henry Bibby

Born November 24, 1949, Franklinton, North Carolina, 6’1”, 185 lbs., UCLA, Guard, Knicks Jersey Number: 17

After playing for three national championship teams at UCLA for the great coach John Wooden, Henry Bibby was selected by New York in the fourth round of the 1972 NBA draft, the 58th pick overall; he played the first two and a half of his nine NBA seasons with the Knicks. On February 1, 1975, he was traded to the Jazz for Neal Walk and Jim Barnett. He played for a year and a half with New Orleans and four seasons with the 76ers, before finishing up with a year in San Diego.

He played for one year as a player/assistant coach for the 1982–1983 Lancaster Lightning of the CBA. During the rest of the 1980s he coached in the minor leagues, the CBA and the USBL. He twice (1982 and 1989) coached teams to the CBA championships. He was named Coach of the Year once in each league, receiving the USBL award in 1986 and the CBA award in 1989.

Bibby was the head coach at USC from 1996 to 2005. While there, he posted a 131-111 record. He led the Trojans to back-to-back twenty-win seasons in 2000-2001 and 2001-2002, and earned a trip to the NCAA’s Elite Eight in 2001. Bibby was the head coach for the Los Angeles Sparks of the WNBA for the 2005 season. On January 17, 2006, Bibby was hired by the Philadelphia 76ers as an assistant coach for the remainder of the season, replacing Jim Lynam, who had to step down due to health reasons.

In his youth, Bibby was a prep school All-American while playing at Person-Albion High in Franklinton, North Carolina.

He is not the only athlete in his family. Henry’s brother Jim was a major league baseball player and Henry is the estranged father of current NBA star Mike Bibby. Today, Henry runs the Henry Bibby Basketball Camps in California and is an assistant coach for the Philadelphia 76ers.

 


Jerry Lee Bird

Born February 2, 1935, Corbin, Kentucky, 6’6”, 210 lbs., University of Kentucky, Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 7

Originally drafted by the Minneapolis Lakers, Jerry Bird came to New York before his rookie season began. He was acquired by the Knicks on October 26, 1956, with Slater Martin in a trade for Walter Dukes and the rights to Burdette Haldorson. Two seasons passed before his brief NBA career took place. Bird played eleven games at forward as a Knick during the 1958-1959 season, scoring a total of 25 points.

As a senior at Corbin High School, he made the All-State tournament team and earned a full scholarship to the University of Kentucky.

Bird was made, in 2005, a charter member of the University of Kentucky Athletics Hall of Fame. He played from 1963 to 1965. After basketball, Jerry worked for the American Greetings Corporation in Corbin and retired as that firm’s human resources administrator.

 


Rolando Antonio Blackman

Born February 26, 1959, Panama City, Panama, 6’6”, 190 lbs., Kansas State University, Guard, Knicks Jersey Number: 20

Rolando Blackman had a great college career at Kansas State, where he was the leading scorer in school history. He was chosen in the first round of the 1981 NBA draft by the Dallas Mavericks, the 9th pick overall. After eleven seasons with the Mavericks (1981-1992), predominantly as a starter, Blackman played his final two seasons coming off the bench for the Knicks. In addition to the 115 regular-season games he appeared in for New York, he also played in twenty-one Knick playoff games following the 1992–1993 and 1993-1994 seasons. In 1994, Blackman was a key part of the Knicks’ Eastern Conference championship squad.

Blackman was born in Panama but grew up in the East Flatbush section of Brooklyn, where he and his friends all pretended to be Earl “The Pearl” Monroe and Walt “Clyde” Frazier.

In 1980, while at Kansas State, he was named All-American and the Big Eight Player of the Year. He was a starter on the 1980 U.S. Olympic team, but did not play in the Summer Olympics, held in Moscow, because of the U.S. boycott (a response to Soviet action in Afghanistan).

The Mavericks retired Blackman’s number 22 on March 11, 2000. In 2002, he took a job as the Mavericks’ defensive coordinator. The following year, he was promoted to the team’s director of player development. In 2004, he took a turn behind the microphone as color commentator during the Mavericks’ television broadcasts and in 2005, he became the Mavericks’ assistant coach.

 


George R. Blaney

Born November 12, 1939, Jersey City, New Jersey, 6’1”, 175 lbs., College of the Holy Cross, Guard, Knicks Jersey Number: 15

Selected by New York in the fourth round of the 1961 NBA draft, Blaney appeared in thirty-six NBA games—all as a Knick, and all during the 1961-1962 season.

Blaney attended Saint Peter’s Prep in Jersey City, New Jersey, where he earned a scholarship to Holy Cross.

