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YOU WERE BORN TO BE BLESSED!

Ihave a message of hope and truth for everyone reading this book who wants to live a fulfilled and successful life: God Almighty has declared that every one of His children is born to be blessed!

The Prophetic Blessing is a spoken declaration by a spiritual authority over the life of an individual. The words of the blessing carry the power to control and direct the life of the person over whom they have been spoken. The Prophetic Blessing will revolutionize your life and the lives of your family members—children, nieces, nephews, grandchildren, godchildren—no matter their age or current circumstances, enabling them to rise to a higher level of accomplishment and creating spiritual, physical, emotional, and relational prosperity.

The power and permanence of the Prophetic Blessing have been clearly charted over the centuries in sacred Scripture. The Jewish people have obeyed the principles and received the benefits of the blessing; however, its potential has been sadly overlooked by most Christians for over two thousand years. This transforming supernatural blessing spoken by spiritual authority has the power to sculpt your life and the lives of your children for today, tomorrow, and forever!

When I taught the power of the Prophetic Blessing to my congregation, I directed every father and mother to lay hands on his or her children and speak a blessing over them. I instructed them to personally profess the future accomplishments they desired for each child.

Lives were immediately changed. Weeping could be heard from every corner of the sanctuary. Testimonies began pouring in of sons and daughters whose lives were transformed by the power of the Prophetic Blessing spoken over them by their spiritual authority. School grades improved; behavioral problems and low self-esteem vanished! Their children walked and talked with an air of confidence they had never demonstrated before.

The power of the Prophetic Blessing has changed the course of our ministry and positively impacted our congregation, our nation, and the nations of the world with supernatural results that were beyond our most aspiring dreams or imagination. And it can transform your family too!

I've written Born to Be Blessed to teach you how to release the power of the Prophetic Blessing into your family. Your children were born to be blessed—and you, as their parent or spiritual authority, can proclaim that blessing in accordance with the sacred Scriptures and watch it become reality in the lives of those whom you love.

In part 1 of this book, I'll explain the Prophetic Blessing, show you how God's blessing dramatically changed lives throughout Scripture, and then teach you how to release the God-ordained Prophetic Blessing in your own family through the Spoken Word and physical touch. Along the way, I'll share powerful, encouraging stories of families—just like yours—who have experienced the profoundly transforming power of the Prophetic Blessing. In part 2, I'll share several specific proclamations you can speak over your children and loved ones in order to release the supernatural power of the Prophetic Blessing in your home and family.

You don't need to wait any longer; you have the power to turn your family around today! Regardless of your family's situation or how hopeless you may feel at this very moment, declare that you will no longer accept a mediocre existence for your family. Begin thinking of your children as successful in everything they put their hand to. I encourage you to end all destructive speech about your children, their current circumstances, and their future. Instead, look at a family picture and say out loud, “My children were born to be blessed!”

You don't need to search any further for the answers to the challenges of your life; you just need to read this book, believing that you and your children have the potential to lead a blessed life…because you were born to be blessed!
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THE PROPHETIC BLESSING





CHAPTER 1

WHAT IS THE PROPHETIC Blessing?

When we encounter a stranger who sneezes in the elevator, most of us instinctively say, “God bless you!” A Hispanic farewell proclaims a blessing for a safe journey through the phrase “Vaya con Dios.” Even Boaz of the Old Testament greeted his reapers with a blessing: “The LORD be with you” (Ruth 2:4). There are many ways man desires to extend God's blessing upon others.

These kinds of statements may seek God's favor upon something or someone; however, they are not examples of the God-ordained Priestly Blessing, nor are they an impartation of the Prophetic Blessing. Let us begin by defining the difference between the Priestly Blessing and the Prophetic Blessing.

THE PRIESTLY BLESSING

The book of Numbers houses within its pages what is often referred to as the Lord's Prayer of the Old Testament. The Lord commanded Moses to instruct Aaron and his sons to bless the children of Israel by placing His Name upon them. Aaron and his sons comprised the priesthood of Israel, and therefore this passage is referred to as the Priestly Blessing.