Far more successful as a coach than he was as a pro player, Blaney began coaching in 1965 for Hudson Catholic High School in Jersey City. In 1967, he became the head coach at Stonehill College in Massachusetts. He then coached three years at Dartmouth before returning to his alma mater, Holy Cross, where he was head coach for twenty-two years. During his time coaching there, he took the team to the NCAA tournament three times and the NIT tourney five times. In 1994, he became the head coach at Seton Hall. He returned to the world of pro basketball in 1998 when he was named the vice president of basketball operations for the International Basketball League. After two years with the IBL, he became an assistant coach in 2000 at the University of Rhode Island. A year later, he became an assistant coach for the University of Connecticut’s Huskies squad, a position he has held ever since.

He was inducted into the New England Basketball Hall of Fame in 2003.

 


Etdrick “Batman” Bohannon

Born May 29, 1973, San Bernardino, California, 6’9”, 220 lbs., University of Arizona/University of Tennessee/Auburn University at Montgomery, Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 41

Considering that Etdrick Bohannon only appeared in twenty-six NBA games, he sure did get to see the inside of a lot of locker rooms. He spread those games out over four seasons, during which he played for five different teams. He played five games for the Pacers in 1997-1998, two games for the Bullets in 1998-1999, two games for the Knicks and eleven games for the Clippers in 1999-2000, and six games with the Cavaliers in 2000-2001. As a Knick, he signed a ten-day contract and was on the court for a total of five minutes and scored 3 points. In 2002, he found a home with the Fort Wayne Fury of the CBA but spent much of his time on the injured reserved list. He last saw action on a pro court with the Yakima Sun Kings of the CBA in 2005.

Bohannon attended high school at Maine Central Institute in Pittsville, Maine, where he was a first-team All American. In college, he played a year at Arizona, sat out a year, played a year at Tennessee, and then moved to Auburn-Montgomery where he was a better fit. He is one of only two college players from Auburn-Montgomery to make it to the NBA—Orlando Graham is the other. He was known as a shot-blocker and his nickname “Batman” came because he liked to “bat the ball away.”

 


Anthony Bonner

Born June 8, 1968, St. Louis, Missouri, 6’8”, 215 lbs., St. Louis University, Forward, Knicks Jersey Number: 4

After three seasons with Sacramento, Bonner played the entire 1993–1994 and 1994–1995 seasons as a Knick, starting in about half of the games. He also played in nineteen postseason Knicks games, almost exclusively off the bench. He finished his career with four games with the Magic in 1995-1996.

Bonner was a late basketball bloomer. He didn’t start playing until he was fifteen. But it became an obsession and it quickly became apparent that he was very good at it. He twice led St. Louis University to the NIT finals.

Today, ten years after his last NBA game, Bonner still gets a paycheck from basketball, playing in the European leagues. Bonner has said that one of the smartest things he ever did was to use every opportunity that was made available to him via his basketball skills. Because he knew his way around a hardwood court, he earned a college degree, toured all over America and the world, and even became bilingual. He has one daughter, Alycia. In 2006, Bonner agreed to pay more than $150,000 in back child support and thus avoided serving jail time. He was the head coach of the ABA’s St. Louis Stunners for the 2006-2007 season.

Today he is involved with the Bonner League, a Pro-Am League that works with high school, college, and professional players. He is also involved with the River City Youth Foundation, a program for local kids. He is available for speaking
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APPENDIX: HOME ARENAS USED BY THE KNICKS

69TH REGIMENT ARMORY

It may come as a shock to some, but Madison Square Garden was not always the home court for the Knicks. During the first fourteen years (1946-1960) of the team’s existence, the Knicks played at least part of their home schedule at the 69th Regiment Armory—a huge barrel-roofed brick building built in 1913 on the corner of 26th Street and Lexington Avenue.

In the early days of the franchise, the great majority of home games were played at the Armory, with only a handful of special events (double headers, a visit from George Mikan and the Lakers) held at the Garden. All of the other home games took place at the Armory, where bleachers had been constructed to accommodate about 5,000 patrons. By the late 1950s, the great majority of games were played at the Garden and only a handful at the Armory, mostly because of scheduling conflicts, when the circus was in town and things like that.

In addition to being the former home of the Knicks, the facility has other historical significances as well. It has always been the home of the “Fighting 69th,” a National Guard unit that has the motto: “Gentle When Stroked, Fierce When Provoked.” They fought in France during World War I and in the Pacific during World War II. The Regiment, and the Armory, were also crucial players on September 11, 2001. Today, the members of the 69th continue to serve their nation, currently in Iraq.

Sometimes the basketball court and stands had to be set up quickly before a game or disassembled quickly afterward because of the building’s military commitments. Drills for the National Guard were frequent occurrences at the Armory.

With the exception of the hardwood floor of the basketball court, the floors were linoleum and the clock that was used to time the quarters was difficult to read, being a round clock with, according to long-time Knicks announcer John Andariese, “a dozen dials on it.”

Although the Knicks played their last game at the Armory in 1960, the team still had a working relationship with the facility—five years later, the Knicks held their annual summer open tryouts there.

The Armory has always served the Regiment both as a military facility and as a sort of clubhouse where the Regiment would, among other things, play basketball games. There are still showers in the ladies’ restroom, which was once the visitors’ locker room.

In 1913, not long after the Armory opened, the building was used as the site of the International Exhibition of Modern Art, a historic show, at which the works of Picasso, Van Gogh, Matisse, and Cezanne were first displayed in the United States. The show is given credit for revolutionizing American artistic tastes.


MADISON SQUARE GARDEN III

The first Madison Square Garden (1879-1889) was actually a garden that was diagonally across from the tree-and-grass-filled area known as Madison Square, named for President James Madison. The garden’s walls were 28 feet tall and there was no roof. That structure was torn down and replaced on the same lot by a sports arena, known as Madison Square Garden II.

At the second Garden, there was seating for 8,000, a theater seating 1,200, the world’s largest indoor pool, and a roof with a garden and a fancy restaurant for the city’s elite.

But in 1925, when the third Madison Square Garden was built, there was no sign of an actual garden and the site had nothing to do with Madison Square. In fact, it was located at 49th Street and Eighth Avenue, not far from Times Square and the theater district.

But the structure, establishing its birthright as the city’s premier indoor sports facility, kept the name Madison Square Garden. This third incarnation is the Garden that people are most often referring to when they say “the Old Garden.”

The arena held 18,000. The Knicks sold out the Old Garden a mere six times. The Marquee was famous. Before games, folks liked to meet at the Nedicks restaurant which was right next door. Stores including Adams Hats and Cosby Sporting Goods were also built into the facility. The Knicks played their first game there on November 11, 1946, and their last on February 10, 1968.

There was a balcony and, since the structure was not known for its ventilation, the air up there remained hazy from cigarette smoke, even when days passed between events.

The locker rooms were tiny by today’s standards, as was the electricity bill. There were no escalators and anyone who couldn’t handle the stairs knew better than to get a balcony seat.


Madison Square Garden IV

In 1968, the current circular Garden opened. The arena officially opened on February 11 for a USO show featuring Bob Hope and Bing Crosby. The Knicks played their first game there three days later, on Valentine’s Day, and defeated the San Diego Rockets 114—102.

The main arena, which seats 19,500 for basketball and frequently sells out for Knicks games, is only part of a whole complex built between Seventh and Eighth avenues and 31st and 33rd streets. It was built on the site of the old Penn Station, itself considered one of New York’s Wonders. The complex includes a 5,000-seat smaller arena, originally known as the Felt Forum and currently called The Theater. There is also a 48-lane bowling alley and a 57-story office building. Cosby Sporting Goods, once headquartered in the same structure as MSG III, moved along with the Garden and now the store borders the walkway that leads from Seventh Avenue to the Garden lobby.
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Michael Benson is a lifelong Knicks fan. Yesss, and it counts! He has lived and breathed Knickerbockers since infancy. During the subsequent forty-five years, he has lost—because of the chanting in the Garden—the ability to correctly pronounce the word defense. The accent inevitably comes out on the first syllable: DEE-fense.

He has on occasion limped like Willis Reed. He has grown his sideburns as large as those of Walt “Clyde” Frazier, has improved his memory using the techniques of Jerry Lucas, and has more recently combed his hair with the styling technique of Jeff Van Gundy.

Benson wrote extensively about pro basketball—as well as college and Olympic basketball—in his book Dream Teams, published by Sports Illustrated for Kids. Of the forty-plus books Benson has written in his twenty-five-year career, many are about sports. He is the author of Ballparks of North America. He has written biographies of Hank Aaron, Wayne Gretzky, Jeff Gordon, Dale Earnhardt, and Althea Gibson.
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THE WORLD CHAMPIONS OF BASKETBALL NEW YORK KNICKERBOCKERS POSE FOR A TEAM PORTRAIT. SEATED (L-R): JOHN WARREN, DON MAY, WALT FRAZIER, PRESIDENT NED IRISH, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD IRVING MITCHELL FELT, G. M. ED DONOVAN, DICK BARNETT, MIKE RIORDAN, AND CAZZIE RUSSELL. STANDING: HEAD COACH RED HOLZMAN, PHIL JACKSON, DAVE STALLWORTH, DAVE DEBUSSCHERE, CAPT. WILLIS REED, BILL HOSKET, NATE BOWMAN, BILL BRADLEY, AND CHIEF SCOUT DICK MCGUIRE. NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 1970.
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