This profound proclamation is one of God's gifts to His own, for within its sacred text He defines the essence of the word blessing. In its promises, we can see the heart of God and experience a small portion of the great love He has for us.

Read aloud the transforming promises from God to you in the Priestly Blessing:

 

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to them:

“The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make His face shine upon you,
And be gracious to you;
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you,
And give you peace.”’

“So they shall put My name on the children of Israel,
and I will bless them.” (Numbers 6:22–27)

 

The Priestly Blessing was not just for Moses, Aaron, and the elite members of the tribe of Levi; it was intended for every person on the face of the earth. That means the Priestly Blessing is for you—and for your children.

This awesome promise can only come from an awesome God. This blessing comes to you directly from the Creator of heaven and earth. The prophet Isaiah called Him “Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). Sacred Scripture calls Him the great “I AM” and the Good Shepherd of the sheep (Exodus 3:14; John 10:11). The mighty source of blessing that knows no limit is Emmanuel, “God with us,” and the hope of glory. He is the immortal and invisible God. He can restore your dead marriage, heal your diseased body, and renew your distressed mind. He has promised to make you the head and not the tail. He will give you houses you didn't build, vineyards you didn't plant, and wells you didn't dig. He will plant you by rivers of living water, and whatsoever you do will prosper! He is the Lord who gives you the power to get wealth.

The verb to bless in Hebrew is related to the noun knee and can mean “to adore on bended knee” (Psalm 95:6) or “to present something of value to another.” Nearly every Hebrew blessing begins with this word, for God deserves all of man's praise and adoration (Psalm 113:2). Through the Priestly Blessing, God is bestowing His favor on His creation—mortal man. How humbling! This is the purest expression of His mercy and grace.1 God blesses His children by giving us life and provision; we bless Him through our praise and by living our lives to the fullest.

THE PROPHETIC BLESSING

Let us now briefly distinguish between the Priestly Blessing and the Prophetic Blessing. While the Priestly Blessing is the direct proclamation from God over man as stated in Numbers 6, the Prophetic Blessing is the spoken declaration from God's spiritual authority concerning the life of an individual. Once the Priestly Blessing has been spoken over the recipient, then the Prophetic Blessing follows. Unlike the Priestly Blessing, the Prophetic Blessing is unique to every person imparting it as well as to the one receiving it.

And [Jacob] blessed [his twelve sons]; he blessed each one according to his own blessing (Genesis 49:28)

The scriptural use of the word blessing has several connotations in the Hebrew language. When God blesses man, it is to bestow good health, abundant success, and prosperity, both materially and spiritually. When man blesses God, it is presented in the forms of thanksgiving, reverence, obedience, praise, and worship. When a man blesses his fellow believer, he recites the Priestly Blessing of Numbers 6:22–27 and then proclaims the Holy Spirit-inspired Prophetic Blessing. As you read Born to Be Blessed, you will discover how this divine proclamation, guided by the Holy Spirit, will super-naturally form your life and the lives of those you love.

THE POWER TO SCULPT YOUR FUTURE

The Prophetic Blessing spoken by God's delegated authority has had a profound impact on my life and ministry. We held a week of services in 1987 when we dedicated Cornerstone Church. My father, Reverend William Bythel Hagee, spoke into existence the following Prophetic Blessing over me through his dedication prayer:

Our Father, which art in heaven, we come before You today with our hearts overflowing with gratitude for Your faithfulness. “Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it.” This house of worship is Your doing, and it is precious in our sight.

Heavenly Father, accept the work of our hands as a sacrifice of praise to Your holy Name. Let this house of prayer be a lighthouse to a world groping in spiritual darkness. Let Your Word go forth from this place to the uttermost parts of the earth and let sons and daughters be born into the kingdom of God without number.

May it be to us and to our children through all the coming years a shrine of blessed memories. May it be a refuge from the cares and burdens of life. May it be a shelter in the times of the
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